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Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintend- 
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being  the  eighty-third  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Common- 
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NATHAN  C.  SHAEFFER, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


.  *  ♦www*;*** 

tDDDDDDt 

i:nnnnnn|- 

•j#  ♦*♦  *■*■♦  ♦**  **♦  ♦**  ♦♦♦  ♦♦*  ♦*♦  ^  ^.t,  «.*■ 


(2) 


OFFICIAL  DOCUMENT.  No.  C. 


Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 


DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION 


To  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Gentlemen :  The  demands  upon  the  schools  by  the  public  have  been 
largely  increased  since  the  adoption  of  the  School  Code.  The  demand 
for  better  buildings  has  been  stimulated  by  the  superintendents  and 
their  assistants,  and  by  the  State  Board  of  Education.  The  demand 
for  the  better  instruction  of  minors  who  must  go  to  work  before  the 
age  of  sixteen  has  been  met  by  the  establishment  of  continuation 
schools.  The  demand  for  the  training  of  foreigners  for  citizenship 
has  been  met  by  the  organization  of  evening  schools  for  adults. 
The  demand  for  instruction  designed  to  fit  for  the  pursuit  of  agri- 
culture and  other  industries  has  been  met  by  the  organization  of 
vocational  schools.  The  demand  for  higher  standards  of  professional 
and  technical  education  has  been  met  by  higher  standards  of  pre- 
liminary education  and  by  more  thorough  courses  in  professional 
and  technical  schools.  The  State  is  gradually  acquiring  sole  owner- 
ship of  the  State  Normal  Schools  and  this  step  will  result  in  better 
trained  teachers  for  the  elementary  schools.  The  colleges  and  uni- 
versities are  enlarging  their  activities  by  the  creation  of  departments 
of  pedagogy  and  schools  of  education  and  by  the  fostering  of  summer 
schools  for  teachers. 

Meanwhile  the  original  purpose,  for  which  the  schools  were  estab- 
lished, has  not  been  ignored  or  forgotten.  The  rudiments  of  an 
English  education  are  taught  with  more  skill  and  efficiency  than 
at  any  time  in  the  past  history  of  the  school  system.  Much,  of  course, 
remains  to  be  done.  Educators  have  no  occasion  to  weep  like  Alex- 
ander because  there  are  no  more  worlds  to  be  conquered,  or  because 
there  is  nothing  more  to  be  achieved.  Real  progress  in  education 
is  achieved,  not  by  agitation  designed  to  make  teachers  believe  that 
they  are  on  the  wrong  track,  but  by  sane  and  persistent  effort,  day 
after  day,  to  keep  the  schools  abreast  of  the  times  and  to  conserve 
what  has  been  tested  and  not  found  wanting  during  ages  of  success- 
ful experimentation  in  education. 

(3) 


REPORT  OF  THE  Off.   Doc. 


VOCATIONAL   EDUCATION. 


Some  one,  who  claims  to  have  made  the  count,  says  that  there 
are  over  nine  hundred  occupations  by  which  the  American  people 
earn  a  livelihood.  This  claim  is  not  far  from  the  truth.  The 
census  of  1910  lists  over  five  hundred  occupations;  and  several 
closely  allied  occupations  are  frequently  listed  under  one  caption. 
Many  of  these  'occupations  belong  to  the  unskilled  vocations.  Be- 
tween the  unskilled  worker  and  starvation,  there  is  very  little  except 
a  pick  and  a  shovel,  or  some  other  tool  requiring  mere  muscular  effort. 
With  the  son  of  the  unskilled  worker,  the  problem  is  to  find  a  job 
that  will  add  a  little  to  the  family  income.  As  a  rule,  he  has  no 
choice  of  a  vocation.  He  quits  school  as  soon  as  the  law  allows 
and  takes  the  first  job  that  offers  itself.  For  minors  of  this  type 
continuation  schools  have  been  organized.  Under  our  Pennsylvania 
law  the  youth  between  fourteen  and  sixteen  can  be  employed  fifty- 
one  hours  per  week,  eight  of  which  must  be  spent  at  school.  Em- 
ployers have  shown  a  surprising  willingness  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  adjust  the  working  hours  of  the  minor  to  those  of  the  adult. 
The  latter,  under  the  law,  can  be  employed  fifty-four  hours.  It  is 
no  small  task  to  adjust  working  periods  of  forty-three  hours  to 
working  periods  of  fifty-four  hours.  The  task  is  rendered  less  dif- 
ficult of  solution  when  the  industrial  plant  offers  one  or  more  rooms 
for  the  continuation  school  which  the  minors  in  their  employ  must 
attend. 

If  the  eight  hours  of  schooling  each  week  are  concentrated  into 
a  single  day,  six  days  will  intervene  between  the  successive  school 
days,  and  the  continuation  classes  are  confronted  by  drawbacks 
similar  to  those  of  the  Sunday  school.  If  the  eight  hours  of  weekly 
instruction  are  assigned  to  two  half-days  of  four  hours  each,  or  to 
two-hour  periods  on  four  different  days,  the  conditions  are  somewhat 
improved.  Nevertheless,  every  teacher  knows  the  limitations  of  forty 
school  days,  or  their  equivalent,  scattered  throughout  the  year;  and 
if  too  much  is  expected  from  the  pupils  in  the  continuation  schools, 
there  will  be  room  for  disappointment.  The  youth  in  the  continua- 
tion school  has,  however,  one  advantage.  As  soon  as  lessons  are 
seen  to  have  a  bearing  upon  the  wage-earning  power  of  the  in- 
dividual, he  comes  to  his  lessons  in  a  more  docile  frame  of  mind  and 
his  interest  often  puts  to  shame  those  who  can  attend  school  every 
day  of  the  week. 

Despite  the  fact  that  a  great  many  school  districts  had  made  up 
their  annual  budget  and  levied  their  taxes  before  the  passage  of  the 
act   providing   for   continuation    schools,    ninety-eight   districts   or- 
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ganized  and  maintained  continuation  schools  since  January  1,  1916. 
Twenty-four  thousand  children  were  in  attendance  and  three  hundred 
fifty  teachers  were  employed  in  these  schools. 

Inquiry  has  shown  that  only  a  small  percentage  of  those  in  the 
continuation  classes  expect  to  continue  in  their  present  employment. 
Here  there  is  room  for  vocational  guidance.  The  future  should  be 
opened  to  these  youthful  workers  in  such  a  way  as  to  foster  in 
them  the  ambition  to  rise  to  the  ranks  of  the  skilled  and  better 
paid  workers.  The  industries  should  not  look  to  the  schools  for  their 
supply  of  unskilled  laborers.  The  lack  of  laborers  on  the  farm 
and  in  the  shop  is  an  economic  problem  beyond  the  power  of  the 
schools  to  solve. 


AGRICULTURAL  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  scarcity  of  labor  on  the  farm  has  an  important  bearing  upon 
the  education  of  the  farm  boys  of  high  school  age.  There  are  many 
rural  districts  in  which  the  boys  remain  out  of  school  until  late  in 
the  fall  and  drop  out  again  early  in  the  spring  before  the  school 
term  is  finished.  This  may  have  been  more  or  less  of  a  necessity, 
where  the  father  is  a  farmer  of  limited  means.  The  practice  is 
by  no  means  limited  to  farmers  who  are  rated  as  poor  or  struggling. 
In  some  of  the  most  prosperous  rural  sections  boys  are  refused  the 
opportunity  to  get  an  education  beyond  the  rudiments  on  the  plea 
of  necessity.  Investigation  shows  that  in  many  instances  the  fathers 
have  good  bank  accounts  and  possess  automobiles.  Is  it  any  wonder 
that  in  such  instances  the  boys  leave  home  to  seek  employment  in 
cities  and  towns  because  they  feel  that  if  they  remain  on  the  farm 
they  will  be  deprived  of  an  education,  and  the  future  will  have  very 
lttle  in  store  for  them. 

The  new  agricultural  high  schools  are  beginning  to  show  what  may 
be  expected  of  them  in  the  way  of  community  service.  Although 
they  attempt  primarily  to  meet,  in  a  very  definite  way,  the  needs 
of  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  open  country  by  specific  instruction 
relating  to  rural  occupations  and  environment,  yet  their  service  is 
by  no  means  limited  to  boys  and  girls  of  school  age.  The  doors  of 
these  schools  are  open  to  men,  women  and  children  irrespective  of 
age  or  occupation.  Courses  of  instruction  are  offered  to  farmers 
in  night  schools,  in  farmers'  institutes  and  other  short  courses.  Last 
year  the  attendance  at  farmers'  night  schools  ranged  from  one  thou- 
sand to  fifteen  hundred  each  week  for  a  period  of  six  weeks.  The 
attendance  will,  no  doubt,  increase  because  the  farmers  feel  that 
these  schools  are  meeting  the  needs  of  old  and  young  in  our  rural 
communities. 
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The  attendance  of  day  students  and  the  number  of  agricultural 
schools  should  both  be  largely  increased.  Three  years  ago  not  one 
of  these  vocational  schools  was  in  existence.  During  the  past  year 
there  were  in  operation  twenty-four  vocational  schools,  or  depart- 
ments of  agriculture,  distributed  over  twenty-one  counties  of  the 
State.  During  the  coming  year  there  will  be  in  operation  at  least 
thirty-six  similar  schools  and  departments,  and  it  is  easy  to  see 
that  more  are  needed  to  cover  the  agricultural  sections  of  the  State. 
The  five  hundred  pupils  enrolled  in  them  should,  at  no  distant  day, 
mount  to  five  thousand. 

An  intelligent  effort  has  been  made  to  avoid  high  schools  of  the 
blind  alley  type  with  no  outlook  for  the  youth  who  finds  his  am- 
bition centering  on  a  career  outside  of  agriculture.  Where  several 
boys  grow  up  on  a  farm  one  is  likely  to  occupy  the  farm  and  the 
others  feel  impelled  to  seek  a  career  of  a  different  sort. 

A  study  of  the  enrollment  in  these  agricultural  schools  shows 
that  the  majority  of  the  boys  live  on  farms  or  in  rural  communities, 
a  few  live  in  towns.  Nearly  all  of  those  who  live  on  the  farm  have 
expressed  a  decided  intention  to  remain  on  the  farm  and  become 
farmers.  Of  these  who  are  taking  agricultural  courses  and  who  are 
undecided  as  to  their  future  vocation,  most  live  in  towns  where  they 
see  no  prospect  of  owning  a  farm.  The  growing  preference  for 
farming  among  these  boys  indicates  that  we  have  made  a  beginning 
in  educating  bovs  toward  the  farm  and  awav  from  the  citv. 


INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS. 

There  is  encouraging  growth  in  the  attendance  at  industrial  schools. 
In  not  less  than  sixty-three  districts  manual  training  is  taught  in 
the  grades.  In  seventy-five  districts  it  is  taught  in  the  high  school. 
Cooking  and  sewing  are  taught  in  the  grades  in  sixty-four  school 
districts,  and  in  the  high  schools  of  seventy-one  districts.  Among 
these  are  included  the  largest  and  most  populous  districts  like  Phila- 
delphia and  Pittsburgh.  Two  hundred  and  twenty  teachers  of  do- 
mestic science  are  employed  in  districts  other  than  Philadelphia  and 
Pittsburgh.  Thirty-eight  school  districts  in  twenty-four  counties 
received  aid  from  the  State  in  the  maintenance  of  industrial  schools 
or  departments.  In  these  over  sixteen  thousand  students  were  en- 
rolled. There  are  indications  that  the  number  of  these  schools  or 
departments,  as  well  as  the  attendance,  will  be  considerably  increased 
during  the  coming  year. 

The  industrial  school  cannot  be  successful,  if  the  teachers  are  poorly 
prepared.    This  applies  to  the  professional  as  well  as  the  shop  train- 
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ing.  The  qualifications  of  the  teachers  in  such  schools  have  been 
gradually  raised.  The  director  of  an  industrial  school  should  have 
such  trade  qualifications  as  will  gradually  win  the  respect  of  the 
workmen  of  the  community.  At  the  same  time  his  academic  training 
should  command  the  respect  of  men  in  business  and  in  the  pro- 
fessions. 

It  is  essential  that  the  supervisor  of  household  arts  have,  not  only 
theoretical  training  in  cooking,  sewing,  sanitation  and  other  activities 
of  the  home,  but  she  should  have  had  enough  practical  experience 
to  know  how  to  apply  theory  to  the  various  phases  of  home-making. 


SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 

The  Bureau  of  Vocational  Education  formulated  a  plan  for  the 
organization  and  operation  of  summer  schools  for  the  preparation  of 
teachers  for  continuation  schools.  The  cities  of  Philadelphia,  Read- 
ing, Scranton,  Altoona  and  Pittsburgh  were  selected  as  the  most 
suitable  places  for  these  schools.  The  school  directors  granted  the 
use  of  the  buildings  without  charge.  It  is  proposed  during  the  com- 
ing year  to  conduct  such  classes  in  connection  with  the  summer 
schools  at  our  colleges,  universities  and  normal  schools.  By  the 
thousand,  teachers  are  now  availing  themselves  of  the  superior  facili- 
ties offered  by  the  State  College,  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  Colleges  like  Grove  City  also 
report  a  large  increase  in  their  attendance  at  the  summer  schools. 
After  the  State  shall  have  acquired  the  normal  schools,  funds  will 
become  available  for  the  organization  of  summer  schools  for  the 
benefit  of  the  teachers  in  the  grades  and  in  the  remote  rural  dis- 
tricts. 

The  willingness  of  those  in  control  of  the  colleges  and  universities 
to  place  their  facilities  and  equipment  at  the  disposal  of  those  in- 
terested in  the  public  schools  is  deserving  of  recognition  and  of 
the  fullest  possible  appreciation  by  the  legislature  and  the  school 
authorities  of  the  Commonwealth. 


THE  TRADITIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  growth  of  the  attendance  at  secondary  schools  is  the  next 
remarkable  phenomenon  in  American  education.  Directors  build  high 
schools  with  the  hope  of  providing  for  the  next  twenty  or  thirty 
years,  and  in  five  years  the  attendance  has  usually  outgrown  the 
accommodation.     Then  comes  the  temptation  to  place  the  pupils  on 
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half  time — an  arrangement  that  is  never  satisfactory.  The  con- 
ditions and  standards  which  control  the  entrance  to  professional  and 
technical  pursuits  have  made  the  secondary  school  a  pre-vocational 
school,  through  which  the  pupil  must  pass  in  order  to  gain  admission, 
as  he  and  his  parents  believe,  to  the  occupations  that  yield  the 
largest  compensation  and  have  in  them  the  leaders  of  American  civili- 
zation. According  to  the  figures  of  the  last  census,  there  were  em- 
ployed in  these  pursuits  1,663,569  persons,  so  that  by  this  time  the 
number  must  have  reached  two  millions.  These  always  desire  for 
their  sons  and  daughters  the  advantages  of  technical  or  professional 
training.  Counting  five  persons  to  a  family,  it  is  apparent  that 
ten  million  persons  are  interested  in  secondary  schools,  from  a  per- 
sonal point  of  view.  To  these  must  be  added  many  who  follow  the 
skilled  handicrafts  and  who  desire  for  their  children  the  best  that 
the  school  can  give.  Parents  and  teachers  in  general  are  beginning 
to  realize  that  the  youth  who  quits  school  before  graduating  from  a 
high  school  is  shutting  against  himself  the  door  of  opportunity  in 
a  hundred  different  directions.  From  this  point  of  view  it  is  easy  to 
understand  the  increase  in  the  attendance  at  our  secondary  schools 
and  the  willingness  of  the  taxpayers  to  authorize  large  loans  for 
the  erection  of  magnificent  high  school  buildings. 

The  school  should  educate  for  leisure  as  well  as  for  vocation.  It 
is  essential  that  life  be  made  worth  living  during  the  hours  which 
are  not  spent  in  earning  a  livelihood.  If  the  hours  which  are  not 
needed  for  bread-winning  are  spent  in  dissipation  and  riotous  living, 
the  eight  hour  day,  for  which  labor  is  struggling,  will  prove  a  curse 
instead  of  a  blessing.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  leisure  hours  can 
be  spent  in  the  enjoyment  of  music,  art  and  literature,  in  devotion 
to  the  things  of  the  mind  and  the  higher  life,  they  will  become  a 
source  of  uplift  and  will  help  to  make  life  worth  living.  The  school 
should  fit  for  avocation  as  well  as  for  vocation,  for  recreation  as  well 
as  for  bread  winning  and  money  making.  From  this  point  of  view 
the  high  school  fulfills  an  important  function  in  the  education  of 
the  rising  generation. 


DKAWING  AND  MUSIC. 

A  language  more  universal  than  English  or  Russian  or  Chinese  is 
the  language  of  the  eye  as  expressed  in  pictures  and  drawings.  Draw 
ing  lies  at  the  foundation  of  our  industrial  life.  It  should  be  taught 
in  every  school.  Whilst  the  many  can  not  be  made  expert  with  the 
pencil  and  the  brush,  all  can  be  taught  how  to  interpret  working 
drawings  and  to  appreciate  the  beautiful  in  drawings,  paintings, 
sculpture  and  architecture. 
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Our  text  books  are  the  finest  in  the  world  and  the  illustrations 
are  models  of  artistic  workmanship  such  as  have  never  been  produced 
where  state  publication  shuts  out  the  rivalry  between  competing 
publishing  houses.  Boys  and  girls  who  are  taught  the  proper  use 
of  their  text  books  soon  learn  to  appreciate  the  beautiful  in  nature 
and  the  fine  arts. 

Among  the  fine  arts  music  is  best  able  to  stir  the  emotions  and 
to  bring  joy  into  the  home.  The  schools  have  not  realized  their 
opportunity  to  make  boys  and  girls  familiar  with  good  music,  and 
to  make  them  appreciate  the  best  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music. 
Supervisors  of  music  who  know  very  little  of  the  pedagogy  of  their 
specialty  ruin  voices  at  the  critical  period  of  child  life  and  sometimes 
destroy  the  love  of  music  in  their  mistaken  effort  to  make  all  our 
pupils  expert  performers  in  the  realm  of  vocal  and  instrumental 
music. 


PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

Increased  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  importance  of  physical 
education.  The  youth  needs  a  healthy,  strong  and  vigorous  body 
for  all  the  duties  of  life.  Parks,  playgrounds,  games,  sports,  athletics, 
calisthenics  and  gymnastics  are  utilized  to  develop  physical  health 
and  strength.  Work  in  the  fields  and  in  the  garden  seems  to  have 
been  forgotten  as  a  means  of  physical  development.  The  latter  is 
of  the  nature  of  work;  the  former  is  regarded  as  recreation  and  is 
more  popular. 

The  wisest  educators  are  now  trying  through  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and 
other  organizations  to  direct  the  leisure  of  the  world;  and  the  school 
is  justified  in  doing  all  in  its  power  to  help  the  movement. 

It- has  been  demonstrated  that  the  cigarette  smoker  can  not  hold 
his  own  either  physically  or  intellectually  alongside  of  those  who 
refrain  from  the  use  of  tobacco.  Nor  are  the  long-lived  people 
recruited  from  the  ranks  of  those  who  devote  their  youth  to  the 
violent  forms  of  athletics. 


INSURANCE  AGAINST   ACCIDENT. 

A  school  district  is  liable  for  accidents  to  teachers  while  on  duty. 
The  State  Workmen's  Insurance  Fund  is  available  at  low  rates  for 
the  insurance  of  teachers  against  accident.  The  vocation  of  teaching 
does  not  belong  to  the  hazardous  occupations  and  a  large  percentage 
of  the  districts  prefer  to  rely  upon  their  taxing  power  in  providing 
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against  possible  indemnity  to  teachers  under  the  law.  But  it  would 
be  wiser  for  the  boards  of  school  directors  to  avail  themsleves  of 
the  State  Insurance  Fund  and  a  goodly  number  of  the  districts  have 
adopted  this  policy.  The  total  number  of  schools  insured  is*581, 
divided  as  follows: 

School  Boards  and  School  Districts, 529 

Normal  Schools, 11 

Boards  of  Education,    iT> 

Colleges,    3 

Miscellaneous,    12 

Of  the  educational  boards,  the  largest  policy  holders  are  Philadel- 
phia and  Pittsburgh.  The  initial  rates  are  ten  per  cent,  lower  than 
those  offered  by  other  companies,  with  the  additional  advantage  of 
a  dividend  at  the  end  of  the  policy  term.  There  is  no  commission 
to  agents  or  overhead  expense  in  the  administration  of  the  State 
fund  which  is  chargeable  to  the  policy  holders'  accounts.  The  policy 
holder  receives  the  guarantee  of  no  assessment  in  addition  to  the 
original  premium,  also  complete  release  from  all  liability  on  account 
of  compensation  liens  which  might  be  filed  by  an  injured  employee. 
As  a  matter  of  reciprocity,  the  school  districts  and  the  institutions 
which  receive  money  from  the  State  should  support  by  their  patronage 
the  State  Workmen's  Insurance  Fund.  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  mention 
that  after  eight  months  of  operation  the  fund  shows  11,310  policy 
holders  covering  128,026  employees  with  an  estimated  annual  income 
of  $722,117.54. 


EPIDEMICS. 

The  Department  of  Public  Instruction  urged  and  secured  universal 
compliance  with  the  edict  of  the  State  Commissioner  of  Health  clos- 
ing the  elementary  schools  until  the  end  of  September  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  the  spread  of  infantile  paralysis.  When  very  little 
is  known  about  the  cause  of  an  epidemic,  drastic  and  extreme  measures 
to  prevent  its  spread  would  seem  justifiable.  Nevertheless  the  clos- 
ing of  the  schools  in  districts  in  which  the  epidemic  did  not  exist 
caused  much  discussion  and  some  heated  debates.  The  motto — 
"Safety  First" — if  carried  too  far,  would  close  the  schools  altogether. 
It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  some  contagious  diseases  tend  to  spread 
whenever  and  wherever  children  congregate  in  large  numbers.  This 
is  true  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  children  are  washed  and  bathed  before 
they  are  sent  to  school,  either  on  Sunday  or  on  week-days.  In  some 
cities  if  the  youngster  has  not  been  properly  cleaned  the  janitor 
gives  him  a  bath  before  he  is  admitted  into  classes  with  other  children. 
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The  same  care  is  not  exercised  when  children  congregate  on  streets, 
playgrounds,  in  moving  picture  shows  and  other  public  places.  The 
desire  to  keep  their  children  isolated  leads  many  parents  to  advocate 
a  postponement  of  the  date  for  the  opening  of  the  schools.  Motives, 
other  than  the  care  of  health,  exert  a  subconscious  influence  upon 
the  public  mind.  People  who  can  afford  to  spend  their  vacations  at 
summer  resorts  are  loath  to  return  home  for  the  sake  of  sending 
their  children  to  school.  Vacation  employment  is  prolonged  whenever 
an  excuse  can  be  found  for  postponing  the  regular  date  for  the  open- 
ing of  the  schools.  For  these  and  other  reasons  there  is  a  growing 
tendency  to  shorten  the  length  of  the  school  term.  If  it  should  be 
proved  that,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  spread  of  contagious 
diseases,  the  schools  must  be  closed  in  districts  in  which  no  epidemic 
exists,  it  will  become  very  difficult  to  keep  the  efficiency  of  the 
schools  up  to  the  standard  of  former  years. 


STANDARD  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

In  no  line  of  effort  is  there  more  visible  progress  than  in  the 
erection  of  new  high  schools.  Structures  costing  from  fifty  to  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  even  more,  are  springing  up  in  our 
cities  and  boroughs  at  a  marvelous  rate.  The  spirit  of  progress  has 
also  reached  some  of  the  wealthier  rural  communities.  In  point  of 
heating,  lighting,  ventilation,  seating  and  sanitation,  these  buildings 
far  surpass  anything  attempted  a  decade  ago.  To  stimulate  improve- 
ment in  rural  conditions  a  scheme  of  county  standard  and  state 
standard  schools  has  been  devised.  The  scheme  will,  without  doubt, 
result  in  progress  in  communities  where  money  is  in  sight  for  the 
needed  improvements.  But  the  stimulus  can  hardly  be  expected  to 
reach  the  districts  where  school  buildings  are  at  their  worst  and 
where  the  taxation  has  reached  the  limit  of  the  burdens  which  the 
happy  taxpayer  feels  able  to  carry.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  State 
school  fund  will  grow  rapidly  enough  to  furnish  revenue  for  aiding  and 
stimulating  the  reconstruction  of  the  school  houses  which  are  a  source 
of  shame  to  the  citizens  of  a  rich  State  like  Pennsylvania. 


MORE  MONEY  FOR  SCHOOL  PURPOSES. 

The  most  serious  of  all  the  problems,  by  which  the  boards  of 
school  directors  are  confronted,  is  the  fincanial  problem.  Nearly 
all  the  districts  %need  more  money  for  school  purposes.  The  ques- 
tion is  how  to  secure  it.  The  State  school  fund,  although  growing, 
is  si  ill  too  small  to  furnish  much  help.    The  money  must  come  from 
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loans,  or  from  the  appropriations  by  the  State,  or  from  local  taxation. 
Districts  can,  without  a  vote  of  the  people,  issue  bonds  up  to  two  per 
cent,  of  the  assessed  valuation.  By  a  majority  vote  of  the  electors 
further  loans  can  be  made  up  to  seven  per  cent,  of  the  assessed  valua- 
tion. According  to  a  recent  ruling  of  the  Attorney  General's  De- 
partment the  electors  of  a  district  can  by  a  three-fifths  vote  issue 
bonds  up  to  ten  per  cent,  of  the  assessed  valuation.  Within  thirty 
years  the  bonds  must  be  paid  off  by  local  taxation.  This  is  the  usual 
method  of  raising  money  for  the  erection  of  new  buildings  and  for 
other  permanent  improvements.  The  bond  issue  may  be  so  large  as 
to  embarrass  the  treasury  and  check  educational  progress.  It  is 
a  doubtful  policy  to  fool  the  public  by  the  erection  of  a  fine  building, 
when  this  must  lead  to  a  lowering  of  salaries  and  to  a  deterioration 
of  the  teaching  force. 

The  efficiency  of  a  school  system  depends  more  upon  the  quality 
of  the  instruction  than  upon  the  physical  equipment.  The  taxation  in 
connection  with  the  liquidation  of  bonds  should  not  interfere  with 
the  current  expense  involved  in  the  efficient  running  of  the  schools. 

In  meeting  current  expenses,  can  much  help  be  expected  from  the 
State  School  Appropriation?  The  revenues  of  the  State  are  diminish- 
ing, whilst  the  expenses  are  increasing.  The  demand  for  inspection 
in  new  fields  has  led  to  the  multiplication  of  boards,  bureaus,  com- 
missions and  other  agencies  of  supervision.  In  some  states  every 
thirtieth  man  is  an  office  holder.  At  times  the  agencies  of  govern- 
mental control  overlap  in  their  jurisdiction  and  issue  conflicting 
regulations.  Constitutional  conventions  have  been  suggested  as  the 
best  means  of  wiping  the  state  clean  and  starting  anew.  If  this  were 
the  proper  place,  much  might  be  said  in  praise  of  the  benefits  which 
the  public  has  derived  from  the  activities  of  our  newly  created  govern- 
mental agencies.  The  fact,  nevertheless,  remains  that  the  school 
appropriation  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  public  schools. 
Whilst  the  local  needs  have  greatly  increased,  the  appropriation  per 
pupil  and  per  school  has  annually  diminished  during  the  last  ten 
years.  Everywhere  the  local  taxes  are  increasing,  and  the  question 
is  how  much  more  will  the  happy  taxpayer  be  willing  to  pay  for 
school  purposes.  Can  additional  sources  of  revenue  be  found  to 
enable  the  legislature  to  come  to  the  relief  of  the  localities  where 
taxation  has  reached  the  maximum  fixed  by  law  ?  The  rural  districts 
are  especially  in  need  of  help.  No  more  important  or  pressing  ques- 
tion can  come  before  the  next  legislature. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  OTAEFFER, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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REPORTS  OF  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS 


ADAMS  COUNTY— H.  Milton  Roth. 


In  submitting  my  annual  report  of  the  public  schools  of  Adams 
county,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  continued  improvement  in  the 
schools. 

The  weather  conditions  for  attending  school  were  very  favorable. 
Many  schools  had  splendid  attendance  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
year.  However,  an  epidemic  of  measles  and  mumps  swept  over  some 
sections  of  the  county  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  which  in- 
terrupted the  attendance  in  a  number  of  schools.  Notwithstanding 
the  epidemic,  more  than  seven  hundred  pupils  were  perfect  in  atten- 
dance during  the  year. 

Eighty-three  pupils  from  the  rural  districts  satisfactorily  completed 
the  eighth  year  work  and  received  the  common  school  diploma.  The 
great  majority  of  these  boys  and  girls  will  enter  our  high  schools. 
During  the  year  one  hundred  fifty-four  non-resident  pupils  attended 
our  high  schools. 

The  Boys'  Agricultural  League  and  the  Girls'  Domestic  Science  and 
Art  League  held  their  annual  contest  during  the  week  of  the  county 
institute.  More  boys  and  girls  were  interested  in  the  contest  than 
heretofore.  The  display  consisted  of  corn,  potatoes,  manual  work, 
bread,  cakes,  jellies,  canned  fruit,  sewing  in  a  great  variety.  Besides 
tills  display,  they  brought  a  large  amount  of  school  work.  Patrons 
and  friends  of  the  schools  in  large  numbers  inspected  the  display 
and  were  much  pleased  with  the  work  the  pupils  are  carrying  on  in 
these  lines. 

The  annual  spelling  contest  was  as  usual  one  of  the  chief  educa- 
tional events  of  the  year. 

The  teachers,  for  the  most  part,  were  wide  awake,  energetic  and 
faithful.  Many  of  them  continue  to  spend  much  of  their  vacation 
in  the  local  normal  schools,  state  normal  schools,  summer  schools, 
ehautauquas  and  universities  in  order  to  better  qualify  for  the  work 
of  their  chosen  profession. 

Our  pedagogical  work  for  the  year  included  the  study  of  Carney's 
"Country  Life  and  the  Country  School"  and  "Seeley's  History  of 
Education."  By  examination  I  found  that  splendid  work  was  done 
which  will  prove  profitable  to  our  teaching  body. 

(13) 
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The  teachers  continue  to  conduct  separate  teachers'  meetings  and 
the  regular  educational  gatherings  for  the  general  public. 

Our  directors  are  interested  and  progressive.  As  a  rule,  they  are 
economical  and  are  not  ready  to  spend  the  money  of  the  district 
unless  they  are  convinced  that  it  will  bring  better  things  for  the 
schools.  Highland  and  Franklin  townships  have  each  closed  one 
school  on  account  of  small  attendance.  I  believe  other  districts 
will  follow  next  year.  The  cost  per  pupil  is  entirely  too  high  where 
there  are  but  from  six  to  ten  pupils.  In  schools  of  that  size  it  is 
impossible  for  a  teacher  to  arouse  and  maintain  interest.  The  pupils 
will  do  much  better  if  placed  in  larger  schools. 

Abbottstown  built  an  additional  room  to  their  school  building 
which  was  occupied  by  the  high  school.  The  Pitzer  school  house, 
in  Cumberland  township,  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  January.  During 
the  balance  of  the  term  the  pupils  of  the  school  were  distributed  in 
some  of  the  other  schools  of  the  township.  The  board  of  directors  have 
built  a  beautiful,  substantial,  up-to-date,  brick  house,  on  a  new  site 
which  is  a  credit  to  the  directors  as  well  as  the  district.  Union  town- 
ship enlarged  the  play  ground  at  the  Valley  Grove  school  house.  Many 
other  districts  repaired,  repainted  and  otherwise  improved  their 
buildings.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  disgraceful  outbuildings  are 
being  replaced  by  up-to-date  buildings  in  a  number  of  districts. 

The  fifteenth  annual  Summer  Meeting  and  School  of  Methods  was 
held  in  Gettysburg,  August  19,  20,  and  21,  1915,  with  an  attendance 
of  two  hundred  teachers.  Dr.  P.  M.  Harbold,  of  Millersville ;  Prof. 
J.  E.  Heiges,  of  Shippensburg;  Prof.  W.  W.  Eisenhart,  University 
of  Pennsylvania ;  Miss  Alma  G.  Rice,  Clarion ;  Miss  Mary  R.  Harris, 
Shippensburg;  Miss  Clara  A.  Myers,  Kutztown;  Prof.  C.  H.  Lady, 
Columbia  University,  were  the  instructors.  The  work  given  was  sane, 
profitable  and  interesting  and  well  received  by  the  teachers.  The 
discussions  included  the  following  subjects:  arithmetic,  reading,  geog- 
raphy, picture  study,  story  telling,  language  work,  lesson  assignment, 
work  for  noon  and  recess,  the  teacher's  preparation  for  the  first  day, 
essentials  of  a  study  lesson  and  History  of  Education.  These  meet- 
ings are  doing  for  our  young  teachers  probably  more  than  any  other 
factor  in  the  way  of  preparing  them  for  their  first  year's  work.  We 
can  see  the  results  of  these  meetings  in  the  schools. 

The  county  teachers'  institute  was  one  of  the  largest  and  best  ever 
held  in  the  county.  All  the  teachers  were  in  attendance.  The  interest, 
attention  and  quality  of  work  were  the  very  best. 

Instructors. 

Dr.  Joseph  Swain,  Swarthmore  College. 
Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Dr.  George  W.  Hull,  Millersville. 
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Dr.  Ezra  Lehman,  Shippensburg.    . 
Dr.  William  C.  Williams,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 
Dr.  A.  R.  Wentz,  Gettysburg. 
Prof.  H.  H.  Shenk. 

Dr.  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  visited 
the  institute  and  made  a  short  address.  Dr.  Brumbaugh  was  a  great 
favorite  with  the  Adams  County  teachers  when  he  was  on  the  lecture 
platform. 

Evenings. 

The  American  Girls. 

Edward  Amherst  Ott. 

The  Smith-Spring-Holmes  Quintet. 

The  American  Quartet. 

The  twenty-fifth  annual  session  of  the  Adams  county  Director's 
Association  was  held  February  17  and  18th,  1916.  Rev.  J.  B.  Baker, 
Gettysburg,  conducted  the  opening  exercises,  Rev.  William  K.  Fleck, 
Fairfield,  delivered  the  annual  address  and  Mr.  Howard  S.  Reigle, 
MeSherrystown,  made  an  interesting  and  instructive  report  of  the 
State  Convention.  The  strong  and  profitable  instruction  on  this 
occasion  was  given  by  the  following: 

Mr.  H.  W.  Foght,  Washington,  I).  C. 
Mr.  Millard  B.  King,  Harrisburg. 
Dr.  Edwin  E.  Sparks,  State  College. 
Dr.  A.  C.  Rothermel,  Kutztown. 
Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnes,  Steelton. 

Delegates  to  State  Convention. 

Mr.  Clayton  Berkheimer,  Oxford. 
Mr.  Frank  Becker,  Conewago. 
Mr.  Milton  R,  Remmel,  Gettysburg. 
George  Oyler,  Franklin. 
Aaron  I.  Weidner,  Arendtsville. 

Alternate  Delegates. 

Mr.  William  F.  Fleming,  Straban. 
Mr.  Elson  G.  Lower,  Butler. 
Mr.  Eli  C.  Fitz,  Liberty. 
Mr.  H.  Thomas  Harman,  Germany. 
Mr.  Frederick  E.  Giiest,  Menallen. 

Officers. 

Rev.  Williams  K.  Fleck,  Fairfield,  President. 
First  Vice  President,  William  E.  Grove,  York  Springs. 
Second  Vice  President,  Wilfie  R.  Peters,  Menallen. 
Secretary,  John  A.  Guise,  Huntingdon. 
Treasurer,  Gcoige  A.  Klingel,  New  Oxford. 
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The  discussions  were  spirited,  the  addresses  were  very  helpful  and 
the  meeting  was  full  of  life  and  interest. 


In  Memoriam. 

After  a  prolonged  illness,  Prof.  Willis  A.  Burgoon,  Supervising 
Principal  of  the  Gettysburg  public  schools  for  seven  years,  passed 
to  his  eternal  reward  at  his  home,  Baltimore  street,  Gettysburg. 

The  passing  away  of  Prof.  Burgoon  was  felt  not  only  in  the  school, 
but  also  in  the  town  and  the  surrounding  community.  He  was  a  great 
teacher.  His  chosen  profession,  to  which  he  had  solemnly  dedicated 
himself,  was  to  teach  and  mould  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  young, 
than  which  there  is  no  more  delightful,  no  grander  calling  in  all 
the  earth.  The  school  was  his  throne  room,  it  was  there  that  he  sat 
regnant,  there  that  he  won  the  crown.  He  often  wended  his  way 
to  the  school  building  when  every  step  meant  weariness  and  pain. 
His  was  a  great  soul.  He  was  taken  away  in  the  prime  of  his  life 
and  the  heights  of  his  usefulness. 

Mr.  Clayton  H.  Eichelberger,  a  successful  teacher  of  Tyrone  town- 
ship, died  January  31,  1916,  after  a  lingering  illness.  He  was  com- 
pelled to  give  up  his  school  in  the  early  part  of  the  term  on  account 
of  ill  health.  Mr.  Eichelberger  was  a  good  teacher,  an  exemplary 
citizen  and  a  Christian  gentleman. 

The  day  after  Mr.  Edwin  E.  Mummert  closed  his  first  term  of 
teaching,  in  Beading  township,  he  was  killed  by  a  tree  falling  on 
him.  Mr.  Mummert  was  a  very  congenial  gentleman  and  would 
have  made  his  mark  in  the  teaching  business  had  he  not  been  called 
away  so  young  in  life. 

With  the  help  of  a  genial  and  efficient  assistant  during  the  past 
year  we  were  able  not  only  to  accomplish  a  great  deal  more  in  the 
office  work  but  were  also  able  to  make  twice  as  many  visits  and  do 
much  better  work  in  the  line  of  supervision  and  attendance  at  the 
educational  meetings. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  teachers  for  their  cordial  support,  to  the 
papers  of  the  county  for  their  assistance  in  furthering  the  cause  of 
education,  to  the  directors  for  their  support  given,  and  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  for  aid  and  encouragement  given. 
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ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Samuel  Hamilton. 


Last  year  the  Allegheny  County  Principals'  Round  Table  in  con- 
junction with  our  office  made  a  survey  of  our  schools  in  arithmetic, 
spelling  and  penmanship.  These  tests  sought  to  reveal  the  methods 
used,  to  measure  the  results  obtained,  to  give  to  principals  and 
teachers  a  scientific  attitude  toward  the  great  educational  problems 
they  are  trying  to  solve,  to  show  teachers  and  principals  by  tabulated 
results  the  efficiency  of  their  schools  in  comparison  with  other  schools 
of  similar  grade,  to  point  out  as  far  as  possible  the  plans  and  methods 
by  which  the  higher  efficiency  in  certain  schools  was  secured,  and 
to  encourage  principals  and  teachers  to  modify  their  plans  and 
methods  in  accordance  with  these  in  which  the  best  results  are 
secured. 

Tn  making  these  tests  of  efficiency  the  identity  of  each  school  was 
carefully  concealed  from  all  until  the  work  was  completed.  Each 
school  was  entered  under  a  number  known  only  by  its  principal.  By 
this  plan  he  was  enabled  to  see,  by  comparison,  the  strength  or  weak- 
ness of  his  work  in  the  lines  tested  and  to  avoid  embarrassing  criti- 
cism by  his  competitors. 

Arithmetic  Survey. — The  survey  in  arithmetic  included  only  the 
fourth  grade.  Its  chief  purpose  was  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  skill 
our  children  possessed  in  the  fundamental  operations;  hence,  the 
tests  were  confined  to  the  mechanics  of  the  subject. 

The  Plan. — The  test  was  given  only  to  children  beginning  fourth 
grade  work  in  September  preceding  the  test,  on  February  third.  In 
each  school  the  test  was  conducted  by  a  disinterested  party,  who 
selected  from  each  school  at  random  twenty  pupils  to  take  the  test. 
The  number  of  problems  in  each  of  he  fundamental  operations  was  as 
follows:  Twenty  in  addition  each  containing  eight  addends  of  four 
figures  each;  twenty  in  subtraction,  the  minuend  and  subtrahend 
each  containing  six  digits;  twenty  in  multiplication,  the  mulitplicand 
consisting  of  five  digits  and  the  multiplier  two,  with  an  occasonal 
naught;  fifteen  in  division,  the  dividend  in  each  problem,  containing 
six  digits  and  the  divisor  two.  The  time  limit  was  as  follows:  ad- 
dition eight  minutes;  subtraction,  five  minutes;  multiplication  and 
division  each  eight  minutes.  No  problem  was  given  any  credit  unless 
free  from  mathematical  errors. 

It  is  impossible  in  a  brief  report  to  give  fine  details  of  the  test, 
but  a  few  items  and  conclusions  may  be  noted: 

CI)     Results  varied  from  27  per  cent,  to  75  per  cent,  in  accuracy, 
and  in  speed,  the  variations  were  even  more  marked.    The  following 
2—6—1916 


18  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.   Doc. 

is  an  illustration :  One  school  attempts  the  solution  of  1165  problems 
in  the  time  limit,  another,  318.  One  has  an  average  accuracy  of  75.6 
per  cent.,  another  but  27  per  cent.  One  solves  correctly  in  addition 
!  ii;  problems,  another  11.  One  solves  in  subtraction  303,  another  but 
78.  In  multiplication,  one  solves  206,  another  25.  In  division  one 
solves  correctly  132,  another,  one. 

(2)  Speed  in  many  cases  was  emphasized  to  the  detriment  of  ac- 
curacy. 

(3)  Multiplication  and  subtraction  are  better  taught  than  addi- 
tion and  division. 

(4)  The  great  variations  in  results  suggest  the  need  of  better 
grading  or  better  supervision. 

(5)  The  recitation  period  reaches  its  maximum  efficiency  in  thirty 
minutes. 

(6)  Home  study  requirements  are  not  worth  the  cost. 

(7)  Intensive  five-minute  drills  are  preferable  to  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  minute  periods. 

Spelling  Survey. — The  survey  in  spelling  included  the  seventh 
grade  only.  A  list  of  fifty  words,  each  containing  a  difficulty,  but 
within  the  range  of  the  reading  of  an  average  sixth  grade  pupil,  was 
given  for  spelling  and  syllabalizing. 

The  purpose  of  the  test  was  to  discover,  if  possible,  the  types  of 
words  which  are  most  often  misspelled  and  to  ascertain  the  methods 
by  which  the  best  spelling  is  secured.  A  questionnaire,  therefore, 
accompanied  the  list  of  words  asking  for  information  as  follows:  The 
method  of  selecting  words;  the  method  of  studying  the  lesson;  the 
method  of  conducting  the  recitation;  the  value  of  rules,  phonics,  and 
syllabication ;  the  amount  of  time  devoted  to  study  and  to  recitation. 

A  few  conclusions  of  the  survey  follows: 

(1)  Words  containing  obscure  or  elided  vowels  are  most  frequently 
misspelled. 

(2)  Common  mispronunciation  of  words  both  by  teacher  and 
pupils  is  responsible  for  much  poor  spelling. 

(3)  Spelling  will  be  improved  by  pointing  out  the  difficulties  in 
each  word  at  the  time  the  lesson  is  studied,  and  by  spelling  orally  and 
in  syllables  all  new  words  before  finally  writing  them. 

(4)  A  "spelling  book,"  though  open  to  criticism,  is  better  than 
teachers'  lists  however  discriminately  selected. 

Penmanship  Survey. — The  survey  in  penmanship  aimed,  first  to 
determine  flip  degree  of  legibility  and  speed  our  children  have;  second, 
to  discover  the  conditions  under  which  the  results  are  obtained ;  third, 
to  draw  such  conclusions  from  a  comparative  study  of  the  manuscripts 
as  would  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  subject.  The  following  is 
a  summary  of  the  committee's  conclusions: 
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(1)  Slow  writing  or  rapid  writing,  good  writing  or  poor  writing, 
are  habits  in  the  pupil  for  which  the  teaching  is  responsible. 

(2)  The  aims  and  ideals  of  the  schools  tested  vary  almost  infinitely, 
the  range  of  variation  in  form  extending  from  practical  illegibility  to 
approximate  perfection. 

(3)  Almost  without  exception  increase  in  speed  was  accompanied 
by  a  loss  in  form. 

(4)  If  good  forms  are  to  be  acquired,  they  must  be  definitely 
taught  and  emphasized  either  in  the  primary  grades  or  in  all  grades. 

(5)  The  special  supervisor  of  writing  has  not  secured  more  than 
average  results. 

(6)  A  reasonable  amount  of  unsupervised  writing  for  busy  work 
in  the  primary  grades  is  beneficial. 

(7)  The  wide  variation  in  results  obtained  by  both  the  form  and 
the  movement  systems  indicates  that  results  are  not  dependent  upon 
systesm  of  penmanship,  but  upon  the  well  laid  and  vigorously  executed 
plans  of  individual  principals  and  superintendents,  supported  by  a 
body  of  faithful  and  efficient  teachers. 

(8)  No  definite  conclusion  can  be  drawn  from  the  results  of  this 
test  as  to  the  absolute  merits  of  the  movement  systems  of  writing, 
as  the  results  show  such  a  wide  range  of  variation  in  the  several 
schools  using  them. 

(9)  No  definite  standard  for  either  form  or  speed  can  be  pre- 
scribed ;  but  the  aim  should  be  to  develop  in  the  pupil  the  maximum 
of  speed  compatible  with  correct  (not  perfect)  letter  forms. 

Inter-High  School  Delates. — Most  of  our  schools  now  maintain  or- 
ganized debating  societies  and  a  number  of  these  schools  are  mem- 
bers of  the  inter-high  school  debating  league  which  is  directed  by  a 
committee  of  the  Principals'  Round  Table.  A  scholarship  offered  by 
die  University  of  Pittsburgh  was  awarded  to  the  pupil  with  the  best 
record.  The  University  of  Pittsburgh  has  provided  a  manual  of  debate 
which  includes  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  county  contests,  lists  of 
questions  for  debate,  and  references  for  debating  work.  The  large 
returns  to  the  student  to  the  school  and  to  the  community  amply 
repay  all  expenditures  of  time  and  energy,  and  prove  the  debate  a 
strong  factor  in  vitalizing  the  work  of  our  schools. 

Organized  Play. — A  feature  of  our  annual  institute  which  added 
much  to  its  success  this  year  was  a  demonstration  of  organized  play 
given  by  Prof.  W.  F.  Ashe,  Director  of  the  Pittsburgh  Bureau  of 
Recreation.  Folk  dances  and  indoor  games  of  various  types  were 
given  by  groups  of  children  from  the  playgrounds.  During  one  of 
the  sessions  the  whole  institute  assembled  on  the  lawn  beside  the 
Carnegie  Library  building  and  witnessed  an  interesting  demonstra- 
tion of  outdoor  games.  Twenty  groups  of  teacher-volunteers  from 
the  institute  classified  according  to  the  several  school  grades  (each 
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group  being  in  charge  of  a  playground  teacher)  were  taught  ten 
different  games  which  can  be  played  most  successfully  on  the  average 
school  playground.  This  demonstration  proved  to  be  even  more 
practical  and  helpful  than  was  anticipated  by  those  who  had  planned 
it.  It  was  probably  the  very  best  means  of  giving  play  in  the  curri- 
culum the  emphasis  it  so  much  needs,  and  our  teachers  will  go  to 
their  schools  with  a  new  insight  into  the  possibilities  of  play. 

Club  Work  for  Boys  and  Girls. — Since  our  last,  report  an  effort  has 
been  made  to  direct  to  some  extent  the  club  work  of  the  school  boys 
and  girls  from  the  county  office.  The  size  of  the  county  will  not  admit 
of  much  more  than  a  general  oversight,  a  planning  of  the  activities 
to  be  taken  up,  and  the  encouragment  of  local  leaders  and  club  mem- 
bers. The  success  of  the  movement  will  depend  on  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  local  leader  and  the  personal  force  of  the  club  member's 
teacher. 

The  work  so  far  has  been  about  all  confined  to  vegetable  garden 
clubs  and  poultry  clubs.  The  organization  of  the  work  began  in  the 
spring  of  this  year,  with  an  enrollment  of  about  thirteen  hundred 
boys  and  girls  in  the  garden  clubs  and  about  four  hundred  fifty  in  the. 
poultry  clubs.  By  next  spring  an  effort  will  be  made  to  orgnnize  flower 
gardens  with  a  view  to  beautifying  summer  environments  and  to 
organize  canning  clubs  with  a  view  to  helping  in  household  economy. 
For  the  winter  season  handicraft  clubs  will  be  organized. 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY— C.  M.  Heilman. 


In  summing  up  the  work  of  the  past  school  year,  we  find  substantial 
advancement  made  along  a  number  of  lines  and  in  general  the  work 
accomplished  has  been  satisfactory. 

Teachers. 
More  teachers  each  year  are  taking  advantage  of  the  vacation  season 
by  going  to  school  and  better  preparing  themselves  for  the  work. 
This  is  manifesting  itself  in  the  school  room  and  also  in  the  examina- 
tions. We  have  had  a  smaller  percentage  of  failures  during  the 
past  year  than  ever  before.  The  teachers  are  eager  to  secure  a  higher 
grade  certificate  and  are  working  accordingly.  The  scarcity  of  teach- 
ers still  continues  and  many  from  outside  the  county  have  been  em- 
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ployed.    The  wages  in  many  districts  have  been  increased  which  is 
resulting  in  securing  better  teachers. 

Educational  Meetings. 

Previous  to  the  opening  of  the  schools  of  the  county,  a  School  of 
Methods,  the  first  in  Armstrong  County,  was  held  at  Kittanning. 
More  than  225  teachers  were  in  attendance  and  the  interest  shown 
went  beyond  our  expectations  for  the  first  year.  Teachers  were 
intensely  interested  and  greatly  pleased  with  the  help  which  they 
received  and  results  were  plainly  seen  in  the  work  accomplished. 

Our  institute  was  held  Dec.  20-24.  The  following  excellent  corps 
of  instructors  appeared  before  the  teachers  during  the  week: 

Dr.  Geo.  H.  Tapy,  Wabash  College. 
Dr.  Waitman  Barbe,  University  of  W.  Va. 
Dr.  C.  B.  Robertson,  University  of  Pittsburgh. 
Dr.  T.  J.  Kirby,  University  of  Pittsburgh. 
Prof.  Robert  J.  McDowell,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

The  instruction  at  the  various  day  sessions  was  of  a  high  order 
while  the  evening  entertainments  were  inspiring  and  helpful. 

The  Directors'  Association  convened  Nov.  26,  and  continued  until 
noon  of  the  27th.  The  meeting  was  well  attended  and  the  various 
topics  appearing  on  the  program  were  ably  discussed.  On  the  evening 
of  the  26th,  Bishop  Hughes  delighted  a  large  audience  with  his 
splendid  lecture  on  "The  Biography  of  a  Boy." 

Many  local  institutes  were  held  at  various  times  and  places  through- 
out the  year  with  a  greater  number  of  teachers  than  usual  taking  an 
active  part. 

New  Buildings. 
A  modern  four  room  building  was  built  at  Cadogan,  a  new  mining 
town  and  three  of  the  four  rooms  will  be  put  into  use  the  beginning 
of  the  next  school  term.  A  very  fine  single  room  building  was  built 
at  Mahoning,  Pine  township.  The  building  is  of  buff  brick,  with  cloak 
rooms  and  furnace  and  is  a  credit  to  the  community.  Four  additional 
rooms  are  in  the  course  of  construction  at  both  Rural  Valley  and 
Yatesboro  and  are  expected  to  be  completed  for  the  opening  of  the 
next  term. 

Special  Activities. 
We  inaugurated  during  the  year  Boys'  Corn  Club  Work  and  Play- 
ground  Improvement  Day.     We  are  unfortunate  in   not  having  a 
County  Agriculturist  in  our  county  but  we  have  done  our  part  toward 
securing  one  in  organizing  a  Farm  Bureau  and  securing  an  appro- 
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priation  from  the  county  commissioners  for  carrying  on  the  work. 
Our  application  is  on  file  at  State  College  and  Ave  expect  in  our  next 
report  to  be  able  to  report  an  agriculturist  at  work.  However,  the 
club  work  has  been  started  and  the  boys  are  much  interested  in 
their  acres  of  corn. 

The  afternoon  of  the  21st  of  October  was  set  aside  to  be  observed 
in  the  planting  of  trees,  renovating  the  buildings  and  in  improving 
the  playgrounds  in  general.  We  are  very  much  pleased  to  state  that 
the  great  majority  of  teachers  took  an  active  part  in  this  work,  in 
fact  they  seemed  delighted  to  do  anything  they  could  to  make  the 
school  buildings  and  grounds  more  attractive. 

School  Directors  Progressive. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  progressive  spirit  is  manifesting 
itself  among  the  directors  throughout  the  county.  By  the  time  school 
opens  for  another  term,  the  great  majority  of  the  school  boards  will 
have  adopted  some  method  for  teaching  primary  reading,  which  must 
result  in  better  reading  in  our  schools.  The  new  buildings  recently 
erected  as  well  as  those  under  course  of  construction  are  all  modern 
in  every  respect.  More  interest  has  been  shown  in  the  selection  of  text 
books  and  in  securing  and  retaining  good  teachers. 

We  desire  to  extend  our  thanks  to  the  Department  for  helpful 
information  given,  to  the  press  for  publishing  educational  happenings 
during  the  year,  to  directors  and  teachers  for  their  co-operation, 
and  to  all  who  in  any  way  helped  to  make  the  school  year  a  success. 


BEAVER  COUNTY— David  C.  Locke. 


In  reporting  substantial  progress  for  the  schools  of  Beaver  county 
during  the  school  year  of  1915-16,  we  feel  that  the  facts  below  justify 
the  statement.  During  the  past  year  the  following  elements  have 
bettered  school  conditions:  (a)  Our  directors  have  made  substantial 
improvements  by  erecting  several  new  houses;  cleaning,  repairing, 
and  painting  others;  drilling  water  wells  on  school  property;  pur- 
chasing modern  furnishings;  and  increasing  salaries  of  teachers, 
(b)  A  larger  proportion  than  usual  of  our  teachers  attended  summer 
schools,  and  returned  to  their  work  with  added  zeal  and  increased 
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efficiency,  (c)  School  sanitation  and  compulsory  attendance  were 
more  carefully  observed,  (d)  An  able  and  efficient  assistant  super- 
intendent made  possible  examining  and  classifying  the  rural  schools. 

During  the  year  a  fine  brick  structure  of  ten  class  rooms  was  com- 
pleted in  Bridgewater  Borough  and  will  be  dedicated  at  the  beginning 
of  the  school  term  in  September.  In  Homewood  Borough  a  good  two 
loomed  brick  building  was  erected  and  dedicated  in  time  for  the  open- 
ing of  the  school  term.  Many  school  houses  in  the  rural  districts 
have  been  extensively  repaired  and  painted.  The  old  double  seats 
in  the  rural  schools  are  fast  disappearing  and  steel  sanitary  desks 
and  chairs  are  being  put  in  place.  Building  on  an  extensive  scale 
is  now  being  planned  in  Woodlawn,  Beaver,  and  Midland  Boroughs. 
A  bond  issue  has  just  been  secured  and  contract  let  for  a  splendid 
ten  roomed  building  for  the  grades  in  Woodlawn  Borough.  This 
will  be  the  fourth  building  to  be  erected  in  the  past  six  years  in 
this  thriving  steel  center,  and  when  completed  together  with  other  new 
buildings  will  represent  an  outlay  of  over  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars  for  school  buildings.  In  Midland  Borough,  a  second  fast 
growing  center  of  activity,  plans  and  specifications  are  about  com- 
pleted to  erect  a  third  large  structure  of  ten  rooms  and  an  auditorium. 
In  Beaver  Borough,  the  Board  of  Education  is  advertising  for  bids 
to  build  a  $40,000  to  $50,000  brick  building  of  eight  rooms.  In 
Monaca  Borough,  the  Board  of  Education  will  purchase  one  or  more 
portable  school  houses  for  present  use  and  will  plan  to  erect  a  build- 
ing in  the  near  future. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Fry,  of  the  H.  C.  Fry  Glass  Company  of  Rochester,  has 
donated  the  ground  and  will  erect  a  modern  up  to  date  fire-proof 
building  with  all  modern  conveniences  and  latest  equipment  for  the 
use  of  Rochester  Township  to  be  used  for  a  Continuation  School. 
The  plans  have  been  approved  by  the  State  Board  and  the  building 
will  be  erected  in  time  for  the  beginning  of  the  school  term. 

The  salaries  have  been  increased  in  all  the  large  boroughs,  and  a 
salary  schedule  has  been  adopted  in  Woodlawn  Borough.  In  seven- 
teen of  the  twenty-seven  townships,  salaries  were  increased.  In 
only  two  townships  salaries  decreased  and  this  was  due  entirely 
to  the  grade  of  certificates  held  by  the  teachers. 

There  has  been  u  marked  improvement  in  the  individual  teaching 
ability  of  our  grade  and  rural  teachers.  This  improvement  is  due 
almost  entirely  to  better  preparation  gained  in  summer  training 
schools.  Out  of  a  total  number  of  three  hundred  seventy-three 
teachers,  only  sixty-eight  were  inexperienced  and  twent}r-one  of  this 
number  were  either  college  or  normal  graduates,  leaving  but  forty- 
seven  inexperienced  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  and 
every  one  of  those  took  a  special  course  in  a  summer  training  school 
before  coming  on  examination.    The  certification  of  our  teachers  for 


24  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.   Doc. 

the  past  year  is  as  follows:  There  were  thirty -nine  college  graduates, 
sixty-seven  normal  graduates,  thirty-one  held  county  or  state  certi- 
ficates, one  hundred  held  professional  certificates,  one  hundred  twenty- 
six  held  provisional  certificates,  and  ten  held  special  certificates. 

The  school  sanitation  has  been  much  improved  in  nearly,  if  not 
quite  all  of  our  schools.  In  a  number  of  places  where  the  school 
toilets  did  not  conform  to  law  the  building  has  been  relocated  with 
proper  vaults  and  screens.  Care  has  been  exercised  in  selecting  the 
color  of  window  shades  and  paint  used  on  inside  work.  Various 
preparations  for  abating  the  dust  on  floors  have  been  provided,  and 
janitors  are  now  secured  by  the  directors  in  most  of  the  rural 
schools. 

In  this  county,  which  is  traversed  by  the  Ohio  and  Beaver  rivers  and 
their  tributaries,  the  roads  in  many  instances  are  circuitous  and 
steep,  and  are  usually  bad  the  greater  part  of  the  school  year.  This 
makes  a  superintendent's  work  extremely  difficult  when  he  attempts 
to  visit  all  schools  of  the  county,  staying  in  each  one  long  enough  to 
test  the  efficiency  of  the  teaching,  render  any  help,  and  give  advice 
where  needed. 

The  appointment  of  Prof.  E.  D.  Davidson,  Principal  of  Conway 
Borough  Schools,  has  enabled  me  to  spend  the  greater  part  of  the  past 
year  in  the  schools.  Together  with  the  help  of  my  assistant,  we  pre- 
pared a  brief  course  of  study  for  one  room  schools.  A  test  examina- 
tion for  all  grades  was  prepared  and  sent  out  to  all  the  rural  schools. 
This  test  enabled  teachers  to  classify  properly  their  pupils.  Near  the 
end  of  the  seven  month  terms,  a  final  examination  test  was  prepared 
and  sent  to  all  teachers.  A  report  was  required  from  all  schools,  and 
a  record  made  in  the  Teacher's  Monthly  Eeport  Book.  All  pupils 
successfully  passing  the  eighth  grade  test  were  granted  common  school 
diplomas  and  recommended  for  entrance  to  high  school.  At  a  later 
date  we  examined  the  pupils  of  the  eight  and  nine  month  terms. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  in  Beaver,  Pa.,  August  23  to  27, 1915. 
If  we  are  to  judge  by  what  teachers  and  patrons  said  about  the 
meeting,  no  more  successful  institute  was  ever  held  in  the  county. 
Departmental  work  was  the  order  during  the  morning  sessions,  and 
general  instruction  in  the  afternoons.  Our  instructors  were  Dr.  H. 
W.  Foght,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  Dr.  L.  H.  Beelei*  of  Chicago,  Miss 
Margaret  T.  McGuire,  of  Philadelphia,  Miss  Margaret  L.  Lynch,  of 
Larchmont,  N.  Y.,  State  High  School  Inspector  C.  D.  Koch,  and  Dr. 
Frank  E.  Baker,  of  Edinboro  Normal,  Edinboro,  Pa. 

Our  Summer  Training  School  for  Beaver  County  teachers  opened 
June  12th,  with  an  attendance  of  over  two  hundred,  including  a 
number  of  students  from  other  counties.  All  rural  teachers  are  re- 
ceiving instruction  in  agriculture.  Practical  methods  will  be  taught 
throughout  the  term  which  will  close  July  21st. 
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Acknowledging  our  gratitude  to  all  who  have  contributed  to  the 
success  of  Beaver  county  schools  during  the  past  year,  and  hoping 
with  the  help  of  loyal  teachers,  principals,  and  directors  to  build  our 
school  system  up  to  a  much  higher  plane,  we  submit  our  eighth 
annual  report. 


BEDFORD  COUNTY— Lloyd  H.  Hinkle. 


During  the  past  year  marked  progress  was  made  for  the  betterment 
of  our  county  educationally.  The  strongest  evidence  of  this  advance- 
ment is  the  increasing  interest  our  directors,  teachers,  patrons  and 
pupils  have  taken  in  school  work.  Our  people  have  faith  in  education 
and  they  have  invariably  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  building  up 
an  efficient  school  system.  They  more  fully  appreciate  the  importance, 
the  magnitude,  the  value  and  the  purpose  of  public  education. 

Probably  this  growth  of  interest  is  more  largely  due  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  local  institutes  and  educational  meetings  held  through- 
out the  county  than  to  any  other  agency.  In  these  meetings  questions 
of  vital  importance  in  the  various  lines  of  school  work  were  dis- 
cussed which  resulted  in  a  better  acquaintance  of  parents  with  school 
work  and  methods  and  better  acquaintance  of  teachers  with  home 
conditions  and  influence. 

Early  in  the  month  of  July  1915,  Prof.  H.  D.  Metzger,  of  Hyndman 
was  appointed  by  the  county  superintendent  to  the  office  of  assistant 
superintendent.  The  appointment  was  unanimously  confirmed  by  the 
five  officers  of  the  Bedford  County  School  Directors'  Association. 
Mr.  Metzger  is  an  efficient  school  man.  We  were  thus  enabled  to  give 
more  attention  to  the  supervision  of  our  schools, 

Osterburg  Independent  district  and  Broad  Top  township  each 
erected  a  handsome  two-room  brick  building.  The  buildings  were 
dedicated  with  appropriate  public  exercises.  Mann  township  built 
a  fine  one-room  frame  building.  These  temples  of  learning  stand 
as  a  credit  to  the  directors  and  citizens  of  these  districts. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning 
December  20th.  The  attendance  was  very  good  and  the  interest  man- 
ifested in  all  the  sessions  was  remarkable.  The  instructors  were 
Dr.  Arthur  H.  Harrop,  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Dr.  A.  B.  Bunn  Van  Ormer, 
Dr.  Edward  Howard  Griggs  and  Prof.  Thomas  L.  Gibson.  The  two 
evening  lectures  were  given  by  Dr.  Edward  Howard  Griggs  and  Hon, 
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Thomas  Brooks  Fletcher.  The  two  entertainments  were  given  by  the 
Old  Home  Singers  and  the  Weber  Male  Quartet.  The  institute  was 
a  complete  success  in  every  respect. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  on  December  22  and  23.  The 
meetings  were  addressed  by  the  instructors  of  the  County  Institute, 
and  by  M.  H.  Kramer,  Esq.,  Prof.  J.  Anson  Wright,  Hon.  Wm. 
Lauder  and  Augustus  Troutman,  Esq.,  members  of  the  Association. 
The  addresses  were  all  appropriate  and  full  of  good  common  sense. 

Parent  Teacher  Associations  held  regular  monthly  meetings  in 
the  boroughs  of  Bedford  and  Saxton.  They  are  an  important  factor 
in  improving  school  conditions. 

Our  Patrons'  Day  inaugurated  last  year  was  again  observed  this 
year.  Unusual  interest  was  manifested  by  patrons  and  directors. 
Thousands  of  people  visited  the  schools  during  the  day. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  the  rapid  growth  of  our  high  schools. 
Some  of  the  schools  in  the  county  have  almost  all  the  students  they 
can  accommodate.  Each  year  a  greater  number  of  eighth  grade  pupils 
are  seeking  a  more  extended  education  than  that  offered  by  the  gram- 
mar school. 

One  hundred  eighty  pupils  entered  the  examination  for  common 
school  graduation.     Ninety-five  passed  and  received  diplomas. 

Our  teaching  force  manifested  during  the  year  a  desire  for  self- 
improvement.  A  number  of  our  teachers  found  time  to  take  up 
academic  and  professional  work  at  State  College  and  other  institu- 
tions of  learning.  For  this  they  are  to  be  commended.  A  growing 
teacher  generally  means  an  efficient  school.  We  hope  to  have  more 
of  our  teachers  take  advantage  ofthe  summer  courses  offered  by  the 
various  educational  institutions. 

Special  effort  was  made  during  the  year  to  vitalize  the  teaching 
of  English  grammar,  arithmetic,  reading  and  penmanship.  These 
are  basal  subjects  and  ought  to  be  well  mastered  by  every  boy  and 
girl  in  the  school.  The  results  have  not  been  entirely  satisfactory 
but  we  shall  put  forth  still  greater  efforts  for  their  advancement 
during  the  coming  years. 

There  were  many  other  features  worthy  of  note  in  connection  with 
the  school  work  of  the  county  but  they  cannot  be  mentioned  here. 

In  conclusion  we  desire  to  express  to  the  press,  school  officials, 
teachers  and  friends  of  public  education  our  sincere  appreciation  for 
their  loyal  support  and  co-operation.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  the 
members  of  the  State  Department  for  their  many  favors,  kindnesses 
and  courtesies. 
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BERKS  COUNTY— Eli  M.  Rapp. 


Closer  Supervision. 
The  most  important  event  educationally  during  the  past  school  year 
was  the  appointment  of  two  assistant  county  superintendents  as 
provided  by  the  school  code  and  made  possible  by  an  appropriation 
for  the  same  by  the  last  state  legislature.  The  demand  for  real 
supervision  for  the  rural  schools  could  no  longer  be  resisted.  Here- 
tofore it  was  a  formal  administrative  matter  that  scarcely  took  cog- 
nizance of  the  details  of  class-room  instruction.  No  system  of  schools 
can  run  successfully  without  adequate  supervision.  It  matters  not 
how  skilful  the  teaching,  how  excellent  the  equipment,  or  how  per- 
fect the  curriculum,  there  must  be  over  it  all  some  competent  au- 
thority to  unify  and  direct.  An  industrial  establishment  possessing 
all  materials  and  full  quota  of  workmen  but  lacking  overseers  and 
foremen  to  direct  operations  would  result  in  waste  and  financial 
ruin.  Brain  waste  is  worse  than  waste  of  raw  material  and  waste 
of  effort  in  the  school  is  worse  than  waste  of  steam  and  labor  in 
the  factory.  Effective  supervision  prevents  waste  of  time,  money  and 
effort.  The  rural  teacher  needs  and  has  a  right  to  get  help  that  comes 
from  intelligent  sympathetic  oversight.  This  county  with  its  900 
square  miles  and  nearly  600  teachers  was  entirely  too  large  for  success- 
ful supervision  under  one  officer,  and  efficient  supervision  was  out 
of  the  question.  The  superintending  body  now  consists  of  a  county 
superintendent,  two  assistants  and  one  office  clerk,  and  we  are  now 
able  to  guide  the  schools  much  better  in  organization  and  management 
and  also  to  mould  and  advance  community  sentiment  with  reference 
to  education  by  personal  conferences,  public  addresses  and  newspaper 
articles  and  bulletins.  The  appointment  of  Wm.  H.  Mattes  of  Womels- 
dorf  and  A.  F.  Kemp,  of  Mertztown  as  assistants  met  with  general 
approval  by  the  school  authorities  and  educational  public.  Both 
taught  in  the  public  schools  of  the  state  for  upwards  of  twenty  years 
and  both  had  charge  of  second  grade  high  schools  at  the  time  of  their 
appointment;  both  had  state  normal  school  training  supplemented 
by  either  college  or  university  training.  Both  are  well  fitted  for 
their  positions  by  reason  of  their  scholastic  and  professional  training 
as  well  as  their  long  and  successful  experience  in  all  kinds  of  public 
school  work. 

School  Credit  for  Home  Industrial  Work. 
Nearly  fifty  teachers  volunteered  at  the  beginning  of  the  school 
term  to  give  a  trial  to  the  scheme  suggested  by  Supt.  L.  R.  Alderman, 
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of  Oregon  and  tested  out  by  many  teachers  in  giving  school  credit  for 
home  industrial  work.  These  teachers  were  supplied  with  all  the 
necessary  blanks  and  instructions  and  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the 
movement  with  enthusiasm  with  the  result  that  150  certificates  of 
award  were  granted  for  receiving  a  certain  number  of  credits.  The 
project  is  a  means  of  uniting  school  and  home  more  closely  and  any 
plan  that  tends  to  reinforce  and  render  more  efficient  the  home  is 
commendable.  The  home  after  all  is  the  foundation  of  all  the  super- 
structure in  American  educational  life.  On  the  other  hand,  we  expect 
the  home  to  train  properly  the  children  to  do  the  common,  necessary, 
civil  things  without  any  thought  of  reward  and  the  giving  of  awards 
for  every  important  little  thing  that  a  child  does  at  home  may  set 
an  improper  standard  and  do  more  harm  than  good  to  the  child. 
There  is  less  valid  objection  to  giving  school  credit  for  carefully 
supervised  club  activities  or  properly  organized  home  work,  work  that 
requires  very  definite  organization  and  follow-up-work  during  the 
vacation  and  summer  months.  It  is  true  that  the  best  possible  credit 
that  a  boy  or  girl  may  receive  for  club  work  is  the  education,  experi- 
ence, health  and  conservation  value,  together  with  the  blessings  of 
the  out-of-doors  and  a  net  profit  on  investments.  The  school,  by 
offering  substantial  credit  or  recognition  on  this  type  of  extension 
work,  would  do  the  school  and  school  curriculum  more  good  than  it 
would  the  home  work  and  boys  and  girls  engaged  in  it. 

Continuation  Schools. 
Immediately  after  the  new  child  labor  law  went  into  effect  January 
1,  1916,  continuation  schools  as  required  by  law  were  established  at 
Wyomissing,  Birdsboro,  Boyerstown,  Kutztown  and  Temple.  There 
was  no  fussing,  fuming  and  fretting  on  the  part  of  the  school  au- 
thorities and  employers  when  these  schools  were  established  neither 
was  there  a  flourish  of  trumpets.  The  spirit  of  co-operation  between 
the  school  authorities  and  employers  was  most  commendable  and 
that  accounts  largely  for  the  success  of  every  one  of  these  schools. 
This  Commonwealth  took  a  decided  step  in  advance  because  of  her 
humanitarian  legislation  relative  to  child  labor  and  workmen's  com- 
pensation. Legislation  for  social  and  economic  justice  that  is  the 
most  far  reaching  in  our  state  in  a  generation  and  marks  the  most 
important  victory  for  the  fundamental  doctrine  that  human  rights 
are  superior  to  the  rights  of  property  and  should  come  first  in  law 
as  in  morals.  Humanity  is  now  placed  above  the  dollar  and  the  soul 
of  a  child  above  the  greed  of  Mammon.  The  marvel  of  the  age  is 
the  industrial,  physical,  intellectual,  social  and  moral  uplift  of  child- 
hood and  Pennsylvania  is  in  the  van  of  these  movements. 
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Demise  of  Samuel  A.  Baer. 
The  many  friends  of  Dr.  S.  A.  Baer  who  served  as  county  superin- 
tendent for  six  years  from  1875-1S81  were  shocked  to  hear  of  his  death 
late  last  fall.  The  deceased  left  a  marked  impression  upon  the  schools 
of  the  county.  As  county  superintendent  he  worked  along  three  lines 
— to  raise  the  standard  of  the  teachers,  to  urge  a  more  practical 
use  of  the  English  language  and  the  adoption  of  a  course  of  study. 
The  last  time,  he  addressed  the  teachers  of  the  county  was  on  Novem- 
ber 13,  1912  in  commemoration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the 
Count^v  Teachers'  Institute.  In  this  re-union  address,  he  gave  an  ac- 
count of  his  stewardship  while  superintendent  of  the  county  and 
made  a  profound  impression,  never  speaking  more  forcibly  and  touch- 
ingly  than  on  this  occasion.  His  address  was  published  in  full  in 
the  Public  School  Bulletin — the  official  organ  of  the  county  schools. 
Dr.  Baer  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  this  county;  the 
Maxatawny  Seminary  (now  the  Keystone  State  Normal)  and  Franklin 
and  Marshall  College  from  which  institution  he  graduated.  He  served 
as  instructor  at  the  State  Normal,  Kutztown;  principal  of  the  Oley 
Academy  (now  Oley  township  high  school) ;  superintendent  of  the 
schools  of  Reading  nearly  ten  years;  assistant  state  librarian;  prin- 
cipal of  the  Harrisburg  high  school  for  seven  years;  instructor  in 
Eastern  College,  Va. ;  president  of*  Graham  College,  Va. ;  instructor 
at  the  State  Normal  at  Frostburg,  Md.  where  he  died.  He  served  also 
as  President  of  the  State  Educational  Association. 

New  Buildings. 

West  Reading  borough  erected  the  finest  f  50,000  fire-proof  school 
building  in  the  county.  The  architecture  is  Elizabethan  and  the 
building  material  yellow  brick  and  terra  cotta.  Provisions  have  been 
made  for  an  auditorium,  gymnasium,  shower  baths,  manual  training 
and  domestic  science  rooms.  Provision  has  also  been  made  for  an- 
nexes and  additions. 

Perry  township  erected  at  Shoeinakersvi-lle  on  a  two-acre  plot  an  8 
-room  brick  structure  with  modern  conveniences  at  a  cost  of  |20,000 
to  take  the  place  of  two  two-room  buildings  and  one  one-room  struc- 
ture. Exeter  township  erected  on  an  acre  plot  near  Baumstown  a 
two-room  brick  building  planned  for  future  extensions  at  a  cost  of 
$6,000  to  take  the  place  of  two  one-room  structures. 

Mt.  Penn  borough  erected  a  four-room  addition  to  the  present  brick 
building  which  doubles  the  size  at  a  cost  of  $15,000.  Provision  has 
been  made  for  an  auditorium  and  manual  training  room. 

Schools  as  Juvenile  Employment  Bureaus. 
The  state  bureau  of  employment  opened  juvenile  employment  offices 
in  Wyomissing  and  West  Reading  under  direction  and  supervision  of 
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respective  school  principals.  This  is  quite  an  innovation  but  ap- 
parently proving  very  successful.  Many  children  over  14  years  of 
age  desiring  employment  were  placed  in  suitable  positions.  These 
agencies  save  considerable  time  of  the  children  by  securing  for  them 
a  job  and  enable  the  employers  at  the  same  time  to  get  the  right  kind 
of  juvenile  help  through  a  system  of  records  recorded,  indexed  and 
kept  on  file  in  these  offices.  Every  employer  is  thus  supplied  with 
the  school  record,  home  environment,  health,  character  and  special 
aptitude  of  every  juvenile  and  no  child  is  recemmended  who  is  unreli- 
able. 

Organization  of  the  School  Secretaries  of  the  County. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  School  Directors'  Association  an  organi- 
zation was  formed  comprising  the  sixty-five  secretaries  of  the  school 
districts  of  the  county.  Officers  were  elected  and  its  object  is  to  meet 
once  or  twice  a  year  apart  from  the  meetings  of  the  Directors'  Asso- 
ciation for  the  informal  discussion  of  school  matters  of  special  in- 
terest to  secretaries.  The  first  meeting  was  held  in  Beading  the  latter 
part  of  February  and  was  pronounced  a  decided  success. 


BLAIR  COUNTY— T.  S.  Davis. 


The  public  schools  of  any  county  can  never  rise  in  general  usefulness 
above  the  level  of  community  enthusiasm,  nor  can  they  fall  below  the 
average  grade  of  public  interest.  They  reflect  the  educational  zeal 
of  the  district  they  serve,  and  those  of  Blair  county  are  no  exception 
to  the  general  rule.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  management  of  our 
schools  to  develop  in  the  minds  of  the  patron  public  a  keener  interest 
in  things  educational,  and  in  submitting  this  annual  report  we  are 
glad  to  state  that  in  the  majority  of  districts  such  interest  is  clearly 
manifest. 

It  is  seldom  that  the  teacher  of  experience  fails  to  render  com- 
plete satisfaction,  but  too  often  a  large  percentage  of  our  schools 
must  be  filled  by  inexperienced  teachers  who  frequently  teach  but 
one  term.  Sixteen  per  cent,  of  last  year's  teachers  never  taught, 
and  thirteen  per  cent,  had  only  one  term's  experience  in  the  art 
of  instructing,  prior  to  last  September. 
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In  the  visits  made  throughout  the  county,  many  things  have  been 
spoken  of  to  the  several  teachers  by  way  of  suggestion  and  advice. 
The  posting  of  the  daily  program  in  some  conspicuous  place  in  the 
school  room  walls  has  been  requested;  teachers  have  been  asked  to 
keep  the  monthly  report  book  in  the  school  room  instead  of  at  their 
homes;  the  securing  of  a  flag  has  been  strongly  urged;  standardization 
has  been  talked  about  in  every  room;  conscientious  and  earnest  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  encourage  both  teacher  and  pupil;  cautions 
have  been  expressed  relative  to  the  waste  of  time  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher  as  well  as  of  the  one  taught;  regular  attendance  has  been  held 
up  as  an  absolute  necessity  toward  securing  best  results  from  pupils ; 
unsatisfactory  recitations  have  been  condemned;  disorder  and  ill- 
manners  have  been  rebuked;  the  overbearing  spirit  of  the  strong 
over  the  weak  has  been  denounced;  the  spirit  of  unselfishness  has  been 
lauded;  the  proper  care  of  books,  furniture  and  out-buildings  has 
received  special  and  strong  mention ;  respect  for  elders  and  for  those 
in  authority  has  been  urgently  solicited;  good  recitations  have  been 
praised;  kind  acts  have  been  noticed  and  spoken  of,  and  the  satisfac- 
tory work  in  many  of  the  schools  throughout  the  county  has  been 
strongly  endorsed  and  highly  commended.  These  are  some  of  the 
things  attempted  from  which  we  hope  good  results  may  come. 

If  it  were  not  for  unduly  lengthening  this  report,  it  would  be  a 
satisfaction  to  take  up  for  discussion  each  one  of  the  above  mentioned 
things  attempted.  To  stimulate  regular  attendance  a  patriotic  or- 
ganization of  the  county  provided  a  certificate  printed  in  national 
colors,  for  each  pupil  in  our  schools  who  attended  every  day  of  the 
term. 

Standardization  of  schools  was  explained  in  every  school,  scarcely 
with  the  hope  of  standardization  in  every  school  in  the  immediate 
future,  because  conditions  in  places  render  it  almost  an  impossibility, 
but  as  a  matter  of  information  to  teacher  and  pupils.  Obstacles  may 
be  removed  or  the  teacher  may  find  his  way  to  a  district  where  im- 
pediments to  standardization  do  not  exist.  With  larger  lot,  beautified 
grounds,  improved  conditions  and  better  teaching,  we  hope  that  many 
schools  may  be  added  to  the  list  of  those  which  have  already  measured 
up  to  the  stipulated  requirements  of  standardization. 

Splendid  work  has  been  observed  in  many  of  the  schools.  Scores 
and  scores  of  capable,  conscientious  teachers  are  putting  best  en- 
deavor, and  striving  enthusiams  into  the  task  on  hand,  and  are  ac- 
complishing things  worth  while. 

They  freely  give  extra  time  outside  of  school  hours  to  pupils  who 
desire  additional  assistance  to  that  given  class. 

Many  of  our  school  rooms  have  oiled  floor,  and  some  others  are  using 
sweeping  compounds,  thus  minimizing  the  dust  so  detrimental  to 
health  and  so  ruinous  to  books  and  supplies.  The  health  of  the 
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child  is  of  vital  consequence,  and  unsanitary  conditions  are  absolutely 
inexcusable  in  school  rooms  of  the  present  day.  Light,  air,  cleanliness 
and  a  uniform  temperature  of  from  sixty-eight  to  seventy  degrees 
Fahrenheit  are  absolute  essentials  in  rooms  where  children  are 
housed. 

The  schools  of  the  county,  generally  speaking,  are  in  good  condition. 
There  are  always  weak  places  to  strengthen  and  difficulties  peculiar 
to  certain  localities  to  overcome.  The  schools  are  for  the  coming 
generations,  and  we  want  to  look  well  to  the  children's  intellectual 
and  scholastic  needs,  adding  to  their  comfort  and  convenience  as 
judgment  may  dictate,  or  wisdom  may  guide. 

This  report  has  been  prepared  by  Assistant  Superintendent,  H.  S. 
Fleck,  from  his  observations  and  his  visits  twice  to  each  school  in 
the  county. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY— Leon  J.  Russell. 


The  superintendent's  report  for  Bradford  county  necessarily  covers 
the  administration  of  my  predecessor  in  a  very  brief  way.  Mr.  H.  S. 
Putman  at  his  death  had  already  served  two  years  of  his  seventh 
term  as  County  Superintendent  of  Bradford  county.  The  records  of 
the  office  show  that  thus  far  he  had  lead  the  educational  forces  of 
the  county  in  his  usual  efficient  manner. 

During  the  last  year  of  his  incumbency  new  buildings  at  Canton, 
Troy,  Sayre,  Athens  and  Towanda  were  completed  and  will  be  oc- 
cupied for  the  first  time  during  the  current  school  year. 

The  Bradford  County  Teachers'  Institute  held  its  annual  session 
the  week  of  October  11th.  The  day  instructors  were:  Dr.  Win.  R. 
Straughn,  Principal  of  the  Mansfield  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. ; 
Dr.  Chas.  Calvert  Ellis,  Dean  of  Juniata  School  of  Education,  Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa.;  Dr.  Stanley  L.  Krebs,  President  of  the  Institute  of 
Mercantile  Art,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  and  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder,  musical 
instructor.  The  evening  attractions  were  as  follows;  Monday  even- 
ing lecture,  "The  Jew  and  the  Christian."  Rabbi  Stephen  S.  Wise; 
Tuesday  evening,  lecture,  "Take  the  Sunny  Side,"  Lou  J.  Beauchamp; 
Wednesday  Evening,  Musical  Entertainment,  Smith-Spring-Holmes 
Orchestral  Quintet;  Thursday  evening,  lecture,  "The  Spenders,  or 
the  Ballot  of  the  Dollar,"  Edward  Amherst  Ott;  Friday  evening, 
Musical  Entertainment,  Weber  Male  Quartette. 
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The  annual  meeting  of  directors  and  teachers  was  held  at  Towanda, 
March  9,  10,  and  11.  The  following  educators  gave  addresses:  W. 
M.  Denison,  High  School  Inspector,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  Emerson  Collins, 
Esq.,  Williamsport,  Pa.;  Dr.  Arthur  Holmes,  Dean  of  the  General 
Faculty  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  College;  Great  interest  was  mani- 
fested in  the  Speaking  Contest,  the  results  of  which  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

Boys'  First  Prize,  f  10 — Clarence  Patton,  Wyalusing  township. 
Boys'  Second  Prize,  $5 — Harry  Evans,  Ulster,  Pa. 
Girls'  First  prize,  $10 — Marguerite  Silvara,  New  Albany,  Pa. 
Girls'  Second  Prize,  $5 — Anna  Campbell,  Rome,  Pa. 

My  predecessor  examined  762  eighth  grade  pupils  for  admission 
to  high  schools  of  our  county.  408  passed  and  received  admission 
cards. 

120  provisional  certificates  were  granted  and  32  professionals.  561 
Certificates  of  Award  for  perfect  attendance  were  issued. 


BUCKS  COUNTY— J.  H.  Hoffman. 


At  the  County  Institute  held  last  October  at  Doylestown,  our 
teachers  adopted  "Co-operation — That's  Bucks"  as  the  County  School 
Slogan.  Judging  from  the  work  during  the  year,  I  feel  they  were 
most  sincere  in  their  efforts  to  carry  out  what  the  slogan  implied. 

Assistant  Superintendents  Albert  C.  Butter  and  S.  Mervin  Smyser 
assisted  nobly  in  improving  school  conditions.  They  were  respected 
and  welcomed  by  our  teachers  and  directors.  I  trust  by  another 
year  the  salaries  of  assistant  superintendents  will  be  so  regulated 
that  they  can  really  afford  to  visit  schools  and  meetings  as  they 
are  expected  to  do. 

Our  Farm  Agent  has  been  well  received  and  is  interesting  our 
farmers  in  his  particular  line  of  work.  He  is  kept  busy  meeting 
farmers,  farm  clubs,  granges  and  similar  organizations. 

Progress  has  been  made  by  erecting  several  new  buildings  in  the 
county.  The  buildings  at  Yardley  and  Newtown  were  destroyed  by 
fire  and  new  structures  are  being  planned. 

Several  of  our  schools  are  being  consolidated  and  our  directors 
are  planning  in  a  number  of  places  according  to  the  most  progressive 
ideas. 

3—6—1916 
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Principal  Garmon  Ross,  Doylestown,  Pa.  has  issued  a  survey  of 
the  schools  under  his  supervision  such  as  is  rarely  made  excepting 
in  the  districts  of  the  largest  size.  It  is  bound  to  attract  the  attention 
of  prominent  educators  and  will  no  doubt  be  widely  published  in  the 
future.  It  is  most  interesting  and  helpful  and  Mr.  Ross  deserves  great 
credit  for  the  report. 

Practically  all  our  teachers  were  enrolled  as  members  of  the  State 
Educational  Association,  as  in  the  previous  year,  and  many  attended 
the  meetings  during  the  year. 

More  than  one-fourth  of  our  teachers  attend  Summer  Schools  during 
the  vacation  period  and  a  large  percentage  of  them  attend  the  sessions 
of  colleges  and  universities  on  Saturday  during  the  school  year. 

Teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  are  becoming  fewer  in 
number  from  year  to  year.  We  are  requiring  the  holders  of  these 
certificates  to  be  graduates  of  a  four-year  high  school  course,  or  the 
equivalent,  and  have  at  least  six  weeks  training  at  a  Normal  School 
or  institution  where  teachers  are  trained  professionally. 

We  feel  greatly  encouraged  in  our  efforts  and  hope  to  work  with 
renewed  vigor  during  the  next  year. 


BUTLER  COUNTY— Frank  A.  McClung. 


The  most  important  single  event  in  the  progress  of  our  schools 
dining  the  past  year  was  the  coming  of  the  assistant  county  superin- 
tendent. August  5th,  last,  Prof.  John  T.  Oonnell,  of  Slippery  Rock 
took  up  the  duties  of  assistant  county  superintendent.  With  his  help 
all  of  the  schools  of  the  county  were  visited  during  the  first  three 
months.  Getting  into  the  schools  thus  at  the  beginning  of  the  term 
and  when  help  is  needed  most  gives  us  a  good  idea  of  the  work  being 
done  by  teachers  and  is  a  great  improvement  over  the  old  way  where 
a  single  superintendent  might  not  get  into  some  of  the  schools  until 
toward  the  latter  part  of  the  term. 

The  term's  work  began  with  the  school  of  instruction  which  all 
of  those  were  beginning  to  teach  were  required  to  attend.  All  these 
were  present  and  many  others  of  the  county.  The  subjects  taken  up 
were  those  of  vital  interest  to  beginners  and  plans  were  given  to  them 
that  would  help  them  in  their  work  when  they  got  into  their  school 
rooms.    From  the  comments  of  those  present,  we  believe  that  this  is 
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one  of  the  best  things  superintendents  can  do  for  teachers  and  in 
our  county  we  expect  to  extend  the  time  of  these  meetings  to  2 
or  3  days. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term,  we  took  up  the  work  of  systematically 
grading  the  rural  schools.  A  program  was  sent  to  each  teacher 
of  the  one-room  school.  This  program  called  for  the  combination  of 
classes  and  arrangement  of  the  work  so  that  the  number  of  daily 
recitations  was  cut  down  to  the  minimum.  This  program  provides 
for  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  reciting  together  in  geography,  his- 
tory, physiology,  reading  and  agriculture.  It  makes  the  same  pro- 
vision for  the  fifth  and  sixth  grade.  In  geography  and  history  the 
work  has  been  so  arranged  that  only  one-half  of  the  book  is  covered 
during  one  term.  All  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  with  very  few 
exceptions  adopted  this  program  and  used  it  in  their  schools.  To 
further  assist  in  grading,  a  synopsis  of  the  course  of  study  was  ar- 
ranged showing  the  teachers  at  a  glance  what  work  is  required  dur- 
ing each  year  in  the  different  subjects.  We  believe  that  there  is  no 
reason  why  the  one-room  schools  may  not  be  graded  as  effectively 
as  a  town  school  and  we  hope  to  continue  and  emphasize  this  work 
of  grading.  From  time  to  time,  letters  were  sent  out  to  teachers 
making  suggestions  in  teaching  the  different  subjects  and  lists  of 
examination  questions  were  sent  out  so  that  teachers  might  check 
up  in  their  work  of  grading. 

Special  Days. 

A  number  of  special  days  were  held  in  the  schools  of  the  county. 
First  of  these  is  known  as  community  day.  On  this  day,  teachers 
are  urged  to  invite  the  pupils  to  bring  to  their  school  rooms  the 
products  of  the  fields,  gardens  and  orchards.  The  parents  are  then 
invited  to  be  present  on  that  day,  inspect  the  products,  see  the  school 
and  have  a  social  time  together.  In  a  number  of  schools  as  many 
as  45  to  50  different  products  were  exhibited.  This  day  was  very 
generally  observed  all  over  the  county  and  has  become  a  permanent 
day  in  our  school  year.  In  November  what  was  known  as  Bird  Day 
was  observed.  Pamphlets  were  sent  out  from  the  superintendent's 
office  to  the  teachers.  These  pamphlets  gave  instructions  as  to  how 
we  might  save  the  desirable  birds  and  showed  their  value  to  the 
farmer.  The  teachers  very  generally  observed  this  day  many  of  them 
collecting  birds'  nests  and  pictures  of  birds  and  having  the  children 
write  compositions  upon  birds  or  having  some  one  give  a  talk  on  that 
subject. 

The  first  Saturday  in  December  was  observed  as  Corn  and  Bread 
Day  and  was  the  roundup  of  our  Boys'  Corn  Growing  Club  and 
our  Girls'  Bread  Baking  Clubs.    This  was  held  in  connection  with  the 
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Farm  Bureau.  Seventy-seven  girls  brought  loaves  of  bread  which 
they  had  baked  and  prizes  were  awarded  to  those  who  took  the  first 
ten  places.  About  one  hundred  (100)  exhibits  of  corn  were  shown 
and  prizes  were  awarded  to  the  boys  who  had  the  best  exhibits. 
This  corn  and  bread  day  had  been  preceded  by  a  number  of  local 
meetings  which  were  attended  by  the  Superintendent  and  the  County 
Agriculturist. 

County  Standard  School. 
The  requirements  for  the  County  Standard  School  were  printed  in 
pamphlet  form  at  the  beginning  of  the  term  and  sent  out  to  every 
teacher  of  the  county.  This  gave  the  teachers  and  directors  a  definite 
idea  of  what  is  required  for  a  County  Standard  School.  Many 
teachers  of  the  county  began  to  plan  and  make  improvements  and 
additions  to  their  school  rooms  looking  forward  to  making  that 
school  a  County  Standard  School.  During  the  year  only  one  school 
in  the  county  reached  the  required  standard.  The  Ralston  School 
in  Slippery  Rock  township  on  account  of  the  energy  of  the  teacher  and 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  pupils,  and  the  good  will  and  co-operation  of 
the  patrons,  reached  that  standard.  The  first  diploma  for  a  County 
Standard  School  was  issued  to  this  school.  Many  of  the  schools 
in  the  county  because  of  their  efforts  during  the  past  year,  will  likely 
reach  this  standard  during  this  coming  year.  We  believe  this  stand- 
ardization of  schools  should  be  encouraged  as  much  as  possible  by  the 
state  and  we  will  welcome  the  time  when  a  bonus  is  provided  for 
those  schools  which  reach  the  standard  requirements. 

High  Schools. 
High  schools  of  the  county,  fifteen  (15)  in  number,  did  excellent 
work  during  the  past  year.  Millerstown  High  School  lengthened 
their  course  from  three  years  to  four  years.  The  high  school  at 
West  Sunbury  with  its  agricultural  department  added  the  depart- 
ment of  domestic  science  and  home  making  and  became  a  thoroughly 
vocational  school  with  the  four  years'  course.  This  school  during  the 
past  year  had  pupils  from  seven  different  districts  of  the  county.  The 
people  of  that  community  are  beginning  to  appreciate  what  the  voca- 
tional school  means  to  the  young  people  and  are  enthusiastically 
supporting  the  school.  All  the  high  schools  of  the  county  graduated 
a  number  of  their  pupils.  Commencements  at  all  of  the  high  schools 
were  attended  by  the  superintendent. 

Institute. 
The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  the  week  before  Christmas. 
The  instructors  were:   Miss  Margaret  McGuire,  of  Philadelphia,  Dr. 
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J.  C.  Brown,  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  Prof.  Frank  Wright, 
Uniontown,  Pa.,  Prof.  E.  H.  Knoch,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  Charles 
Dobson,  California.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  school  directors  was 
held  the  second  week  in  December  with  over  200  of  the  277  directors 
in  the  county  present.  Supt.  E.  M.  Eapp,  Berks  County  and  Dr.  O. 
L.  Warren,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  were  the  speakers.  Our  directors  take  a 
lively  interest  in  these  meetings  and  always  want  two-day  sessions. 

Libraries.  / 

Following  the  suggestion  of  a  resolution  by  the  directors'  conven- 
tion, we  undertook  the  campaign  of  having  a  library  in  every  country 
school.-  A  list  of  books  suitable  for  a  library  of  this  kind  is  being 
prepared.  To  further  stimulate  reading  books  of  the  library  among 
the  children  of  the  schools  and  the  people  of  the  district,  we  plan  to 
have  a  contest  in  reading  and  issue  certificates  of  award  to  the  pupils 
who  read  the  required  books.  Books  to  the  number  of  75  on  profes- 
sional reading  have  been  collected  by  the  superintendent  and  formed 
into  a  library  for  teachers.  Teachers  are  permitted  and  urged  to 
take  from  the  office  any  of  these  books  and  read  them. 

Each  year  the  superintendent  has  suggested  an  author  for  study 
among  the  pupils  of  the  schools.  During  the  past  year,  we  studied 
the  life  of  James  Whitcomb  Riley.  The  pupils  learned  the  life 
history  of  the  poet  and  also  committed  three  or  four  of  his  best  poems. 
Questions  in  reading  in  the  eighth  grade  examination  are  based  upon 
this  author's  work.  At  the  eighth  grade  examination  664  pupils 
were  examined.  Two  hundred  seventy-six  of  these  passed  the  ex- 
amination and  were  awarded  diplomas  to  enter  high  school. 

At  the  end  of  the  term,  reports  were  sent  to  the  teachers  to  be 
filled  out  and  sent  back.  These  reports  show  the  grading  of  the  school, 
names  of  the  scholars,  their  promotions  and  other  information  that 
will  be  valuable  to  the  next  teacher.  Our  plan  is  to  have  this  report 
in  the  hands  of  the  in-coming  teacher  before  she  begins  her  work. 

Our  teachers  all  show  a  loyal  progressive  spirit,  many  of  them  at- 
tending summer  schools.  We  notice  improvement  in  the  methods  and 
scholarship  of  all  those  who  take  this  summer  work.  The  old  acad- 
emies that  once  did  good  work  throughout  the  country  no  longer 
exist.  The  high  schools  have  taken  the  place  of  these  academies  and 
private  schools.  Good  work  was  done  by  these  schools  in  fitting 
their  pupils  academically  for  teaching,  but,  since  the  common  branches 
are  no  longer  taught  in  the  high  schools,  we  find  it  hard  to  get  be- 
ginners who  are  thoroughly  grounded  in  the  subjects  they  are  to  teach. 
We  believe  that  until  the  normal  schools  are  made  actually  teachers' 
training  schools,  the  work  in  the  high  schools  and  normal  schools 
should  not  overlap.    Pupils  now  going  from  high  schools  must  repeat 
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very  much  of  their  work  in  the  normal  schools.  In  our  county,  the 
normal  schools  do  not  graduate  nearly  enough  teachers  to  fill  our 
schools  and  each  year  about  one-third  of  the  teachers  we  use  must  be 
graduates  of  high  schools.  Since  this  condition  exists,  and  high 
schools  must  prepare  such  a  number  for  teaching,  we  believe  that 
at  least  grammar  and  arithmetic  should  have  a  place  in  the  high 
school  course.  We  would  like  to  see  the  high  schools  permitted  to 
teach  these  subjects  during  the  senior  year. 

Our  statistical  report  shows  that  there  are  336  school  rooms  in  the 
county,  that  there  are  15  high  schools,  that  there  are  30  graded  schools 
other  than  high  schools.  During  the  past  year,  174  provisional  certi- 
ficates were  granted.  We  had  64  teachers  who  had  never  taught  be- 
fore. We  had  125  teachers  who  held  provisional  certificates,  65  pro- 
fessional, 20  county  permanent,  100  graduates  of  normal  schools. 
13  college  provisional  certificates,  13  permanent  college  certificates. 

Over  600  visits  were  made  by  the  superintendent  and  his  assistant. 
Practically  every  school  was  visited  twice  and  many  of  them  three 
and  four  times.  Approximately  6,800  pieces  of  mail  were  sent  out 
from  the  office.  WTe  have  277  school  directors  in  our  county,  three 
of  whom  are  women.  During  the  past  year,  Mercer  Township  built 
a  fine  four-room  building.  A  new  building  was  built  at  Jamisonville 
in  Center  Township  and  several  of  our  districts  are  planning  new 
buildings  for  this  coming  year.  We  are  pleased  to  notice  a  growing 
disposition  among  directors  to  make  their  school  buildings  and 
grounds  more  attractive.  School  houses  are  being  painted  inside  and 
out,  new  single  seats  are  being  put  in,  more  room  is  being  added  to 
the  play  grounds.  We  believe  that  just  as  fast  as  they  are  financially 
able,  directors  are  willing  to  make  their  school  houses  and  grounds 
as  attractive  and  home  like  as  possible. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  press 
and  all  who  contributed  to  the  making  of  progress  along  any  school 
line  during-  the  past  year. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— M.  S.  Bentz. 


Cambria  County  is  growing  in  its  number  of  schools,  in  its  number 
of  new  school  buildings,  in  its  number  of  better  prepared  teachers 
and  in  the  interest  and  in  the  efficiency  of  both  its  teachers  and  its 
directors. 


No.  6.  CAMBRIA  COUNTY.  39 

The  old  school  buildings  in  Cambria  County  are  gradually  disap- 
pearing. Some  of  our  districts  have  replaced  all  their  old  with  new 
modern  structures  and  many  districts  are  building  new  buildings 
each  year.  Adams  township  is  building  a  fine  twelve  room  structure 
to  centralize  several  small  buildings.  Blacklick  township  is  building 
a  new  eight-room  building.  Summerhill  township  is  building  a  fine 
modern  high  school.  The  building  spirit  is  growing,  and  we  feel  that 
our  school  buildings  will  all  be  modern  in  a  few  years.  Nearly  all 
of  our  boroughs  have  fine  modern  structures.  Franklin  Borough  re- 
cently dedicated  an  addition  to  its  high  school,  with  an  auditorium 
that  seats  about  eight  hundred  people,  a  fine  gymnasium,  shower 
baths  and  a  swimming  pool. 

The  vocational  high  school  sentiment  is  ripe.  Salix  has  a  vocational 
school.  Blacklick  township  has  purchased  a  forty  acre  plot  of  ground 
to  erect  thereon  a  thirty  thousand  dollar  school  building  in  which 
they  will  maintain  an  agricultural,  a  mining,  a  home-making  and 
an  academic  course.  Barnesboro  is  begging  for  a  vocational  school. 
Barr  township  is  keenly  interested  and  many  other  districts  are 
talking  about  the  work.  We  appreciate  the  kind  courtesies  and  as- 
sistances your  Mr.  Dennis  has  rendered  us  in  our  county. 

We  have  unified  the  spelling  in  our  county.  At  a  meeting  of  our 
principals  held  March  last,  they  passed  a  resolution  asking  the  super- 
intendent to  appoint  a  committee  to  recommend  a  uniform  series  of 
reading  for  the  county.  This  has  been  done.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  we  are  largely  a  mining  center,  our  population  is  largely  floating. 
We  believe  if  we  were  more  uniform  in  our  text  books  and  efforts  the 
children  would  not  be  set  back  so  much  by  a  change  of  residence  and 
of  necessity  a  change  of  school. 

Our  week  of  Teacher  Training  was  a  real  live  week.  Our  teachers 
are  unquestionably  benefited.  We  spent  part  of  a  week  in  Westmore- 
land County  assisting  our  broad-minded  and  progressive  neighbor, 
Supt.  Robert  C.  Shaw,  in  his  Week  of  Methods.  We  spoke  eight 
times  to  his  teachers  and  found  they  were  aflame  with  the  same  ardor. 
T  am  sure  these  gatherings  are  productive  of  much  good. 

We  visited  all  but  twelve  of  our  six  hundred  sixty-two  teachers 
last  year.  We  made  seven  hundred  eight  visits  and  spoke  at  over 
fifty  school  meetings.  We  will  have  about  seven  hundred  schools  this 
year  and  hope  to  visit  them  all. 

Both  of  my  assistants  have  been  active.  We  found  they  were  of 
much  help  to  our  weak  teachers.  Where  we  found  struggling  teachers, 
we  sent  our  assistants  to  stay  a  day  and  returned  them  to  the 
weak  teachers  some  three  and  four  times. 
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Our  work  was  in  the  main  pleasant.  Our  directors,  principals 
and  teachers  evidenced  a  co-operative  spirit  throughout,  indeed  grati- 
fying. 

We  thank  you  and  your  department  for  your  kindly  advice  and 
assistance. 


CAMERON  COUNTY— C.  E.  Plasterer. 


The  past  year  has  brought  a  large  increase  in  the  enrollment  of 
the  Emporium  schools  due  to  the  establishment  of  large  manufacturing 
plants  by  the  Aetna  Explosives  Company.  The  necessity  for  increased 
school  facilities  will  soon  be  upon  us  and  sentiment  in  favor  of  a  new 
and  up-to-date  high  school  building  is  growing.  Rural  schools  within 
a  radius  of  five  miles  of  Emporium  have  also  increased  in  size.  In 
some  sections  of  the  county,  the  enrollment  is  decreasing  and  almost 
every  year  brings  the  abandonment  of  a  small  rural  school. 

The  changed  industrial  conditions  in  Emporium  led  to  an  inter- 
esting experiment  which  worked  out  very  successfully.  At  the  open- 
ing of  the  term  it  was  impossible  to  secure  a  janitor  for  the  high 
school  building  at  the  usual  salary  and  a  boy  from  the  senior  class 
of  the  high  school  Avas  given  the  position.  He  did  the  work  in  a 
very  acceptable  manner  and  in  addition  to  earning  forty  dollars  a 
month  for  his  services,  maintained  an  excellent  record  in  his  class 
and  earned  a  place  on  the  county  debating  team.  The  money  earned 
will  be  applied  by  the  young  man  toward  the  expense  of  securing  a 
college  education.  The  same  plan  will  probably  be  tried  again  during 
the  coming  term. 

The  rural  schools  of  the  county  raised  during  the  year  for  im- 
provements of  various  kinds  four  hundred  twenty-two  dollars.  This 
represents  the  special  efforts  of  about  twenty-five  teachers  and  their 
pupils  and  patrons.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  have  the  different 
rural  districts  provide  circulating  libraries  for  their  schools.  Three 
have  already  been  purchased  and  the  movement  will  be  continued 
during  the  coming  term. 

A  teachers'  library  has  been  started  through  contributions  of  money 
and  books  made  by  the  teachers  and  superintendent.  The  books  were 
held  for  the  use  of  the  contributors  during  the  year  but  now  form 
the  nucleus  of  a  county  teachers'  library  which  we  hope  to  increase 
from  year  to  year. 
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A  few  schools  have  made  a  start  in  securing  equipment  and  furnish- 
ing a  warm  dish  to  the  pupils  with  the  noon  lunch. 

One  hundred  two  pupils  of  the  county  received  certificates  of  award 
in  recognition  of  having  been  neither  absent  from  school  nor  tardy 
during  the  school  year.  Forty  eight  common  school  diplomas  were 
issued. 

The  three  high  schools  and  one  grammar  school  participated  in 
the  preliminary  and  county  debating  contests.  Considerable  interest 
was  aroused  in  this  important  phase  of  school  work.  The  interest 
of  the  public  was  manifested  by  a  large  attendance  at  each  of  the 
debates. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  Oct.  18  to  22  and  was  a  success 
in  every  respect.  A  very  pleasant  feature  was  the  reception  given  on 
Monday  evening  by  the  teachers  of  Emporium  to  the  instructors, 
Emporium  directors,  and  teachers  of  the  county.  Five  local  institutes 
were  held  at  different  points  in  the  county. 

An  individual  card  record  for  all  the  pupils  of  the  county  has  been 
established.  This  will  be  kept  in  the  superintendent's  office  and  each 
card  will  provide  space  for  a  pupil's  record  from  the  time  he  enters 
the  primary  grade  until  he  graduates  from  the  high  school.  A 
card  record  for  teachers  will  probably  be  started  during  the  coming 
year.  Requests  from  other  states  for  the  record  of  former  teachers 
of  the  county  and  the  probability  of  legislation  in  favor  of  the 
establishment  of  a  teachers'  retirement  system  in  this  state  make 
such  a  record  desirable. 

The  Emporium  School  Board  has  advanced  the  salaries  of  all 
teachers  for  the  coming  year.  No  teacher  will  receive  less  than  sixty 
dollars  per  month.  The  Independent  District  has  advanced  the  school 
term  from  seven  to  eight  months.  Several  other  districts  have  ad- 
vanced their  tax  rate  several  mills.  Better  schools  cost  more  money 
and  Cameron  County  is  not  willing  to  stand  still. 

While  nearly  all  of  our  candidates  for  provisional  certificates  are 
high  school  graduates,  we  have  decided  hereafter  to  admit  no  be- 
ginner to  these  examinations  who  has  not  had  at  least  a  two  year 
high  school  course  or  its  equivalent.  We  expect  to  raise  the  require- 
ment in  another  year  to  at  least  a  three  year  high  school  course  or  its 
equivalent. 
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CARBON    COUNTY— James   J.   Bevan. 


Growth  in  school  enrollment,  improvement  in  school  property, 
and  commendable  interest  in  teaching  and  school  administration  on 
the  part  of  teachers  and  directors,  mark  the  record  of  the  past  year. 

Teachers  and  Teaching. — The  teaching  force  of  tbe  county  has 
improved  year  by  year  in  academic  and  professional  attainments. 
Only  eighty  provisional  certificates  were  granted,  or  about  sufficient 
to  supply  the  actual  demand  for  teachers.  Sixteen  professional  certi- 
ficates were  issued,  in  most  cases  to  teachers  who  had  taken  special 
courses  to  prepare  for  this  examination.  The  requirements  have  been 
raised  year  after  year  in  order  that  the  quality  of  the  teaching 
done  herein  may  be  correspondingly  improved.  Every  opportunity  was 
taken  to  emphasize  the  demand  for  better  teaching  for  the  constant 
growth  of  the  individual  teacher,  not  only  to  teachers  holding  pro- 
visional certificates,  but  to  teachers  of  all  other  grades.  Many  teach- 
ers  of  the  best  preparation  and  most  experienced  in  teaching  re- 
sponded to  this  demand  for  growth  and  improvement,  and  many  of 
those  who  took  special  work  at  our  best  univeristies  last  summer 
were  high  school  teachers  and  principals,  college  and  normal  school 
graduates,  and  others.  Our  commendation  is  extended  to  these  teach- 
ers, for  they  represent  the  growing  element  of  our  teaching  force, 
and  provide  a  splendid  example  to  less  qualified  teachers  who  need 
this  additional  preparation. 

Local  Institutes  and  Conferences  were  held  in  various  part  of 
the  county  to  contribute  to  this  work  in  improvement  in  the  art  of 
teaching.  At  these  institutes  the  topic  emphasized  were  hand  work, 
profitable  seat  employment,  drawing,  and  dramatization,  as  being 
the  activities  which  now  most  concern  the  modern  teacher  who  will 
do  most  for  the  children  in  her  grade.  The  instruction  and  inspira- 
tion of  the  County  Institute  contributed  largely  to  this  end. 

Supervision. — This  year  for  the  first  time  the  superintendent  was 
aided  in  his  work  by  the  new  Assistant  Superintendent,  Miss  Eliza- 
beth C.  Wills.  Already  the  benefits  of  such  assistance  are  apparent. 
The  assistant  superintendent  devoted  her  attention  to  the  improve- 
ment of  current  methods,  and  management  in  the  schools  of  lower 
grades.  The  definite  aims  of  this  supervision  were  to  standardize 
the  method  of  teaching  reading,  arithmetic,  and  language;  to  direct 
the  hand  occupation  of  the  pupil,  and  to  make  all  instruction  more 
concrete  in  this  application  and  better  adapted  to  the  environment 
of  the  school.    Cards  for  class  work  in  words,  numbers,  and  language, 
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the  directions  as  to  the  issue  in  material  for  hand  work  were  prepared 
and  sent  to  all  primary  grade  teachers.  Our  School  Bulletin  and 
Review  gave  periodical  suggestions  on  the  art  of  teaching  and  the 
fundamental  elements  of  school  control.  In  the  visitation  of  schools 
classes  were  conducted  and  current  methods  were  discussed  for 
guidance  of  the  teacher.  As  a  special  help  to  teachers  in  rural  schools 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  school  term  the  assistant  superintendent 
conducted  groups  of  such  teachers  in  visits  to  some  of  the  best  prim- 
ary schools  in  the  larger  districts.  This  is  but  a  brief  outline  of  the 
enlarged  supervisory  activities  of  the  past  year.  All  of  this  work 
reveals  the  possibilities  of  further  improvement,  and  has  made  the 
supervision  of  rural  and  small  graded  schools  an  essential  require- 
ment to  good  teaching  and  efficient  schools. 

School  Board  Activities. — The  spring  number  of  our  Bulletin  and 
Review  emphasized  the  importance  of  attention  to  the  requirements 
of  the  law  in  regard  to  school  grounds  and  toilets.  Monthly  teachers 
meetings  for  rural  districts  and  better  school  equipment  were  recom- 
mended. The  advantages  of  school  consolidation  of  small  rural  schools 
were  again  emphasized.  In  all  these  and  other  matters,  the  School 
Boards  of  the  county  showed  commendable  interest  and  readiness 
to  adopt  such  measures  of  improvement  as  conditions  demanded  or 
permitted.  In  East  Penn  and  Lehigh  Township  the  necessary  material 
for  profitable  seat  employment  was  provided  for  in  the  rural  schools. 
In  Mauch  Chunk  a  fully  equipped  domestic  science  department  was 
established.  In  Summit  Hill  a  regular  kindergarten  is  maintained  in 
connection  with  the  public  schools.  In  East  Mauch  Chunk  and 
Palmerton  the  school  boards  have  decided  to  extend  the  curriculum 
of  the  high  school  to  that  of  a  first  grade  school.  In  Mauch  Chunk 
township  a  manual  training  department  was  maintained  under  a 
competent  supervision.  In  other  districts  improvements  of  various 
kinds  are  under  consideration  and  will  take  definite  form  as  condi- 
tions will  permit.  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  report  these  achievements 
and  prospects  in  relation  to  school  betterment  and  to  commend  he 
activity  and  intelligence  of  our  school  boards  therein. 

The  Annual  School  Directors'  Convention  was  held  October  28, 
1915,  and  was  a  profitable  meeting.  Mr.  Thomas  Costenbader  pre- 
sented a  very  able  and  instructive  report  as  a  delegate  to  the  State 
Directors'  Convention.  A  round  table  conference  on  "Recent  Gains 
and  Present  Needs"  was  conducted  by  Mr.  David  Pearsall.  An 
illustrated  address  on  Rural  School  Improvement  was  given  by  Super- 
intendent A.  H.  Matthewson.  The  officers  for  the  next  convention 
are  S.  A.  Emanual,  President;  H.  S.  Stoudt  and  H.  R.  Pettit,  Vice 
Presidents;  E.  E.  Rinker,  Secretary;  J.  G.  Everett,  Treasurer;  and 
D.  J.  Pearsall  and  L.  M.  Beidler  delegates  to  the  State  Convention. 
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Buildings  and  Improvements. — A  new  building  containing  four 
rooms  was  opened  for  use  in  Leviston,  Banks  township,  in  the  fall. 
It  is  attractive  in  appearance  and  situation,  and  is  heated,  lighted  and 
furnished  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  law  and  modern 
school  needs.  It  is  the  best  building  in  the  township  and  a  credit 
to  the  district. 

The  Mary  Packer  Cummings  Memorial  School  at  Packerton  was 
formally  dedicated  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  This  fine  building,  built 
of  brick,  containing  eight  school  rooms,  an  auditorium,  recreation 
room,  science  room,  and  office,  together  with  all  its  equipment  of 
lighting,  heating,  water,  and  furniture,  is  a  gift  to  the  district  of 
Packerton  by  its  munificient  donor,  Mrs.  Mary  Packer  Cummings, 
in  honor  of  her  father,  Honorable  Asa  Packer.  The  site  of  this 
building  consisting  of  five  and  one  half  acres  is  the  gift  of  Mr.  John 
G.  Dolan,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  as  a  tribute  to  the  school  of  his  childhood. 
At  the  dedicatory  exercises  the  principle  address  was  delivered  by 
Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education.  Mr. 
David  J.  Pearsall,  former  private  secretary  to  Mrs.  Mary  Packer 
Cummings,  to  whose  interest  in  the  matter  this  splendid  gift  of  the 
donor  was  largely  due;  delivered  a  most  appropriate  address.  A 
Memorial  Tablet  in  honor  of  both  of  these  public  spirited  donors 
has  been  placed  in  the  vestibule  of  the  building.  Too  much  credit  for 
this  form  of  public  spirit  and  interest  in  public  education  cannot  be 
given. 

In  this  brief  scope  of  this  report  many  items  of  activity  and  interest 
during  the  past  year  must  be  omitted.  By  the  growth  of  the  past 
year  we  are  encouraged  to  renew  effort  for  further  improvement  in 
the  year  to  come,  and  we  conclude  this  report  by  due  acknowledge- 
ment to  all  who  have  contributed  to  the  successful  work  of  the  past 
year. 


CENTRE  COUNTY— David  O.  Etters. 


The  advancement  of  educational  work  is  a  matter  of  striking  in- 
terest to  all  who  are  concerned  in  the  educational  welfare  of  the 
young. 

Our  progress  has  been  gradual  but  certain.  The  teachers  are 
growing  professionally  and  the  directors  are  coming  to  realize,  more 
and  more,  the  benefits  which  follow  from  better  school  conditions. 
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The  tendency  now  is  toward  the  practical  and  substantial  in  educa- 
tion rather  than  the  theoretical  and  ornamental.  The  present  time 
demands  that  the  instruction  given  shall  fit  young  people  for  their 
life  work  and  beget  in  them  the  ability  and  the  power  to  grapple 
successfully  with  the  great  questions  of  the  day;  to  become  leaders 
in  thought  and  action  rather  than  mere  obedient  followers  of  a  few 
self  appointed  leaders. 

We  are  realizing  better  results  because  of  better  methods  used  and 
more  uniformity  of  method  throughout  our  schools,  that  is,  better 
team  work,  based  on  sound  educational  principles. 

Our  people  now  believe  that  the  persons  who  are  to  have  charge  of 
our  dearest  interests,  who,  in  a  large  measure,  are  to  mold  the  char- 
acter and  shape  the  very  destiny  of  our  children,  should  have  some 
special  preparation  that  will  properly  fit  them  to  assume  the  grave 
responsibility  of  their  task.  We  now  have  comparatively  few  teachers 
having  two  or  more  years  experience  who  have  not  received  some 
special  training  for  their  work.  In  this  connection  the  state  normal 
school  at  Lock  Haven  has  done  a  great  service.  This  has  been  more 
especially  true  since  Superintendent  Charles  Lose  has  been  at  the 
head  of  the  school.  Many  of  our  teachers,  particularly  the  younger 
ones,  take  the  teachers'  training  course,  given  in  the  spring  term; 
and  of  those  who  enter  the  school,  a  goodly  number  remain  to  com- 
plete the  full  four-year  course.  And  then,  too,  Prof.  Lose  has  done 
much  to  assist  in  making  the  various  educational  meetings  held  in 
our  county  a  success.  He  is  keeping  in  close  touch  with  educational 
movement  throughout  his  district. 

Many  of  our  more  experienced  teachers  are  taking  advantage  of 
the  fine  opportunities  offered  in  the  teachers'  summer  school  con- 
ducted by  the  Penna.  State  College,  while  a  smaller  number  of  our 
leading  teachers  take  work  during  the  summer  at  the  Universities  of 
Pennsylvania,  Columbia  and  Chicago.  All  of  this  means  a  stronger 
ambition  to  succeed  in  the  great  work  of  teaching.  More  of  our 
teachers  are  striving  to  reach  the  professional  rank  and  to  advance  to 
the  permanent  stage,  which  it  is  now  generally  understood  can  be 
attained  only  by  being  able  to  show  proper  school-room  results  and 
by  manifesting  a  professional  spirit  at  all  times. 

The  year  was  marked  by  the  appointment,  for  the  first  time,  of 
an  assistant  county  superintendent.  This  has  in  no  way  lessened 
the  work  nor  lightened  the  responsibility  of  the  county  superin- 
tendent. But  it  has  made  it  possible  to  give  more  attention  than 
formerly,  to  some  special  educational  activities,  aside  from  mere 
inspection  work.  And  we  count  our  self  highly  fortunate  in  the 
selection  of  an  assistant  who  is  always  a  willing  worker,  strictly 
loyal  and  fully  conscious  of  his  responsibility. 
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This  last  spring,  a  much  larger  number  of  eighth  grade  pupils 
sought  to  enter  high  schools  than  has  been  the  case  at  any  previous 
time  and  a  larger  percentage  were  able  to  pass  the  required  test. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Philipsburg  and  easily  proved 
to  be  the  great  educational  meeting  of  the  year.  The  various  sessions 
were  well  attended  by  the  people  of  the  town  and  other  friends  of 
public  education.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction ;  Dr.  Fred  Keeler,  Super- 
intendent Public  Instruction,  State  of  Michigan  ;  Dr.  Henry  G.  Wil- 
liams, Superintendent  Normal  Schools,  State  of  Ohio;  Dr.  Thomas  C. 
Blaisdell,  Dean  of  the  School  of  Liberal  Arts,  Penna.  State  College; 
Prof.  Charles  Lose,  Principal  of  the  State  Normal  School,  Lock 
Haven ;  Prof.  James  G.  Pentz,  Department  Public  Instruction,  Harris- 
burg;  and  Prof.  Thomas  I.  Mairs,  ChieF^of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture Education,  Penna.  State  College. 

The  Directors'  Association  met  in  Bellefonte  during  the  month  of 
January  and  was  pronounced  a  most  interesting  and  instructive 
gathering.  The  several  sessions  were  addressed  by  Dr.  J.  Geo.  Becht, 
Secretary  State  Board  of  Education;  Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy,  of  the  Slip- 
pery Rock  State  Normal  School;  Prof.  Charles  Lose,  of  Lock  Haven 
Normal ;  Prof.  James  G.  Pentz,  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
and  David  F.  Fortney,  Esq.,  now  deceased,  Bellefonte.  For  many 
years,  Mr.  Fortney  was  an  influential  member  of  the  Bellefonte  school 
board  and  for  a  large  part  of  the  time  served  as  its  president.  He 
made  a  careful  study  of  the  needs  of  our  public  schools  and  of  the 
duties  of  directors,  and  he  made  a  searching  study  of  school  legisla- 
tion so  that  in  his  appearances  before  educational  meetings  he  al- 
ways proved  himself  a  ready  talker  who  never  failed  both  to  please 
and  benefit  his  audience. 

Most  of  the  several  local  institutes  were  well  attended  and  were 
helpful  in  character.  A  few  institute  districts  seemed  to  lack  in 
proper  leadership.  It  is  hoped  that,  in  the  coming  year,  persons  with 
the  proper  initiative  will  come  forward  to  take  the  places  of  those 
who  will  not  assume  the  responsibility  of  leading  off. 

An  increasing  number  of  districts  held  regular  monthly  teachers' 
meetings.  The  interest  manifested  in  this  form  of  educational  ac- 
tivity bids  fair  to  make  it  a  most  popular  and  helpful  institution. 

I  confidently  expect  that,  educationally,  the  coming  year  will  sur- 
pass all  previous  years  in  the  history  of  Centre  county  schools. 

In  conclusion,  my  thanks  are  due  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  advice,  always  promptly  given ;  to  the  directors,  teachers, 
pupils  and  patrons  for  the  kindness  shown  me  at  all  times,  and  the 
assistance  given  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties. 
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CHESTER  COUNTY— Thomas  A.  Bock. 


Efforts  to  provide  better  schools  for  the  boys  and  girls  of  Chester 
County  have  met  with  much  encouragement  during  the  past  year. 
Parents,  school  directors,  teachers,  county  officials,  the  public  press 
and  members  of  the  State  Department  have  generously  aided  in  this 
work. 

Next  to  the  child,  the  most  vital  factor  of  the  school  is  the  teacher. 
In  the  very  nature  of  her  work,  it  is  involved  that  the  teacher  must 
either  stagnate  or  grow.  The  sixtieth  Annual  Teachers'  Institute 
of  Chester  County  challenged  most  of  the  teachers  to  indicate  in 
some  degree  whether  they  inclined  more  towards  stagnation'  or 
growth.  In  addition  to  the  usual  lectures  and  round  table  discis- 
sions, the  institute  provided  volunteer  classes  outside  the  regular 
sessions  for  instruction  in  a  considerable  range  of  special  lines  of 
work.  Some  of  these  classes  convened  at  8:00  A.  M.,  others  followed 
the  afternoon  session,  continuing  in  many  instances  until  5:30  P.  M. 
The  special  work  consisted  of  direct  teaching  in  raphia  and  reed  work, 
drawing  and  paper  folding  by  Mrs.  H.  C.  Fetterolf ;  the  teaching  of 
vocal  music  in  rural  schools  by  Jerry  March ;  the  use  of  the  Babcock 
milk  tester,  corn  judging  and  stringing  by  C.  P.  Preston,  the  County 
Farm  agent;  instruction  in  stock  judging  and  rope  splicing  by  Prof. 
A.  D.  Cromwell,  Professor  of  Agriculture  in  the  West  Chester  State 
Normal  School;  the  teaching  of  games,  volley  ball,  indoor  baseball, 
etc.,  by  H.  S.  Curtis  of  the  American  Playground  Association.  The 
use  of  the  victrola  in  schools  was  also  demonstrated  to  the  teachers. 
The  volunteer  classes  were  crowded.  The  regular  instructer  included 
Dr.  H.  W.  Foght,  Miss  Jessie  Field,  Miss  Lillian  E.  Johnson  and 
Henry  S.  Curtis  for  rural  teachers-  Dr.  W.  D.  Lewis,  Dr.  Thomas  H. 
Briggs  and  Prof.  C.  D.  Koch  for  the  high  school  teachers;  Supt.  L.  E. 
McGinnes  and  Miss  Margaret  T.  Maguire  for  the  intermediate  teach- 
ers; Miss  Merian  S.  Peters  for  the  primary  teachers.  Some  of  the 
above  persons  with  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  Geo.  M.  Philips  and  Prof. 
L.  H.  Dennis  addressed  the  general  sessions.  For  the  evening  ses- 
sions we  had  the  Weber  Male  Quartet  and  Ben  Greet  Players.  Wm. 
Rainey  Bennett  lectured  to  the  joint  session  of  teachers  and  directors 
on  Thursday  forenoon.  The  teachers  said  that  the  institute  was  help- 
ful, especially  the  volunteer  class  work. 

On  the  Saturdays  of  September  conferences  with  special  groups 
of  teachers  were  held.  The  inexperienced  teachers  gathered  at  the 
county  seat  for  one  day's  instruction  in  program  making,  organiza- 
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tion  of  the  school,  etc.  This  conference  was  addressed  by  a  rural 
teacher  of  successful  experience,  Miss  Emma  W.  Wersler  and  the 
County  Superintendent.  The  high  school  principals  conferred  on  one 
Saturday  to  lay  out  plans  for  a  series  of  local  institutes,  a  considera- 
tion of  our  present  plan  of  conducting  the  high  school  entrance  ex- 
aminations for  non-resident  pupils,  and  to  project  a  county  play  festi- 
val at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  new  township  high  school  principals 
were  also  advised  as  to  the  courses  of  study,  school  organization, 
examinations,  commencements,  annual  reports  etc.  Possibly  the  most 
helpful  of  these  meetings  was  that  of  the  country  teachers  on  Octo- 
ber 9th.  About  thirty  teachers  made  brief  reports  on  some  special 
school  activities  carried  on  in  their  districts  during  the  preceding 
year.  They  told,  not  what  could  be  done,  but  what  had  been  done. 
The  county  farm  agent  advised  on  the  formation  of  corn  and  can- 
ning clubs.  Mrs.  Jean  Kane  Foulke  addressed  the  meeting  upon  the 
subject  of  "The  Teachers'  Opportunity  in  the  Country  School." 

For  local  teachers'  conferences  held  throughout  the  year,  our  county 
was  divided  into  nine  districts  each  with  a  first  grade  high  school 
at  its  center.  The  rural  teachers  of  the  surrounding  townships 
gathered  at  these  centers,  for  a  one-day  conference  on  problems  in 
the  teaching  of  English.  About  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  were 
in  attendance. 

A  large  number  of  the  high  school  teachers  are  pursuing  Saturday 
courses  of  study  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  others  at  its  local 
center  in  the  State  Normal  School.  The  summer  schools  at  State 
College,  Ursinus  College,  at  West  Chester  State  Normal  School,  and 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  enrolled  a  considerable  number  of 
Chester  County  teachers.  Members  of  the  normal  school  faculty  also 
maintained  an  extension  course  for  graduate  students,  enrolling  more 
than  twenty  county  teachers.  The  Professional  Eeading  Circle  en- 
rollment was  disappointingly  small.  The  enrollment  was  largely  con- 
fined to  those  teachers  who  could  secure  exemption  from  certain  ex- 
aminations by  this  means.  Nearly  all  the  teachers  subscribe  to  one 
or  more  professional  magazines. 

A  considerable  number  of  districts  encourage  their  teachers  to 
visit  good  schools  by  paying  the  wages  of  a  substitute  teacher  during 
the  teacher's  absence.  The  number  of  provisional  certificates  issued 
during  the  year  has  dropped  from  sixty-four  to  thirty-nine.  All  the 
examinations  for  teachers  are  conducted  at  the  county  seat — two  days 
in  April  and  two  days  in  August. 

Local  institutes  for  parents  and  teachers  were  held  in  Uwchland, 
Cochranville,  North  Coventry,  Glen  Moore,  Schuylkill,  Honey  Brook, 
East  Brandywine,  West  Grove  and  Kennett  Square.  A  number  of 
these  continued  two  days. 
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Twenty-seven  home  and  school  associations  have  been  organized 
in  the  county.  A  considerable  number  of  these  cover  an  entire  dis- 
trict. Others  cover  but  one  country  school.  All  but  five  are  in  the 
open  country.  On  the  first  of  April,  a  county  home  and  school  meet- 
ing was  called  at  Coatesville  to  which  nearly  all  the  local  associations 
sent  delegates.  A  county  association  was  formed  with  plans  for 
the  holding  of  an  annual  county  meeting.  These  associations  are 
doing  much  to  provide  better  school  facilities,  pictures,  plants  and 
trees,  playground  apparatus,  improved  grounds,  victrolas,  libraries 
and  cooking  outfits.     . 

Probably  the  most  popular  move  made  by  many  of  our  rural  teachers 
with  the  aid  of  these  associations  has  been  the  introduction  of  warm 
lunches  into  the  schools.  Oil  stoves,  dishes  and  utensils  are  furnished 
by  these  associations.  A  charge  of  one  or  two  cents  a  day  meets  the 
running  expenses.  Numerous  drawing,  industrial  and  agricultural 
exhibits  have  been  held.  Playground  apparatus  has  been  added  dur- 
ing the  year  to  many  schools.  It  has  become  rather  the  usual  thing 
to  find  a  volley  ball  on  the  teacher's  desk,  while  jumping  standards 
and  chinning  bars  are  not  infrequent.  Manual  training,  reed  work 
and  sewing  are  being  taught  in  numerous  country  schools.  Our  first 
school  garden  work  is  under  way  in  Kennett  Square  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Civic  Association.  Downi'ngtown  has  repeated  its  annual 
flower  exhibt.  Flag-raisings  under  the  local  Sons  of  Veterans  have 
been  quite  numerous. 

The  county  farm  agent,  Chas.  F.  Preston,  and  the  assistant  super- 
intendents Clyde  T.  Saylor  and  John  H.  Tyson  have  jointly  organized 
ten  (10)  corn  clubs,  seven  (7)  pig  clubs,  one  (1)  milk  club,  two  (2) 
chicken  clubs,  eleven  (11)  canning  clubs,  with  an  aggregate  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty-six  members. 

Tredyffrin  and  Easttown  townships  schools  are  publishing  a  month- 
ly school  paper  that  is  highly  stimulating  to  their  work. 

Several  of  the  high  schools  organized  new  literary  societies  during 
the  year.  At  DowningtoWn,  the  meetings  were  all  held  in  the  even- 
ing and  the  parents  were  invited  in.  At  Spring  City,  the  large  at- 
tendance made  it  necessary  to  hold  the  meetings  in  the  public  hall. 

Our  first  county  school  rally  and  play  festival  was  held  at  the 
West  Chester  State  Normal  School,  May  13.  Careful  estimates 
placed  the  crowd  which  gathered  at  six  thousand  persons,  over  three 
thousand  of  these  being  children  from  all  parts  of  the  county. 

Of  seventy- three  districts  in  the  county,  contestants  were  present 
from  sixty-two.  Contests  were  of  three  kinds — academic,  athletic  and 
agricultural.  Each  district  was  asked  to  send  its  best  speller,  its  best 
penman  and  arithmetician  chosen  from  the  elementary  grades.  The 
high  schools  sent  their  best  declaimers.     Athletic  events  were  ar- 
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ranged  for  elementary  and  high  schools,  special  attention  being  given 
to  the  one-room  schools  and  the  small  high  schools.  Local  elimination 
contests  were  held  in  most  of  the  districts  to  determine  the  county 
contestants  and  alternates.  Com  and  stock  judging  contests  were  held. 
The  prizes  were  no  individual  trophies  but  school  banners,  one  hun- 
dred twenty  of  them  awarded  by  the  West  Chester  State  Normal 
School.  A  contest  in  school  singing  was  arranged  for  eighth  grade 
schools  and  for  one-room  schools.  Our  people  considered  the  event 
highly  successful  and  wish  to  see  it  repeated  annually. 

A  total  of  1,385  visits  were  made  to  the  schools  by  the  superin- 
tendent and  his  assistants.  The  county  was  divided  into  two  parts 
and  each  assistant  was  asked  to  visit  all  bis  schools  twice  while  the 
superintendent  tried  to  visit  every  school  once.  This  was  practically 
accomplished.  In  addition  to  this  a  very  large  number  of  home  and 
school  and  other  local  educational  meetings  were  attended. 

A  commercial  department  was  added  to  the  Tredyffrin-Easttown 
high  school:  sewing  was  added  as  a  regular  course  at  Downingtown 
and  Parkesburg.  The  high  schools,  town  and  country,  have  increased 
enrollment.  Much  of  the  increase  in  the  town  high  school  enroll- 
ment comes  from  the  surrounding  country.  Unfortunately  the  youth 
who  are  educated  in  the  town  high  school  are  usually  weaned  away 
from  the  farm.  We  need  some  remedy  for  this  situation.  The  size 
of  the  problem  is  suggested  by  the  fact  that  one  borough  collects 
approximately  $13,000  annually  from  surrounding  districts.  Other 
boroughs  report  that  fifty  per  cent,  of  their  high  school  enrollment  is 
rural. 

State  aid  for  the  tuition  of  non-resident  high  school  pupils  now 
amounts  to  only  about  six  per  cent,  of  the  sum  expended  by  local 
boards.  School  boards  obliged  to  pay  such  tuition  bills  feel  that 
they  are  not  getting  as  much  state  aid  as  the  district  maintaining 
the  high  school  receives. 

With  the  aid  of  the  assistant  superintendents,  a  careful  inventory 
of  school  needs  was  made  at  every  school  house.  A  written  report 
on  this  inspection  was  made  to  every  school  board  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  These  reports  suggested  improvements  and  the  suggestions 
were  pretty  generally  heeded. 

By  means  of  a  half  dozen  meetings,  the  people  of  Honey  Brook 
borough  and  township  were  persuaded  to  unite  their  one-teacher 
high  schools,  situated  within  a  half  mile  of  each  other,  and  to  "float 
bonds  with  which  to  erect  a  joint  school  building.  Plans  were  made 
to  conform  to  the  vocational  school  law  that  State  aid  might  be 
secured  toward  the  maintenance  of  a  four  year  vocational  school.  The 
course  will  include  agriculture  and  home  economics.  The  prospects 
are  that  seventy-five  or  more  pupils  will  be  enrolled.    The  school  will 
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be  started  in  temporary  quarters  while  a  building  costing  $27,000 
is  erected.  Bonds  have  been  issued  for  a  part  of  this  amount.  A 
similar  school  will  be  opened  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county 
at  Avondale  on  Oct.  2nd.  An  annex  to  the  present  building  is  now 
under  construction  for  this  purpose.  This  project  will  be  partly 
financed  by  the  adjoining  townships — New  Garden  and  London  Grove. 
Four  new  buildings  were  dedicated  during  the  year — all  for  high 
schools.  Oxford,  $20,000;  Kennett  Square,  $30,000;  New  London, 
$6,000;  Parkesburg,  $17,000.  A  new  one-room  school  building  of  a 
modern  type  is  now  under  construction  in  East  Goshen  township.  A 
considerable  number  of  districts  are  placing  new  furniture,  installing 
ventilating  stoves,  putting  in  additional  windows  and  making  other 
reconstructions.  About  48  per  cent,  of  the  one-room  schools  now  have 
sanitary  ventilating  stoves.    12  per  cent,  have  cellar  heaters. 

The  Annual  County  Convention  of  school  directors  was  called 
for  Thursday  of  institute  week  and  adjourned  for  a  second  day's  ses- 
sion Dec.  13.  The  first  session  was  addressed  by  Win.  Rainey  Bennett 
on  "The  Man  Who  Can";  by  W.  D.  Lewis  on  "Democracy  in  Educa- 
tion"; by  H.  S.  Curtis  on  "Play  and  Recreation  for  the  Open 
Country";  and  by  Prof.  L.  H.  Dennis  of  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  on  "Rural  Community  Vocational  School."  It 
was  attended  by  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  of  the  county's  three 
hundred  and  seventy-five  directors.  The  second  dajr's  sessions  in 
December  was  addressed  by  a  number  of  local  directors  who  reported 
on  recent  school  progress  as  follows:  "Transportation  of  Pupils,"  by 
Samuel  Buckwalter,  Charlestown;  "Partial  Consolidation,"  by  Wm. 
E.  Pitt,  of  New  London;  Collecting  Over-due  Taxes,"  by  James  E. 
Reynolds,  of  Phoenixville,  "The  Vocational  School,"  by  Supt.  Addi- 
son L.  Jones,  of  West  Chester  and  Dr.  U.  G.  Gifford  of  Avondale; 
"The  Compulsory  Education  Law,"  by  Supt.  Isaac  Doughton,  of 
Phoenixville.  Millard  B.  King,  State  Director  of  Industrial  Educa- 
tion addressed  the  convention  on  "The  New  Child  Labor  Act  and  the 
Continuation  School."  County  Supt.  Lee  L.  Driver,  of  Winchester, 
Indiana  gave  two  illustrated  talks  on  consolidation  of  schools.  These 
were  pronounced  the  best  we  have  ever  had.  One  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  directors  attended  this  session. 

In  school  consolidation  we  have  no  definite  progress  to  report 
though  we  seem  to  be  getting  nearer  to  our  first  completely  consoli- 
dated district.  The  uncertain  item  of  transportation  cost  checks  us. 
This  suggests  that  a  bulletin  giving  actual  cost  under  Pennsylvania 
conditions,  especially  where  the  plan  has  been  in  operation  for  some 
years,  would  be  helpful. 

The  liberal  state  aid  now  given  to  vocational  schools  is  a  large 
factor  in  winning  large  local  financial  support  for  their  establishment. 
The  difficulty  in  making  equal  progress  in  consolidation  suggests  that 
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similar  aid  in  meeting  the  cost  of  transportation  to  consolidated 
schools  would  give  a  healthy  stimulus  to  a  movement  that  will  surely 
return  to  the  State  all  that  it  costs.  Legislation  that  will  compel 
the  closing  of  small  schools,  with  certain  exceptions,  seems  desir- 
able. 

The  raising  of  the  academic  requirements  for  teachers'  certificates 
results  each  year  in  an  annoying  scarcity  of  applicants.  Unless 
we  can  get  larger  salaries  for  teachers  so  as  to  swell  the  ranks  of 
worth-while  applicants,  the  standards  must  go  back  to  a  lower  level. 
The  law  which  grants  the  same  minimum  salary  to  the  untrained 
provisional  certificate  teacher  as  to  the  inexperienced  normal  grad- 
uate needs  to  be  changed. 

We  are  very  much  in  need  of  legislation  that  will  authorize  and 
encourage  school  boards  to  expend  public  funds  to  build  up  school- 
room libraries  for  children.  A  special  State  appropriation  to  meet 
the  local  appropriation  of  an  equivalent  amount  would  be  helpful. 

The  appointment  of  assistants  to  the  county  superintendent  has 
lengthened  the  arm  of  the  latter  very  much.  The  salaries  of  the  as- 
sistants are,  however,  grossly  inadequate.  Only  the  belief  that  the 
legislature  will  remedy  the  situation  is  holding  some  of  the  men  in 
their  positions.  There  is  grave  danger  that  the  lack  of  an  expense 
allowance  will  curtail  the  efficiency  of  these  men. 

The  appointment  of  assistants  has  helped  the  rural  work  very 
much.  But  the  law  still  gives  each  man  some  two  hundred  to  three 
hundred  teachers  and  schools  to  look  after,  most  of  these  living  in 
the  open  country.  Based  upon  the  practice  in  New  England  and  else- 
where, each  supervisor  should  have  but  twenty  to  forty  rural  teachers. 
Then  he  would  be  in  a  position  to  exercise  real  community  leadership 
and  at  the  same  time  closely  supervise  his  school  work.  Joint  super- 
vising principals  can  be  employed  by  adjoining  districts  under  the 
present  code.  What  seems  to  be  needed  is  legislation  requiring  the 
State  to  pay  one-half  the  salaries  of  such  principals.  This  would 
stimulate  their  appointment. 

Of  all  of  these  needs,  by  far  the  most  important  to  us  is  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  result  in  greatly  increased  salaries 
for  rural  teachers,  supplemented  by  increased  facilities  for  training 
such  teachers. 
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Summary  of  Annual  Statistical  Report. 
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The 'School  Fair. 

The  fact  that  approximately  15,000  people  attended  the  school  fairs 
during  the  month  of  October  is  sufficient  evidence  of  their  success. 
From  every  quarter  of  the  county  come  words  of  praise  for  the 
teachers  who  had  the  ambition,  the  courage  and  the  energy  to  take 
ii])  this  lino  of  work  mid  carry  it  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

This  year  there  were  three  distinct  types  of  school  fair.  First, 
that  type  in  which  all  the  schools  of  the  townships  met  at  one  central 
place.    We  believe  this  type  to  be  the  most  effective  and  beneficial, 
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where  the  townships  are  not  too  large  and  where  none  of  the  schools 
is  more  than  six  miles  from  the  meeting  place.  This  type  of  fair  was 
successfully  held  in  the  following  townships  and  places:  Beaver,  Went- 
lings  Corners;  Highland,  at  the  high  school  building;  Licking,  Eas- 
ton;  Limestone,  Greenville;  Monroe,  Reidsburg;  Piney,  at  the  County- 
Home  in  connection  with  the  Licking  Valley  Agricultural  Association ; 
and  Salem,  at  the  high  school  building. 

The  second  type  of  fair  is  that  in  which  several  schools  of  the  same 
district  combined  but  not  all  the  schools.  The  best  example  of  this 
type  is  found  iu  Perry  township.  In  this  district  the  schools  met 
at  three  central  points  instead  of  one.  One  at  West  Freedom  in 
which  three  schools  took  part,  and  one  at  Dutch  Hill,  where  three 
schools  joined  forces.  Their  fairs  were  well  attended  and  successful. 
This  is,  possibly,  the  best  type  for  the  very  large  districts.  Other 
townships  that  followed  this  type  are  Farmington,  Porter,  Toby  and 
Richland.    In  Toby  and  Richland  only  two  schools  joined. 

The  third  type  is  the  fair  in  which  the  individual  school  partici- 
pates. There  were  many  of  this  type  and  the  results  were  equally 
as  good  as  in  the  other  cases,  but  it  does  not  foster  the  community 
spirit  that  is  desired.  We  could  recommend  this  type  only  when  the 
first  or  second  type  cannot  be  adopted  because  of  the  lack  of  co- 
operation of  teachers,  which  is  an  extremely  bad  sign. 

By  making  the  township  the  unit  we  have  a  definite  geographical 
boundary,  can  have  the  teachers  organization  to  manage  it,  and  the 
school  board  as  an  advisory  board.  Furthermore,  it  is  a  fine  thing 
for  the  teachers,  directors,  pupils  and  patrons  of  the  entire  town- 
ship to  meet  in  this  great  social,  industrial  and  educational  event 
once  a  year.  The  finest  and  most  valuable  exhibit  that  any  district 
can  make  is  that  of  its  boys  and  girls.  These  should  be  the  pride  of 
every  community  and  the  entire  community  ought  to  come  together 
at  least  once  a  year  to  do  them  honor.  The  social  benefits  of  such 
a  meeting  cannot  be  over-estimated.  Then  the  training  of  children 
to  produce  something  that  is  the  result  of  their  own  labor,  to  exhibit 
for  inspection  and  comparison,  is  one  of  the  finest  lessons  that  can  be 
taught  them. 

New  School  Buildings. 
Two  new  school  buildings  were  built  in  the  rural  districts  during 
the  past  summer — one  in  Limestone  district  and  one  in  Farmington. 
These  buildings  both  conform  to  the  latest  architecture  in  rural  school 
building  and  show  a  vast  improvement  over  the  old  type  at  approxi- 
mately the  same  cost.  The  biggest  improvement  is  in  the  matter  of 
lighting,  heating,  ventilating,  seating  and  cloak  rooms.  The  location 
of  the  buildings  also  expresses  a  great  change  in  favor  of  the  pupils. 
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In  the  not  very  distant  past,  the  poorest,  cheapest,  roughest  and 
most  worthless  plot  of  ground  in  the  entire  community  was  usually 
searched  out  upon  which  to  build  a  school  house.  The  best  ground 
was  kept  for  raising  hogs  and  cattle,  and  for  agricultural  purposes. 
But  to-day  our  people  are  beginning  to  realize  that  the  raising  of 
boys  and  girls  is  more  important  than  the  raising  of  livestock  or 
agricultural  products. 


Play  Grounds. 

The  sentiment  for  more  and  better  play  grounds  is  showing  excel- 
lent results.  A  number  of  school  boards  have  acquired  more  ground 
for  play  and  in  every  case  the  ground  is  suitable.  Following  is  a 
list  of  schools  that  have  been  given  more  play  ground  during  the  past 
year:  St.  Marks  in  Ashland;  Strobleton,  in  Washington;  Jacks,  in 
Porter;  Kingsville,  in  Limestone. 

The  play  ground  added  to  St.  Marks  school  in  Ashland  township, 
was  given  by  a  public  spirited  citizen  and  is  a  fine  strip  of  farm  land 
as  can  be  found  in  the  entire  township.  This  is  the  sort  of  charity 
that  means  something  to  the  children. 

The  new  school  houses  that  were  built  during  the  summer  are  well 
equipped  with  play  ground,  each  having  practically  an  acre.  That 
of  the  new  school  in  Limestone  is  particularly  fine,  Iving  high  and 
dry  and  being  protected  on  one  side  by  a  grove.  This  is  one  of  the 
finest  playgrounds  in  the  county  and  the  school  board  deserves  much 
credit  for  giving  these  children  this  fine  piece  of  school  equipment. 


Public  School  Exhibits. 

For  two  years  the  teachers  from  the  elementary  and  high  schools 
of  the  county  exhibited  the  pupils  handiwork  in  drawing,  writing, 
composition,  domestic  science  and  domestic  arts,  manual  training, 
and  agriculture,  at  the  County  Institute 

This  year  we  offered  equal  cash  prizes  for  the  best  elementary 
graded  school  exhibit  and  the  best  rural  school  exhibit. 

This  resulted  in  splendid,  large  and  well  arranged  exhibits  by 
schools,  and  individualized  the  work  done  by  the  teachers  as  well 
as  the  work  done  by  the  pupils.  Not  all  schools  exhibited  work.  But 
those  that  did  exhibit  disproved  very  satisfactorily  the  old  cry  "it 
takes  too  much  time  from  the  so  called  essentials"  and  demonstrated 
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in  their  school  rooms  almost  without  an  exception  that  the  school 
that  can  do  a  little  more  than  the  law  requires  has  a  better  school 
spirit  than  the  school  that  has  no  time  for  anything  out  of  the 
ordinary  routine. 

As  a  whole  it  was  considered  one  of  the  very  best  features  of  the 
institute. 


CLEAKFIELD  COUNTY— 0.  A.  WEISGERBER. 


The  work  of  the  schools  of  Clearfield  County  during  the  year  just 
closed  has  been  done  as  well  as  usual.  The  assistant  county  super- 
intendents have  aided  very  much  in  carrying  on  the  work  which  was 
outlined  the  previous  year.  Our  plans  for  the  future  are  simply 
an  extension  of  the  work  just  completed.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that 
the  tendencies  for  better  schools  are  assuming  tangible  form.  While 
the  work  of  the  schools  has  been  very  satisfactory,  stronger  and  better 
prepared  teachers  are  still  in  great  demand.  More  teachers  each 
year,  especially  those  who  are  not  normal  school  graduates  are  taking 
advantage  of  the  summer  sessions  held  at  the  different  normal  schools 
and  colleges.  A  substantial  recognition  by  the  directors  in  the  form 
of  better  salaries  would  be  very  encouraging  to  the  teachers  in  their 
preparation  for  the  arduous  work  of  the  class-room.  Not  until  we 
retain  our  good  teachers  at  an  increase  of  salaries,  and  not  until  the 
compensation  for  teaching  will,  in  a  measure,  approximate  that  for 
other  labor  may  we  expect  the  highest  efficiency  and  professional 
leadership  in  many  of  our  public  schools  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Supervision. — The  total  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  by 
the  county  superintendent  and  his  assistants  was  1,328.  The  as- 
sistant county  superintendents  spent  during  each  visit  on  an  average 
of  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes  in  each  room. 

Classes  were  instructed  in  Physiology  in  40  different  schools. 
Classes  were  instructed  in  Civics  in  8  different  schools. 
Classes  were  instructed  in  Reading  in  TOO  different  schools. 
Classes  were  instructed  in  History  in  79  different  schools. 
Classes  were  instructed  in  Writing  in  9  differnet  schools. 
Classes  were  instructed  in  Geography  in  99  different  schools. 
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Clsses  were  instructed  in  Grammar  in  54  different  schools. 
Classes  were  instructed  in  Arithmetic  in  75  different  schools. 
Classes  were  instructed  in  Algebra  in  2  different  schools. 

Total  number  of  model  recitations  was  426.  The  model  lesson 
is  one  of  the  most  direct  ways  of  improving  the  work  of  the  teacher. 

The  supervisors  told  stories,  read  poems  or  read  stories  to  the 
pupils  592  times.  Poems  and  stories  were  recited,  by  the  pupils  during 
the  visits  in  119  schools.  Writing  was  carefully  examined  in  101 
schools.  A  copy  for  a  test  in  penmanship  was  left  in  most  of  the 
schools  and  the  writing  examined  on  the  second  visit.  Daily  program 
was  carefully  examined  and  revised  where  necessary.  Statistics  were 
collected  during  the  visits  regarding  the  following: 

Teaching  ability  of  teacher 
in  assignment  of  lessons. 
in  recitation  of  lessons, 
in  discipline. 

Condition  of  grounds  and  building 
Outbuilding. 
Stove. 
Light. 
Ventilation. 

Special  effort  was  made  to  assist  the  teachers  in  teaching  phonic?) 
and  to  follow  the  State  course  of  sudy.  Special  attention  was  also 
given  to  ventilation. 

Addition  test  in  arithmetic  was  given  to  1,224  pupils.  The  Ayer's 
Spelling  Test  was  given  to  1,008.  The  State  Eighth  Grade  Arith- 
metic Test  was  given  to  154  pupils.  The  State  test  in  first  year 
Latin  was  given  to  115  pupils. 

Material  Improvements. — Eight  new  buildings  were  constructed 
during  the  year.  Two  were  remodeled.  Forty-four  were  painted, 
papered,  kalsomined  or  otherwise  improved.  A  campaign  for  better 
school  grounds  was  conducted  and  a  large  number  of  grounds  were 
improved.  On  Arbor  Day  trees  were  planted  and,  in  some  instances, 
flowers.  We  are  gratified  with  the  results  along  this  line.  We  desire 
to  express  our  appreciation  to  those  teachers  who  raised  funds  to  in- 
crease their  libraries,  to  purchase  pictures,  or  to  make  such  other 
improvements  as  the  local  conditions  seemed  to  demand.  Equipment 
to  do  laboratory  work  was  increased  in  at  least  four  of  the  high 
schools  of  the  county.  The  tendency  to  stress  laboratory  work  in  the 
high  schools  of  the  county  is  increasing  and  as  soon  as  funds  are 
available  more  and  better  equipment  will  be  provided. 

Examinations. — On  April  1st  the  usual  eighth  grade  examination 
was  held.     One  hundred   fifty-three  graduated  from  the  ungraded 
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schools.  This  does  not  include  the  pupils  who  were  examined  by  the 
high  school  or  supervising  principals  for  admission  to  high  school. 
Diplomas  were  granted  entitling  them  to  enter  any  high  school  in 
the  county.  The  high  school  attendance  is  growing  each  year.  There 
are  now  three  township  high  schools  in  the  county  with  a  four  year 
course.  Cooper  township  has  just  increased  its  course  and  will  have 
next  year  seventy-five  students. 

Special  Activities. — Du  Bois,  Clearfield  and  Osceola  High  Schools 
took  active  part  in  the  Debating  Contest.  The  local  contest  was  held 
in  the  Clearfield  High  School  Auditorium  March  11th.  The  judges 
declared  three  of  the  Du  Bois  High  School  students  as  the  winners. 
The  question  debated  was:  "Resolved  that  international  peace  would 
be  best  promoted  by  extensive  warlike  preparations  on  the  part  of 
all  nations."  In  the  district  contest  held  at  Altoona  April  29th, 
Thomas  Colley,  of  Du  Bois,  Lee  Frazier,  of  Bellefonte  and  Miles 
Thomas,  of  Boalsburg  were  the  winners.  The  final  debate  for  the 
championship  of  the  State  was  held  at  State  College  in  May,  We  feel 
that  an  excellent  beginning  has  been  made  and  that  by  another  year 
much  interest  and  enthusiasm  will  be  aroused  in  debating. 

Institutes. — The  County  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of 
December  13th'.  It  was  well  attended.  None  were  absent  except  on 
account  of  illness.  Dr.  Charles  H.  Judd,  of  Chicago,  111.,  Miss  Mae  E. 
Schreiber,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  Prof.  F.  F.  Von  Court,  of  New  York  City, 
Prof.  Charles  Lose  principal  of  Lock  Haven  Normal,  and  Prof.  J. 
W.  Yoder,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  were  the  day  instructors.  The  night 
entertainers  were:  The  Weber  Male  Quartette,  Dr.  Edward  Amherst 
Oti,  Dr.  Montraville  M.  Wood,  and  The  American  Girls. 

Nine  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county. 
These  local  institutes  were  well  attended  and  much  benefit  derived 
from  them. 

We  also  had  two  High  School  Conferences  during  the  year.  These 
conferences  have  been  very  helpful  and  stimulating. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  during  the  week  of  the  County 
Institute.  Dr.  Judd  and  Miss  Schreiber  addressed  the  convention 
during  the  week. 

Plans  for  the  Future. — Optimism  pervades  the  atmosphere  for  the 
future.  Two  new  high  school  buildings  are  in  process  of  construction 
—one  in  Clearfield  and  the  other  in  Mahaffey  Borough.  Through 
the  co-operation  of  the  Agricultural  Society,  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  W.  H.  Patterson,  Trustee  of  State  College,  Clearfield 
County  has  an  organized  and  established  Farm  Bureau.  An  expert 
agriculturalist  from  State  College  has  been  secured.  He  will  begin 
his  work  in  the  very  near  future. 

A  plan  for  the  standardization  of  schools  has  been  formulated  and 
will  be  submitted  to  the  teachers  at  the  opening  of  school. 
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In  conclusion  I  thank  the  directors,  the  teachers,  the  press,  and 

the  members  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and 
all  others  for  their  kindly  co-operation  and  helpful  assistance. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— Ira  N.  McCloskey. 


A  retrospective  view  of  the  school  year  closed  July  first,  carries 
with  it  many  pleasant  memories  of  duties  done  and  the  progress  made 
in  every  department  of  educational  work  within  the  county. 

Our  teachers  deserve  special  recognition  for  their  loyalty  to  the 
teaching  profession  and  their  hearty  co-operation  with  the  superin- 
tendent in  every  advanced  step  taken  for  the  uplift  of  the  public 
schools. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  directors  for  the  good  work  done  in  im 
proving  the  playgrounds  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  school  build- 
ings. They  have  endeavored  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
school  law  in  school  architecture. 

As  a  rule  our  school  buildings  are  in  good  repair.  All  are  painted 
on  the  outside  except  two  buildings.  The  school  rooms  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, have  been  painted  or  papered  and  the  walls  adorned  with 
proper  pictures.  Several  of  the  buildings  built  about  thirty  years 
ago  do  not  meet  the  present  code  requirements  in  the  matter  of  window 
space,  but  fortunately  these  buildings  house  very  small  country 
schools. 

Our  high  schools  have  been  doing  very  excellent  work  in  graduating 
classes  prepared  to  enter  higher  institutions  of  learning.  All  high 
schools  of  the  county,  except  one,  have  three  year  courses  of  study. 
Renovo  has  a  complete  four-year  course.  Graduates  from  this  school 
are  admitted  to  college  without  examination. 

For  the  past  decade  the  directors  and  community  sentiment  alike 
have  been  demanding  greater  teaching  efficiency.  This  has  led  to 
the  employment  of  teachers  holding  the  higher  grade  certificates. 
Of  the  one  hundred  and  sixtj'-four  teachers  employed  in  the  county 
for  the  past  school  year,  eighty-four  were  graduates  from  normal 
schools,  six  from  colleges,  fifteen  held  State  permanent  certificates, 
thirty-five  professional  certificates  leaving  but  twenty-four  provisional 
certificates  in  force.    Of  tiie  latter  number  all  were  graduates  from 
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high  schools  but  one  and  nearly  all  had  some  normal  training.  Many 
of  our  teachers  spend  their  vacation  in  taking  training  at  the  summer 
sessions  of  colleges. 

During  the  past  year,  sixty-five  of  our  young  men  and  young  women 
of  the  county  were  enrolled  somewhere  in  colleges.  24  were  in  State 
College. 

The  influence  of  the  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  cannot  be  measured 
in  words.  Its  music,  instruction  and  enthusiasm  draw  like  a  magnet. 
The  attendance  in  the  afternoons  and  evenings  fill  the  large  audi- 
torium of  the  court-house  to  overflowing.  The  music  under  the  super- 
vision of  Galbraith  Brothers  proves  a  charming  feature  of  the  county 
institute.  The  day  instructors  are  men  of  rare  talent.  Their  work 
was  highly  appreciated  by  the  teachers.  The  day  instructors  were: 
Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Dr.  S.  K.  Shear,  Dr.  B.  W.  King,  Prof.  Charles 
Lose,  State  Inspector  Pentz  and  Miss  Lotta  Schremp. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  of  high  order  and  pleased  the 
large  crowds  present. 

Every  teacher  of  the  county  enrolled  except  one  who  was  detained 
at  home  on  account  of  sickness.  Many  of  the  young  people  preparing 
to  teach  attend  the  day  sessions  of  the  institute. 

Fourteenth  annual  session  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held 
in  the  court  house  in  Lock  Haven  on  January  13th,  1916.  100  of  the 
140  directors  were  present.  The  speakers  for  the  occasion  were  Prof. 
Lose  of  the  Normal  School  and  Prof.  Jas.  G.  Pentz,  State  Inspector 
of  high  schools. 

The  local  institutes  held  in  the  different  school  centers  of  the 
county  still  remain  the  most  popular  medium  for  bringing  patrons 
and  teachers  together  in  a  common  cause.  These  have  been  well 
attended. 

Through  the  co-operation  of  home  and  school  the  teachers  held 
a  number  of  entertainments  to  raise  money  to  apply  on  school  li- 
braries, flags,  pictures,  drinking  fountains,  etc.  Total  amount  raised 
in  this  way  was  $1,254.77.  Three  new  pianos  were  purchased  by 
schools  in  the  past  year. 

During  the  year  Benovo  borough  school  board  razed  the  old  school 
building  on  Seventh  Street  and  erected  in  its  place  a  modern  school 
building,  built  after  tlie  latest  designs  in  school  architecture.  The 
building  contains  24  school  rooms,  laboratories,  workshops  for  man- 
ual training,  auditorium  and  all  modern  conveniences  known  to 
science  and  art. 

Chapman  school  board  added  a  second  story  with  two  rooms  to 
their  East  Benovo  school  building  to  accommodate  the  increased 
number  of  pupils.  Noyes  township  board  was  obliged  to  enlarge 
their  school  building  at  Brurys  Bun  in  order  to  grade  the  schools. 
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A  new  school  building  was  built  in  Leidy  township  south  of  Cross 
Porktown.  Mill  Hall  school  board  enlarged  their  playground  by  pur- 
chasing lots  adjoining  their  school  building.  Avis  Borough  added 
4  new  rooms  to  their  main  building.  Public  sentiment  in  favor  of 
better  buildings  is  growing.  Tax-payers  look  upon  good  school  build- 
ings as  a  safe-guard  to  the  happiness  and  well  being  of  its  present 
and  future  generations. 

Clinton  County  won  the  championship  in  debate  over  Cameron. 
Lycoming,  Tioga  and  Union  counties  in  the  debate  held  April  28  in 
Williamsport  on  the  subject  of  "Preparedness." 

Medical  inspection  is  serving  a  good  purpose  in  the  county.  Man} 
children  with  defective  teeth  and  defective  sight  have  received  treat 
ment. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  has  been  strictly  enforced  through 
out  the  county  with  but  two  exceptions.  However  an  epidemic  ol 
measles  and  mumps  in  certain  localities  did  reduce  the  attendance. 

In  the  matter  of  so-called  compulsory  attendance  in  some  parts  ol 
the  county,  it  is  not  that  we  need  the  arm  of  the  law,  but  a  little 
more  tact  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  in  interesting  parents  and  children 
in  educational  matters. 

In  closing  we  acknowledge  ourselves  indebted  to  directors,  teachers, 
parents,  press  and  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  help  given 
us.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  have  directors  and  parents  visit  the 
schools  with  us. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY— William  W.  Evans. 


1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  school  year  in  Columbia  County 
ending  in  July  was  characterized  by  many  evidences  of  progress. 
There  is  a  greater  desire  on  the  part  of  the  directors  and  teachers 
to  improve  school  conditions  than  ever  before,  and  our  citizens  gen- 
erally are  very  much  alive  and  ready  to  co-operate  in  any  progressive 
movement.  It  is  everywhere  evident  that  the  new  ideas  in  educa- 
tion which  have  been  advocated  several  years  are  appreciated  by  a 
majority  of  our  people.  Perhaps  the  most  pronounced  aspect  with 
us  during  the  past  year  is  the  extensive  interest  taken  in  a  get-to- 
gether movement  which  was  launched  at  our  annual  institute  in 
December  and  made  the  prominent  feature  in  all  our  school  meetings 
during  the  year. 
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Our  district  school  rallies  were  in  reality  community  days  with 
something  of  interest  for  everybody.  In  connection  with  each,  we 
had  exhibits  of  corn,  apples,  potatoes  and  other  farm  crops.  Many 
of  these  were  remarkably  fine.  They  were  judged  by  the  farm  agent 
who  addressed  each  meeting  and  spent  the  day  talking  with  the 
farmers  and  discussing  their  problems  with  them.  At  each  place  there 
was  a  fine  display  of  industrial  work  and  needle  work  done  by  the 
children  under  the  direction  of  the  teachers.  Specimens  of  drawing, 
penmanship  and  other  school  work  were  made  prominent.  The  as- 
sistant superintendent,  Miss  Ida  M.  Walter  proved  of  great  value 
as  a  judge  of  this  work  and  at  each  rally  gave  a  helpful  address  to 
the  patrons.  The  pupils  speaking  contest  was  a  popular  feature 
of  each  rally.  Dr.  Byron  W.  King  acted  as  judge  at  eighteen  rallies 
and  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier  at  six.  These  men  besides  assisting  in  the 
discussion  of  school  questions  during  the  day,  gave  an  evening  lecture 
on  "Community  Welfare"  at  each  place.  The  total  attendance  at 
these  meetings  was  about  10,000  people,  mostly  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. 

These  local  school  rallies  culminated  in  a  county  school  fair  held 
in  the  court  house  during  the  week  beginning  the  17th  of  March. 
The  districts  of  the  county  competed  with  each  other  for  a  handsome 
silk  banner  given  by  the  Bloomsburg  Business  Mens'  Association 
which  is  to  be  the  property  of  the  district  that  has  the  best  general 
exhibit  each  year.  Scott  township  was  awarded  the  banner  this 
year.  Special  prizes  and  pennants  were  given  for  individual  exhibits 
of  farm  and  school  products.  This  fair  was  visited  by  over  15,000 
people  and  excited  a  wonderful  interest.  The  Morning  Press  issued 
a  special  sixteen  page  school  fair  edition  which  reflected  great  credit 
upon  the  county.  Nothing  ever  attempted  before  has  been  so  effective 
to  impress  upon  our  people  the  great  possibilities  of  their  county, 
while  the  incidental  benefit  to  the  teachers  and  directors  whose  efforts 
made  it  possible  will  prove  of  great  benefit.  Dean  Holmes  and  Dean 
Watts  of  State  College  each  gave  an  evening  lecture.  Our  annual 
Directors'  Concention  was  held  on  Friday  and  the  fair  closed  on 
Saturday  with  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Farm  Bureau  and  the 
County  Speaking  Contest.  The  following  are  the  pupils  who  received 
first  prizes:  High  School  division,  Dorothy  Turner;  first  division, 
Doris  Fritz;  second  division,  Madeline  Wright;  third  division,  Mil- 
dred Bair. 

As  a  result  of  the  district  school  rallies  community  clubs  were 
organized  in  fifty  different  school  houses  for  tlie  discussion  of  present 
day  problems  and  community  welfare  topics  generally.  Such  topics 
as  "The  Potash  Question,"  "Potato  Culture,"  "Good  Roads,"  "Soil 
Fertility,"  "Which  Pay  Best,  Selling  Milk  or  Making  Butter"  were 


Ho.  6. 


COLUMBIA   COUNTY.  « 


discussed  and  debated  during  the  winter;  in  one  instance  a  defunct 
grange  was  revived;  interest  in  rural  Sunday  Schools  and  churches 
was  increased ;  in  some  places  the  old  fashioned  singing  school  was 
revived.  By  way  of  entertainment,  contests  in  spelling  and  other 
school  work  were  held  in  most  of  the  clubs.  It  is  noticeable  that 
the  best  schools  are  taught  by  the  teachers  who  are  active  in  this 
work.  We  look  for  these  clubs  to  solve  many  problems  which  have 
up  to  this  time  been  impossible  owing  to  a  lack  of  intelligent  public 
concern. 

During  the  year  we  have  placed  special  emphasis  upon  the  teach- 
ing of  arithmetic,  spelling,  reading  and  penmanship.  We  have  issued 
four  monthly  bulletins  containing  special  directions  to  every  teacher 
in  the  county  each  month.  Attendance  upon  our  monthly  county 
teachers'  meeting  was  larger  than  ever  before.  These  meetings  were 
addressed  by  members  of  our  Normal  School  Faculty,  nearby  super- 
intendents and  local  teachers  who  rendered  valuable  assistance. 

Examinations  for  eighth  grade  pupils  were  held  in  twenty  different 
places  at  the  close  of  the  term.  325  pupils  were  examined  and  216 
were  granted  certificates  to  enter  high  schools.  Great  interest  was 
manifest  in  the  annual  district  commencement  exercises.  The  en- 
thusiasm in  connection  with  the  alumni  banquets  in  nearly  all  our 
districts  is  one  of  the  big  features  of  our  school  work. 

The  selection  of  a  lady  assistant  has  proved  of  great  value,  es- 
pecially to  those  teachers  who  would  have  failed  had  it  not  been  for 
the  frequent  help  which  she  gave  them.  A  majority  of  the  schools 
were  visited  twice,  while  several,  where  there  was  a  special  need, 
wTere  visited  oftener.  Our  plan  is  to  take  the  assistant  to  school 
number  one  in  the  morning  while  we  visit  school  number  two;  after 
the  visit  we  return  to  school  number  one,  get  the  assistant  and  take 
her  to  school  number  three,  while  we  visit  school  number  four,  etc. 
The  next  time  these  schools  are  visited  the  assistant  is  taken  to 
number  twTo  while  the  superintendent  visits  number  one.  After  his 
visit  he  returns  to  number  two  and  takes  the  assistant  to  number 
four  to  visit  while  he  visits  number  three.  This  plan  has  proved  very 
effective  both  for  us  and  the  teachers  and  at  the  same  time  reduces 
travelling  expenses  to  the  minimum. 

We  were  greatly  handicapped  during  six  weeks  of  the  term  be- 
cause of  terrible  weather  and  almost  impassable  roads.  Never  before 
was  our  school  work  so  disturbed  as  this  year,  owing  to  the  extent  of 
an  epidemic  of  measles  wrhich  lasted  several  months.  Nearly  all  of 
this  cost  and  worry  could  have  been  avoided  if  those  who  are  ex- 
pected to  protect  the  health  of  the  community  would  do  their  duty. 

The  installation  of  modern  ventilating  and  heating  furnaces  to- 
gether with  the  discontinuance  of  the  public  drinking  cup  is  well 
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calculated  to  save  enough  in  doctor  bills  and  funeral  expenses  to  pay 
the  additional  expense,  not  to  mention  the  other  great  benefits  ac- 
cruing from  better  sanitation.  Many  of  our  directors  hold  this  point 
of  view  and  are  doing  what  they  can  to  improve  their  schoolhouses. 

A  vocational  school  was  established  at  Benton  which  has  already 
exerted  a  profound  influence  over  the  work  of  the  county.  Mr.  D. 
K.  Stewart  gave  a  course  of  instruction  to  all  the  male  teachers  at- 
tending our  summer  school  and  Miss  Katherine  Maher  gave  a  course 
to  the  ladies.  The  work  given  was  designed  especially  to  assist  our 
teachers  to  do  intelligent  domestic  science  and  agricultural  work 
in  our  common  schools  and  thus  this  vocational  school  will  prove  of 
great  benefit  to  all  the  districts  of  the  county. 

In  conclusion  we  desire  to  express  our  gratitude  to  our  teachers 
and  directors.  Their  loyalty,  in  view  of  the  great  amount  of  extra 
work  we  have  asked  them  to  do,  is  proof  that  their  interest  is  not 
chiefly  in  the  small  salary  they  receive.  The  hearty  co-operation 
of  our  people  generally  has  been  an  inspiration  to  us  all. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Mathers,  our  efficient  Farm  Bureau  representative  has 
proved  a  valuable  asset  to  the  educational  forces  of  this  county.  We 
are  all  very  grateful  to  him  for  his  generous  assistance.  We  appre- 
ciate the  great  service  our  newspapers  have  rendered  to  the  cause  of 
education.  We  sincerely  thank  the  members  of  our  State  Department 
for  their  helpful  co-operation  and  kindly  interest  in  all  that  pertains 
to  the  welfare  of  our  county. 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY— P.  D.  Blair. 


During  the  year  there  has  been  continued  improvement  in  our 
schools.  Two  new  buildings  were  erected,  one  in  Summit  district  and 
one  in  West  Fallowfield  district.  A  much  needed  addition  to  the 
Linesville  building  was  constructed  and  many  minor  but  just  as 
important  improvements  were  made  in  other  districts.  Plans  are 
now  well  in  hand  for  other  new  buildings  and  improvements.  The 
time  has  come  for  a  general  overhauling  of  buildings  in  many  dis- 
tricts. One  or  two  more  townships  are  planning  to  erect  central 
buildings  for  their  consolidated  schools  next  year.  If  our  good  roads 
problems  were  solved  here  there  would  soon  be  a  marked  increase 
in  the  number  of  consolidated  schools. 
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Vocational  Schools. 

This  has  been  a  most  successful  year  for  the  agricultural  depart- 
ment of  the  Cambridge  Springs  High  School.  Under  the  efficient 
management  of  Prof.  H.  D.  Davis  the  school  is  constantly  proving 
itself  more  useful  and  more  popular.  Plans  are  under  way  to  add 
a  home-making  department  and  thus  to  make  the  school  a  full  vo- 
cational high  school. 

The  Conneautville  School  Board  has  added  an  agricultural  de- 
partment and  a  home-making  department  to  the  high  school  and  the 
school  has  been  approved  by  the  State  Department  as  a  vocational 
high  school.  Prof.  Edwin  A.  Rice  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  the 
agricultural  department  and  Miss  Ada  Pfeil  in  charge  of  the  girls' 
work. 

These  schools  will  furnish  facilities  for  the  boys  and  girls  living 
in  the  northern  and  western  parts  of  the  county  to  secure  training 
that  will  specially  fit  them  for  their  work.  We  hope  the  time  will 
soon  come  when  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  southern  and  eastern  parts 
of  the  county  will  have  equal  opportunities  as  convenient  of  access. 

The  Farm  Bureau. 
Through  the  efforts  of  the  County  Grange,  the  County  School  Di- 
rectors' Association  and  various  individuals  the  Crawford  County 
Farm  Bureau  was  organized  in  March  with  Hon.  W.  L.  Metzenbacher 
as  president  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Beatty  as  secretary.  The  extension  depart- 
ment of  the  State  Agricultural  College  appointed  Mr.  H.  O.  Hender- 
son as  the  extension  representative  for  service  in  this  county.  Mr. 
Henderson  entered  upon  his  work  in  July  and  will  no  doubt  render 
valuable  service  for  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  county. 

The  Agricultural  Contests. 
The  various  county  agricultural  contests  were  again  carried  on  in 
a  very  satisfactory  and  successful  manner.  About  four  hundred 
boys  and  girls  enrolled  for  the  contests  and  about  $200  were  distri- 
buted in  prizes.  It  has  required  considerable  effort  to  carry  on  these 
contests  but  we  believe  that  it  has  been  worth  while  and  they  have 
had  much  to  do  with  creating  sentiment  that  made  possible  the 
establishing  of  the  vocational  schools  and  the  organizing  of  the  Farm 
Bureau. 

Teachers. 
Among  our  teachers  for  the  year  there  were  twenty  college  grad- 
uates, one  hundred  ten  state  normal  school  graduates  and  one  hun- 
dred thirteen  who  held  professional  or  county  or  state  permanent 
5—6—1916 


Ofl  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

certificates,  while  one  hundred  thirty-five  much  too  large  a  number 
held  only  provisional  certificates.  However  a  large  number  of  these 
holding  only  provisional  certificates  have  spent  from  one  to  five 
terms  in  normal  school  since  they  graduated  from  high  schools. 

No  local  training  schools  were  maintained  but  an  increasing  num- 
ber of  our  teachers  attended  the  State  normal  schools,  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  College,  Grove  City  College  and  other  first  class  train- 
ing schools. 

In  the  various  teachers'  examinations  held  this  season  there  were 
three  hundred  four  applicants  for  certificates.  One  hundred  eight- 
five  provisional  and  twenty-five  professional  certificates  were  granted. 

Assistant  Superintendent. 

Professor  C.  F.  Adamson  entered  upon  his  work  as  assistant  in 
September  and  has  proved  a  very  energetic  and  capable  assistant 
superintendent.  His  appointment  has  made  possible  a  decided  in- 
crease in  the  amount  of  work  accomplished  from  this  office.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  other  work  done  he  made  385  and  the  superintendent  417 
or  a  total  of  802  official  visits  to  the  schools.  Each  school  was 
visited  twice. 

This  office  has  been  provided  by  the  county  commissioners  with 
an  Edison  Eotary  Mimeograph  and  some  other  equipment  that  has 
made  it  possible  for  us  to  keep  in  closer  touch  with  the  schools. 
The  office  has  been  renovated  and  redecorated  and  provided  with  a 
telephone.  We  intend  to  add  a  good  stereopticon  and  screen  to  the 
equipment  for  the  use  of  the  schools  and  the  Farm  Bureau. 

Course  of  Study. 

The  State  course  of  study  both  for  the  elementary  and  the  high 
school  grades  has  been  followed  in  our  schools  and  special  reports 
made  to  this  office  from  each  school  two  from  each  elementary  school 
and  one  from  each  high  school.  County  eighth  grade  examinations 
were  held  on  April  1st  and  April  29th.  About  600  pupils  took  these 
examinations  and  about  400  were  granted  eighth  grade  certificates. 
A  very  large  proportion  of  these  pupils  will  enter  high  school  this 
fall. 

It  is  a  strikingly  noticeable  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
failures  occur  in  the  schools  having  seven  month  terms.  It  is  evident 
that  these  schools  should  attempt  less  work  or  lengthen  their  school 
terms  and  give  their  boys  and  girls  an  equal  chance  with  more  pro- 
gressive districts. 

The  County  Institute. 
The  65th  Annual  County  Institute  was  held  in  Meadville  during 
the  week  of  December  20th.    The  instructors  were  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis, 
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Dr.  Arthur  Holmes,  Prof.  J.  T.  Marshman,  Supt.  Edward  Sargent, 
Dr  W.  C.  Miller  and  Prof.  Jerry  March  who  furnished  an  excellent 
program  of  instruction  and  inspiration.  The  evening  entertainments 
were  also  very  satisfactory.  They  were  furnished  by  The  American 
Girls,  The  Dunbar  Quartet,  Dr.  Edward  Amherst  Ott,  and  The  Mal- 
lory  Company.  The  institute  exhibit  was  furnished  largely  by  the 
Spartansburg  schools. 

The  County  Directors'  Association  had  a  well-attended  and  en- 
thusiastic convention  on  Thursday  addressed  by  Dr.  Mark  Kelley,  Dr. 
Willis,  Dr.  Miller  and  Prof.  Marshman.  The  convention  adopted 
strong  resolutions  approving  the  Teachers'  Progress  Meetings,  the 
observance  of  Patrons'  and  other  community  days  in  the  schools, 
the  establishment  of  a  Farm  Bureau,  the  agricultural  contests,  the 
raising  of  the  standards  and  salaries  of  teachers,  and  the  curbing  and 
prohibiting  of  the  sale  and  use  of  alcoholic  beverages. 

The  High  School  Principals'  and  Teachers'  Association  held  an 
all  day  session  on  Wednesday  during  the  County  Institute  and  was 
addressed  by  Dr.  Willis,  Dr.  Holmes  and  Dr.  Miller.  Two  other 
excellent  meetings  were  held  during  the  year,  one  on  September  18th 
and  one  on  March  11th.  The  one  on  September  18th  was  an  open 
meeting  and  was  largely  attended.  An  excellent  proffram  was  furn- 
ished. Addresses  were  made  by  Miss  Lelia  Cobb,  of  Edinboro,  Mr. 
Paul  E.  Beck,  State  Supervisor  of  Drawing  and  Music,  Mr.  V.  R. 
Vergades  of  the  Science  department  of  the  Cambridge  Springs  High 
School,  and  Supt.  Sargent,  of  Meadville,  while  Miss  Elizabeth  Garver 
and  her  assistants  conducted  a  playground  demonstration  of  singing 
games,  folk  dances,  dumb  bell  and  wand  drills,  may  pole  dance,  etc., 
on  the  floor  of  the  State  Armory  for  the  benefit  of  the  institute. 

Teachers'  Progress  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  county  on 
January  29th  and  February  2Gth.  Patrons'  Day  was  quite  generally 
observed  in  the  schools  on  February  18th  or  some  more  convenient 
date. 

Perceptible  advancement  has  been  made  during  the  year  but  it 
has  not  been  so  pronounced  as  we  would  like  to  see  it.  We  need  more 
consolidated  schools,  better  roads  on  which  to  transport  the  pupils, 
better  buildings,  and  better  teaching  and  longer  terms  in  some  of 
our  districts. 

We  wish  to  acknowledge,  and  to  express  our  appreciation  of,  the 
fine  spirit  of  cooperation  on  the  part  of  teachers,  principals,  directors, 
patrons,  the  press,  and  all  others  who  have  assisted  in  the  work. 
We  thank  the  members  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for 
valuable  information  and  assistance. 
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Chautauquas. 
I  >in  ing  the  week  of  July  16th  a  fine  seven-day  Chautauqua  was  con- 
ducted in  Meadville  and  an  exceptionally  good  series  of  programs 
was  presented.     Chautauquas  were  conducted  in  other  towns  of  the 
county  also. 

Institutes. 
An  Institute  of  Religious  Education  was  conducted  from  July  6 
to  21,  and  an  Institute  of  Social  Service  and  Social  Reform  from 
August  14  to  September  15  under  the  auspices  of  the  Meadville  Theo- 
logical School  and  American  Unitarian  Association.  These  institutes 
were  addressed  by  men  of  national  and  international  reputation. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— J.  Kelso  Green. 


The  work  accomplished  by  the  County  Superintendent's  Depart- 
ment has  been  greatly  increased  through  the  services  of  an  Assistant 
County  Superintendent  and  made  much  more  effective  in  advancing 
the  interests  of  the  schools.  Better  organizations,  better  teaching, 
and  greater  effort  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  have  been  some  of  the 
results  due  to  this  increased  supervision.  Prof.  W.  G.  Rice,  Assistant 
Superintendent,  has  worked  faithfully  and  effectively.  All  the 
schools  in  the  county  with  the  exception  of  two  which  were  closed 
when  in  the  districts,  were  visited  twice  and  many  of  them  three  or 
four  times.  It  has  always  been  the  aim  to  make  these  visits  a  real 
help  to  the  teacher  through  suggestion  on  classificaion,  methods  of 
teaching,  and  general  school-room  management.  Mere  inspection  and 
criticism  seldom  improve  the  school.  What  the  teacher  desires  to 
know,  is,  what  to  do,  and  the  best  way  to  do  it;  all  supervision  worthy 
of  the  name  must  give  to  the  supervised  definite  answers  to  these 
two  questions.  Information, — to  know  and  inspiration, — to  do  must 
be  the  resultants  of  the  supervisor's  visits.  Pursuing  this  idea,  we 
believe  that  the  teachers  have  been  strengthened  and  helped  and  larger 
results  have  been  obtained.  In  addition  to  direct  help  given  to  the 
teacher,  meetings  of  different  kinds  were  held  during  the  year,  at 
which,  questions  touching  the  immediate  work  of  the  teacher  and  all 
school  relationships  were  discussed.     Both  teachers  and  patrons  re- 
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ceive  larger  views  of  the  school  problems  through  the  interchange  of 
opinions  given  expression  at  such  meetings,  and  greater  interest  and 
earnestness  are  awakened. 

The  directors  in  the  different  districts  gave  evidence  of  interest  and 
activity  in  their  administrative  duties.  Public  opinion  of  the  kind 
that  prevails  in  some  districts  is  a  handicap  to  many  directors  in  the 
progressive  movements  they  desire  to  carry  into  effect.  The  pro- 
nounced tendency  of  the  times  to  criticise  and  condemn  the  activities 
of  public  officials  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  is  a  hindrance  to 
advanced  educational  movements  dependent  upon  the  initiative  of 
school  directors.  Notwithstanding  these  barriers  much  has  been 
done  by  the  directors  in  making  the  work  in  the  schools  effective. 

Middlesex  Township  directors  erected  a  new  one-room  school  build- 
ing, replacing  an  old  one.  This  building  was  placed  on  the  site  of 
the  former  building  with  enlarged  school  grounds  and  was  built  ac- 
cording to  plans  and  specifications  presented  by  the  State  Board  of 
Education.  It  is  a  model  building  in  every  respect  and  reflects  credit 
upon  the  Board  of  Directors  and  the  people  of  the  Township. 

The  directors  of  Camp  Hill  and  Newville  built  additions  to  their 
high  school  buildings  to  meet  the  need  of  better  and  larger  facilities. 
Both  buildings  are  provided  with  large  auditoriums  and  complete 
equipments  for  work  in  different  departments.  These  progressive 
boroughs  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  their  improved  school  plants. 

Our  Annual  Fall  Institute  was  held  in  Carlisle  Aug.  28th,  1015. 
Addresses  were  made  by  Dr.  F.  E.  Downes,  Supt.  William  Eife,  and 
Prof.  W.  J.  Kimmell.  The  attendance  of  teachers  was  good  and  the 
instruction  given  was  helpful. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  continues  to  be  the  great  educa- 
tional event  of  the  year.  It  was  held  in  Carlisle  the  week  beginning 
Nov.  29th,  1915.  Every  teacher  was  in  attendance.  The  instructors 
were  Dr.  J.  C.  Brown,  Dr.  Edwin  Earl  Sparks,  Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnes, 
Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Dr.  K.  B.  Teitrickj  and  Dr.  Ezra  Lehman.  The 
high  standard  of  instruction  given  in  former  Intsitutes  was  fully 
maintained  in  this  one.  The  evenings  were  taken  by  Prof.  George  C. 
Williams,  Dr.  Sparks,  Strickland  W.  Gillilan,  and  the  Weber  Male 
Quartette.    The  lectures  and  the  concert  were  unusually  popular. 

The  County  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  in  Car- 
lisle, Feb.  17th,  191 6.  Dr.  Charles  H.  Albert  added  much  value  to 
the  program  by  giving  two  excellent  addresses.  The  discussions  by 
the  directors  were  timely  and  progressive  in  tendency.  Much  in- 
terest was  shown  in  the  meeting. 

Local  Institutes,  Sub-local  Institutes  and  other  educational  meet- 
ings were  held  during  the  year  in  all  parts  of  the  county,  all  of  which 
were  largely  attended.  Our  chief  difficulty  in  rural  districts  is  to 
provide  room  for  all  who  desire  to  attend. 
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Our  high  schools  graduated  a  larger  number  of  young  people  than 
formerly,  and  the  attendance  at  the  Commencement  Exercises  gives 
evidence  of  a  growing  appreciation  of  high  school  training  and  public 
education  in  general. 

Over  six  hundred  visits  were  made  to  the  schools,  forty  meetings 
were  attended,  more  than  one  thousand  perfect  attendance  certificates 
were  issued,  one-hundred-twenty  eighth  grade  pupils  were  examined, 
sixty-four  of  whom  received  common  school  diplomas. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  desire  to  extend  our  thanks  to  the 
State  Department  for  assistance  given,  to  the  teachers,  pupils,  di- 
rectors, patrons  and  the  public  press"  for  their  hearty  co-operation. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY— F.  E.  Shambaugh. 


In  submitting  this  my  second  annual  report  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
this  has  been  in  many  respects  a  very  successful  year  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  work  of  the  schools  was  very  much  handicapped  by  epi- 
demics of  measles  and  other  diseases.  The  standard  of  the  schools 
had  been  raised  and  a  deeper  interest  is  being  manifested  by  the 
people  at  large.  We  have  every  reason  to  feel  encouraged  by  the 
progress  made  all  along  the  line. 

In  1913  there  were  113  teachers  in  the  county  who  held  provisional 
certificates.  The  majority  of  these  were  youthful,  inexperienced 
teachers.  During  the  past  two  years  the  number  was  reduced  to  87 
and  this  coming  year  there  will  be  a  further  diminution  in  the  num- 
ber of  teachers  having  provisional  certificates.  We  have  established 
certain  definite  standards  of  requirements  in  the  way  of  professional 
preparation  for  provisional  and  professional  certificates.  This  has 
tended  to  eliminate  the  weak  teachers  and  those  who  were  unwilling 
to  give  some  time  to  professional  study.  It  is  an  unfortunate  fact 
that  there  are  as  many  different  standards  as  there  are  superintend- 
ents. We  hope  the  time  will  not  be  far  distant  when  uniform  re- 
quirements for  the  various  grades  of  certificates  will  be  adopted. 

We  have  experienced  the  greatest  difficulty  in  securing  experienced 
teachers  for  the  rural  schools.  The  State  normal  schools  do  not 
make  any  pretence  at  training  teachers  for  rural  service.  While  we 
do  not  believe  in  county  training  schools  in  principle  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  resort  to  that  measure  to  secure  adequately  trained  teach- 
ers for  the  rural  schools. 
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The  low  salaries  paid  in  the  rural  districts,  the  short  term,  and  the 
fact  that  in  some  rural  communities  it  is  almost  impossible  for  the 
teacher  to  secure  a  boarding  place,  are  also  factors  contributing  to 
the  shortage  of  strong  teachers  in  the  rural  schools.  One  hopeful 
sign  of  better  things  was  the  fact  that  quite  a  number  of  districts 
asked  the  superintendent  to  recommend  teachers  for  their  schools. 
In  every  case  the  districts  elected  the  teachers  who  had  been  selected 
by  the  superintendent  and  assistant.  A  number  of  rural  districts 
gave  substantial  increases  in  salary.  We  are  considering  plans  where- 
by teachers  who  have  the  proper  professional  spirit  and  who  have 
made  an  effort  to  improve  the  summer  vacation  by  attending 
summer  schools  shall  receive  recognition  in  a  financial  way.  Many  of 
the  teachers  were  enrolled  at  summer  schools,  especially  State  Col- 
lege and  Columbia  University. 

All  but  three  of  the  districts  of  the  county  held  teachers'  meetings 
during  the  past  year.  Most  of  the  programs  were  based  on  the  books 
in  the  reading  course.  These  districts  also  held  meetings  which  were 
largely  attended  by  the  parents  and  others  interested  in  the  schools. 
Many  of  the  schools  celebrated  Rural  Life  Day  on  Dec.  3d  with  ap- 
propriate exercises.  In  most  cases  the  school  rooms  were  elaborately 
decorated  with  farm  products. 

The  institute  held  during  the  week  of  Nov.  8th  was  one  of  the  most 
profitable  we  have  had  in  many  years.  The  interest  of  the  teachers 
was  sustained  to  a  most  remarkable  degree  throughout  the  entire 
week.  The  instructors  and  lecturers  were  Dr.  Claxton,  U.  S.  Com- 
missioner of  Education,  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren,  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Arthur 
Holmes,  Pennsylvania  State  College,  Mrs.  Alice  Carmalt,  University 
of  Pittsburgh,  Bev.  E.  B.  Bailey,  Berwick,  Miss  Sadie  Hunting,  New 
York  City,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, and  Pi  of.  L.  H.  Dennis,  Director  of  Agricultural  Education. 
The  greater  part  of  the  forenoon  sessions  was  taken  up  with  section 
meetings,  and  the  afternoons  were  devoted  to  general  meetings.  One 
new  featuie  of  institute  was  the  joint  meeting  of  the  teachers  and 
directors  of  the  county  on  Thursday  forenoon.  That  teachers  are 
coming  to  realize  the  true  purpose  of  institute  was  shown  by  the  fact 
that  they  voted  unanimously  to  abolish  the  evening  entertainments. 

The  Mid-winter  session  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held  at 
Williainstown  on  Feb.  18th  and  19th.  The  attendance  was  very  good 
and  the  directors  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  program.  The  speakers 
weie  Prof.  n.  W.  Foght  of  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education  and  Dr. 
J.  Linn  Eisenberg,  City  Supt.  of  Chester.  An  interesting  feature  of 
the  evening  session  was  an  exhibition  by  the  First-Aid  teams  of  the 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co.  One  fact  which  the  Code  unfortunately  over- 
looked was  that  no  provision  was  made  for  paying  the  expenses  of 
the  delegates  to  the  State  Directors'  Association. 
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A  great  deal  of  interest  was  manifested  in  the  corn  contests.  We 
have  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  organizing  fully  the  boys' 
and  girls'  club  work.  We  should  have  a  county  agricultural  agent  to 
look  after  that  part  of  the  work.  Our  commercial  organizations  have 
not  yet  realized  the  fact  that  the  prosperity  of  a  rural  community  is 
reflected  in  the  city  or  large  town  adjacent  thereto.  Until  we  can 
interest  these  organizations  in  the  matter  of  a  larger  community 
service  we  can  not  hope  to  achieve  large  things  in  rural  improve- 
ments. 

A  very  enjoyoble  feature  of  our  work  this  year  was  the  community 
meetings  and  picnics.  In  a  number  of  instances  the  patrons  spent 
the  entire  day  at  the  school.  In  the  forenoon  programs  were  ren- 
dered by  the  pupils,  patrons,  and  others.  At  noon  tables  reaching 
the  whole  length  of  the  school  house  were  loaded  with  everything  that 
the  most  fastidious  gourmet  could  desire. 

Children  in  country  schools  should  be  taught  in  terms  of  country 
life.  Most  of  our  text  books  are  written  from  the  city  point  of  view 
by  men  engaged  in  the  city  schools.  The  failure  of  the  subject  mat- 
ter to  connect  the  child  with  the  world  in  which  he  is  living  is  a 
potent  cause  for  so  much  of  the  discontent  on  the  part  of  the  boys 
and  girls  living  in  the  country.  We  have  endeavored  during  the 
past  year  to  eliminate  the  useless  material  from  the  curriculum  of 
the  rural  schools,  and  to  redirect  and  revitalize  the  content  of  the 
course  of  study  so  that  it  shall  function  more  widely  in  the  lives  of 
the  pupils. 

One  lamentable  feature  of  many  of  our  schools  is  the  large  number 
of  over-age  children.  This  is  especially  true  in  the  rural  schools 
and  is  due  in  part  to  the  constant  changing  of  teachers.  Of  131  rural 
teachers  only  45  had  been  in  the  same  school  the  previous  year. 
Other  factors  are  the  poor  attendance  and  the  type  of  material  taught 
as  suggested  above. 

The  building  at  Lykens  has  been  completely  remodeled  so  as  to 
make  it  a  thoroughly  modern  building  in  every  respect.  Wiconisco 
added  a  heating  and  ventilating  system  to  one  of  the  buildings.  Sev- 
eral other  districts  made  improvements.  The  condition  of  many  of 
the  rural  buildings  warrants  the  hope  that  they  will  soon  be  oban- 
doned  and  the  schools  consolidated.  The  dingy  interior  of  the  weather- 
beaten  square  box  type  of  buildings  located  in  a  place  whose  ugliness 
is  equalled  only  by  its  utter  lack  of  provision  for  play  can  never 
inspire  boys  and  girls  to  a  desire  to  remain. 

One  of  the  most  advanced  steps  in  the  history  of  our  schools  has 
been  the  provision  for  an  assistant  county  superintendent.  The 
closer  supervision  which  we  have  been  enabled  to  give  has  helped  to 
raise  the  standard  of  all  the  schools.     Instead  of  the  traditional  one 
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visit  a  }7ear  we  have  been  able  to  visit  many  schools  a  number  of  times 
and  to  concentrate  our  efforts  on  those  schools  where  the  help  of  the 
supervisor  was  most  needed.  The  compensation  provided  for  the 
assistants  is  far  too  meager  for  the  service  rendered.  The  assistant 
superintendent  of  Dauphin  Co.  spent  considerably  more  than  one- 
third  of  his  salary  for  traveling  expenses.  Whatever  success  has 
attended  our  work  this  year  has  been  due  in  a  large  part  to  his  unsel- 
fish devotion  to  the  cause  of  childhood.  We  hope  that  the  legislature 
will  recognize  the  work  of  the  assistants  by  providing  a  larger  salary, 
or  means  for  the  payment  of  traveling  expenses. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY— A.  G.  C.  Smith. 


The  following  facts  indicate  the  work  done  in  educational  matters 
in  this  county  during  the  year  that  has  just  closed. 

The  voters  of  Aston  township,  Marcus  Hook  and  Ridley  Park  ap- 
proved loans  asked  for  by  their  respective  school  boards  with  which 
to  build  new  buildings  to  take  the  place  of  old  ones. 

Colli ngdale  asked  for  a  loan  to  be  used  in  building  an  important 
addition  which  was  approved.  Sites  have  been  secured  and  some 
of  the  buildings  are  well  under  way.  The  directors  of  Ridley  town- 
ship elected  a  two  room  addition  to  the  Folsom  school. 

The  directors  of  Upper  Darby  elected  Henderson  M.  Mendenhall, 
their  supervising  principal,  township  superintendent  and  he  entered 
upon  his  duties  at  once. 

The  Eddystone  schools  occupied  their  new  building  about  the  first 
of  January  and  are  now  very  comfortably  provided  for.  It  is  a  brick 
building  with  stone  trimmings  and  provided  with  modern  heating 
and  ventilating  systems.  There  are  eight  commodious  rooms,  fitted 
up  with  suitable  furniture.  There  is  a  directors'  room  and  a  teach- 
ers' room  suitably  furnished.  One  of  the  rooms  is  used  for  a  con- 
tinuation school  which  was  opened  about  the  first  of  January. 

The  directors  of  Morton  completed  an  attractive  four  room  building 
with  all  modern  conveniences  and  occupied  it  at  the  opening  of  the 
school  term.  They  provided  two  capable  colored  teachers  for  the  col- 
ored children  of  the  district  and  opened  these  schools  in  the  old 
building. 
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The  school  board  of  Upper  Providence  township  purchased  an  ad- 
ditional two  acres  adjoining  the  Sandy  Bank  school  which  will  pro- 
vide ample  play  ground  for  the  children. 

Kidley  Falls  independent  district  reopened  its  school  with  a  good 
attendance.  Last  year  their  children  were  sent  to  the  two  township 
schools  from  which  the  independent  district  was  created. 

There  were  three  hundred  forty-three  teachers  employed  for  full 
time  and  a  number  for  part  time,  such  as  teachers  of  drawing,  music, 
physical  culture,  etc.  Sixty-four  of  them  were  new  to  the  county's 
teaching  force.  Forty-one  of  these  were  State  Normal  School  gradu- 
ates, twelve  were  college  graduates  and  only  four  had  had  no  profes- 
sional training.  Twenty  eight  teachers  had  no  previous  teaching  ex- 
perience except  what  most  of  them  had  received  in  the  Model  School 
connected  with  the  State  Normal  School  from  which  they  had  been 
graduated. 

Seventeen  additional  schools  were  opened  in  the  several  districts 
of  the  county. 

The  results  of  the  examinations  held  for  the  eighth  grade  pupils 
of  the  county  were  quite  satisfactory.  One  hundred  twenty-five  were 
examined  and  diplomas  were  given  to  ninety-five,  or  seventy-six  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  number.  An  interesting  fact  or  two  developed  in 
the  results  of  the  examination.  Out  of  the  five  who  stood  highest  in 
the  work  of  the  examination,  four  were  children  of  foreigners.  In 
one  district  in  which  there  were  twenty-three  who  made  the  required 
standard  of  examination  the  following  foreign  nations  were  repre- 
sented: Austria,  England,  Germany,  Greece  and  Hungary.  Each 
had  a  part  on  the  program  of  their  closing  exercises  and  recited  a 
peace  sentiment,  first  in  their  native  tongue,  then  repeated  it  in 
English. 

William  H.  Swank  who  had  served  acceptably  as  principal  of  the 
public  schools  of  Clifton  Heights  for  a  number  of  years,  was  named 
for  the  position  of  assistant  county  superintendent  and  unanimously 
confirmed  by  the  executive  committee  of  the  Delaware  County  Di- 
rectors' Association.  He  has  proved  a  very  capable  official.  Each  of 
us  visited  every  school  in  the  county  twice  and  a  number  of  them  the 
third  time  making  five  visits  in  all  to  several  of  the  schools.  Super- 
vision was  much  more  effective  than  ever  before  and  both  teachers 
and  directors  spoke  of  the  good  accomplished. 

The  Delaware  County  Teachers'  Association  held  its  meetings 
regularly  this  year,  completing  thirty  years  of  its  existence.  Part  of 
the  day  it  was  divided  into  sections  when  a  work  on  education  was 
fully  discussed,  topic  by  topic.  The  rest  of  the  day  was  devoted  to 
addresses  given  by  those  experienced  in  educational  work. 

The  county  teachers'  institute  proved  a  very  helpful  one  and  was 
held  in  the  new  high  school  auditorium  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Media 
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school  board.  The  several  sections  which  met  in  the  morning  were 
held  in  the  class  rooms.  Henry  Turner  Bailey,  Earl  Barnes,  Smith 
Burnham,  Thomas  L.  Gibson,  Margaret  T.  Maguire,  Mae  E.  Schreiber 
and  David  Snedden  constituted  the  corps  of  instructors.  A  most 
pleasing  and  helpful  feature  of  the  institute  was  an  art  exhibit  pre- 
sented by  the  Art  Association  of  Delaware  County  composed  of  the 
teachers  of  art  in  the  several  public  schools  of  the  county.  Joseph 
C.  Ciajihorne  of  Swarthmore  is  the  president  of  the  Association  and 
Miss  Edna  Bates  of  Media  is  the  secretary.  The  visitors  were  very 
much  gratified  with  the  work  of  the  children  as  presented  in  this 
exhibit  and  many  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  could  not  be  excelled 
anywhere.  The  work  in  manual  training  was  particularly  worthy 
of  note.  Classes  were  also  formed  in  basketry,  chair  caning,  etc., 
which  were  well  attended  and  much  interest  taken  by  the  teachers 
attending.  A  number  of  the  high  schools  having  special  instructions 
in  music  presented  choruses  at  the  opening  exercises  which  proved  a 
pleasing  feature  of  the  institute. 

The  Annual  Convention  of  the  Directors  of  the  county  was  held  in 
Media  an  Tuesday,  February  15th.  In  addition  to  the  reports  made 
by  the  delegates  to  the  State  Directors'  Convention,  interesting  and 
helpful  addresses  were  given  by  Professor  Francis  H.  Green  of  West 
Chester,  Mrs.  Henrietta  Rodman,  New  York  City  and  Professor  Mil- 
lard B.  King  of  the  Department  of  Education,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Much 
helpful  information  was  received  by  the  directors  from  Professor 
King. 

Miss  Etta  Fries,  one  of  our  most  efficient  grammar  school  princi- 
pals passed  away  from  life's  activities  on  Friday,  January  21st,  1916. 
She  had  not  been  able  to  attend  to  her  duties  after  the  first  month. 
She  had  been  principal  of  the  Aldan  grammar  school  since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  borough,  eighteen  years  ago.  Previous  to  that  she  taught 
in  the  Clifton  Heights  grammar  school.  She  endeared  herself  to  all 
with  whom  she  came  in  contact  and  her  influence  for  good  can  never 
be  fully  estimated. 

Appreciative  of  the  assistance  and  kindly  support  of  the  county 
papers  and  general  public  we  are  encouraged  to  strive  for  still  better 
things  in  the  future. 


ELK  COUNTY— J.  W.  Sweeney. 


The  school  year  closing  July,  1910,  has  been  one  of  the  most  satis- 
factory in  our  encumbency  of  the  Elk  County  Superintendency.  The 
teaching  corps  was  superior,  the  supervisory  officers  seemed  more 
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than  usually  active,  we  received  the  fullest  cooperation  of  all  the 
formal  and  informal  educational  agencies  in  the  county  and  in  addi- 
tion we  had  the  aid  of  a  most  efficient,  conscientious  and  loyal  As- 
sistant County  Superintendent  who  gave  much  needed  supervision  to 
the  rural  and  small  community  schools. 

Teachers. — During  the  vacation  period  in  the  summer  of  1915, 
many  of  the  teachers,  in  fact  more  than  half  of  the  entire  corps, 
were  in  attendance  at  some  approved  normal  school  or  college  whe?  e 
superior  advantages  for  improvement  were  offered. 

Not  content  with  present  equipment  nor  with  lower  grades  of  certi- 
ficates, the  progressive  teachers  read  directed  professional  courses 
during  the  year  and  pursue  courses  in  college  or  normal  school  in 
the  summer  ending  with  examinations  for  State  Permanent  Certifi- 
cates. We  feel  proud  of  the  number  of  our  teachers  who  have  taken 
such  advanced  positions  in  the  past  few  years  and  we  hope  the  prac- 
tice will  continue.  The  most  pressing  need  to  day  in  our  Pennsylva- 
nia schools,  as  it  has  ever  been,  is  a  more  efficient  teacher,  teachers 
especially  prepared  for  their  work,  and  school  directors  and  school 
officials  should  encourage  this  advancement  by  effective  recognition 
in  the  way  of  increased  salaries  and  more  certain  tenure  in  position 
to  growing  teachers. 

Directors: — Elk  County  school  directors,  as  a  rule,  are  selected 
with  care  from  among  our  most  public  spirited  and  enterprising 
farmers,  business  and  professional  men  and  as  would  be  expected 
they  put  into  action  their  best  thought  for  the  physical,  moral  and 
intellectual  good  of  the  multitudes  entrusted  to  their  care. 

The  child  who  is  properly  educated  must  be  given  a  complete  and 
proper  preparation  for  participation  in  the  adult  life  of  which  he  shall 
be  a  part.  He  must  not  only  provide  for  himself  and  those  diiectly 
dependent  upon  him  but  he  must  add  his  share  to  the  social  uplift 
and  contribute  to  the  comforts  of  the  unfortunates  of  his  time  and 
help  in  the  upward  trend  of  civilization.  The  school  directors  of  the 
county  seem  to  recognize  the  teacher  as  the  chief  agency  in  making 
all  this  possible  and  with  few  exceptions  they  use  care  in  the  selec- 
tion of  teachers  with  efficiency  as  the  measure.  We  of  course  like  all 
others  will  find  cases  where  other  considerations  weigh  with  directors 
in  this  their  most  important  work,  but  each  year  the  number  grows 
less. 

Supervision. — Elk  County  continues  to  recognize  the  value  of  closer 
supervision  and  we  are  fortunate  that  more  than  two  thirds  of  our 
schools  and  three-fourths  of  our  pupils  are  making  effective  progress 
under  the  expert  guidance  of  close  supervision. 

The  eighty  schools  in  our  three  large  boroughs  are  in  charge  of 
supervisory  officers  whose  long  years  of  experience  and  study  have 
given  them  expert  vision  of  the  school  problems  that  arise  for  solution, 
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and  in  addition,  efficient  supervisors  of  departments  are  looking  after 
the  details  of  their  respective  divisions.  The  advantages  enjoyed  by 
these  central  schools  are  approximated  by  more  than  half  of  the 
township  schools  through  township  supervisory  principals  and  by 
principals  of  township  high  schools  who  have  charge  of  the  groups 
of  schools  connected  with  the  high  schools. 

Consolidation. — The  advantages  of  close  supervision  and  gradation 
has  been  brought  to  an  added  number  of  Elk  County  schools  through 
a  consolidation  of  rural  schools,  a  plan  that  means  efficiency  and  is 
bound  to  be  some  day  the  country  school  system. 

The  cost  is  of  course  higher  but  there  is  little  difference  in  the  cost 
per  pupil  for  the  attendance  of  seventh  grade  pupils  is  wonderfully 
increased,  the  number  of  eighth  grade  pupils  is  more  than  doubled 
and  ninth  grade  pupils  not  hardly  known  through  the  old  isolated  sys- 
tem become  numerous  and  go  on  to  the  township  high  school  and  go 
out  into  life  prepared  for  usefulness.  When  the  public  at  large  comes 
to  recognize  the  woeful  waste  of  the  child's  time  in  the  old  one  room 
school,  all  will  demand  the  advantages  of  the  consolidated  school 
where  the  children  of  the  country  will  have  the  benefit  of  gradation 
and  effective  guidance. 

Assistant  Superintendents. — The  schools  not  so  fortunately  pro- 
vided have  now  in  a  measure  the  advantages  of  closer  supervision 
through  the  work  of  the  Assistant  County  Superintendent  who  gives 
most  of  his  time  to  these  schools,  working  under  the  direction  of  the 
County  Superintendent.  The  Assistant  Superintendent  can  not  per- 
form all  the  duties  of  a  local  educational  leader  and  guide  who  is 
directly  responsible  to  the  community,  yet  this  is  a  great  means  of 
preventing  the  wastes  which  heretofore  prevailed  in  all  one-room 
schools. 

There  is  one  marked  defect  in  the  law  creating  this  office  namely 
the  amount  of  salary  set,  for  it  prevents  the  securing  or  holding  of 
the  most  efficient  persons  in  the  positions  throughout  the  State.  This 
weakness  should  be  corrected  by  the  next  legislature  so  that  the 
greatest  good  may  come  from  this  added  supervision. 

High  Schools. — In  the  preparation  of  the  child  for  life  he  must  not 
only  have  a  thorough  basic  knowledge  of  the  elements  but  he  also 
needs  a  general  knowledge  of  the  natural  sciences  which  deal  with  the 
laws  of  nature  and  he  needs  the  culture  that  comes  with  a  study  of 
the  literature  and  history  of  the  ages  in  his  preparation  for  social 
efficiency,  and  in  a  study  of  the  art  subjects,  and  of  course  he  needs 
the  greater  development  of  the  reason  that  comes  from  a  more  in- 
tense study  of  the  more  difficult  mathematics  and  formal  subjects. 
Then  to  be  useful  he  needs  skill,  for  the  the  coming  age  of  specializa- 
tion and  scientific  practices  a  technical  or  professional  education 
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ending  in  skill  through  practice  is  essential.  In  early  times  this 
special  knowledge  and  skill  were  gained  through  an  apprentice  sys- 
tem but  now  can  be  gained  only  through  some  form  of  vocational 
school,  be  it  manual  training,  domestic  science,  agricultural  science 
or  commercial  training  including  a  knowledge  of  commercial  lan- 
guages. 

Our  high  schools  are  doing  much  to  meet  these  demands.  The  Ridg- 
way  borough  school  system  in  addition  to  providing  for  the  basic 
studies,  the  cultural  and  formal  discipline  studies,  maintains  a  well 
equipped  department  in  manual  training,  a  commercial  department, 
and  a  domestic  science  and  art  department,  each  conducted  by  experts 
in  the  respective  lines.  St.  Marys  borough  system  in  addition  to  the 
complete  requirements  of  the  common  and  high  school  courses  provide 
thoroughly  equipped  and  efficiently  instructed  departments  in  do- 
mestic science  and  art  and  also  in  the  complete  commercial  subjects 
of  study  while  Johnsonburg  borough  system  in  addition  to  provid- 
ing the  work  of  the  elemental  and  high  school  courses  maintains  a 
splendid  commercial  department  and  is  now  preparing  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  other  required  departments. 

The  township  high  schools  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  times  in 
preparing  the  young  of  the  rural  communities,  are  offering  good 
courses  in  agricultural  science  and  practices  in  addition  to  the  regular 
basic,  cultural,  formal  and  social  courses  required  for  the  well  bal- 
anced development  of  all  persons  in  whatever  line  they  may  later 
find  themselves.  The  rural  schools  as  a  whole  are  giving  as  best  they 
can  a  good  knowledge  of  the  common  branches  and  also  an  elementary 
course  in  agricultural  science  and  some  work  on  sanitation  and  com- 
munity civics  while  all  the  schools  of  the  county  are  giving  courses  in 
drawing  and  some  work  in  music. 

When  we  recognize  the  above  as  the  actual  function  of  the  schools 
it  is  clearly  evident  that  a  more  thoroughly  prepared  teaching  body 
is  necessary  and  hence  the  reason  for  the  emphasis  we  have  been 
placing  upon  the  necessity  of  a  constant  improvement  in  all  persons 
engaged  in  this  important  work.  We  feel  that  the  state  can  well 
afford  to  bear  a  part  of  the  expense  of  teachers  attending  summer 
schools  for  increasing  their  efficiency. 

Buildings. — During  the  year  much  improvement  has  been  made  in 
school  buildings,  school  grounds  and  school  surroundings  with  a  view 
to  the  comfort,  the  convenience  and  the  health  of  the  children.  The  pro- 
gressive borough  of  Johnsonburg  completed  and  occupied  during  the 
year  a  modern  sixteen  room  school  building  with  assembly  rooms  for 
junior  and  senior  high  school  groups,  with  a  commodious  gymnasium 
in  the  basement  and  spacious  rooms  for  installing  vocational  depart- 
ments.   Highland  township  made  marked  improvement  in  its  school 
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equipment.  Two  modern  one  room  school  houses  were  erected,  sev- 
eral other  buildings  were  overhauled  and  sanitary  chemical  toilets 
were  installed  to  replace  the  detestable  out  door  closets  that  have 
been  the  bane  to  society  in  all  parts  of  the  county.  Jones  township 
did  likewise  in  installing  chemical  closets  and  in  otherwise  improving 
school  buildings.  The  old  style  outside  closet  and  also  the  open 
water  pail  will  soon  be  few  in  Elk  County  for  the  sanitary  toilet  and 
the  bubbler  fountain  are  replacing  them. 

In  the  mid  term  the  fine  ten  room  brick  school  building  at  Wilcox, 
Jones  township  was  destroyed  by  fire  causing  the  schools  to  be  closed 
for  three  weeks.  Temporary  quarters  were  provided,  new  furniture 
and  books  purchased  and  the  schools  completed  the  nine  months 
term  in  splendid  shape  early  in  June. 

Attendance. — The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  well  enforced 
during  the  entire  term  with  few  exceptions  and  although  the 
winter  was  severe  there  was  little  sickness  and  we  hope  to  hold  our 
high  position  for  regular  attendance.  The  patrons  of  the  Elk  county 
schools  seem  to  recognize  the  virtue  of  this  law  and  the  necessity  of 
regular  attendance,  it  has  become  to  them  a  "Fashion,"  and  the  en- 
forcement of  the  law  is  not  the  task  it  was  a  few  years  ago. 

Educational  Meetings. — The  several  educational  meetings  held  in 
the  county  during  the  year  including  the  Annual  County  Teachers' 
Institute,  the  Annual  Directors'  Convention,  local  teachers'  meet- 
ings and  high  school  commencements  were  all  well  attended  and 
were  full  of  interest  and  practical  instruction  and  were  rich  in  in- 
spiration. 

The  instructors  of  the  Teacher's  Institute  were  Deputy  State  Super- 
intendent Reed  B.  Teitrick,  Dr.  James  T.  McFarlane,  of  the  Teachers' 
College  of  New  York,  Prof.  Chas.  Lose,  Principal  of  the  Lock  Haven 
Normal  School,  Prof.  J.  Harry  Shoemaker  of  the  Slippery  Rock 
Normal  School  and  Prof.  F.  A.  Wheeler  of  Mercer,  Pa.,  all  of  whom 
gave  high  class  service.  The  instructors  of  the  school  directors  were 
Prof.  A.  C.  Monahan,  of  the  National  Bureau  of  Education,  and  Prof. 
W.  A.  Dennison,  State  High  School  Inspector  each  an  expert  school 
man  who  brought  high  ideals  and  practical  messages  to  the  guardians 
of  our  schools. 

Our  Need. — Notwithstanding  the  favorable  condition  of  our  schools 
and  the  commendable  progress  being  made  we  recognize  room  for 
improvement  and  the  following  are  some  of  our  needs  if  we  continue 
to  advance:  a  continuance  in  the  preparation  of  all  our  teachers,  a 
greater  recognition  in  the  part  of  some  school  boards  of  the  value 
of  such  preparation  and  successful  experience,  more  local  educa- 
tional leadership  and  supervision.  Consolidation  of  additional  rural 
schools  where  possible,  additional  reference  and  library  books,  a 
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general  improvement  in  school  grounds  and  continued  improvement 
in  school  buildings.  We  need  a  longer  school  term  in  some  districts 
but  to  secure  all  these  conditions  we  need  the  financial  means — more 
money  from  State  appropriation  or  some  source  besides  local  taxation 
for  in  nearly  all  districts  the  taxpayers  are  bearing  almost  the  limit 
of  taxation  without  a  murmur,  happy  apparently  in  the  thought  that 
they  have  an  opportunity  to  do  justice  to  the  children. 

Finally. — For  the  assistance,  tbe  co-operation  and  inspiration  so 
generously  given  us  in  our  efforts,  we  desire  to  express  our  gratitude 
to  efficient  and  earnest  supervisory  officers,  to  the  earnest  growing 
teaching  body,  to  the  faithful  and  efficient  assistant  county  super- 
intendent, to  the  loyal  school  directors,  to  a  generous  press  and  the 
the  officials  of  the  State  Department  who  were  ever  ready  to  assist 
us  and  also  to  the  children  who  performed  their  tasks  so  readily 
and  to  them  and  the  patrons  of  the  schools  for  co-operation  and 
courtesies  extended  to  the  superintendent. 


ERIE  COUNTY— I.  H.  Russell. 


In  transmitting  this  my  annual  report  I  take  pleasure  in  saying 
that  I  consider  the  schools  of  Erie  County  in  better  condition  than 
at  any  previous  time  during  my  superintendency. 

I  attribute  this  primarily  to  the  valuable  services  of  an  assistant 
county  superintendent  which  has  made  it  possible  to  more  than 
double  the  work  of  actual  supervision.  My  assistant  has  devoted  his 
entire  time  to  visitations  in  the  rural  districts,  repeating  his  visits 
as  often  as  necessary  and  prolonging  them  whenever  he  could  be 
of  service  in  the  work  of  reorganizing  or  giving  class  instruction 
with  the  inexperienced  teachers.  Besides  taking  charge  of  the  office 
work  I  have  personally  visited  every  school  room  in  the  county  once, 
and  have  made  second  visits  wherever  I  deemed  it  advisable  and  time 
would  permit.  I  have  made  a  total  of  383  visits  during  the  year 
averaging  from  40  to  GO  minutes  in  length.  I  have  also  found  time 
and  found  it  profitable  to  attend  the  State  Educational  Association 
at  Scranto'n  and  a  Superintendents'  Conference  at  Grove  City  for 
three  days. 

A  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  and  a  farm  agent  established  in 
Erie  County  about  one  year  ago  which  has  contributed  much  to  the 
welfare  of  the  rural  schools.    The  boys'  corn  growing  contest  has  been 
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taken  over  by  him,  numerous  farm  boys'  and  girls'  clubs  have  been 
organized  and  premium  lists  enlarged.  His  efforts  are  arousing  the 
interest  of  patrons  and  teachers  as  well  as  pupils. 

The  series  of  corn  growing  contests  conducted  by  this  office  during 
the  past  years  has  been  most  gratifying.  Last  year  we  had  the  best 
samples  of  corn  ever  submitted,  much  of  which  was  distributed  for 
seed.  The  farmers  are  taking  notice  of  the  boys'  methods  of  produc- 
tion and  especially  of  seed  testing  all  of  which  has  had  its  effect  upon 
the  corn  crop  of  the  county. 

The  Waterford  borough  and  township  joint  high  school  which 
has  attracted  attention  for  years  as  an  agricultural  school  has  finally 
been  placed  upon  a  correct  basis  and  is  achieving  splendid  results. 
The  only  drawback  at  the  present  time  is  the  limited  number  of  boys 
desiring  the  agricultural  course.  There  is  a  movement  on  foot  at 
the  present  time  to  make  this  school  entirely  vocational  which  seems 
altogether  proper,  and  we  bespeak  for  it  a  most  prosperous  career 
if  the  plans  mature. 

The  general  interest  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county  was  never 
greater  than  at  the  present  time.  During  the  past  five  years  the  tax 
levy  in  almost  every  district  has  been  increased  in  some  districts 
even  doubled,  showing  that  the  people  are  determined  to  have  better 
schools  and  are  willing  to  pay  for  what  they  get.  During  the  past 
year  three  districts  have  lengthened  their  school  terms,  extensive 
repairs  and  additions  have  been  put  upon  a  number  of  buildings, 
more  teachers  have  been  employed,  and  several  districts  are  paying 
better  than  minimum  wages  but  at  the  same  time  demanding  more 
than  a  minimum  .service.  The  greatest  problem  that  confronts  our 
schools  today  is  the  lack  of  earnest,  energetic  well  trained  teachers 
who  are  in  the  work  as  a  profession. 

The  two  subjects  that  I  find  most  poorly  taught  are  primary  reading 
and  spelling  which  in  my  judgment  is  the  cause  of  ninety  per  cent, 
of  the  retardation,  and  all  of  the  poor  reading  and  spelling  in  after 
life.  We  purpose  to  begin  a  vigorous  crusade  during  the  coming 
year  upon  these  subjects  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Edinboro 
State  Normal  School  which  trains  one  third  of  all  our  teachers  we 
expect  to  see  decided  improvements. 

We  continue  to  hold  our  Teachers'  Institute  and  Directors'  Con- 
vention the  week  before  schools  open  in  the  fall  and  find  it  most 
satisfactory  to  all  concerned  barring  the  difficulty  of  securing  suitable 
talent,  but  in  this  we  have  thus  far  been  singularly  fortunate.  Our 
institute  attendance  last  fall  was  nearly  perfect  and  fully  three- 
fourths  of  all  the  directors  were  present  at  the  Directors'  Convention 
and  took  an  active  interest  in  the  dicussion  of  current  school  ques- 
tions. 

6—6—1916 
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Withal  I  deem  this  the  most  satisfactory  year  of  my  service  as 
superintendent  and  with  the  added  supervision  that  we  are  now  able 
to  give  I  believe  better  things  are  still  in  store  for  the  teachers,  patrons 
and  pupils  of  the  schools  of  Erie  County. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY— John  S.  Carroll. 


Annual  reports  to  many  people  are  not  interesting  documents. 
They  are  of  some  value,  however,  and  must  be  written.  They  help 
to  complete  school  records,  inform  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  of  educational  development  and  growth,  and  furnish 
a  meager  means  of  determining  whether  the  public  schools  are  doing 
their  work  as  well  as  it  ought  to  be  done.  To  boast  about  what 
has  been  accomplished  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  report.  It  shall 
contain  no  exaggerations.  Its  purpose  is  to  make  a  true  report 
to  the  State  of  the  work  done  during  the  year,  to  state  present  con- 
ditions, and  to  view  the  work  of  the  coming  year. 

Three  high  school  buildings  were  completed  during  the  year;  one 
in  Dunbar  township,  one  in  Fairchance  borough,  and  one  in  South 
Brownsville  borough.  All  are  models  of  architecture,  and  their 
equipment  equals  the  best.  Each  of  these  schools  offers  a  course  of 
four  years. 

The  New  Salem  school  district  completed  a  modern  ten-room 
school  building  last  September.  It  is  of  buff  brick  and  is  one  of  the 
best  school  buildings  in  the  county.  Nicholson  township  is  about 
to  complete  three  two-room  school  houses.  The  houses  will  take 
the  place  of  six  single  room  houses.  They  will  be  equipped  with  a 
floor  system  of  heating  and  ventilating. 

Georges  township  has  under  course  of  construction  a  rural  high 
school  building  which  will  cost  almost  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  school  grounds  comprise  ten  acres  of  tillable  land,  part  of 
which  will  be  used  for  school  gardens  and  part  for  practical  train- 
ing in  agriculture.  This  school  plant  will  doubtless  become  a  great 
educational   center. 

Dunbar  borough  has  recently  let  the  contract  for  a  four-room 
high  school  building.  It  will  be  modern  in  architecture  and  equip- 
ment. 
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The  Fayette  County  Athletic  Association  was  organized  during 
the  year.  It  is  made  up  of  the  various  high  school  people  of  the 
county.  A  field  and  track  meet  was  held  in  May.  It  was  success- 
ful. The  meeting  was  attended  by  more  than  seven  hundred  peo- 
ple. All  were  entertained,  and  additional  interest  in  athletics  was 
created. 

The  Fayette  County  Kth,  ational  Association  took  on  new  life  at 
the  beginning  of  the  school  -  ?ar  and  four  interesting  and  profitable 
meetings  were  held  during  Die  winter.  A  survey  of  nearly  all  of 
the  public  schools  of  the  county  was  made  by  the  association  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  retarded  children  in  school. 
The  association  has  made  careful  study  of  causes  of  retardation, 
and  hopes  to  be  able  to  improve  conditions  the  coming  year.  It  is 
a  strong  organization  ai  1  is  doing  valuable  work  for  the  schools 
of  the  county. 

During  the  year  1916  Fayette  county  had  employed  thirteen  su- 
pervising principals  who  had  direct  supervision  over  more  than 
four  hundred  fifty  rural  schools.  These  principals  have  built  up 
in  some  districts  systems  of  education  that  equal  the  systems  of  the 
best  town  schools.  Town  schools  have  always  led,  but  will  they 
continue  to  lead  always?  A  rural  community  with  a  first  class 
high  school  as  an  educational  center,  with  lots  of  wealth  and  trol- 
ley lines  and  efficient  supervision  and  strong  teaching  forces  is 
almost  ideal,  and  will  lead  the  way  to  greater  things  in  education 
than  some  of  us  have  ever  dreamed  of.  For  the  coming  year  an- 
other supervising  principal  has  been  added  to  the  list,  and  nearly 
five  hundred  schools  in  the  country 'districts  will  have  proper  super- 
vision. Only  fifty-six  schools  are  without  special  leaders,  and  they 
will  be  looked  after  carefully  by  the  assistant  superintendents;  so 
that  not  one  school  in  the  county  will  be  without  proper  super- 
vision the  coming  year. 

Two  years  ago  Fayette  county  held  in  Uniontown  her  first  school 
of  methods.  It  was  attended  by  more  than  three  hundred  teachers, 
and  was  especially  helpful  to  teachers  who  were  about  to  take  up 
school  work  for  the  first  time.  A  still  bigger  and  better  session 
was  held  last  August,  and  was  attended  by  about  four  hundred 
teachers.  Arrangements  are  now  being  made  to  hold  another  of 
these  special  meetings  in  August  of  this  year,  and  plans  are  being 
made  to  do  much  practical  and  helpful  work.  At  the  directors'  con- 
vention held  in  Uniontown  last  December  that  body  voted  unani- 
mously to  hold  their  next  annual  meeting  jointly  with  the  teachers 
while  the  school  of  methods  is  in  session.  This  action  of  the  direc- 
tors' association  pleased  the  teachers  greatly  and  the  success  of  the 
next  meeting  is  assured. 
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The  County  Institute  was  held  in  Uniontown,  week  of  December 
14.  The  instructors  were  strong  educators,  and  the  evening  enter- 
tainments were  excellent.  The  theatre  was  crowded  every  session. 
On  Wednesday  and  Thursday  hundreds  of  people  were  turned  away. 
It  was  a  typical  Fayette  County  Teachers'  Institute,  and  the  people 
said  it  was  one  of  the  best. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  almost  every  district  of  the  county. 
They  were  well  attended  by  school  people  and  by  the  general  pub- 
lic. These  meetings  were  specially  helpful  to  teachers,  and  much 
educational  interest  was  created  by  them.  A  half  dozen  school 
buildings  were  dedicated  during  the  year,  and  more  than  a  score 
of  commencement  exercises  were  held.  It  was  a  great  year  for 
profitable  school  meetings. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  assistant  county  superin- 
tendents: Mr.  K.  V.  Ritenour,  who  was  formerly  superintendent  of 
the  public  schools  of  ra}rette  county  for  six  years;  Miss  Helen  N. 
Carroll,  who  at  the  time  of  appointment  was  the  head  of  the  commer- 
cial department  of  the  city  school  of  Connellsville,  and  Mr.  James 
G.  Robinson,  who  for  the  last  six  years  had  been  supervising  prin- 
cipal of  the  Franklin  township  public  schools.  All  are  well  qualified 
for  their  work  and  rendered  efficient  service  to  the  schools  of  the 
county  during  the  present  year.  The  supervising  force  of  the  county 
for  the  coming  year  is  made  up  of  three  assistant  superintendents, 
fourteen  supervising  principals,  fifteen  borough  principals,  who  su- 
pervise part  of  the  time,  and  a  dozen  high  school  principals,  who 
devote  much  of  their  time  to  supervision.  With  this  efficient  corps 
of  supervisors  the  schools  ought  to  be  stronger  than  ever  before. 

The  various  school  boards  of  the  county  are  made  up  of  represen- 
tative citizens.  Among  them  are  many  professional  and  business 
men  who  devote  much  of  their  time  to  educational  work  because 
they  are  interested  in  the  education  of  the  people.  The  annual  meet- 
ings of  the  Fayette  County  Directors'  Association  are  always  well 
attended,  and  equal  in  interest  the  sessions  of  the  county  insti- 
tute. 

Fewer  provisional  certificates  will  be  in  use  the  coming  year  than 
formerly  and  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  these  certificates  were 
granted  to  high  school  graduates.  Comparatively  few  eighth  grade 
graduates  received  certificates,  and  in  many  districts  this  class 
cannot  find  employment  as  teachers.  But  few  certificates  have  been 
granted,  for  the  coming  year,  to  applicants  who  were  not  in  school 
somewhere.    We  are  getting  ready  for  stronger  work. 

I  want  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  valu- 
able help  and  courteous  treatment,  and  the  Press  of  the  county  for 
excellent  reports  of  the  county  institute  and  of  other  educational 
meetings. 
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FOREST  COUNTY— J.  O.  Carson. 


The  school  year  which  has  just  passed  in  the  Forest  county  schools 
does  not  claim  characteristics  of  particular  brilliancy  nor  on  the 
other  hand  does  it  possess  features  which  indicate  a  retarded 
progress. 

In  a  large  measure  many  of  the  school  purposes  which  were  aimed 
at  in  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  have  materialized  and  brought 
forth  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

The  mistakes  and  failures  which  came  through  causes  unforeseen 
were  discouraging  and  irritating  at  the  time  but  we  candidly  believe 
and  modestly  assert  they  are  growing  less. 

The  greatest  difficulty  which  confronts  the  school  officers  of  the 
county  at  the  present  time  is  the  decrease  in  values  of  taxable  prop- 
erty. This  report  is  written  from  the  standpoint  of  a  fourth  class 
district  and  from  a  county  unique  in  many  particulars. 

School  levies  have  increased  from  year  to  year  until  three  of  the 
districts  have  reached  the  limit  and  others  are  closely  approach- 
ing the  same.  It  is  cited  that  valuations  are  as  low  as  fifty  and 
sixty  per  cent,  of  their  real  values  and  with  a  readjustment  of  the 
valuations  the  difficulty  can  soon  be  overcome  and  an  abundance  of 
taxes  produced.  This  may  be  true,  but  an  increase  in  taxation 
either  through  higher  valuations  or  greater  millage  cannot  alleviate 
or  lessen  the  complaints  of  excessive  taxation  which  are  already  too 
widespread  throughout  the  county.  The  school  code  imposes  on  the 
school  districts  certain  requirements  which  must  be  complied  with, 
teachers'  salary,  length  of  school  term,  building  specifications,  etc. 
If  the  executive  authority  wishes  the  districts  to  comply  with  these 
legal  requirements,  the  time  is  not  distant  when  the  legislative  au- 
thority should  come  to  the  assistance  of  such  districts  with  greater 
appropriations. 

The  progress  of  the  schools  throughout  the  county  during  the 
year  seemed  to  be  good.  There  were  few  epidemics  to  interfere  with 
school  attendance  and  a  good  school  spirit  was  manifested  among 
both  pupils  and  patrons.  The  buildings  were  kept  in  good  repair, 
cleaned  and  painted,  which  added  largely  to  the  sanitary  condi- 
tions. We  are  glad  to  report  the  erection  of  a  new  one-room  build- 
ing in  Howe  township  which  is  known  as  the  Kingsley  school.  The 
location  could  not  be  better  as  it  is  on  a  gently  sloping  hill  which 
borders  Tionesta  creek,  situated  closely  to  the  families  who  expect 
to  patronize  it.    The  building  complies  with  the  exact  requirements 
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of  the  code  and  is  a  decided  addition  to  the  school  equipment  of 
the  township. 

We  regret  to  report  the  loss  of  a  three-room  building  in  Barnett 
township,  which  caught  fire  in  an  unknown  manner  and  was  com- 
pletely destroyed,  including  most  of  the  contents.  A  new  building 
will  be  erected  this  }rear,  but  the  continuance  of  the  higli  school  is 
still   in   question. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  were  well  attended  during  the 
year,  and  we  are  pleased  to  report  the  increase  of  an  additional 
year  to  the  course  of  the  Tionesta  borough  high  school  which  makes 
it  a  school  of  the  first  class. 

The  Teachers'  Annual  Institute  was  held  the  week  of  October 
18th,  at  Tionesta.  There  were  ninety-six  teachers  present,  the  en- 
tire number  in  the  county.  The  school  directors'  convention  was 
held  at  the  same  time  and  was  attended  by  about  half  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  county. 

The  instructors  included  Superintendent  W.  E.  Wenner,  of  the 
Ashtabula  Harbor  Special  Schools,  Ashtabula,  Ohio;  Prof.  Charles 
H.  Albert,  of  the  Bloomsburg  Normal  School,  BloomsburgT  Pa.,  and 
Prof.  Frank  E.  Baker,  of  the  Edinboro  Normal  School.  The  teach- 
ers were  delighted  with  the  instruction  they  received,  realizing  that 
each  of  the  above  mentioned  instructors  is  a  practical  school  man 
in  school  work  at  the  present  time. 

We  wish  to  express  our  gratitude  to  the  teachers  of  the  county, 
who  have  labored  earnestly  to  make  the  schools  successful  during  the 
past  year,  also  to  the  patrons  of  the  school  who  have  had  a  keen 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  their  children. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  who  fre- 
quently gave  their  assistance  in  difficult  matters  throughout  the 
year. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY— Lewis  Edgar  Smith. 


Generally  speaking  our  teachers  did  splendid  work  during  the 
school  term  just  closed.  We  found  fewer  failures  among  those  who 
for  the  first  time  took  charge  of  a  school.  Their  success  was  due 
in  part  at  least  to  the  fact  that,  with  an  assistant  county  superin- 
tendent, we  could  reach  these  young  people  early  in  the  term.  Then, 
too,  we  have  made  it  a  practice  for  several  years  to  give  the  be- 


No.  6.  FRANKLIN  COUNTY.  87 

giimers  iu  our  teaching  corps  a  short  course  in  school  administra- 
tion before  the  term  opens  in  the  fall.  Attendance  at  this  institute 
is  made  obligatory.  The  instruction  given  is  of  the  practical  sort 
and  emphasizes  the  importance  of  "first  day"  preparation  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher.  Not  much  time  is  spent  in  these  meetings  on 
methods  of  teaching  the  several  branches.  Few  young  teachers  make 
complete  failure  because  they  lack  in  knowledge  of  methods.  In 
most  cases  the  failures  are  due  to  want  of  definite  plan  of  organi- 
zation. 

There  were  9730  children  enrolled  in  the  schools  of  the  county 
during  the  term— 4991  boys  and  4639  girls.  The  attendance  was 
not  interfered  with  by  any  general  epidemics,  although  measles  and 
mumps  lowered  it  in  a  few  sections.  By  prompt  and  effective  quar- 
antine regulations  these  diseases  were  confined  to  small  areas. 

The  enrollment  in  our  high  schools  was  the  largest  in  the  his- 
tory of  these  schools;  the  work  done  was  of  a  high  character;  and 
the  number  of  graduates  proportionately  high.  St.  Thomas  town- 
ship will  open  a  high  school  in  the  village  of  St.  Thomas  for  the 
coming  term.  Washington  township  will  remove  its  high  school 
from  Rouzerville  to  a  new  school  plant  of  four  rooms  at  Wayne 
Heights.  Mercersburg  borough  placed  an  additional  teacher  in 
the  high  school  faculty  and  made  some  needed  improvements  in 
their  high  school  class  rooms. 

Greencastle  will  have  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  opening  of  the 
fall  term  a  twelve-room  school  building.  It  is  a  substantial  brick 
structure  of  beautiful  design  and  complete  in  all  its  appointments. 
St.  Thomas  township  erected  a  one-story  four-room  building  with 
an  auditorium.  Greene  and  Peters  townships  are  erecting  modern 
single  room  houses  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  type  building.  The 
improvement  of  school  property  is  one  line  along  which  we  are 
making  substantial  progress  in  this  county.  Much  remains,  however, 
to  be  done. 

After  one  year's  trial,  we  are  gratified  to  report  on  the  success 
of  the  system  of  assistant  county  superintendent.  Our  work  in 
supervision  was  much  more  effective,  in  that  the  weak  teachers 
were  assisted  early  in  the  term  and  the  plans  suggested  for  the 
improvement  of  their  schools  followed  up.  Our  people  took  kindly 
to  the  system  and  now  look  with  more  favor  than  ever  upon  closer 
supervision.  With  the  experience  of  the  past  term,  we  can  look 
forward  to  even  better  results  in  this  department  of  our  school 
work.  We  wish  to  state,  however,  that  the  salary  paid  this  official 
is  not  commensurate  with  the  work  he  is  expected  to  do  and  the 
expense  he  is  compelled  to  bear.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  necessary 
legislative  steps  will  be  taken  to  place  these  officials  on  a  higher 
minimum  salary. 
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Our  annual  teachers'  institute,  our  directors'  meeting  and  the 
several  local  educational  meetings  held  during  the  year,  were  ex- 
ceptional in  point  of  attendance  and  interest  manifested.  As  the 
leading  educational  factor  in  this  county,  the  Teachers'  Institute 
has  not  outlived  ils  usefulness.  It  reaches  and  stimulates  several 
thousands  of  our  people  yearly,  besides  the  inspiration  it  brings  to 
our  corps  of  teachers  and  the  benefits  derived,  directly  or  indirectly, 
by  the  children   in  our  schools. 

To  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  to- the  State  Board  of 
Education  and  to  the  other  State  educational  agencies,  we  are  in- 
debted for  their  assistance  and  many  valuable  suggestions  during 
the  term  just  closed. 


FULTON  COUNTY— J.  E.  Thomas. 


Buildings. 

We  have  only  eighty-four  school  rooms  in  our  twelve  school  dis- 
tricts. A  few  of  these  being  graded  schools,  we  have  seventy-seven 
school  buildings. 

Many  of  our  one-room  buildings  are  old  and  in  poor  condition 
but  our  school  boards  are  loathe  to  spend  much  money  on  them  as 
consolidation  is  much  discussed  in  some  districts. 

Thompson  and  Todd  districts  have  each  constructed  one  new  up- 
to-date  building  during  the  school  year.  These  buildings  are  very 
attractive  and  reflect  credit  upon  the  boards  of  those  districts. 

Bethel  district  divided  the  Warfordsburg  school  and  established 
in  its  stead  a  graded  school.  This  was  a  much  needed  improve- 
ment as  the  school  numbered  before  division  sixty-seven  pupils.  The 
board  deserves  much  credit  for  this  progressive  step. 

I  had  anticipated  that  Dublin  district  would  do  the  same  with 
the  Burnt  Cabins  school  which  also  numbers  more  than  sixty  pu- 
pils. I  am  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Dublin  school  board 
that  a  petition  of  the  patrons  of  the  Burnt  Cabins  school  for  its 
division  and  the  establishment  of  a  graded  school  in  its  place  is  now 
before  said  board  of  directors. 

Belfast  district  lias  decided  to  construct  a  new  school  building 
at  Maple  Grove  to  have  ready  for  use  at  the  opening  of  the  coming 
school  term. 
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During  the  school  year,  Taylor  district  added  several  large  porches 
to  their  school  buildings  and  gave  both  porches  and  buildings  a  coat 
of  paint.  This  added  much  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  buildings  thus 
improved.  This  district  is  also  building  a  modern  up-to-date  one- 
room  house  at  Hustontown. 

Scholarship. 

The  greatest  source  of  weakness  in  the  profession  of  teaching  is 
superficiality  of  knowledge  in  the  branches  to  be  taught.  I  do  not 
believe  in  the  dictum  "that  some  teachers  teach  more  than  they 
know.''  In  fact  no  teacher  teaches  quite  as  much  as  he  knows.  It 
is,  therefore,  obvious  that  any  one  who  has  only  a  smattering  of  a 
subject  cannot  teach  that  subject  well.  For  this  reason  I  have 
been  most  careful  in  my  examination  to  select  from  those  persons 
examined  a  sufficient  number  to  fill  the  schools  having  the  best 
qualifications  to  teach  so  far  as  scholarship  is  concerned. 

The  only  means  we  have  in  the  county  for  preparing  young  per- 
sons for  the  profession  of  teaching  is  the  McConnellsburg  high  school 
and  the  summer  normal.  We  have  previously  been  getting  some  ex- 
cellent teachers  from  our  high  school,  but  the  course  has  been  so 
changed  in  the  last  three  years  as  to  make  it  almost  impossible 
for  the  graduates  of  the  high  school  to  pass  a  teachers'  provisional 
certificate  examination.  The  schools  of  the  county  are  beginning  to 
feel  this  loss. 

Examinations. 

On  June  28th  an  examination  was  given  to  the  students  of  the 
Needmore  Summer  Normal.  On  June  29th  and  30th,  an  examina- 
tion was  given  to  the  students  of  the  McConnellsburg  Summer 
Normal. 

The  number  examined  at  these  two  places  was  fifty-nine,  of  whom 
fifty  successfully  passed  the  examination. 

At  our  County  Institute,  last  December,  we  adopted  in  our  course 
on  professional  reading  "School  Discipline  by  William  Chandler 
Bagley.''  This  text  was  not  only  to  be  read  but  to  be  studied.  I 
examined  all  applicants  in  this  text.  I  am  glad  to  know  that  with 
very  few  exceptions,  all  examined  possessed  a  fairly  good  knowledge 
of  the  subject. 

Teachers'  Institute. 
The  annual  Teachers'   [Institute  was  held  November  29th,  to  De- 
cember 3rd,  inclusive.    Eighty-three  out  of  eighty-four  teachers  were 
present.    We  had  an  average  attendance  of  eighty-three. 
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The  instructors  were:  Dr.  Ezra  Lehman,  Dr.  Harlan  E.  Hall,  Dr. 
F.  H.  Green  and  Professor  J.  W.  Yoder.  The  institute  was  gen- 
erally considered  a  success. 

Directors'  Association. 
Our  School  Directors'  Convention  was  held  February  17th  and 
18th.  Forty  of  the  sixty  directors  were  present.  The  speaker  for 
the  occasion  was  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier  of  the  Millersville  State  Nor- 
mal School.  Dr.  Gordinier  gave  us  some  excellent  suggestions  on, 
"Rural  School  Problems." 

Rural  Examinations. 

Instead  of  having  but  one  examination  at  the  close  of  the  school 
term,  we.  had  three  examinations  in  this  school  year.  The  first  ex- 
amination was  given  at  the  end  of  the  third  month,  the  second  ex- 
amination at  the  end  of  the  fifth  month,  and  the  third  examination 
at  the  end  of  the  seventh  month. 

Thirty-six  passed  this  examination  creditably,  an  increase  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  over  last  year.  Still  the  percentage  of  failures 
was  too  high. 

The  chief  cause  of  the  failures  was,  that  many  farmers  keep  this 
class  of  pupils  out  of  the  school  through  September  and  October  to 
help  to  gather  the  crops.  I  hope  that  in  the  near  future  this  condi- 
tion will  be  changed.  I  hope  that  farmers  will  soon  see  that  the 
loss  to  the  children  more  than  counter  balances  the  financial  gain 
in  such  a  course.  I  hope  that  they  will  see  that  they  are  thus  sac- 
rificing the  future  welfare  of  their  children  simply  for  small  present 
gain. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  for  much  needed  help  received  during  the  school 
year. 


GREENE  COUNTY— H.  D.  Freeland. 


It  is  with  a  feeling  of  mingled  joy  and  regret  that  we  close  the 
school  year  of  1915-16.  In  general  we  feel  that  we  have  material  evi- 
dence to  show  that  the  Greene  county  schools  are  working  today  on  a 
higher  plane  than  ever  before.    We  have  undertaken  a  few  very  defi- 
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nite  things  during  the  year  just  closed.  Each  of  the  projects  we 
have  agitated  has  become  fairly  well  established  and  we  expect  to 
see  much  greater  results  during  the  coming  year. 

At  the  opening  of  the  year  we  introduced  the  Greene  County  Course 
of  Study.  It  has  been  adopted  by  the  various  boards  throughout  the 
county.  We  find  that  it  has  been  of  great  aid  to  the  teachers  in 
properly  grading  and  classifying  their  pupils.  It  was  made  one  of 
the  books  on  the  teachers'  reading  course  for  the  year  and  included 
in  the  subjects  covered  by  teachers'  examinations.  As  a  result  the 
schools  of  the  county  are  not  only  better  graded  than  ever  before 
but  the  new  teachers  this  year  will  be  better  able  to  meet  the  prob- 
lem of  grading  than  if  they  had  not  specially  studied  the  course. 

For  several  years  we  had  been  impressed  by  the  need  of  better 
penmanship  in  our  schools.  We  realized  that  it  is  useless  to  hope 
for  better  results  in  any  branch  unless  we  have  teachers  who  can 
teach  that  branch  well.  During  the  year  more  than  half  the  teach- 
ers of  the  county  have  qualified  themselves  to  teach  this  subject  sci- 
entifically. The  Palmer  Method  of  Business  Writing  has  been 
adopted  in  85%  of  the  schools  of  the  county.  Those  teachers  who 
do  not  already  hold  diplomas  as  specialists  in  penmanship  are  pur- 
suing the  course  and  girls  and  boys  are  writing  as  never  before  in 
Greene  county. 

The  school  of  methods  proved  to  be  the  most  interesting  meeting 
of  that  sort  yet  held.  It  was  well  attended  and  is  spoken  of  since 
by  the  teachers  as  the  most  profitable  meeting  of  the  year. 

The  Greene  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  third  week  of 
October.  It  brought  to  the  county  seat  the  usual  crowd  of  people. 
Excellent  attendance  and  interest  prevailed  throughout  the  entire 
week. 

The  entire  cost  of  the  county  institute  was  $2,496.25.  When  one 
learns  that  we  spend  this  amount  in  a  county  institute  with  only 
270  teachers  he  is  likely  to  inquire  where  the  funds  come  from.  He 
can  not  question  the  educational  spirit  of  the  county  when  told  that 
the  patrons  of  the  institute  cheerfully  provide  the  funds  in  payment 
for  the  privilege  of  listening  to  such  talent  as  is  always  secured 
for  these  meetings. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  the  various  districts  throughout  the 
county.  They  were  well  attended  by  both  teachers  and  patrons. 
Many  districts  require  their  teachers  to  attend  these  meetings  im- 
posing a  fine  if  they  fail  to  do  so  without  valid  excuse. 

Through  the  aid  of  the  assistant  superintendent,  we  have  been 
able  to  give  much  more  attention  to  the  details  of  the  work  than 
formerly.  Especially  have  beginning  teachers  been  benefited  by 
visits  and  suggestions. 
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A  county  spelling  contest  was  conducted  near  the  close  of  the 
term.  No  other  thing  in  connection  with  our  six  years  of  work  in 
the  office  of  county  superintendent  has  created  such  general  and 
wide-spread  interest.  Each  school  in  the  various  townships  and 
boroughs  was  permitted  to  send  two  pupils  to  the  district  contest. 
The  best  tAvo  spellers  from  each  district  then  assembled  in  Waynes- 
burg  for  the  final  round.  Every  township  and  borough  in  the  county 
was  represented.  First  honor  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Charles  B.  Wal- 
ters, a  pupil  of  the  Brock  school  in  Wayne  township.  Second  honor 
was  awarded  to  Miss  Hazel  Moore  of  the  same  school.  The  teacher 
of  this  school  for  the  last  three  years  was  Miss  Juanita  Brock. 

During  the  year  several  new  rural  school  buildings  were  erected 
to  take  the  place  of  old  structures.  All  have  been  erected  on  mod- 
ern plans  and  with  a  view  to  physical  comfort  and  safeguarding  the 
health  of  the  children. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  have  had  a  very  good  year.  One 
twelfth  of  the  entire  enrollment  in  the  schools  of  the  county  is  in 
the  high  schools. 

Attendance  seems  to  be  about  the  most  difficult  problem  for  this 
county.  Some  districts  have  not  yet  come  to  realize  the  value  of 
a  truant  officer.  Reports  show  that  better  attendance  resulted  every- 
where that  truant  officers  were  employed. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  need  of  Greene  county  along  school  lines  at 
the  present  time  is  fewer  schools. .  There  are  many  schools  in  the 
county  which  should  be  closed  and  the  pupils  transported  to  other 
schools.  Some  townships  having  from  six  to  ten  schools,  have  but 
an  average  of  ten  or  twelve  pupils  to  each  school.  Centralization 
we  think  will  be  the  solution  when  roads  are  improved  sufficiently  to 
permit  it  to  any  appreciable  extent. 

We  feel  grateful  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  ef- 
forts to  aid  us  in  our  work.  Many  times  have  we  called  and  always 
received  prompt  and  courteous  reply.  To  all  other  agencies  that 
have  contributed  to  the  success  of  our  work  during  the  year  which 
has  just  closed  we  express  our  appreciation. 


HUNTINGDON   COUNTY— L.  E.  Boyer. 


In  submitting  this,  our  second  annual  report,  we  are  pleased  to 
report  progress.  Earnest  effort  and  honest  endeavor  have  char- 
acterized the  year's  work.    An  excellent  school  spirit  prevails. 
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Of  our  two  hundred  forty-five  teachers,  seven  held  college  diplo- 
mas, twenty  were  State  normal  graduates,  thirty -one  held  permanent 
certificates,  eighty-three  held  professional  certificates,  and  one  hun- 
dred four  held  provisional  certificates.  Forty  of  our  teachers  had 
no  previous  experience. 

Generally  spreading,  the  teachers  have  been  faithful,  energetic, 
and  progressive.  Nearly  all  of  them  were  readers  of  one  or  more 
standard  educational  journals.  To  increase  their  qualifications  for 
greater  effective  work  and  service,  sixty-five  per  cent,  of  our  teach- 
ers attended  Juniata  College,  State  College,  State  Normal  Schools, 
or  local  summer  schools,  during  the  year. 

Some  of  the  more  progressive  teachers  held  festivals,  or  socials. 
These  socials  created  a  splendid  community  spirit.  The  receipts  were 
wisely  expended  for  window  shades,  paper  for  walls  of  school  rooms, 
flags,  and  other  improvements. 

A  modern  one-room  building  was  erected  in  Miller  township  to 
replace  "Spruce  College"  school  house,  destroyed  by  fire  last  year. 
The  question  of  consolidation  was  carefully  considered,  but  on  ac- 
count of  ridges  and  Stone  creek  being  impassible  during  high  water, 
the  Board  thought  it  to  be  more  economic  to  build. 

Brady  township  erected  a  very  convenient  modern  one-room  school 
house  at  Airydale.  This  building  is  located  in  a  central  part  of  the 
district,  and  we  hope  that  it  will  be  a  nucleus  for  the  consolidaiton 
of  the  schools  of  the  district. 

Mount  Union  is  erecting  a  large  annex  to  her  high  school  build- 
ing. This  annex  makes  ample  provision  for  the  teaching  of  domes- 
tic science  and  manual  training.  Mount  Union  certainly  manifests 
a  splendid,  progressive  school  spirit. 

The  sixtieth  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  Grand 
Theatre  of  Huntingdon  during  the  week  of  October  18th.  The  in- 
structors were  Hon.  R.  M.  McNeal,  Hon.  C.  D.  Koch,  Dr.  Lewis  W. 
Bapeer,  Dr.  Ezra  Lehman  and  Prof.  Thomas  L.  Gibson. 

A  few  people  say  that  the  county  institutes  do  not  benefit  teach- 
ers, that  they  are  only  a  waste  of  time  and  money.  For  several 
weeks  following  institute  by  a  personal  survey,  we  found  sixty-six 
per  cent,  of  the  teachers  visited  putting  into  practice  some  of  the 
practical  things  presented  at  the  institute.  Institutes  are  very  help- 
ful to  all  live  teachers.  Thirty-four  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  visited 
failed  to  grasp  an  opportunity  for  advancement  and  self-improve- 
ment.    Such  teachers  are  failures,  not  the  institutes. 

Department  work  was  a  special  feature  of  the  institute.  The 
departments  were  The  One-room  Schools,  The  Graded  Schools,  and 
The  High  Schools.  Gradation,  Daily  Program,  School  Discipline, 
and  Character  Building  were  some  of  the  more  important  subjects, 
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discussed  in  a  pleasing  manner.  Good  practical  instruction  was 
characteristic  of  the  week's  work. 

The  evening  attractions  were  Edward  A.  Ott,  The  American  Quar- 
tet, Strickland  W.  Uilliland,  and  The  Smith-Spring-Holmes  Com- 
pany. 

The  Directors'  Association  met  in  thirteenth  annual  session  in  the 
court  house  of  Huntingdon  on  January  27-28.  Dr.  A.  B.  Van  Ormer 
delivered  three  instructive  addresses  on  the  following  very  practical 
subjects:  The  Possibilities  of  the  Kural  Schools,  Horace  Mann,  Patron 
Saint  of  the  Public  Schools,  and  The  Growing  Virtues  of  a  School 
Director.  Many  directors  took  an  active  part  in  the  "Round  Table" 
discussions.  One  hundred  twenty-five  directors  answered  to  the  roll- 
call. 

Twenty- three  local  institutes  and  educational  meetings  were  held 
during  the  year.  These  meetings  were  well  attended,  and  teachers 
and  patrons  manifested  great  interest  and  hearty  co-operation. 

Parent-teachers'  associations  were  organized  -at  Mount  Union,  Or- 
bisonia,  and  Robertsdale,  and  literary  or  debating  societies  were 
successfully  conducted  in  Porter,  Walker,  Brady,  Jackson  and  Mor- 
ris districts.  Teachers'  monthly  meetings  were  regularly  held  in 
Mount  Union,  Wood,  Jackson,  and  Warriors'  Mark  districts.  Con- 
ferences for  teachers  only  were  held  at  Dudley,  Marklesburg,  and 
Huntingdon. 

Very  successful  high  school  commencement  exercises  were  con- 
ducted at  Spruce  Creek,  Dudley,  McAlevy's  Fort,  Alexandria,  Orbi- 
sonia,  Robertsdale,  Warriors'  Mark,  Petersburg,  Shirleysburg  and 
Mount  Union. 

Two  hundred  forty-five  pupils  of  our  schools  took  the  eighth  grade 
examinations.  Ninety-nine  of  them  passed  on  a  general  average  of 
eighty  per  cent,  and  received  diplomas  for  high  school  entrance.  A 
summary  of  these  examinations  makes  a  better  showing  than  last 
year,  while  a  survey  of  the  papers  clearly  shows  a  decided  weak- 
ness in  the  teaching  of  mathematics  and  English.  There  is  too 
much  aimless  teaching  in  our  schools.  Teachers  must  be  more  thor- 
ough to  do  standard,  effective  work. 

In  conclusion,  we  extend  our  sincere  thanks  to  directors,  teach- 
ers, patrons,  press  and  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  valu- 
able assistance  and  hearty  co-operation  in  the  training  of  our  boys 
and  girls  for  right  living  and  effective  service. 
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INDIANA  COUNTY— James  F.  Chapman. 


The  schools  of  the  county  have  been  uniformly  successful  during 
the  past  year.  The  teachers  are  becoming  more  awakened  to  the 
fact  that  teaching  is  fast  assuming  the  dignity  of  a  profession.  In 
view  of  this  we  are  having  a  better  qualitied  body  of  teachers  each 
year.  Much  of  the  professional  spirit  of  our  teachers  can  be  traced 
to  the  advantages  offered  by  the  summer  terms  in  a  number  of  the 
live  colleges  of  our  State. 

The  work  of  the  teachers  in  conducting  local  institutes,  organiz- 
ing parent-teacher's  associations  and  making  the  school  in  general 
a  greater  center  for  social  activity  has  been  most  gratifying.  Teach- 
ers' local  institutes  have  been  organized  in  almost  every  township  of 
the  county.  These  meetings  in  Indiana  county  are  in  some  particu- 
lars a  teacher-parent-pupils  organization,  since  the  program  is  so 
arranged  as  to  make  each  in  part  responsible  for  its  success.  In 
many  of  the  country  schools  the  building  can  not  accommodate  the 
attendance.  In  some  instances  every  parent  in  the  district  has  been 
present.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  visit  the  schools  in  districts  where  such 
a  spirit  prevails.  Again  to  show  the  professional  pride  of  the  teach- 
ers, a  conference  of  the  teachers  of  limited  experience  was  called  for 
a  two-days  session  during  August.  The  management  expected  from 
seventy-live  to  one  hundred  teachers  to  enroll,  but  instead  three  hun- 
dred of  our  four  hundred  teachers  were  in  attendance,  including  a 
number  having  twenty  or  more  years  of  experience.  The  discus- 
sions at  this  conference  were  of  an  informal  nature,  and  confined 
to  local  school  men  with  the  exception  of  Superintendent  R.  C.  Shaw 
who  gave  us  some  most  excellent  suggestions. 

The  club  work  in  the  country  districts  is  still  growing  in  interest. 
This  includes  corn  growing,  gardening,  and  in  some  few  instances 
sewing  clubs.  In  one  township  where  more  than  one  hundred  pupils 
are  engaged  in  some  form  of  industrial  work,  a  township  fair  has 
been  planned  for  the  schools.  Each  district  is  arranging  a  float  to 
represent  the  school.  These  are  to  meet  at  a  central  point  where 
prizes  are  to  be  awarded  to  the  individuals  making  the  best  show- 
ing. Field  day  exercises  are  also  to  be  a  special  feature  of  the  pro- 
gram. The  interest  in  the  approaching  fair  among  the  school  chil- 
dren is  intense. 

The  need  of  an  assistant  superintendent  is  no  longer  a  conjecture. 
The  increased  efficiency  in  supervision  during  the  past  }rear  I  feel 
has  been   most  marked.     Having  over  four  hundred   teachers,   In- 
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diana  county  has  the  advantage  of  two  assistant  superintendents. 
These  men  devoted  their  time  largely  to  the  country  schools  and 
proved  themselves  of  great  assistance  to  the  young  teachers. 

A  number  of  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year.  The 
largest  of  these  is  the  magnificent  building  at  Blairsville.  This 
building  will  be  occupied  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term.  The  differ- 
ent country  school  buildings  erected  under  the  new  requirements  of 
the  law  present  a  most  attractive  appearance.  While  many  of  the 
buildings  in  our  county  are  not  as  they  should  be,  yet  the  plan, 
as  adopted  by  the  Directors'  Association,  of  painting  the  buildings 
every  third  year  has  done  much  toward  improving  the  general  con- 
ditions of  school  property.  Three  new  high  schools  have  been  or- 
ganized during  the  past  year  and  will  afford  opportunity  to  many 
young  people  to  gain  a  high  school  education. 

The  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  a  real  success.  Almost  every 
teacher  was  enrolled,  and  with  Superintendent  Schaeffer,  Dr.  O.  T. 
Corson,  Superintendent  S.  L.  Shear  and  Superintendent  J.  L.  Allison 
as  instructors,  and  Prof.  Charles  Dobson  in  charge  of  the  music  the 
teachers  certainly  feasted  on  good  things  for  a  week. 

Many  helpful  suggestions  have  been  received  from  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  for  which  we  are  most  grateful. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY— L.  Mavne  Jones. 


Our  school  year  was  started  with  a  four-day  school  of  methods 
which  was  held  at  Brookville  immediately  preceding  the  opening  of 
schools  for  their  year's  work.  Approximately  two  hundred  teach- 
ers were  in  attendance  and  received  definite  and  practical  instruc- 
tion along  lines  which  we  thought  were  most  needed.  The  instruc- 
tors were  Dr.  C.  B.  Robertson  and  Dr.  T.  J.  Kirby,  of  the  University 
of  Pittsburgh;  Prof.  J.  L.  Kelly  and  Miss  Edna  McNeil  of  the  Brook- 
ville public  schools. 

A  number  of  bulletins  and  circular  letters  were  sent  to  the  teach- 
ers during  the  year,  offering  suggestions  in  the  teaching  of  certain 
branches,  especially  reading  and  writing.  Each  teacher  of  the  county 
also  was  sent  circulars  in  regard  to  Community,  or  Country-life  Day, 
Teachers'  Meetings  and  Local  Institutes.  As  a  result  of  the  interest 
thus  aroused  Country-life  Day  was  observed  in  the  following  dis- 
tricts:    Warsaw,  Pine  Creek,  Rose,  Eldred,  Heath,  Clover,  Oliver, 
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McCalmont,  Snyder,  Polk,  and  Union.  There  were  seventy  teachers' 
meetings  and  eighteen  local  institutes  held  in  the  county  during  the 
year. 

The  county  institute  held  at  Brookville  December  13-17  was  un- 
usually satisfactory,  many  teachers,  directors  and  citizens  speaking 
of  it  as  the  most  successful  institute  ever  held  in  the  county.  The 
following  were  the  institute  instructors:  Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon, 
President  of  Winona  College,  Winona,  Tnd.;  Dr.  Charles  Zueblin, 
Publicist,  Boston,  Mass.;  Deputy  State  Superintendent  Reed  B.  Teit- 
rick,  Harrisburg;  and  the  Galbraith  Brothers,  music  and  entertain- 
ment, Brookville.  The  evening  attractions  were  both  highly  enter- 
taining and  instructive. 

The  regular  examinations  were  held  at  various  places  in  the 
county,  and  during  the  year  a  total  of  808  school  visitations  were 
made  by  the  superintendent  and  his  assistant.  297  pupils  passed 
the  high  school  entrance  examinations. 

Statistics  from  our  annual  report  show  the  following  results: 
2301  honor  certificates  in  Reading  were  granted;  there  are  1822  trees 
and  shrubs  on  the  school  grounds,  283  of  which  were  planted  this 
year;  there  are  1100  framed  pictures  in  the  school  rooms,  157  of 
which  were  added  this  year;  the  school  libraries  contain  10,334  vol- 
umes; 7046  patrons  visited  schools,  or  attended  home  and  school 
association  meetings;  $2,095.84  were  raised  for  school  improvements 
by  voluntary  efforts. 

The  report  would  be  far  from  complete  without  an  expression  of 
appreciation  and  thanks  to  teachers,  directors,  citizens,  the  press, 
and  the  State  Department  for  their  co-operation  and  valuable  help 
during  the  year. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY— C.  E.  Kauffman. 


A  review  of  the  work  and  the  perceived  results  achieved  during 
the  school  year,  in  many  respects,  shows  decided  improvement  in 
method  and  thoroughness  of  instruction,  in  general  interest  in  edu- 
cational activities  and  in  the  insistent  demands  for  better  school 
conditions  and  facilities. 

The  rural  school,  however,  is  not  meeting  adequately  the  needs 
of  pupils;  and  as  a  result  little  value  is  attached  to  an  education 
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obtained  through  itsv  agency.  The  instruction  is  not  vitalized  and, 
therefore,  does  not  appeal  to  the  ordinary  boy  and  girl  nor  to  the 
parents  and  guardians  in  far  too  many  instances. 

Financially,  the  rural  school,  in  many  districts  is  a  most  serious 
one.  Less  and  less  aid  is  received  per  capita  from  the  State,  and 
with  consequent  growing  needs  for  more  funds  in  maintaining  cur- 
rent expenses  for  repairs,  for  maintenance  and  conformity  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Health  Department— heating,  sanitation,  etc., 
there  can  be  but  little  hope  of  securing  the  services  of  men  and 
women  to  supply  the  real  needs  for  the  proper  administration  of  an 
elementary  system  of  education,  unless  the  State,  in  her  present 
and  future  interest,  will,  as  she  should,  properly  provide  the  finan- 
cial aid  for  her  wards — the  children.  The  matter  is  not  one  of 
ability. 

Teachers  can  not  be  expected  to  devote  their  lives  unselfishly  to 
the  public  good  without  protection  from  old  age,  etc.,  aside  from  the 
questionable  makeshift  of  a  retirement  pension;  and  without  ade- 
quate pay  for  able,  trained  teachers,  the  wards  of  the  State,  in  many, 
many  districts  will  ask  a  fish  and  receive  a  stone. 

Sincere  efforts  were  made  to  improve  school  organization  and 
create  in  each  school  an  atmosphere  of  inspiration  for  the  real  things 
of  life — ideals  of  true  endeavor  to  achieve  in  terms  of  daily  living 
the  possibilities  inherent  in  every  child. 

The  annual  Teachers'  Institute  proved  a  very  helpful  and  sug- 
gestive means  of  fostering  a  better  professional  spirit  among  the 
teachers  and  quickening  a  deeper  pervasive  interest  in  educational 
matters. 

The  various  sessions  of  the  institute  were  well  attended.  Every 
teacher  in  the  county  was  present.  The  corps  of  instructors  were 
able  and  presented  their  messages — earnest,  timely  and  thoughtful. 
The  following  named  persons  constituted  the  corps: 

Dr.  B.  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  State  Superintendent,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Dr.  C.  D.  Koch,  Chief  High  School  Inspector,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier,  State  Normal,  Millersville,  Pa. 
Dr.  Frank  S.  Fox,  School  Oratory,  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Dr.  Ezra  Lehman,  State  Normal,  Shippensburg,  Pa. 
Prof.  Charles  A.  Dobson,  Musical  Director,  California,  Pa. 

The  annual  Directors'  Convention  convened  in  the  court  house, 
Thursday,  November  IS,  10  a.  m.  Two  sessions  were  held — the  fore- 
noon was  devoted  to  routine  transaction  of  business  and  a  strong, 
stirring  address  by  Deputy  State  Superintendent  K.  B.  Teitrick;  the 
afternoon  session  was  merged  with  the  teachers  in  the  main  audi- 
torium. 
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Local  institutes  were  held  in  all  of  the  districts  of  the  county. 
The  sessions  were  well  attended  by  the  teachers  generally.  The 
people  of  the  several  localities  showed  by  their  attendance  the  in- 
terest in  educational  affairs.  Sessions  of  the  institutes  began  on 
Friday  evening,  consisting  of  music,  recitations,  declamations  and 
one  or  more  formal  addresses  on  pertinent  topics.  The  Saturday 
morning  sessions  were  devoted  to  the  problems  of  the  school  room 
and  discussions  pertaining  to  ways  and  means  of  greater  efficiency. 
The  afternoon  and  evening  sessions  were  more  general  in  their  char- 
acter, combined  with  entertainment  and  instruction.  The  special 
feature  of  the  Saturday  evening  session  is  a  lecture  by  imported 
talent  of  ability  and  reputation. 

Conferences  were  held  in  a  number  of  districts,  by  the  directors, 
teachers  and  superintendent  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  and  solv- 
ing local  school  conditions  in  the  interest  of  effecting  greater  ef- 
ficiency and  cementing  a  more  sympathetic  co-operation  in  the  suc- 
cessful administration  of  schools.  These  meetings  have  been  helpful 
and  stimulating. 

Purposes  and  plans  for  the  ensuing  school  year  embrace  a  better 
enforcement  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law,  better  organization 
and  classification  of  the  schools,  vitalization  of  instruction  and  ac- 
cordance with  local  environment  and  needs  of  the  pupils,  stand- 
ardization of  schools  in  conformity  to  the  report  to  the  Board  of 
Education,  sanitary  conditions  and  agitation  pertaining  to  the  coun- 
try life  movement. 

Sincere  acknowledgment  is  hereby  made  to  earnest,  loyal,  con- 
scientious teachers  of  the  county  for  their  aid,  courtesy  and  counsel 
in  serving  the  interest  of  the  boys  and  girls,  as  well  as  to  the  direc- 
tors who  have  unselfishly  and  wisely  devoted  their  time  and  energy 
for  the  welfare  of  the  communities  they  serve.  Appreciation  is  ex- 
pressed to  the  press  for  sympathetic  help  and  encouragement  and  to 
all  who  have  the  welfare  of  the  schools  at  heart. 

The  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction  has  rendered  helpful 
service,  courtesy  and  valuable  counsel — which  is  acknowledged  and 
sincerely  appreciated. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY— J.  C.  Taylor. 


During  this  year  health  and  attendance  were  better  than  usual. 
In  only  a  few  cases  were  schools  closed  on  account  of  contagious 
diseases.     Discipline  and  instruction  were  satisfactorv  in  all  but 
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five  schools.    In  two  of  these  cases,  the  difficulty  arose  from  putting 
two  schools  into  one  room. 

Early  in  July  the  county  commissioners  granted  me  a  stenogra- 
pher, and  Miss  Mary  Miskell,  a  graduate  of  the  Commercial  Insti- 
tute, was  appointed.  This  aid  has  long  been  needed,  and  Miss  Mis- 
kell's  work  has  been  very  helpful.  On  July  9,  I  nominated,  as  as- 
sistant county  superintendent,  Miss  Eunice  V.  Hall,  of  Chinchilla, 
and  she  was  unanimously  elected  by  the  officers  of  the  Directors'  As- 
sociation. She  was  commissioned  and  began  her  work  August  2, 
1915.  Miss  Hall  is  a  graduate  of  Bucknell  University,  and  has  had 
six  years'  experience  in  teaching.  When  nominated  she  was  serving 
as  principal  of  Waverly  high  school.  She  is  industrious  and  accu- 
rate in  her  work,  and  has  made  many  friends  among  the  teachers 
and  school  directors.  With  such  loyal  and  energetic  helpers  as  Miss 
Hall  and  Miss  Miskell,  I  feel  that  this  office  will  be  able  to  give 
much  more  efficient  supervision  than  before  to  the  schools  under  our 
direction. 

Summer  Schools. 
While  a  considerable  number  of  our  teachers  went  to  State  Col- 
lege, Columbia  University,  and  other  institutions  of  learning,  enough 
remained  to  warrant  a  home  summer  school.  This  was  held  by  Prof. 
J.  N.  Smoot  in  the  rooms  of  the  Commercial  Institute  in  Scranton. 
One  hundred  and  two  teachers  and  students  were  enrolled.  The 
central  feature  of  this  school  was  the  Palmer  Method  of  Penman- 
ship, taught  by  Miss  Alys  Carmody  of  the  Palmer  Company.  Com- 
mon and  advanced  branches  were  taught  by  Prof.  Smoot,  Prof.  W. 
L.  Rogers,  and  Miss  Madigan.    The  school  was  a  great  success. 

Examinations  and  Certificates. 
Examinations  were  held  in  June  and  August.     Twenty-one  pro- 
visional  certificates   were   granted;   two   of   these  for   continuation 
schools.     Eight  new  professional   certificates   were  issued,   and   10 
professionals  were  renewed. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute. 
The  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Scranton  during  the 
week  beginning  on  Monday,  August  30,  1915.  The  instructors  were 
Dr.  Edward  Howard  Griggs,  Dr.  S.  Y.  Gillan,  Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp,  Dr. 
Charles  Lose,  Prof.  S.  E.  Bartow;  and  Prof.  John  T.  Watkins.  The 
subjects  discussed  were:  Education  and  Life,  Education  and  Democ- 
racy, Arithmetic,  Geography,  Pedagogy,  Penmanship,  and  Vocal  Mu- 
sic. The  total  enrollment  was  510  teachers;  the  average  attendance 
was  512  teachers.  In  the  resolutions  adopted  and  in  the  daily  papers 
the  institute  was  declared  a  success. 
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Consolidation  of  Schools. 
In  the  spring  petitions  were  circulated  in  Newton  and  Benton 
townships  asking  the  school  boards  to  consolidate  the  schools  and 
to  erect  high  school  buildings.  These  petitions  were  signed  by  about 
two-thirds  of  the  taxpayers.  In  Newton  the  Board  regarded  the 
petition  as  a  command  from  the  taxpayers,  and  proceeded  without 
delay  to  erect  a  four-room  high  school  building,  in  which  a  high 
school  was  opened  on  October  18,  1915.  The  school  has  been  a  de- 
cided success.  The  members  of  this  progressive  Board  are  Dr.  W.  H. 
Newman,  Charles  Kresge,  W.  E.  LaRue,  B.  F.  Reed  and  Paul  Aten. 
The  first  principal  of  the  Newton  high  school  is  F.  A.  Whitlock.  In 
Benton  township,  where  conditions  are  similar,  a  motion  to  consoli- 
date was  laid  on  the  table.  But  consolidation  and  rural  high  schools 
are  being  considered  by  several  districts.  This  great  blessing  to 
children  in  rural  schools  can  not  be  delayed  long. 

Directors'  Association. 
The  twenty-third  annual  meeting  of  the  Lackawanna  County  Di- 
rectors' Association  was  held  in  the  court  house  on  Thursday,  De- 
cember 16,  1915.  Speakers  from  abroad  were  Dr.  Francis  H.  Green, 
of  West  Chester  and  Prof.  D.  R.  Augsburg,  of  Chicago.  Dr.  Green 
spoke  on  Qualities  of  a  Good  Director  and  Questions  for  a  Director's 
Consideration.  Prof.  Augsburg  spoke  on  Drawing,  illustrating  his 
talk  on  the  blackboard.  Other  speakers  were  President  E.  B.  Rogers 
and  Superintendent  J.  C.  Taylor.  About  125  school  directors  at- 
tended. Order  and  attention  were  excellent.  Officers  elected  for  the 
next  year  are:  President,  E.  B.  Rogers;  vice-presidents,  F.  M.  Francis 
and  Charles  Beers;  secretary,  W.  H.  Widdowfield;  treasurer,  Daniel 
Peck. 

Educational   Meetings. 

At  the  County  Institute  a  "teachers'  reading  course"  was  adopted, 
including  Bagley's  "School  Discipline,"  and  Kern's  "Among  Country 
Schools,"  and  "The  Pathfinder."  This  reading  course  was  made  the 
basis  of  work  in  monthly  meetings  in  nearly  all  large  districts. 

In  addition  to  meetings  above  mentioned,  I  visited  an  exhibit  in 
Scranton  showing  necessity  of  special  training  for  the  feeble  minded, 
a  meeting  of  the  teachers  of  English  at  Carbondale,  and  a  meeting 
of  the  Mechanic  Arts  Association  at  Wilkes-Bnrre.  I  also  attended 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion, held  in  Scranton,  December  28,  29,  and  30.  A  majority  of  our 
teachers  enrolled  and  many  of  them  were  present.  On  June  3,  1916, 
a  meeting  of  the  Eastern  Palmer  Penmanship  Association  was  held 
in  Scranton.     Although  the  weather  was  very  bad,  nearly  500  teach- 
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ers  were  present.  Among  the  speakers  were  Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris,  Gov- 
ernor of  Michigan;  A.  N.  Palmer,  Dr.  Charles  F.  Hoban,  Superin- 
tendent of  Dunmore  Schools;  J.  H.  Seeley,  Principal  of  Scranton 
Business  College;  Dr.  S.  E.  Weber,  Superintendent  of  Scranton 
Schools;  Miss  Alys  Carmody,  Demonstrator  of  the  Palmer  method, 
and  J.  C.  Taylor.  This  meeting  marked  a  step  in  advance  in  pen- 
manship in  Pennsylvania  schools. 

Final  Examination. 

The  final  examination  of  pupils  in  the  eighth  grade  was  held  on 
Saturday,  May  13,  1916.  This  examination  was  taken  by  85  stu- 
dents in  rural  schools  and  by  196  pupils  in  graded  schools.  Of  these 
61  in  rural  schools  (72%)  and  154  in  graded  schools  (80%)  were 
successful.  Those  in  graded  schools  made  higher  marks  on  account 
of  the  longer  term,  the  advantages  due  to  grading,  and  having  ex- 
perienced teachers. 

The  conclusion  is  that  the  minimum  school  term  should  be  ex- 
tended to  eight  months,  and  the  compulsory  attendance  law  should 
be  revised.  If  the  attendance  law  provided  for  a  forfeiture  of  a 
part  of  the  State  appropriation  in  proportion  to  the  time  lost  by  all 
the  pupils  enumerated  in  the  district,  it  would  be,  in  a  measure,  au- 
tomatic; for  all  the  taxpayers  want  as  large  an  appropriation  as 
possible.  If,  in  addition,  the  State  would  offer  a  bonus  to  dis- 
tricts in  which  all  children  were  in  school,  and  where  the  percent- 
age of  attendance  should  run  above  a  certain  specified  high  mark,  it 
would  do  more  than  the  present  coercive  measures  have  ever  done;  for 
it  would  ran.Gje  three-fourths  of  the  taxpayers  on  the  side  of  regular  at- 
tendance. The  difficult  art  of  law  making  is,  in  some  cases,  really 
very  simple;  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  make  a  law  such  that  a  ma- 
jority of  taxpayers  will  be  benefited  by  its  enforcement,  and  this 
majority  will  take  care  of  the  minority. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY— Daniel  Fleisher. 


The  directors  and  the  people  of  this  county  are  taking  a  new  in- 
terest in  the  schools.  This  awakening  finds  expression  in  the  erec- 
tion of  new  modern  buildings,  and  in  the  remodeling  and  beautifying 
of  the  old. 
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New  Buildings. 

At  Mt.  Airy  in  Clay  township  a  neat  and  inviting  building  that 
conforms  with  sanitary  requirements  was  erected.  Earl  township 
also  built  a  new  one-room  house  tha4  makes  an  attractive  appear- 
ance. In  Colerain  township  the  board  found  it  necessary  to  make 
better  provision  for  the  growing  high  school  of  the  district.  On  a 
plot  covering  three  acres  a  two-room  building  Avas  placed.  Man- 
heim  township  enlarged  the  school  grounds  at  Eden  and  placed  there- 
on a  very  creditable  two-room  building. 

Quarryville  borough  took  an  advanced  step  in  the  erection  of  its 
fine  new  building.  It  is  a  one-story  building  with  a  basement  that 
can  be  used  for  manual  training  and  domestic  science  purposes.  A 
complete  gymnasium  with  shower  baths  has  been  fitted  up  in  the 
building.  By  this  arrangement  of  the  rooms  on  one  floor  the  climb- 
ing of  stairs  is  avoided.  The  building  stands  on  elevated  ground  and 
nearly  three  acres  belong  to  the  school  property. 

Mount  Joy  borough  added  a  wing  to  the  old  building.  In  the 
new  part  there  is  found  the  high  school  department  and  two  grade 
rooms.  A  well  equipped  gymnasium  is  in  the  basement.  At  Roth- 
ville  the  Warwick  Board  made  extensive  additions  to  the  former 
building  to  provide  for  the  increased  number  of  pupils.  An  audi- 
torium suitable  for  holding  public  exercises  is  now  a  part  of  this 
building.  A  wing  for  recitation  purposes  was  added  to  the  high 
school  building  at  Paradise  township. 

In  the  erection  and  in  the  remodeling  of  the  buildings  mentioned 
good  taste  was  shown.  The  Quarryville  building  is  one  of  the  best 
and  most  beautiful  in  its  class.  At  the  dedication  of  this  house  a 
large  audience  was  present  to  hear  the  address  given  by  Governor 
Brumbaugh. 

Vocational  Schools. 
We  have  but  one  vocational  school.  The  people  in  West  Lampeter 
township  have  always  been  leaders  in  educational  affairs.  So  popu- 
lar and  successful  has  been  their  high  school  with  its  agricultural 
department  that  the  Board  has  been  compelled  to  enlarge  the  build- 
ing erected  only  a  few  years  ago.  A  teacher  has  been  selected  to 
take  charge  of  the  department  of  domestic  art  that  will  be  estab- 
lished next  term. 

Consolidation. 
Except  to  a  limited  extent  consolidation  has  not  been  attempted. 
Salisbury  township  has  erected  a  fine  large  building  at  the  Cap, 
and  six  of  the  schools  in  that  locality  will  be  closed  and  the  pupils 
transferred  to  the  new  building.  The  experiment  will  be  watched 
with  much  interest  by  the  school  people  of  the  county. 
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Salaries  and  Teachers. 

It  is  a  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  is  a  general  ten- 
dency among  the  teachers  to  gain  a  higher  degree  of  scholarship,  and 
to  advance  themselves  along  professional  lines.  The  number  of 
teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  is  growing  less  each  year. 
Many  of  our  teachers  attend  the  summer  schools  held  at  the  various 
colleges  and  normal  schools.  The  school  at  our  own  normal  school 
gives  the  teachers  of  the  county  a  special  advantage. 

Last  August  the  superintendent  conducted  a  special  school  of 
methods  for  inexperienced  teachers.  The  sessions  were  held  at  the 
Millersville  Normal  and  members  of  the  faculty  gave  instruction  in 
Methods.  This  was  a  profitable  week  for  those  who  had  no  normal 
training.  Many  teachers  of  experience  also  were  present  during  the 
week. 

I  am  able  to  report  that  a  number  of  districts  have  increased  the 
salaries  and  in  some  cases  the  length  of  the  term  has  been  increased. 
In  general  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  are  entirely  too  low  to  make 
the  profession  inviting. 

The  Assistants. 
The  efficient  work  done  by  the  three  assistants  was  greatly  ap- 
preciated by  the  teachers.  Some  of  the  inexperienced  teachers  re- 
ceived four  and  five  visits  during  the  term.  The  assistants  were 
faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  and  the  close  supervision 
was  helpful. 

Visits  by  the  Superintendent. 
By   careful   planning  and   persistent  effort     the     superintendent 
again  was  able  to  see  the  653  teachers  of  the  county.    A  few  received 
a  second  call. 

County  Institute. 
A  very  successful  session  of  the  institute  was  held  in  November. 
By  dividing  the  institutes  into  two  bodies  we  were  able  to  accom- 
modate 2600  people,  but  many  desiring  admission  had  to  be  turned 
away.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  E.  B.  Bryan,  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Miss 
Cora  Mel  Patten,  Hon.  S.  D.  Fess,  and  Hon.  Henry  Houck. 

Other  Agencies. 
The  press  of  the  county  has  been  most  loyal  in  the  support  of  the 
schools.  To  the  faithful  and  full  reports  of  the  conditions  existing 
throughout  the  count}'  is  due  the  general  interest  now  found  in  many 
of  the  districts.  Too  much  credit  can  not  be  given  to  this  great  edu- 
cational force  of  the  county. 
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LAWRENCE  COUNTY— R.  G.  LESLIE. 


Assuming  the  duties  of  this  office  so  late  in  the  school  year  as 
February  will  naturally  cause  this  report  to  be  brief.  I  have  found 
the  schools  of  Lawrence  county  to  be  well  organized  and  the  teach- 
ers in  most  cases  doing  effective  work.  My  predecessor,  W.  Lee  Gil- 
more,  who  resigned  to  take  charge  of  the  Oakmont  Schools,  had,  dur- 
ing the  nine  years  he  was  superintendent  of  this  county,  brought  its 
schools  to  a  high  degree  of  efficiency.  Prof.  T.  E.  Shields,  of  New 
Bedford,  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  assistant  superintendent.  His 
work  shows  him  eminently  well  qualified  for  the  position. 

Corn  and  potato  contests  were  successfully  conducted  in  different 
districts.  For  the  first  time  county  corn  and  potato  contests  were 
conducted  by  the  superintendent.  There  were  many  contestants  and 
much  interest  in  corn  and  potato  growing  was  aroused.  The  Law- 
rence Savings  &  Trust  Company  and  the  firm  of  Cooper  &  Butler 
each  contributed  seventy-five  dollars  ($75.00)  in  gold  toward  these 
contests,  which  was  distributed  in  prizes. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-four  pupils  completed  the  work  of  the 
eighth  grade.  Nearly  all  of  these  will  enter  high  school  next  year. 
Because  of  a  serious  epidemic  of  measles,  Bessemer  borough  was  com- 
pelled to  close  its  schools  for  one  month.  The  Hillsville  schools 
were  closed  for  a  short  time  for  the  same  reason. 

The  thirteenth  annual  convention  of  the  School  Directors  of  Law- 
rence county  was  held  at  the  court  house,  New  Castle,  Pa..  Friday 
and  Saturday,  December  10th  and  11th,  1915.  The  convention  was 
well  attended  and  the  program  one  of  unusual  interest.  On  Satur- 
day many  of  the  teachers  were  in  attendance.  The  instructors  were 
Dr.  Raymond  W.  Sies.  of  University  of  Pittsburgh ;  Superintendent 

E.  M.  Rapp,  of  Berks  county,  and  Prof.  J.  A.  Shott,  of  Westminster 
College. 

The  sixty  third  annual  session  of  the  Lawrence  County  Teachers'  In- 
stitute was  held  in  the  high  school  building,  New  Castle,  Pennsyl- 
vania.  September  sixth  to  tenth,   1915.     The  instructors  were  Dr. 

F.  G.  Blair,  Superintendent  Public  Instruction,  Illinois:  Dr.  C.  0. 
Ellis,  Department  of  Pedagogy,  Juniata  College;  Dr.  J.  L.  Meriam, 
Department  of  Elementary  Education,  University  of  Missouri;  Dr. 
C.  B.  Robertson,  Department  of  Secondary  Education,  University  of 
Pittsburgh  :  Superintendent  Robert  C.  Shaw,  Westmoreland  county, 
member  of  State  Board  of  Education ;  Mr.  C.  Herbert  Martin,  mu- 
sical director.  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania,  and  The  Gamble  Concert 
Company,  soloists  and  entertainers. 
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LEBANON  COUNTY— John  W.  Snoke. 


Another  school  year  with  its  triumphs  and  failures  has  been  com- 
pleted. Taking  a  restrospective  view  and  carefully  reviewing  the 
past  year,  we  find  much  for  encouragement  and  comparatively  little 
for  discouragement.  In  many  respects  the  highest  expectations  of 
the  most  sanguine  have  been  fully  realized.  Our  directors  have  con- 
tinued to  be  earnestly  devoted  to  their  arduous  tasks,  the  teachers 
with  very  few  exceptions,  have  done  their  work  faithfully  and  the 
patrons  in  almost  every  instance  have  co-operated  with  the  superin- 
tendent, the  directors  and  the  teachers  to  fulfill  the  true  mission  of 
our  public  schools. 

Our  statistical  report  shows  that  there  were  twenty-four  (24) 
teachers  employed  who  have  had  no  previous  experience,  sixty-nine 
(09)  who  hold  provisional  certificates,  thirty  (30)  who  hold  pro- 
fessional certificates,  fifty-seven  (57)  who  hold  county  permanent 
certificates,  three  (3)  who  hold  new  permanent  State  certificates, 
eighty-three  (83)  who  have  graduated  at  a  State  Normal  School, 
fourteen  (14)  who  hold  provisional  college  certificates,  and  eight  (8) 
who  hold  permanent  college  certificates.  Of  the  twenty-four  (24) 
who  have  had  no  previous  experience  ten  (10)  are  graduates  of  State 
Normal  Schools. 

The  teachers  of  Lebanon  county  are  thoroughly  conscious  of  the 
demands  of  the  present  time  and  are  earnestly  striving  to  advance 
in  scholarship,  in  professional  knowledge,  in  better  methods  and 
principles  of  scientific  teaching  and  in  the  knowledge  of  child  de- 
velopment. Few  of  our  teachers  are  satisfied  with  their  attainments 
and  equipment.  At  least  fifty  (50)  of  them  attended  summer  schools. 
The  institutions  mainly  represented  are  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Columbia  University,  Pennsylvania  State  College  and  the 
Millersville  State  Normal  School. 

When  one  realizes  that  the  teachers  are  underpaid  servants,  and 
they  are  employed  and  paid  for  only  seven,  eight  or  nine  months  of 
the  year,  and  are  spending  their  hard-earned  money  for  this  pro- 
fessional improvement,  one  must  conclude  that  our  teachers  are  a 
body  of  noble-spirited  men  and  women,  most  earnestly  devoted  to 
their  noble  calling.  I  am  glad  to  report  in  this  connection  that  the 
directors  in  the  majority  of  our  districts  have  increased  the  salaries 
of  our  teachers,  thus  encouraging  them  to  equip  themselves  better 
for  meeting  the  growing  demands  of  our  public  schools. 

The  new  buildings  in  Palmyra  and  Myerstown,  in  course  of  erec- 
tion last  year,  have  been  completed  and  occupied  during  the  current 
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school  year.  These  two  buildings  are  the  finest  in  the  county  and 
are  deserving  of  special  mention  in  this  report.  The  one  in  Palmyra 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $89,000,  including  cost  of  the  site  and  equip- 
ment, on  a  five-acre  plot.  It  is  built  of  red  Gettysburg  brick  with 
Hummelstown  brownstone  trimmings.  It  contains  a  high  school  audi- 
torium, three  high  school  recitation  rooms,  two  rooms  fully  equipped 
for  physical  and  chemical  laboratory  work,  respectively,  a  room 
equipped  for  a  department  of  agriculture,  fifteen  (15)  regular  school 
rooms,  a  room  for  a  library,  a  principal's  room  and  a  directors'  room. 
There  are  toilets  on  both  the  first  and  the  second  floors. 

The  building  in  Myerstown  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  |71,000,  in- 
cluding cost  of  site  and  equipment,  on  a  three-acre  plot.  It  is  built 
of  Vermont  marble  and  is  the  most  imposing  school  building  in  ap- 
pearance in  our  county.  In  the  erection  of  this  structure  the  idea  of 
the  school  building  as  a  centre  for  social  and  general  community  ac- 
tivities was  emphasized.  It  contains  an  auditorium,  having  the  full 
height  of  the  building,  furnished  with  seven  hundred  (700)  opera 
chairs  with  a  balcony  and  a  large  stage  for  three  hundred  portable 
chairs,  and  will  thus  seat  one  thousand  (1000)  people.  Besides  this  fine 
auditorium  it  contains  a  high  school  room,  eight  regular  school  rooms, 
two  of  which  are  fully  equipped  as  physical  and  chemical  labora- 
tories, respectively,  a  room  for  a  library,  a  principal's  room,  and  a 
directors'  room.  There  is  a  basement  in  this  building  in  which  there 
is  a  large  gymnasium  and  a  room  for  hot  and  cold  water  baths.  These 
buildings  are  thoroughly  modern  in  all  respects  relative  to  lighting, 
heating,  ventilation,  safety,  health  fulness,  comfort  and  convenience 
and  cast  creditable  reflection  upon  the  communities  and  the  direc- 
tors who  erected  them.  The  one  in  Jackson  district  is  a  substantial 
brick  building  containing  a  commodious  school  room,  a  vestibule 
and  two  cloak  rooms.  It  is  a  thoroughly  modern  one-room  rural 
school  building. 

The  building  in  Palmyra  was  dedicated  with  imposing  ceremonies 
on  October  12th,  1915.  Nearly  one-half  of  the  schools  in  the  county 
were  closed  in  honor  of  the  event  and  thousands  of  citizens,  teach- 
ers, directors  and  school  children  were  in  attendance.  Inspiring 
addresses  were  delivered  by  Hon.  51.  B.  Brumbaugh,  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania;  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  -T.  George  Becht,  Secretary  of 
the  State  Board  of  Education;  Mr.  William  J.  Noll  and  Hon.  Gabriel 
H.  Moyer,  who  had  charge  of  the  program. 

The  Governor  of  our  State  and  the  members  of  our  recent  Legis- 
lature are  to  be  congratulated  and  highly  commended  for  making 
the  necessary  appropriations  for  the  paying  of  assistant  county 
superintendents,  thus  giving  our  schools  and  more  especially  our 
rural  schools,  the  benefit  of  closer  supervision.  Prof.  Harry  C.  Moyer, 
our  assistant   county  superintendent,  did  most  faithful   work  and 
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our  schools  are  sure  to  become  more  efficient  in  consequence  of  his 
earnest  labors. 

With  very  few  exceptions  our  schools  were  visited  five  times  by 
the  superintendents.  In  connection  with  the  general  work  done  dur- 
ing these  visits  there  were  many  tests  made  in  the  various  branches, 
especially  in  spelling,  arithmetic  and  English.  In  most  instances 
the  results  of  these  tests  were  highly  satisfactory.  The  truest  test 
of  efficient  teaching,  next  to  building  character,  is  a  complete  mastery 
of  the  school  branches,  and  in  my  opinion  one  of  the  functions  of  the 
superintendent  is  to  ascertain  how  thoroughly  these  branches  are 
mastered. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  at  Lebanon,  October  lSth- 
22nd,  1915.  Every  teacher  in  the  county  was  in  attendance  during 
every  session  of  the  institute.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Reuben 
Post  Halleck  and  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Prof.  J.  W.  Yocler  had  charge  of 
the  music.  On  Wednesday  evening  Dr.  Edward  Amherst  Ott  de- 
livered a  most  inspiring  lecture  on  "Sour  Grapes,"  on  Thursday 
evening  the  Weber  Male  Quartette  gave  a  fine  concert. 

The  Directors'  Association  convened  at  Lebanon  on  December  11th 
and  12th,  1915.  The  attendance  was  nearly  perfect,  many  of  the 
districts  having  all  the  directors  present.  One  of  the  most  inter- 
esting features  of  the  first  day's  program  was  a  report  of  the  State 
Directors'  Convention,  very  ably  given  by  Rev.  D.  IT.  Wolff,  D.  D.,  a 
director  from  Myerstown.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  C.  A.  Albert, 
Bloomsburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  Harold  W.  Foffht,  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
Superintendent  Lee  L.  Driver,  Richmond,  Tnd.  All  these  men  gave 
the  most  practical  and  the  very  best  instruction. 

I  again  desire  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  for  their  wise  counsel,  to  the  press  of  the  county 
for  its  influence  and  support,  to  the  teachers  and  the  directors  for 
their  loyalty  and  faithful  co-operation  and  to  all  those  who  have 
in  anv  way  contributed  to  the  cause  of  public  education. 


LEHTOH  COUNTY— Alvin  Rupp. 


We  have  no  unusual  conditions  to  report  for  the  schools  of  Lehigh 
county  for  the  year  which  has  just  closed.  They  made  the  usual 
amount  of  progress  under  the  conditions  which  existed  in  the  various 
school  districts. 

In  a  number  of  districts  there  were  severe  epidemics  which  greatly 
interfered  with  the  attendance  and  thus  hindered  the  progress  of  the 
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schools  very  materially.  In  fact,  many  of  the  schools  were  tempor- 
arily closed  while  others  were  kept  open  with  a  very  reduced  attend- 
ance. 

The  various  forces  intended  to  improve  the  schools1  were  at  work 
during  the  term  and  added  materially  to  their  improvement.  We  had 
five  vocational  schools  open  as  follows:  Catasauqua,  Slatington, 
Whitehall,  Emails  and  Fountain  Hill.  These  were  started  after  the 
first  of  the  year  and  kept  open  until  the  end  of  the  term. 

The  attendance  at  these  schools  was  very  regular  at  first  and  the 
application  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  was  very  excellent,  but  after 
the  second  or  third  month  they  became  irregular  and  in  some  cases 
quite  indifferent.  While  one  day  a  week  at  school  seems  better  than 
no  school  at  all,  yet  it  is  far  from  being  satisfactory.  It  seems  to 
me  that  some  plan  should  be  devised  through  which  better  results 
could  be  attained. 

Three  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year  and  occupied 
for  the  first  time  at  the  opening  of  the  last  term.  In  Upper  Milford  a 
one-room  building  was  erected  at  Koch's  in  the  western  part  of  the 
township.  At  Trexlertown,  in  Upper  Macungie  township,  a  one-room 
building  was  erected  to  accommodate  the  increased  population.  In 
the  borough  of  Emaus  an  eight-room  building  was  finished  and  oc- 
cupied for  the  first  time  at  the  opening  of  the  term.  These  buildings 
are  all  of  the  modern  type  of  school  architecture,  all  with  single 
desks. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  the  usual  number  of  township  examina- 
tions were  held  for  township  graduation  and  entrance  into  the  high 
schools  of  the  county.  About  one  hundred  and  seventy  five  presented 
themselves  for  the  examination  but  only  about  one  hundred  of  them 
managed  to  pass  the  ordeal. 

The  County  Institute  was  attended  by  every  teacher  of  the  county 
and  the  results  were  most  excellent.  Inspiring  instruction  was  given 
by  Prof.  F.  S.  Fox,  Dr.  A.  0.  Thompson,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  and 
Prof.  L.  H.  Dennis.  One  of  the  notable  features  of  the  institute  was 
an  excellent  exhibition  of  the  work  of  the  different  schools.  For  lack 
of  space.it  was  impossible  to  make  the  exhibition  as  large  as  desir- 
able, but  the  desired  results  were  attained. 

One  great  drawback  in  our  county  is  that  the  salary  paid  for  teach- 
ing is  not  high  enough  to  hold  our  first-class  teachers.  In  all  but  one 
or  two  of  our  districts  the  salary  is  above  the  minimum  salary  speci- 
fied by  the  law,  but  even  then  it  is  not  high  enough  to  hold  our  good 
teachers  from  year  to  year.  We  are  getting  too  many  new  teachers 
each  year,  and  until  the  directors  can  make  up  their  minds  that  the 
good  teachers  are  worth  more  money,  we  cannot  expect  the  work  to 
become  as  efficient  as  it  should  be. 
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During  the  term  we  employed  only  twenty-five  teachers  holding 
provisional  certificates,  but  even  then  had  to  fill  many  of  our  schools 
with  teachers  who  had  just  completed  their  Normal  school  course. 
No  experienced  teacher  doing  first  class  work  should  be  paid  less 
than  seventy-five  dollars  per  month  because  living  expenses  are  too 
high.  The  one  great  object  of  our  directors  should  be  to  retain  our 
good  teachers  under  any  circumstances  regardless  of  the  price  which 
they  must  pay. 

Our  Assistant  Superintendent,  Prof.  M.  J.  Wertman,  gave  us  ex- 
cellent assistance  during  the  year.  He  made  four  hundred  and  twenty 
visits,  visiting  every  school  once  and  quite  a  number  a  second  time. 
He  also  assisted  in  conducting  the  examinations  and  the  local  insti- 
tutes. The  schools  this  year  received  about  twice  as  much  attention 
as  I  was  able  to  give  them  alone,  and  I  believe  that  the  results  even- 
tually will  be  much  the  better  for  it 


LUZERNE  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Hopper. 


In  accordance  with  requirements  I  hereby  report  in  a  general  way 
some  of  the  work  done  in  the  public  schools  under  my  jurisdiction  for 
the  year  1915-16.  Much  enthusiasm  has  been  displayed  by  all  the 
educational  factors  and  telling  results  have  been  accomplished. 

The  question  of  closer  supervision  has  been  well  met  by  my  four 
able  assistants  who  have  been  very  active  and  conscientious  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  them.  They  visited  the  schools  as 
often  as  possible  and  assisted  the  teachers  materially  by  way  of  sug- 
gestions along  the  lines  of  discipline,  gradation,  classification  and 
school  room  sanitation.  They  also  attend  many  school  board  meet- 
ings throughout  the  County  and  furnished  valuable  assistance  to  the 
directors. 

During  the  year  the  teachers  read  for  personal  improvement  "The 
Training  of  Children,"  by  Dinsmore,  "Current  Activities  and  Influ- 
ences in  Education,"  by  Garber  and  "Conflicting  Principles  in  Teach- 
ing," by  McMurry.  These  books  were  discussed  by  teachers  in  their 
district  meetings  and  this,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  the  County 
Superintendent  based  his  examination  in  methods  of  teaching  upon 
them,  aroused  a  helpful  interest  in  their  perusal.  Many  of  the 
teachers  attended  summer  schools  and  pursued  courses  in  the  sub- 
jects they  are  to  teach  the  coming  term. 
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The  work  done  by  the  classes  in  the  vocational  evening  schools  was 
very  satisfactory.  The  districts  that  have  established  these  schools 
will  continue  them  next  year  and  many  more  have  caught  the  spirit 
and  will  fall  in  line.  Vacation  schools  were  carried  on  in  some  dis- 
tricts with  marked  success.  The  work  in  the  continuation  schools 
was  done  as  well  as  could  be  expected  for  the  first  year  and  when  the 
districts  become  better  acquainted  with  the  requirements  the  work 
will  undoubtedly  move  along  satisfactorily. 

Many  districts  are  building  or  contemplate  building  during  the 
coming  term.  Included  in  these  are  Ashley,  Avoca,  Butler,  Dallas 
Boro.,  Dorranceton,  Duryea,  Exeter  Boro.,  Forty  Fort,  Hanover,  Jen- 
kins, Kingston  Boro.,  Laurel  Bun,  Lehman,  Luzerne,  Tarsons,  Plains, 
Plymouth  Twp.,  West  Hazleton  and  Wilkes-Barre  Twp. 

The  County  institute  was  held  in  Irem  Temple,  Wilkes-Barre,  dur- 
ing the  week  beginning  Monday,  October  25th.  There  were  1,207 
teachers  enrolled.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Frank  L.  Fox,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  Dr.  M.  V.  O'Skea,  Madison,  Wis.,  Dr.  Bichard  Edwin  Lee,  Mead- 
ville,  Pa.,  Dr.  Charles  E.  Varney,  Paw  Paw,  Mich.,  Supt.  B.  F.  Stan- 
ton, Alliance,  Ohio.  The  music  was  in  charge  of  Prof.  Bobt.  J.  Mc- 
Dowell, of  Pittsburg.  The  week  was  a  most  profitable  one  and  many 
practical  suggestions  were  carried  out  by  the  teachers  in  their  school 
work. 

The  Luzerne  County  School  Directors  Association  met  in  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Jan.  20th,  1916.  Talks  were  given  by  Mr.  Paul  N.  Furman, 
Harrisburg,  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Straughn,  Mansfield,  Prof.  John  D.  Mahoney, 
Philadelphia  and  Henry  A.  Gordon,  Esq.,  Dorranceton.  The  meeting 
was  well  attended  and  the  interest  was  keen. 

During  the  year  I  made  1,093  visits,  a  record  unsurpassed  in  this 
County.  Most  of  the  teachers  in  the  rural  districts  followed  the  State 
Course  of  Study  and  found  it  very  helpful.  I  found  the  teachers, 
without  exception,  very  faithful  and  they  manifested  a  desire  to  do 
the  very  best  work.  Suggestions  offered  by  the  County  Superintend- 
ent and  his  assistants  were  received  and  acted  upon  in  the  proper 
spirit. 

The  Department  of  Public  Instruction  has  been  very  helpful  to  me 
in  many  ways,  for  which  I  extend  my  warmest  thanks.  The  school 
directors,  patrons,  teachers  and  pupils  have  been  courteous  and  loyal, 
and  the  public  press  has  been  unbiased  in  their  treatment  of  educa- 
tional affairs,  for  all  of  which  I  am  duly  grateful. 
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LYCOMING  COUNTY— G.  B.  Milnor. 


Interest  and  cooperation  in  the  work  of  the  schools  on  the  part  of 
teachers,  directors  and  the  general  public  was  apparent  throughout 
the  year  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  parent-teacher  and  educa- 
tional meetings,  patrons'  visits  and  social  activities  throughout  the 
county  over  that  of  the  previous  term  was  noted. 

Social  Activities — Much  credit  is  due  the  teachers  and  pupils  and 
the  various  organizations  of  parents  and  teachers  throughout  the 
county  in  raising  funds  for  exterior  and  interior  improvement.  By 
means  of  socials  and  entertainment  $3,475.36  was  raised  and  expended 
for  pictures,  libraries,  school  decorations,  playground  apparatus  and 
other  useful  equipment.    The  number  of  library  books  added  was  771. 

Twenty-two  local  institutes  were  so  arranged  as  to  include  the 
schools  of  the  entire  county  and  in  addition  nearly  200  educational 
meetings  were  reported.  An  interesting  and  attractive  feature  of 
many  of  these  meetings  consisted  of  contests  in  several  of  the  elemen- 
tary branches  between  the  various  schools  of  the  district. 

During  the  year  830  special  day  exercises  were  held.  The  number 
of  visits  reported  was  5,000. 

Two  debating  leagues  for  grammar  and  high  schools  were  organ- 
ized. The  championship  of  the  grammar  school  league,  consisting  of 
the  grammar  schools  in  South  Willianrsport,  DuBoistown  and  Loyal- 
sock  Township  after  a  series  of  five  debates  was  finally  won  by  Du- 
Boistown. The  South  Williamsport  team  was  the  successful  contest- 
ant in  the  county  high  school  league,  consisting  of  six  high  schools 
including  Williamsport,  and  also  won  in  the  debate  with  Tioga 
County. 

A  county  spelling  contest  aroused  great  interest  in  the  study  of 
spelling  during  the  year.  The  best  speller  in  each  township,  selected 
in  preliminary  contests,  entered  a  final  contest  in  the  court  house, 
Williamsport,  in  April,  when  the  champion  spellers  of  the  county 
were  chosen  by  oral  and  written  tests  and  prizes  to  the  amount  of 
$75  were  awarded. 

Under  the  supervision  of  R.  H.  Bell,  County  Agriculturist,  the 
schools  co-operating,  four  corn  clubs  and  two  potato  clubs  were  or- 
ganized and  successfully  maintained.  Sixty-five  people  were  enrolled 
in  these  clubs,  and  prizes  awarded  amounting  to  $400. 

Good  Seeds  and  Patrons  Day  was  observed  in  March  in  64  schools, 
when  in  addition  to  appropriate  programs  by  the  schools,  community 
seed  testers  were  opened  and  examined.  It  is  probable  that  this  line 
of  work  will  be  considerably  extended  another  year. 
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Material  Improvements. — In  addition  to  the  amount  raised  for 
school  improvement  by  teachers  and  pupils,  thirty-five  districts  re- 
ported nearly  $7,000  spent  by  directors  for  general  repairing,  paint- 
ing, apparatus,  drilling  wells,  adding  ventilating  heaters  and  other 
improvements.  Muncy  Township  erected  a  two  room  building  with 
modern  equipment  and  standardized  as  to  light,  heat  and  ventilation, 
at  a  cost  of  $I,S00. 

Professional  Advancement. — The  three  factors  of  greatest  profes- 
sional help  in  the  county  are  the  Teachers'  Exchange,  The  County 
Normal  School  and  the  County  Institute. 

The  attendance  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Teacher's  Exchange 
during  the  year  averaged  over  one  hundred.  New  books  were  re- 
viewed, plans  for  the  county  work  discussed  and  addresses  given  at 
the  various  meetings  by  Dr.  F.  W.  Bobbins,  Principal  Charles  Lose, 
Supt  A.  M.  Weaver,  Prof.  C.  H.  Albert  and  Raymond  W.  Heiin  of 
the  State  Department. 

The  County  Normal  school  was  attended  by  nearly  200  teachers  of 
the  county  when  much  attention  was  given  to  organizing  the  work 
of  the  year  and  to  the  study  of  recent  pedagogical  literature  and 
methods  of  presenting  the  elementary  branches. 

The  success  of  the  county  institute  was  due  largely  to  the  excellent 
instruction  given  by  Deputy  Superintendent  Reed  B.  Tei trick,  Har- 
risburg;  Dr.  Lincoln  W.  Hnlley,  Deland,  Florida;  Dr.  Reuben  Post 
Halleck,  Louisville,  Kentucky;  Miss  Lillian  Johnson,  Millersville  and 
Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter,  Bloomsburg.  The  Directors'  Day  meeting  was 
well  attended.  Several  questions  were  ably  discussed  by  E.  F.  Dill, 
Esq.,  of  Hughesville,  D.  W.  Shollenberger,  Montgomery,  and  George 
P.  Stryker,  Williamsport. 

The  special  speakers  for  the  county  directors'  convention  in  May 
were  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren  of  Elmira  and  L.  H.  Dennis  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg.  Reports  of  the  State  Directors' 
Convention  were  given  by  W.  L.  Shollenberger  of  Hepburn  and  Harry 
P.  Keyte,  Lower  Fairfield. 

Although  contagious  diseases  prevailed  in  many  parts  of  the 
county  the  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  was  88.  The  num- 
ber of  pupils  perfect  in  attendance  for  the  year  was  1,05G;  for  three 
years,  170. 

Through  the  aid  of  assistant  superintendent  E.  Lloyd  Rogers, 
formerly  of  the  Muncy  High  School,  it  was  possible  to  enlarge  the 
office  routine  and  extend  the  supervisory  work  in  several  directions. 
The  use  of  circular  letters  and  increased  visitation  brought  many  of 
the  satisfactory  results  of  closer  supervision. 

Among  the  many  needs  particularly  of  the  rural  schools  to  which 
attention  will  be  directed  during  the  coming  year  are:  broader  pre- 
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paration  and  greater  permanency  in  the  rural  teaching  force,  improve- 
ment in  the  direction  of  the  standards  established  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction,  a  system  of  monthly  reports  which  will 
bring  the  rural  schools  in  closer  touch  with  the  superintendent's  office 
and  the  organization  of  monthly  meetings  in  rural  districts. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance 
the  teachers  and  directors  of  the  county,  the  public  press  and  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


McKEAN  COUNTY— C.  W.  Lillibridge. 


During  the  year  marked  progress  has  been  made  in  many  lines  of 
school  activities  throughout  the  county.  Among  the  items  which 
might  be  taken  into  consideration  are: 

Supervision. 
That  provision  of  the  school  code  which  provides  for  assistance 
county  superintendents  in  counties  having  two  hundred  or  more 
teachers  has  enabled  us  in  McKean  county  to  provide  much  closer 
supervision  than  has  heretofore  been  possible.  In  many  of  our  dis- 
tricts each  school  was  visited  once  each  two  months  of  the  school 
year.  Four  visits  per  year  with  a  carefully  prepared  course  of  study 
which  provides  a  definite  amount  of  work  each  school  month  together 
with  examination  questions  sent  out  by  the  superintendent  covering 
that  work  makes  a  supervision  which  compared  with  the  old  system  is 
fairly  adequate. 

Eighth  Grade  Pupils  and  Examinations. 

Many  of  our  districts  find  that  provision  of  the  code  which  makes 
townships  liable  for  the  high  school  tuition  of  their  pupils  who  are  in 
attendance  in  high  school  in  a  neighboring  district  a  grievous  burden 
which  time  increases  rather  than  lightens.  There  are  townships  in 
the  county  which  pay  one-fourth  their  total  receipts  into  the  treas- 
uries of  neighboring  boroughs  as  tuition  bills. 

Township  pupils  who  are  ready  for  advanced  work  should  be  ac- 
corded the  privilege  of  attending  high  school  outside  their  districts, 
provided  there  is  no  home  high  school,  but  in  justice  to  many  town- 
ships there  should  be  a  greater  refund  from  the  State. 
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Statistics  show  that  our  township  pupils  in  ever  increasing  num- 
bers are  availing  themselves  of  the  privileges  offered  to  them  by  this 
law.  We  have  in  the  county  4,334  pupils  enrolled  in  the  township 
schools.  One  pupil  in  every  twenty-one  of  this  number,  or  203  in  all, 
were  successful  in  the  final  eighth  grade  examinations.  A  large  num- 
ber of  these  pupils  will  enter  high  school  in  the  fall.  During  the 
school  year  just  closed  first  honors  in  all  our  county  high  schools, 
two  of  them  being  schools  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  county 
superintendent,  were  taken  by  pupils  from  the  townships. 


Attendance. 

Pupils,  teachers  and  superintendent  have  endeavored  to  make  our 
percentage  of  attendance  for  the  school  year  better  than  the  excellent 
record  of  1915.    However,  it  remains  about  the  same  93%. 

The  road  and  weather  conditions  in  McKean  county  during  the 
months  of  January  and  February  last  were  the  worst  experienced  in 
this  section  for  years.  We  visited  many  schools  in  both  townships 
and  boroughs  with  an  attendance  of  but  50%  on  that  particular  day. 
This  poor  attendance  was  due  to  an  epidemic  of  grippe  during  Jan- 
uary and  to  storms  and  bad  roads  in  February. 

Notwithstanding  these  unfavorable  conditions  but  one  of  our  dis- 
tricts has  an  average  for  the  term  of  less  than  90%.  There  are 
schools  in  Westmore  and  Norwich  districts  with  term  averages  of 
98%.  Sergeant  township  has  one  school  with  a  percentage  for  the 
term  of  100%. 

Teachers. 

Exclusive  of  the  teachers  of  Kane  and  Bradford  cities  there  were 
during  the  year  238  teachers  in  the  McKean  county  schools.  Of  this 
number  184  were  teaching  in  the  township  schools.  The  remainder 
were  teaching  in  four  boroughs.  Of  our  whole  number  of  teachers 
only  twenty-three  were  teaching  their  first  school.  A  study  of  the 
certification  of  our  teachers  discloses  the  following  facts — 10  held  col- 
lege degrees,  79  had  been  graduated  from  normal  schools,  23  held 
county  or  State  permanent  certificates,  75  had  been  granted  profes- 
sional certificates  and  51  held  the  lowest  grade  certificate.  All  but 
two  of  the  latter,  however,  had  finished  a  four  year  high  school  course, 
and  had  done  creditable  work  in  summer  schools  or  normal  schools  in 
preparation  for  teaching. 

The  work  of  our  teachers  as  a  rule  deserves  commendation.  While 
12  to  15  per  cent,  are  each  year  beginners  in  the  work  yet  their  en- 
thusiasm and  energy  usually  make  their  first  term  successful. 
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Educational  Meetings. 

The  following  educational  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year. 
With  no  exception  these  meetings  have  been  well  attended  by  teachers 
and  patrons.  Enthusiasm  for  affairs  educational  has  run  high  in 
each  instance. 

The  new  school  building  at  Ludlow,  Hamilton  township,  was  dedi- 
cated early  in  September.  Dr.  J.  George  Becht  delivered  the  chief 
address  of  the  occasion  in  an  inspirational  and  helpful  manner. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  county  institutes,  the  chief 
educational  meeting  of  the  year  was  held  in  Kane.  The  institute  was 
a  great  success.  It  could  not  be  otherwise  with  speakers  like  William 
McKeever,  F.  A.  Barbour,  Miss  Ada  Van  Stone  Harris  and  W.  G. 
Chambers  giving  daily  lectures  filled  with  wisdom  and  inspiration 
from  their  wide  experience  in  the  teaching  profession. 

Two  association  meetings  were  held  in  the  county.  The  attendance 
was  good  and  the  teachers  were  well  repaid  for  their  time  and  trouble 
by  the  excellent  addresses  of  Superintendent  Welfling  of  Potter 
county,  Dr.  Chas.  Lose  of  Lock  Haven,  Superintendent,  W.  M.  Peierce 
of  Ridgway  and  Superintendent  J.  J.  Lynch  of  St.  Marys. 

Seven  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year.  These  meetings 
were  well  attended  by  teachers  and  patrons.  Two  programs  of  the 
county  Pomona  grange  were  given  over  to  educational  topics.  At 
these  local  meetings  it  was  possible  to  present  the  aims  of  the  school 
to  those  who  often  criticise  present  day  school  purposes  and  methods 
because  of  a  failure  to  fully  appreciate  the  demands  made  upon 
schools  by  the  social  and  business  world. 

School  Buildings  and  Equipment. 

This  report  would  not  be  complete  without  some  mention  of  the 
efforts  on  the  part  of  the  directors  to  renovate  many  of  our  old  build- 
ings and  where  possible  to  replace  them  with  modern  structures. 
With  the  exeception  of  two  townships  great  progress  along  these 
lines  has  been  made  during  the  past  few  years. 

Mention  was  made  in  our  last  report  of  the  new  building  at  Lud- 
low in  Hamilton  township.  This  building,  one  of  the  finest  in  this 
section  of  the  State,  was  opened  for  school  purposes  at  the  beginning 
of  the  school  year.  It  is  certain  that  pupils  and  teachers  of  Lud- 
low did  better  work  than  ever  before  because  of  the  building  in  which 
they  were  so  comfortably  situated. 

Sergeant  township  has  a  spendid  three  room  school  building  at 
Clermont.  This  structure  might  well  serve  as  a  model  for  all  other 
three  room  buildings  which  may  in  the  future  be  erected  in  the  county. 

Foster,  Liberty  and  Bradford  townships  have  all  made  consider- 
able repairs  to  their  old  buildings  during  the  year  and  the  last  two 
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named  are  building  new  two  room  school  buildings  to  take  the  place 
of  outgrown  one  room  buildings. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  and  co-opera- 
tion of  the  teachers,  patrons,  directors,  the  newspapers  of  the  county 
and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


MERCER  COUNTY— H.  E.  McConnell. 


We  believe  we  can  truly  say  that  the  past  school  year  has  been 
the  best  year  under  our  administration.  Judging  from  the  increased 
interest  manifested  at  our  Directors'  Convention,  at  our  Teachers' 
Institute  and  the  different  local  institutes  and  educational  meetings 
held  throughout  the  county  within  the  school  year,  on  the  part  of 
directors,  teachers,  citizens  and  patrons  of  the  schools,  and  also  by 
the  zeal  and  energy  displayed  in  the  schoolroom  by  many  of  our 
teachers  in  their  endeavors  to  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  per- 
taining to  their  responsible  positions,  leads  us  to  believe  that  our 
schools  have  been  advancing  along  educational  lines. 

The  assistant  superintendent  of  this  county  has  been  a  help  and 
inspiration  to  teachers.  With  the  assistance  of  the  assistant  and 
office  stenographer  we  have  been  able  to  organize  our  work  better  and 
to  be  of  more  real  help  to  the  teachers  and  schools. 

The  fine  new  school  building  erected  in  the  borough  of  Stoneboro 
was  ready  for  occupancy  within  the  school  year.  Two  vocational  de- 
partments of  agriculture  and  one  purely  vocational  department  were 
established  in  our  count}'  within  the  past  year.  Excellent  work  was 
accomplished  in  these  three  schools,  and  also  the  agricultural  depart- 
ment that  was  established  last  year. 

Much  work  was  accomplished  through  boys  and  girls'  clubs  and 
camps.  Through  these  activities  the  rural  schools  are  catching  the 
vision  of  the  value  of  rural  life  and  rural  schools. 

Besides  the  various  local  educational  meetings,  the  superintendent 
attended  the  Detroit  meeting  of  Department  of  Superintendence. 
N.  E.  A.,  and  Schoolmen's  week  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  and  his  assistant  each  visited  all  the  three  hundred  sixty-nine 
schools  of  the  county  once,  many  twice,  and  some  three  and  four 
times. 

Anyone  who  has  noted  the  character  of  the  school  buildings  erected 
in  the  county  recently  has  hardly  failed  to  observe  that  progress  is 
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being  marie  in  the  structure,  the  equipment  and  architectural  features 
of  our  schoolhouaes.  This  advancement,  however,  is  more  noticeable 
in  villages  than  in  the  country.  Yet  there  is  much  room  for  improve- 
ment. More  attention  should  be  given  to  schoolroom  decorations 
and  surroundings.  During  the  term  we  strove  to  enlist  the  interest 
of  teachers  in  good  pictures.  More  will  be  done  along  this  line  this 
year. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  cour- 
tesies and  valuable  advice  and  suggestions  within  the  past  year;  also 
to  the  directors  of  the  county  for  their  co-operation  and  support. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— Lawrence  Ruble. 


In  submitting  my  annual  report  for  the  schools  of  Mifflin  county  I 
am  sure  T  can  say  we  have  had  a  progressive  year. 

Granville  township  completed  a  two  room  brick  building,  Union 
township  is  building  an  addition  to  its  high  school.  A  one  room  build- 
ing was  built  in  Wayne  township.  Preparations  are  being  made 
for  an  addition  to  the  high  school  building  in  Yeagertown. 

Many  teachers  attended  summer  terms  at  colleges  and  State  nor- 
mals, and  every  teacher  in  the  county  is  a  member  of  The  Mifflin 
County  Teachers'  Association.  Four  meetings  of  the  association  are 
held  each  year  at  various  places  throughout  the  county.  Twenty-four 
professional  and  ninety-one  provisional  certificates  were  granted  dur- 
ing the  year.  I  visited  all  the  schools  twice  with  two  exceptions  and 
some  three  times.  The  State  course  of  study  is  being  more  closely 
followed. 

There  was  more  or  less  disease  among  the  schools  and  the  attend- 
ance was  not  quite  so  good  as  the  previous  year.  There  were  239 
pupils  who  received  certificates  for  being  neither  tardy  nor  absent, 
1S2  more  were  present  every  day  but  tardy. 

Our  County  Institute  was  pronounced  by  many  to  be  the  best  yet. 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis  of  Juniata  College,  Huntingdon, 
Pa.;  Superintendent,  Richard  Park,  Sullivan,  Ind. ;  Hon.  Reed  B. 
Teitrick,  Deputy  State  Superintendent,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  Ezra 
Lehman,  Shippensburg,  Pa.    All  teachers  were  present. 

The  evening  attractions  were  well  attendeed.  The  Directors'  Con- 
vention was  held  in  the  Court  House  at  Lewistown,  Friday  and  Satur- 
day January  21-22,  being  the  28th  annual  meeting.    On  Friday  even- 
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ing  the  time  was  occupied  by  two  lectures.  The  first  a  20  minute 
illustrated  lecture  on  "The  Great  Modern  Utility"  (the  telephone)  by 
Howard  Whitmoyer,  following  this  was  an  illustrated  lecture,  "A 
Crusade  for  Better  Country  Schools"  by  Superintendent  E.  M.  Rapp 
of  Berks  county. 

Students  were  graduated  from  the  Allensville,  Belleville,  Reeds- 
ville,  Milroy  and  Yeagertown  schools. 

The  high  school  entrance  and  common  school  diploma  examination 
was  held  April  28,  at  eleven  different  places  throughout  the  county. 
This  examination  was  made  uniform. 

Several  schools  had  erected  flag  poles  and  flags,  others  bought 
books  for  their  libraries,  several  got  new  pictures,  and  several  organs 
were  purchased. 

Literary  Societies  are  a  splendid  means  to  get  parents  interested 
in  the  work  of  their  children  and  of  the  school. 

I  would  not  forget  to  mention  the  splendid  exhibit  of  school  work 
at  the  county  institute.  A  prize  was  offered  for  the  greatest  number 
of  different  specimens  of  wood  mounted  on  cardboard,  and  T.°>0  speci- 
mens were  exhibited  by  a  member  of  the  Sample  School  in  Union 
township. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  information  and  help  re- 
ceived, and  all  others  for  the  interest  they  have  shown  in  the  welfare 
of  one  of  the  greatest  supports  of  the  nations  tripod,  The  ^Public 
School. 


MONROE  COUNTY— Frank  Koehler. 


Progress  has  been  our  watchword  during  the  past  year;  and  a  care- 
ful review  of  the  principal  educational  events  clearly  shows  a  steady, 
onward  movement  along  many  of  the  newer  lines  and  phases  of 
modern  educational  ideals. 

Teachers  and  Directors. 
Every  school  term  we  find  more  teachers  who  have  laid  a  better 
foundation  for  their  calling,  by  completing  a  high  school  course  be- 
fore attempting  to  qualify  for  the  teaching  profession  and  supple- 
menting this  course  by  a  two  or  three  years'  course  in  the  Normal 
School.  Such  a  course  is  highly  commendable  and  cannot  help  but 
act  as  a  powerful  lever  in  producing  better  results. 
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More  than  5  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  are  college  graduates,  while 
an  additional  20  per  cent,  have  attended  summer  sessions  for  teachers 
at  different  colleges  and  universities;  40  per  cent,  are  normal  gradu- 
ates ;  10  per  cent,  hold  permanent  certificates ;  15  per  cent,  hold  pro- 
fessional certificates;  and  30  per  cent,  hold  provisional  certificates. 

Our  school  directors  in  many  districts  are  convinced  of  the  fact, 
that  the  better  preparation  teachers  have  made  for  their  life's  work, 
the  better  such  teachers  are  qualified  to  uplift  the  standards  of  the 
schools  under  their  supervision. 

Therefore,  in  a  number  of  our  districts,  teachers  who  are  render- 
ing good  service  are  retained  year  after  year  with  an  increase  of  sal- 
ary, provided  the  school  funds  are  sufficient  to  vouch  for  the  same. 

Kural  Life  and  Agricultural  Day. 

The  general  awakening  in  our  rural  schools  has  been  brought  about 
through  the  activities  of  our  Boys'  and  Girls'  Clubs  in  our  county. 
During  the  month  of  October  and  the  beginning  of  November,  "Rural 
Life  and  Agricultural  Day"  was  celebrated  in  ten  of  our  townships. 
This  was  made  possible  through  the  contributions  of  our  banking  in- 
stitutions, prominent  and  public-spirited  business  men  who  offered 
prizes  for  livestock,  agricultural  products,  and  essay  contests. 

The  teachers  and  committees  deserve  great  credit  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  these  meetings  which  were  attended  by  more  than  6,000 
patrons  of  our  rural  schools. 

All  our  pupils  and  teachers  are  planning  for  similar  exhibits  this 
fall  in  every  one  of  our  townships. 

The  Monroe  County  Farm  Bureau. 

The  initial  steps  for  the  launching  of  a  Farm  Bureau  in  our 
county  were  made  at  the  Annual  School  Directors'  Convention  in 
November,  when  a  resolution  favoring  a  Farm  Bureau  was  unani- 
mously adopted  1)y  the  directors  assembled. 

Several  subsequent  meetings  of  a  County-wide  nature  were  held  in 
the  Court  House,  all  of  which  went  on  record  favoring  a  Farm  Bur- 
eau. 

On  July  5,  Mr.  Roy  M.  Decker,  Extension  Representative  of  the 
Monroe  County  Farm  Bureau,  began  his  work.  His  work  with  our 
farmers  and  with  the  1,100  boys  and  girls  belonging  to  our  agricul- 
tural clubs,  is  already  bearing  fruit. 

Perhaps  no  other  single  event  has  transpired  in  our  county  during 
this  year,  which  is  of  such  momentous  import  as  the  organization  of 
a  Farm  Bureau. 
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The  contributions  for  the  same  by  our  banks,  by  our  summer  resort 
guests  and  organizations,  our  business  men,  and  some  of  our  more 
up-to-date  farmers  cannot  be  ignored  in  this  message. 


The  Homemaking  Department  in  the  Stroudsburg  Schools. 

Another  epoch-making  feature  for  the  Monroe  County  Schools  was 
the  opening  of  a  Homemaking  Department  in  the  Stroudsburg  High 
School. 

The  course  in  this  department  is  very  practical  and  every  girl  who 
completes  it,  is  well  fitted  to  perforin  household  duties  and  to  fit  her- 
self professionally  as  a  teacher  of  the  science  of  cooking,  sewing, 
dietetics,  kindergarten,  visiting  housekeeper,  boarding  school,  man- 
ager of  a  lunch  room  or  tea  room,  dress  designer,  interior  decorator, 
or  trained  nurse. 

Twenty-five  pupils  were  enrolled  the  first  year  in  this  departmental 
course. 


School  Savings  Bank. 

During  the  year,  twenty  of  our  rural  teachers  established  savings 
departments  in  their  schools.  The  plan  worked  out  more  satisfac- 
torily than  was  anticipated.  More  than  $1,000  was  saved  by  the 
pupils  from  these  schools;  160  new  bank  accounts  were  opened. 

It  is  hoped  that  during  the  next  school  term  savings  departments 
will  be  found  in  every  school  in  Monroe  County. 

The  boroughs  of  Stroudsburg  and  East  Stroudsburg  have  already 
voted  to  open  such  departments  and  a  great  awakening  in  the  line  of 
thrift  is  manifest  throughout  the  entire  county. 

Just  as  personal  virtue  has  its  counter -part  and  fulfillment  in  na- 
tional i'if/htcousness,  so  individual  thrift  is  related  to  the  wellbeing 
of  society  at  large. 

New  School  Buildings. 

The  borough  of  East  Stroudsburg  erected  a  modern  building  for 
high  school  purposes  with  a  capacious  auditorium  at  an  approximate 
cost  of  fifty-tiro  thousand  dollars. 

This  gives  the  pupils  of  East  Stroudsburg  one  of  the  best  school 
plants  in  Northeastern  Pennsylvania. 

Middle  Smith  field  and  Lehman  townships  erected  a  two-room  build- 
ing for  tlioir  Joint  High  School  at  Bushkill.  Paradise  township 
erected  a  modern  two-room  building  at  Swiftwater.  The  building  is 
supplied  with  sanitary  toilets,  cloak-rooms,  library,  etc. 
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County  and  District  Institutes. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  district  institutes  and  other  educa- 
tional meetings  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county. 

The  general  public  as  well  as  teachers  attended  these  meetings  and 
assisted  in  the  discussions. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  Nov.  8-12  and  proved  to  be  very  in- 
structive and  uplifting.     The  following  were  the  instructors: 

Drs.  Ralph  L.  Johnson,  Ellwood  L.  Kemp;  Profs.  James  G.  Pentz, 
George  C.  Williams,  D.  W.  Moon,  Daniel  H.  Lewis;  Miss  Alice  Thomp- 
son and  Mr.  Willard  Wolf. 

The  agricultural  exhibits  were  judged  by  Prof.  Fetterolf.  Great 
interest  was  manifested  by  teachers  and  public  throughout  all  its 
sessions. 

Directors'  Convention. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  well  attended  and  many  topics  of 
great  educational  value  were  thoroughly  discussed. 

The  two  days  spent  at  the  Directors'  Convention  were  among  the 
best  during  the  entire  school  year. 

In  closing  my  message,  permit  me  to  thank  the  press  of  our  county 
for  the  splendid  reports  of  all  our  educational  meetings,  the  public- 
spirited  men  and  organizations  for  their  kind  support  financially  and 
otherwise;  and  our  direct  co-laborers;  the  teachers  and  directors, 
for  their  loyalty  to  the  great  cause  of  education. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— J.  Horace  Landis. 


The  work  of  the  school  year  1915-1916  has  been  most  gratifying. 
It  has  been  marked  by  steady  progress  and  uniformly  successful  work. 

Professional  Spirit. 

As  a  rule,  our  teachers  have  the  true  professional  spirit  and  the 
corresponding  ambition  for  genuine  professional  growth  that  goes 
with  it. 

They  realize  that  the  present  demands  greater  preparedness  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher  than  did  the  past.  Reading  aright  tl\e  signs  of  the 
times,  they  are  taking  advantage  of  the  academic  and  professional 
training  courses  offered  evenings  and  Saturdays  by  the  nearby  col- 
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leges  and  universities.  This  year  the  enrollment  of  teachers  at  these 
institutions  has  been  greater  than  during  any  preceding  year  and  the 
outlook  for  1916-17  promises  an  even  greater  enrollment.  Some  of 
our  teachers  are  spending  their  vacations  at  summer  normals  and 
colleges  offering  summer  courses  for  teachers. 

Teachers  must  improve,  they  must  be  live  wires  in  order  to  remain 
in  the  profession.  We  are  urging  our  teachers  to  continue  this  work 
during  succeeding  years  and  in  this  way  to  complete  the  course  at 
some  institution  instead  of  taking  only  a  partial  course. 

Special  Activities. 

No  special  activities  except  the  opening  of  some  continuation 
schools  were  initiated  this  year,  but  great  care  was  used  in  fostering 
and  developing  those  already  begun.  Parent,  Home  and  School  Asso- 
ciations and  Parent-Teacher  Associations  have  helped  in  some  dis- 
tricts to  improve  and  enlarge  playgrounds,  to  introduce  school 
lunches,  sewing,  etc.  Debating  clubs,  spelling  and  reading  contests, 
prize  essay  contests,  art  exhibits  etc.,  have  roused  considerable  in- 
terest and  competition  among  our  schools.  Parents'  Meetings  and 
various  community  meetings  have  helped  to  bring  home  and  school 
into  closer  relation.  Teachers'  monthly  meetings,  Local  Institutes, 
and  our  September  Educational  Meetings  have  helped  to  inspire 
teachers  and  unify  the  works  of  the  schools.  Harmony  and  co-opera- 
tion have  prevailed  and  made  the  year's  work  valuable.  Our  Farm 
Bureau  continued  its  club  work  and  a  number  of  our  boys  and  girls 
are  enrolled  in  the  Corn,  Tomato,  Potato,  Poultry,  and  Pig  Clubs. 
An  excellent  showing  was  made  by  the  clubs  at  the  Corn  Show  held  at 
the  County  Seat  in  December.  The  prize  winners  enjoyed  their  trips 
to  Washington  and  State  College. 

A  number  of  continuation  schools  have  been  established  and  a 
little  work  in  evening  schools  has  been  done  by  a  few  districts. 

Administration. 

Our  school  boards  have  been  active  in  the  management  of  the 
schools  and  interested  in  all  phases  of  improvements.  As  a  rule,  they 
demand  trained  and  experienced  teachers.  It  is  becoming  increas- 
ingly difficult  each  year  for  young,  untrained  beginners  to  secure 
positions.  Each  year  sees  the  erection  of  up-to -date  school  houses  or 
additions  to,  or  modernizing  of  old  ones. 

Consolidation  is  slowly  but  steadily  gaining  ground.  Worcester, 
East  Norriton,  West  Norriton,  Plymouth,  Upper  Dublin  have  com- 
plete consolidation  while  Upper  Merion,  Douglass,  Limerick,  Freder- 
ick, Lower  Pottsgrove,  Moreland  has  partial  consolidation.  Lower 
Providence,  Upper  Cwynedd,  and  Whitpain  have  voted  for  consolida- 
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tion  and  other  districts  contemplate  the  change  in  the  near  future; 
still  other  districts  are  deterred  by  the  initial  cost  of  a  modern  con- 
solidated building. 

The  Assistant-Superintendents  have  been  a  great  help  and  made 
possible  the  systematizing  of  the  school  work  of  the  county.  Their 
work  this  year  has  been  chiefly  along  the  lines  of: — 

1 — Assisting  in  the  general  organization  of  the  schools. 

2 — Meeting  teachers  and  directors  and  helping  to  unify  the  work 
in  various  school  districts  so  as  to  bring  the  work  of  the 
schools  into  conformity  with  the  State  and  County  Courses 
of  Study. 

3 — Visiting  schools,  noting  work  and  observing  methods  and  appli- 
cation of  suggestions  given  in  the  various  educational  meet- 
ings. 

With  this  efficient  assistance,  the  schools  were  supervised  in  such 
a  way  that  all  concerned  seemed  well  pleased  with  the  closer  super- 
vision and  direct  help  given  the  teachers.  The  work  this  year  is 
merely  paving  the  way  for  more  painstaking  work  next  year. 

By  the  help  of  my  assistants  I  was  enabled  not  only  to  visit  my 
schools  as  heretofore  but  was  enabled  to  place  emphasis  upon  the 
weak  spots — to  visit  some  schools  five  or  six  times  to  assist  and  en- 
courage some  of  the  weaker  teachers  in  their  work.  The  total  number 
of  visits  made  by  my  assistants  and  myself  was  1870. 

A  card  system  of  teachers'  records  has  been  begun  at  the  office  this 
year.  A  record  of  each  individual  teacher — her  methods,  success  in 
working  etc.,  is  made.  This  record  is  open  for  the  inspection  of  those 
interested  in  School  Administrative  work.  The  extra  clerical  work 
this  year  could  not  have  been  accomplished  without  the  aid  of  my  as- 
sistants. This  system  will  be  materially  modified  and  perfected  in 
future  years. 

Future  Needs. 
I  feel  the  advancement  of  school  interests  of  the  county  for  some 
years  to  come  demands  emphasis  and  earnest  work  along  the  follow- 
ing lines. 

1.  Further  consolidation  of  rural  schools. 

2.  Vitalizing  rural  life  through  social  centre  work — club  work, 
community  meetings,  etc. — Cooperation  and  harmony  of  all  the  in- 
terests of  the  community — school,  home,  directors,  church,  and  press. 

3.  Closer  supervision,  systematizing  and  unifying  of  the  work  of 
the  schools. 
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MONTOUH  COUNTY— Charles  W.  Derr. 


Teachers. 
The  teachers,  as  a  whole,  were  earnest  and  conscientious  in  their 
work.  The  failure  of  those  who  were  deficient  resulted  from  a  lack 
of  study,  necessary  from  day  to  day,  of  the  subject  matter  of  their 
teaching.  Of  course,  the  most  satisfactory  work  is  done  by  the 
teacher  who  goes  into  her  class-room  in  proper  physical  condition  for 
the  day's  work,  rested  in  body  and  mind,  with  good  digestion  and 
with  a  hearty  ambition  to  do  the  best  that  she  can  do. 

Houses. 
Most  of  the  houses  and  grounds  are  in  good  condition.  Some  of 
our  buildings  are  in  need  of  paint  and  paper,  some  need  a  good  slate 
black-board ;  and  in  some  cases  our  buildings  need  more  light.  I  can 
see  no  reason  for  putting  windows  in  a  room,  and  then  covering  them 
with  a  shade  to  keep  out  the  light.  Some  people  think  the  school- 
ground  can  be  used  for  any  purpose  for  which  they  may  be  desirious 
of  using  it.  We  have  one  ground,  at  this  writing,  that  is  being  used 
by  a  lumberman  for  a  lumber  yard.  If  we  may  have  our  way  in  the 
matter,  there  will  be  no  more  lumber  piled  in  school  grounds.  The 
latter,  as  I  see  it,  should  be  kept  for  school  uses,  strictly. 

Board  of  Education. 
Our  board  of  education,  in  all  matters,  I  think,  has  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  children  at  heart.  They  have  bought  the  best  books  and 
general  supplies  they  could  secure.  At  the  present  writing,  we  have 
twenty-nine  improved  furnaces  in  our  rooms  and  believe  that,  in 
many  cases,  children  are  more  comfortable  and  are  in  more  health- 
ful surroundings,  and  warmer,  than  they  would  be  in  their  homes. 
The  board  is  to  be  congratulated  for  its  progressive  spirit.  Our 
boards  consistently  attend  the  annual  conventions.  We  had  last  year 
an  attendance  of  forty-nine  out  of  fifty-seven  directors.  At  the  Har- 
risburg  Director's  Meeting,  all  but  one  of  our  county  directors  were 
present.  They  all  reported  a  very  good  time  and  received  a  great  deal 
of  benefit. 

The  Annual  Institute. 
The  annual  institute  was  held  during  the  week  between  Christmas 
and  the  New  Year.    We  had  a  most  able  corp  of  instructors  and  our 
teachers  report  one  of  our  best  institutes. 
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Local  Institute. 

We  held  last  year  thirty-one  local  meetings  at  different  parts  of 
the  county.  Directors  held  meetings  in  every  one  of  their  school 
houses  and  they  were  all  splendid  meetings.  We  had  the  pleasure  of 
attending  twenty-nine  of  these  meetings.  We  desire  to  compliment 
the  children  for  the  part  they  took  in  the  exercises  and  also  to  com- 
pliment the  teachers  for  the  excellent  papers  they  prepared  on  the 
subjects  assigned  them  and  the  patrons  for  their  interest  in  the  meet- 
ings as  evinced  by  their  attendance.  We  have  planned  a  meeting  for 
each  one  of  the  houses  in  the  county.  We  shall  call  them  this  year 
a  rail}'  meeting  for  better  schools  in  the  county. 

We  wish  to  thank  our  board  and  our  patrons  for  their  interest  in 
school  work,  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  their 
ready  help  in  matters  referred  to  them  and  the  public  press  for  their 
interest  in  the  matter  of  better  schools  for  the  county. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY— George  A.  Grim. 


Our  teachers  merit  great  praise  for  their  efforts  in  doing  good 
school  work  under  most  trying  circumstances.  Numerous  epidemics 
and  storms  caused  many  pupils  and  teachers  to  be  absent  from  school 
and  on  several  occasions  the  assistant  superintendent  and  myself 
were  engaged  in  teaching  schools,  because  our  list  of  available  sub- 
stitute teachers  was  exhausted.  Many  of  our  teachers  have  taken 
advantage  of  summer  schools,  the  special  courses  offered  at  Lehigh 
University  and  Muhlenberg  College  are  attracting  an  ever  increasing 
number  of  our  ambitious  teachers.  The  interest  manifested  by  our 
teachers  in  all  of  our  educational  meetings  speaks  well  for  their 
sincerity. 

Four  continuation  schools  were  started  during  the  year  and  the 
majority  are  doing  commendable  work.  Two  of  our  public  spirited 
industries  provided  rooms  with  heat  and  light  for  the  pupils,  and  the 
same  industries  pay  part  of  the  teachers'  salary  and  aid  the  teachers 
whenever  it  is  needed. 

During  the  summer  Bath's  new  school  building  was  completed,  this 
is  one  of  our  finest  buildings.  Some  of  the  public  spirited  patrons  of 
the  Church  Hill  District  in  Bethlehem  Township  purchased  one  acre 
of  ground  and  presented  it  to  the  school  directors  on  condition  that 
they  erect  a  two  room  building.    In  the  same  township  they  are  add- 
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ing  another  room  to  their  Butztown  building.  During  the  school 
term  the  Kline's  building  in  Williams  Township  was  completed.  It 
is  a  well  constructed  building  boasting  of  single  desks,  a  modern 
heater  and  several  fine  pictures.  Nazareth  Borough  is  erecting  a 
building  to  meet  its  present  needs.  Roseto  enjoyed  the  conveniences 
of  their  new  eight  room  building.  Mt.  Jefferson  building  in  Lower 
Nazareth  is  modern  in  every  respect  and  is  beautifully  located  along 
the  public  highway.  The  abandoned  building  was  the  only  building 
in  our  county  that  was  not  located  near  a  public  highway.  The  rapid 
expansion  of  "The  Steel  Works"  compelled  Northampton  Heights  and 
Saucon  Township  to  increase  their  number  of  buildings. 

Our  educational  programs  were  planned  along  lines  similar  to 
those  of  last  year,  and  the  great  majority  of  our  private  schools  are 
taking  an  active  interest  in  our  educational  meetings.  We  are  glad 
for  this  professional  spirit  of  co-operation. 

The  number  of  Summer  Play  Grounds  and  School  Gardens  has  been 
increased  during  the  year.  One  of  the  show  places  in  our  town  is 
the  well  kept  Public  School  Garden  near  my  home.  It  is  a  great 
treat  to  watch  the  pupils  care  for  their  (8' x  8'  )  gardens. 

Volley  Ball  Courts  have  been  provided  by  a  number  of  our  schools, 
we  feel  that  this  game  is  well  suited  for  public  school  children. 

Many  special  school  exercises  were  conducted  during  the  year.  The 
quality  of  the  school  exhibits  has  improved.  Many  pupils  and  patrons 
enjoyed  the  school  picnics. 

During  the  year  eight  copies  of  "The  Brown  Mouse"  were  circu- 
lated throughout  the  county. 

We  have  been  co-operating  with  the  "Safety  First"  crusade. 

Mr.  Frankenfield,  the  assistant  superintendent,  has  proven  him- 
self a  most  willing  co-worker,  his  efforts  being  appreciated  by 
teachers,  directors  and  by  myself. 

Space  does  not  permit  a  detailed  report  of  all  the  districts  in  our 
county. 

Principal  "Richards  of  Wilson  Township  was  requested  to  submit  a 
report  of  his  township. 

Wilson  Township  Public  School  District. 

With  the  addition  to  Hay  Building  it  was  hoped  that  the  rapidly 
increasing  number  of  pupils  would  be  amply  provided  for,  but  the 
School  Board  finds  the  growth  of  the  school  population  in  this  Dis- 
trict is  more  rapid  than  the  increase  in  the  accommodation  and  so 
we  closed  the  term  with  an  enrollment  of  G02  pupils  in  14  school 
rooms. 

During  the  past  year  our  high  school  force  was  increased  by  the 
addition  of  a  teacher  at  the  middle  of  the  term  and  the  Board  has 
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found  it  possible  to  add  another  teacher  to  the  high  school  corps  and 
advance  an  additional  class  of  pupils  into  the  high  school,  so  that  we 
hope  to  make  the  course  one  of  four  years  and  by  the  beginning  of 
the  term  11)17-1918  be  classed  with  high  schools  of  the  First  Class. 

Three  victrolas  and  a  library  of  records  were  secured  with  money 
made  by  holding  entertainments  during  the  term.  An  entertainment 
held  at  the  close  of  last  term  cleared  nearly  flOO  which  shall  be  the 
beginning  of  a  Public  School  Library. 

The  Alumni,  and  other  friends  of  the  schools,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  School  Board  have  secured  for  us  a  tennis  court,  a  volley  ball 
court  and  a  sand  box  for  the  "kiddies,"  making  the  beginning  of  a 
public  school  play-ground. 

The  Board  has  added  sewing  to  the  subjects  for  the  girls  in  the 
high  and  grammar  schools  for  next  term  and  we  hope  to  extend  it  to 
the  lower  grades  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Our  teachers  are  showing  a  desire  to  progress  in  their  profession. 
Four  are  attending  the  Summer  School  at  State  College,  two  have 
had  additional  subjects  added  to  their  Normal  Diplomas  and  a  num- 
ber are  taking  the  special  course  in  Palmer  Business  Writing  being 
given  this  year  by  a  local  business  college. 

Our  School  Board  has  made  it  a  requirement  of  all  grade  teachers 
to  secure  a  Palmer  Penmanship  Certificate  during  the  coming  year 
and  has  introduced  this  system  of  penmanship  for  the  schools  of  the 
District. 

The  Board  has  shown  its  appreciation  of  the  efforts  made  by  the 
teachers  by  adding  a  substantial  increase  to  the  salaries  of  the 
majority  of  its  employees. 

Our  Continuation  School  has  given  entire  satisfaction  both  to 
school  authorities  and  to  the  employers.  We  are  very  fortunately 
situated  in  this  respect  as  the  Board  is  enabled  to  have  a  teacher 
employed  the  entire  week,  thus  giving  him  smaller  classes  than  is 
usual  in  such  a  school,  permitting  that  individual  and  personal  in 
traction  so  much  needed  by  this  class  of  pupil. 


NORTHUMBERLAND   COUNTY— T.   H.   Mauser. 


Northumberland  county  reports  progress  for  the  past  school  year, 
without  any  remarkable  occurrences  or  striking  innovations  to  dis- 
tinguish the  past  year  from  former  years.  We  have  tried  to  make 
the  supervision  as  close  as  possible  though  it  has  not  been  as  close 
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as  it  should  be.  The  teachers,  however,  in  general  did  excellent 
work  and  the  schools  throughout  the  county  made  very  commend- 
able progress.  The  attendance  of  pupils  was  about  equal  to  what 
it  was  a  year  ago  but  owing  to  numerous  epidemics  of  juvenile  dis- 
eases requiring  frequent  quarantines  it  was  not  so  good  as  we  had 
hoped  for.  The  average  per  cent  was  89£.  Not  in  many  years  was 
there  so  much  sickness  as  during  the  past  year  and  had  it  not  been 
for  this  the  percentage  would  likely  have  gone  beyond  90.  Consid- 
ering that  many  of  the  schools  under  my  supervision  are  rural 
schools  shows  that  the  school  sentiment  in  this  county  is  excellent 
and  that  parents  want  to  see  their  children  have  at  least  an  elemen- 
tary education.  There  are,  however,  some  sections  of  the  county 
where  pupils  miss  too  much  school  in  the  beginning  of  the  term; 
and  yet  parents  can  hardly  be  blamed  as  the  cost  of  farm  labor 
is  so  high  that  the  children  are  drafted  into  the  work  to  house  the 
fall  crops.  Farm  labor  in  some  parts  of  the  county  is  almost  pro- 
hibitive in  cost  while  in  a  few  places  it  can  hardly  be  had  at  all.  As 
an  example,  the  total  enrollment  for  the  past  year  was  9278,  but 
there  were  only  6838  enrolled  the  first  day  of  the  term  and  7500 
the  first  month. 

The  first  attempt  at  school  exhibits  of  agricultural  products, 
manual  training  and  domestic  science  by  the  pupils  was  made  the 
past  year.  Only  a  few  of  the  teachers  seemed  to  show  any  en- 
thusiasm but  those  who  did  had  very  creditable  exhibits.  Three  are 
particularly  deserving  of  notice,  viz:  West  Chillisquaque  at  Mon- 
tandon,  Dalmatia  and  the  Everett  school  in  Upper  Augusta.  These 
three  showed  what  the  pupils  could  do  when  teachers  entered  into 
the  spirit  of  the  work.  It  is  hoped  that  others  will  try  to  arouse 
their  pupils  in  the  same  direction. 

As  stated  above  our  total  enrollment  was  9278;  the  average  at- 
tendance was  6906.  Of  the  9278  pupils.  2117  had  ten  months  of 
school;  1635  had  nine  months;  905  had  eight  months,  and  4621  had 
seven  months.  A  little  less,  than  half  of  the  total  enrollment  had 
only  seven  months  school.  Why  not  give  all  pupils  equal  oppor- 
tunities  in   school   facilities? 

But  one  new  school  house  was  built  during  the  year.  This  was 
a  six-room  building  in  the  West  Exchange  part  of  Mount  Carmel 
township.  It  is  fully  modern  and  creditable  to  the  district.  This 
district  deserves  special  mention  as  the  only  one  in  the  county  that 
has  maintained  ten  months  of  school  annually  for  many  years.  More- 
over, it  keeps  its  teachers  by  paying  reasonable  salaries. 

We  are  gradually  reaching  the  stage  when  we  can  truthfully  say 
that  we  have  a  library  in  every  school.     Many  of  the  teachers  have 
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been  active  in  this  respect  and  some  rural  schools  have  very  good 
libraries  of  choice  books.     Others  still  need  them. 

The  community  spirit  as  applied  to  the  school  and  the  school 
house  is  becoming  prevalent  in  many  districts.  A  few  teachers  have 
been  active  in  fostering  this.  Several  active  parent-teacher  asso 
ciations  have  assisted  the  teacher  in  his  work. 

I  have  been  especially  fortunate  in  having  a  very  able,  active  and 
agreeable  assistant  superintendent  in  the  person  of  Mr.  George  L. 
Swank.  Mr.  Swank  has  been  very  efficient  and  while  the  office 
was  new  and  we  scarcely  knew  how  to  divide  the  work  so  as  to 
accomplish  the  most  we  believe  that  our  joint  work  was  very'  sat- 
isfactory. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  all  teachers  for  their  loyalty,  the 
directors  for  their  assistance  and  unfailing  good  will  and  all  others 
who  have  helped  in  any  way  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  schools. 


PERRY  COUNTY— D.  A.  Kline. 


During  the  past  year  185  teachers  were  regularly  employed  in 
schools  of  Perry  county,  of  whom  eleven  held  college  diplomas; 
forty-two,  normal  school  diplomas;  two,  State  permanent  certifi- 
cates; twenty-five,  county  permanent  certificates;  forty-one,  pro- 
fessional certificates;  and  sixty-four,  provisional  certificates.  Thirty- 
six  teachers  left  the  profession  for  various  reasons,  some  having 
been  eliminated  for  the  good  of  the  service.  Of  the  thirty  inex- 
perienced who  served  the  schools,  twenty-three  were  holders  of  pro- 
visional certificates.  While  all  of  the  twenty-three  had  some  pro- 
fessional training,  very  few  of  them  had  equipment  commensurate 
with  the  importance  and  dignity  of  the  positions  they  attempted  to 
fill. 

Camping  on  the  trail  of  these  beginners,  trying  by  all  heroic 
measures  to  coach  them  into  some  semblance  of  fitness  to  teach, 
only  to  discover  at  the  end  of  the  year  that  three-fourths  of  them  in- 
tend to  quit,  having  used  this  temporary  position  as  a  stepping 
stone,  is  indeed  distressing.  At  least  it  is  far  from  encouraging. 
When  will  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  acquire  sufficient  back- 
bone to  raise  the  length  of  the  term  and  the  salaries  of  teachers, 
after  having  made  the  minimum  professional  qualifications  more 
exacting?     Please  class  that  question  with  "Hold  old  is  Ann?"     I 


No.  6.  PERRY  COUNTY.  131 

should  have  more  sense  than  to  ask  such  foolishness.  How  long 
will  the  blind  continue  to  lead  the  blind?  How  long  will  little  chil- 
dren in  our  strictly  rural  sections  continue  to  be  slaughtered  by  in- 
experience and  inefficiency?  I  trust  their  blood,  so  to  speak,  is  not 
upon  my  hands.  Is  it  not  true  that  our  normal  school  course  is 
too  long  in  proportion  to  the  minimum  salary,  the  salary  that  is 
always  paid  in  remote  rural  communities?  If  Miss  Smith  gradu- 
ates from  normal  and  has  had  no  previous  experience,  she  returns 
to  Perry  county  to  teach  for  the  magnificent  sum  of  forty  dollars 
per  month.  Is  this  insufferable  condition  to  continue?  Surely 
the  course  is  not  too  long,  but  the  minimum  salary  is  too  low  to  in- 
vite vigorous  and  promising  young  people  to  undergo  the  necessary 
time  and  expense  required  for  three  or  four  years  of  training.  There 
are  no  more  normal  graduates  in  Perry  county  than  there  were  four 
years  ago.  This  condition  is  found  in  at  least  a  few  other  coun- 
ties. Halting  in  school  progress  is  the  beginning  of  retrogres- 
sion. 

The  attendance  for  the  year  was  better  than  that  of  any  previous 
term  on  record.  There  is  much  room  for  improvement  in  this  line, 
however.  In  many  instances  the  vaccination  law  plays  its  part  in 
keeping  children  out  of  school.  Why  not  make  the  vaccination  of 
all  children  compulsory?  If  this  cannot  be  done,  the  law  should 
be  repealed  entirely.  To  have  two  important  statutes,  that  con- 
flict in  respects  vital  to  the  interests  of  little  children,  survive  more 
than  two  years  does  not  speak  well  for  a  supposedly  enlightened 
Commonwealth. 

I  never  in  one  year  consumed  more  nervous  energy  in  hard  work 
than  I  consumed  during  the  year  just  closed.  I  have  resolved  that 
I  will  not  repeat  the  fierce  grind  for  another  year,  but  I  know  that 
resolution  cannot  survive.  Necessary  work  stares  one  in  the  face 
at  every  turn  and  the  most  discouraging  feature  of  all  is  the  fact 
that,  surrounded  by  the  great  magnitude  of  the  unaccomplished, 
one  feels  that,  even  after  a  year's  strenuous  activity,  but  little  has 
been  accomplished. 

The  coming  term  will  find  me  at  work  among  one  hundred  ninety- 
five  teachers,  five  fewer  than  the  two  hundred  necessary  to  afford  me 
an  assistant.  I  know  what  it  means  to  be  caught  between  the 
upper  and  nether  millstone.  I  have  the  work  for  an  assistant  but 
I  must  ero  it  alone.  Before  you  interpret  a  tinge  of  selfishness  in 
this  plaint,  I  hasten  to  say  that  I  do  not  desire  an  assistant  that  I 
might  be  able  to  work  less,  but  that  more  might  be  accomplished 
in  a  field  that  so  urgently  needs  more  extensive  supervision. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  impression  you  may  p^et  of  the  state 
of  my  mind,  after  having  read  this  report,  is  not  likely  to  be  the 
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correct  one.  I  am  cheerful  altogether  and  abounding  in  good  spirits, 
faced  too,  with  a  most  pleasing  outlook  upon  life.  I  give  you  this 
assurance  so  that  you  may  not  obtain  the  impression  that  I  am  suf- 
fering from  the  heat  or  from  a  disordered  liver. 

Two  new  school  buildings  were  erected  since  my  last  report.  One 
was  built  in  Jackson  township  to  take  the  place  of  a  year  old  build- 
ing destroyed  by  fire.  The  district  carried  no  insurance.  The 
other  was  erected  in  Toboyne  township,  and  serves  the  same  purpose 
two  old  and  always  unsuitable  buildings  served.  It  is  indeed  a 
real  joy  to  see  buildings  of  this  latter  type  pass  away. 

Eight  well  attended  local  institutes  were  held  in  the  various  parts 
of  the  county.  More  lasting  good  is  accomplished  in  these  meetings 
than  is  accomplished  in  the  annual  institute  and  by  no  means  do  1 
underestimate  the  potential  good  of  the  annual  gathering. 

The  attendance  at  the  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  perfect. 
The  instructors  were  among  the  best  obtainable.  The  evening  en- 
tertainments were  exceptionably  good.  The  consensus  of  opinion 
was  that  the  institute  was  the  "best  ever." 

The  School  Directors'  Convention  was  held  on  the  first  Friday  and 
Saturday  of  February.  Nearly  every  director  was  present  one  or 
both  days.  Most  interesting  and  profitable  discussions  were  par- 
ticipated in  by  directors.  Dr.  Charles  C.  Ellis  was  present  for  all 
of  the  sessions  and  left,  if  possible,  a  more  marked  impression  than 
that  which  he  left  the  previous  year. 

It  is  almost  needless  to  say  that,  at  all  times.  I  appreciate  the 
favors  and  courtesies  that  come  to  me  from  the  department. 


PIKE  COUNTY— Lucian  Westbrook. 


The  work  of  another  year  has  been  completed.  Our  plan  is  to 
secure  better  results  from  the  methods  and  means  already  estab- 
lished and,  in  addition,  to  emphasize  some  particular  line  each  year. 
Penmanship  was  the  subject  especially  emphasized  the  past  year. 
After  making  a  careful  study  and  comparison  of  the  different  meth- 
ods we  finally  decided  upon  the  Palmer  method  as  the  one  most  likely 
to  give  the  best  results.  This  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  teach- 
ers and  directors  the  previous  year  and  at  our  last  annual  insti- 
tute a  representative  of  the  A.  N.  Palmer  Co.  was  secured  to  in- 
struct the  teachers  and  to  explain  to  the  members  of  the  Directors' 
Association  the  advantages  of  the  Palmer  Method.     The  result  was 
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a  general  adoption  in  the  comity  and  the  earning  of  Palmer  certifi- 
cates by  a  number  of  teachers  before  the  close  of  the  term,  which 
means  that  penmanship  will  be  taught  better  than  it  has  ever  been 
taught  before. 

Seventy-three  teachers  constituted  the  teaching  force  of  the  year. 
Of  these  two  were  college  graduates,  sixteen  were  normal  school 
graduates,  two  held  State  certificates,  seven  held  permanent  cer- 
tificates, eleven  held  professional  certificates  and  thirty-five  held 
provisional  certificates,  nine  of  the  last  named  being  beginners. 

The  educational  meetings  of  the  year  consisted  of  the  annual 
Teachers'  Institute,  the  Directors'  Annual  Convention,  and  the 
usual  number  of  district  institutes  and  commencement  exercises, 
all  of  which  were  well  attended.  The  instruction  given  at  the  an- 
nual institute  by  Dr.  Smith  Burnham,  Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp,  Miss  Mae 
E.  Schreiber  and  Miss  Alys  E.  Carmody  was  practical,  helpful  and 
full  of  inspiration  to  every  one  of  the  seventy  three  teachers  in  at- 
tendance. 

Through  the  instrumentality  of  Mr.  Charles  P.  Jenkins,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  donated  the  prizes  we  conducted  during  the  month 
of  February  a  prize  essay  contest  on  "Why  Ayrshires  Fit  Pike 
County  Farming  Conditions."  The  judges,  J.  H.  Van  Etten,  Esq., 
and  Mr.  Horatio  Hazelton.  of  Milford,  and  Kev.  C.  H.  Gerhart,  of 
Matamoras.  awarded  first  prize,  a  registered  Ayrshire  bull  calf,  to 
Miss  Marian  Engelhart  of  Shohola. 

Reports  of  teachers  show  that  the  pupils  of  forty-four  schools 
have  access  to  school  libraries  ajroreiratinfl:  two  thousand  eis:ht  hun- 
dred sixty -five  volumes,  and  that  two  hundred  sixty-five  suitable  pic- 
tures to  supplement  the  work  in  history,  geography,  etc.,  adorn  the 
walls  of  the  schoolrooms  of  the  county. 

At  the  spring  primary  election  the  citizens  of  Matamoras  borough 
voted  a  seven  j>er  cent,  bond  issue  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
modern  school  building.  Plans  and  specifications  of  a  modern 
twelve-room  building  are  in  course  of  preparation  for  the  approval 
of  the  Board  and  it  is  expected  that  the  building  will  be  ready  for 
occupancy  at  the  beginning  of  the  term  for  1017. 

Shohola  district  has  in  course  of  erection  a  modern  two-room 
frame  building  to  take  the  place  of  two  one-room  structures.  This 
will  be  ready  for  use  the  ensuing  term  and  means  that  Shohola  will 
have  a  two-room  graded  school  which,  we  hope,  will  soon  develop 
into  a  high  school. 

To  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  advice  and  assist- 
ance, to  the  press  of  the  comity  for  its  influence  and  support,  to 
the  teachers  and  directors  for  their  loyalty  and  co-operation,  and 
to  all  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  cause  of  public  educa- 
tion, T  desire  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation. 
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POTTER  COUNTY— R.  O.  Wei  fling. 


In  reading  the  reports  of  the  various  county  superintendents  for 
the  year  1877  in  which  reports  they  gave  the  school  histories  of 
their  respective  counties,  one  finds  many  references  to  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  law  of  1834  which  gave  us  our  free  school  system.  One 
superintendent  writes,  "Many  believed  that  by  promoting  general 
intelligence  it  was  calculated  to  encourage  idleness  and  crime,  that 
it  would  be  burdensome  and  oppressive  to  the  taxpayers."  Not  so 
in  Potter  county.  Its  superintendent  writes  that  year  as  follows: 
"This  interest  in  education  was  so  general  that  scarcely  any  opposi- 
tion was  made  to  the  adoption  of  our  common  school  system  by  the 
law  of  1834."  While  other  superintendents  refer  to  the  strenuous 
opposition  of  their  people  to  the  creation  of  the  office  of  county 
superintendent  in  1854,  the  superintendent  of  Potter  county  does 
not  even  hint  at  any  such  opposition. 

It  has  ever  been  thus  in  Potter  county.  Its  people  have  always 
been  willing  to  make  sacrifices  to  advance  the  educational  interests 
of  their  children  and  adopt  new  progressive  school  measures.  Our 
county  is  one  of  the  newer  comities  and  for  this  reason  has  much 
of  the  progressive  western  spirit. 

Rural  Schools. 

Exceptionally  fine  progress  has  been  made  in  our  rural  schools 
during  the  past  few  years.  Rural  people  are  beginning  to  feel  that 
nothing  is  too  good  for  the  farm  boys  and  girls.  Wherever  one  goes 
in  the  county  one  sees  signs  of  improvement  in  these  schools.  The 
teachers  are  all  either  graduates  from  high  schools  or  normal 
schools.  All  have  had  professional  training  and  practically  all  are 
devoted  to  their  work.  We  have  no  large  towns  and  no  trolley  lines. 
Therefore,  onr  rural  teachers  have  to  live  in  the  communities  in 
which  they  teach  and  thus  become  a  part  of  the  community  life. 
No  real  rural  teacher  can  board  in  town  and  go  back  and  forth  to 
her  work. 

During  the  year  we  reseated  three  rural  schools  with  seats  costing 
$4.25  each,  the  best  we  could  find.  Several  other  buildings  were  re- 
sea  tpd  with  good  seats. 

The  133  one-room  schools  reported  the  following  items: 

Money  raised  by  school  socials, $1330  63 

Number  of  pictures  bought  for  school  rooms, 45 

Cost  of  these  45  pictures, 82  14 
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Books  added  to  libraries, 578 

Books  in  rural  school  libraries, 81 73 

Number  of  trees  planted  ou  rural  school  yards, 920 

One  new  rural  school  house  was  built  in  West  Branch  township. 
Seven  buildings  were  remodeled.  Never  in  the  history  of  the  county 
was  tl  ere  so  much  done  by  school  directors  to  improve  the  school 
plants  as  this  year. 

Standardization  of  Kural  Schools. 

We  have  been  able  to  arouse  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  im- 
provement of  rural  schools  through  standardization.  All  teachers, 
children  and  school  directors  are  anxious  to  have  their  schools  de- 
clared standard  schools.  In  this  way  we  have  gotten  many  things 
which  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  get  in  any  other  way.  All  rural 
schools  are  checked  in  the  things  in  which  they  comply  with  the 
requirements  and  each  time  the  teacher  or  directors  make  improve- 
ments the  item  is  checked  from  the  requirements.  These  check  lists 
are  posted  in  all  rural  school  rooms  and  in  this  way  teachers,  pupils 
and  directors  know  what  the  school  still  lacks  to  be  classified  as  a 
standard  school. 

Six  hundred  forty-one  (641)  pupils  in  the  county  were  neither  ab- 
sent nor  tardy.  This  is  11.6%  of  all  the  pupils  in  the  county.  Each 
year  the  number  of  pupils  who  are  neither  tardy  nor  absent  in- 
creases. 

Much  added  interest  in  rural  school  work  is  due  to  the  splendid 
work  done  by  the  assistant  superintendent,  Prof.  A.  P.  Akeley.  In 
addition  to  his  other  work  he  has  had  charge  of  "School  Credits  For 
Home  Work."  I  have  not  heard  a  single  adverse  criticism  to  this 
system  and  have  personal  knowledge  where  it  has  accomplished  a 
great  deal  of  good.  Parents  and  teachers  are  enthusiastically  in 
favor  of  the  plan. 

Common  School  Diploma. 
As  the  demand  for  high  school  education  increases  the  work  in  the 
grades  becomes  stronger  because  more  grade  pupils  have  as  an  aim 
the  completion  of  the  eight  grades  of  work  so  that  they  may  enter 
the  high  school.  The  work  done  by  eighth  grade  pupils  was  more 
satisfactory  this  year  than  ever  before.  Two  hundred  nineteen  took 
the  examinations.  Of  these  fifty-one  received  the  common  school 
diploma  having  passed  all  subjects  this  year  and  thirty-one  received 
the  common  school  diploma  having  finished  their  credits  this  year. 
Forty-six  received  certificates  of  admission  to  high  schools. 
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High  Schools. 

All  high  schools  in  the  county  show  the  largest  enrollment  ever  held 
hy  the  respective  schools.  The  high  school  inspector,  Prof.  James 
G.  Pentz,  has  been  very  helpful  to  us.  -I  have  always  found  the 
directors  willing  to  co-operate  with  him  and  carry  out  his  sugges- 
tions. 

The  directors  of  Lewisville  borough  purchased  five  acres  of,  laud 
adjoining  the  school  grounds  for  playground  and  school  garden  pur- 
poses. 

Teachers'  Institute. 
The  county  teachers'  institutevwas  held  at  Coudersport  October  25- 
29.     It  was  considered  one  of  our  most  helpful  institutes.     The  in- 
structors were: 

Dr.  C.  P.  Colegrove,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa. 
Cora  Mel  Patten,  Chicago,  111. 
J.  W.  Yoder,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  evening  entertainments  were: 

Metropolitan  Grand  Quartette. 
Rev.  James  Burns. 
The  Galbraith  Brothers. 
Sidney  Landon. 

Parents'  Bay  and  Arbor  Day. 

Parents'  Day  and  Arbor  Day  were  observed  October  23.  Great  in- 
terest was  manifested  in  all  sections  of  the  county.  In  nearly  all 
rural  schools  dinner  was  served  to  the  school  and  visitors.  2259 
visitors  were  present  in  the  133  rural  schools.  920  trees  donated 
by  the  Forestry  Department  of  the  State  were  planted. 

We  desire  to  thank  all  who  have  in  any  way  helped  us  to  report 
a  successful  school  year  for  Potter  county. 


SCHULYKTLL  COUNTY— Livingston   Seltzer. 


In  submitting  my  annual  report,  I  wish  to  say  that  the  past  has 
been  a  year  of  progress  in  our  county.  Teachers  were  enthusiastic, 
and  the  school  directors,  in  general,  did  much  to  improve  conditions. 
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Buildings  and   Improvements. 

In  Brunswick,  West,  the  building  which  is  located  in  what  was 
formerly  old  Schuylkill  Independent  District  was  repaired.  Slate 
blackboards,  new  floors,  etc.,  were  put  in.  Slate  boards  were  also 
placed  in  several  buildings  which  originally  belonged  to  Brunswick, 
West,  Independent  District.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  these 
buildings  were  the  only  remaining  ones  having  wooden  blackboards. 

Cass  township  added  a  room  to  the  building  at  Forestville.  This 
building  has  four  rooms  now.  A  modern  high  school  building  is  now 
in  the  course  of  construction. 

In  Eldred  township  another  room  is  now  being  added  to  the  build- 
ing at  Helfenstein. 

The  one-room  building  at  Philipsbu'rg  in  Kline  township,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  A  new  building  is  now  being  erected  to  take  the  place 
of  the  former  one. 

The  population  in  the  east  end  of  New  Castle  township  is  grow- 
ing so  rapidly  that  the  local  board  is  finding  it  necessary  to  add  three 
rooms  to  the  six-room  building  erected  last  year. 

The  two  rooms  on  the  third  floor  of  the  main  school  building  in 
Pinegrove  borough  have  been  fitted  up  for  school  purposes.  These 
rooms  had  formerly  been  used  by  lodges. 

In  Reilly  township,  the  three-room  building  at  Newtown  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  To  take  its  place,  a  four-room  brick  building  is  now 
in  the  course  of  erection.  It  has  all  modern  conveniences,  and  is  up 
to  date  in  all  respects.  A  well  is  being  bored  on  the  school  grounds. 
This  will  supply  the  building  with  pure,  fresh  water. 

During  the  past  year  Union  township  erected  a  one-room  grammar 
school  building  near  the  Bingrown  borough  line.  Formerly  the 
Union  township  grammar  school  pupils  attended  the  Bingtown  gram- 
mar school.  However,  the  high  school  in  Ringtown  is  still  attended 
by  the  Union  township  pupils  of  that  grade. 

Bush  township  is  erecting  a  modem  one-room  building  at  Home- 
town to  replace  the  one  destroyed  by  fire. 

In  Schuylkill  township  a  room  was  added  to  the  four-room  build- 
ing at  Tuscarora. 

In  the  spring  of  1915  Schuylkill  Haven  borough  voted  to  make  the 
loan  required  to  erect  a  modern  twelve-story  building.  Several  ef- 
forts to  gain  this  end  had  been  made  before,  but  without  success.  The 
School  Board  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  its  successful  canvass  in 
favor  of  the  project. 

North  Union  township  is  building  a  two-room  brick  building  for 
high  school  purposes  at  Nuremburg. 

Wayne  township  built  another  new  building  last  year. 
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Vocational  High  Schools. 

The  first  and  at  present  the  only  vocational  high  school  in  Schuyl- 
kill county  is  at  present  in  the  course  of  construction  in  Porter  town- 
ship. A  large  tract  of  land  has  been  bought  for  practical  agricul- 
tural work  and  athletic  purposes.  A  teacher  who  will  specialize  in 
agriculture  has  been  elected.  In  the  splendid  building  now  being 
built,  domestic  science  and  manual  training  will  be  taught. 

Porter  township  offers  a  splendid  field  for  a  high  school  of  this 
type.  It  employs  a  total  of  twenty-five  teachers.  Tower  City  bor- 
ough is  nearby.  In  fact,  Tower  City  was  trying  to  negotiate  with 
Porter  township  for  a  joint  vocational  high  school,  but  the  latter  dis- 
trict thought  it  would  be  better  off  financially  not  to  join  in  the 
project.  Good  trolley  and  railroad  communications  will  make  it 
possible  for  this  school  to  reach  a  large  population. 

For  several  years  I  have  been  advocating  the  building  of  a  high 
school  building  between  Hegins  and  Valley  View  in  Ilegins  township. 
Some  of  the  members  of  the  School  Board  and  numerous  citizens  favor 
the  plan,  and  I  am  hopeful  that  something  will  be  done. 

Teachers'  Institute. 
Schuylkill  county's  fifty-third  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held 
in  the  Hippodrome  at  Pottsville,  from  October  11th  to  October  15, 
1915.  The  instructors  were:  Philander  Priestly  Claxton,  M.  A.,  Litt. 
D.,  U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Nathan  C. 
Schaeffer,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  Dr.  Earl  Barnes,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Prof.  Charles 
Lose,  Principal,  Central  State  Normal  School,  Lock  Haven,  Pa.;  J. 
Linwood  Eisenberg,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  Superintendent,  Chester  City 
Schools,  Chester,  Pa. ;  Miss  Margaret  T.  Maguire,  Supervising  Princi- 
pal, Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Prof.  T.  L.  Gibson,  Instructor  in  Music, 
Baltimore,  Md.  The  latter  was  assisted  by  Mr.  Howe  Tibbott,  Ebens- 
burg,  Pa.  A  pleasing  and  popular  feature  of  the  weeks'  program  was 
the  appearance  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  October  12th,  of  Miss  Helen 
Keller  and  her  teacher,  Mrs.  Macy  (Anne  M.  Sullivan).  Miss  Keller 
spoke  on  "Happiness,"  and  I  believe  every  teacher  was  inspired  by 
the  thought  that  in  every  young  life  there  are  present  wonderful  latent 
talents. 
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SNYDER  COUNTY— T.  A.  Stetler. 


There  is  nothing  special  to  report  from  Snyder  county  for  the  past 
year.  The  year's  work,  however,  has  been  encouraging.  The  teach- 
ers generally  have  acquitted  themselves  well.  The  educational  senti- 
ment in  the  county  continues  to  grow,  and  there  is  an  increasing  de- 
mand for  better  schools  and  better  school  houses. 

I  regret  that  each  year  some  of  the  best  teachers  of  the  county  go 
to  larger  centers  of  population  where  they  receive  higher  salary,  or 
else  drop  out  of  the  profession  entirely  to  take  up  employment  in 
which  they  can  make  more  money.  We  can  never  attain  the  high 
standard  needed  until  there  is  some  way  by  which  the  services  of 
these  teachers  may  be  retained  permanently. 

A  number  of  the  districts  in  the  county  have  improved  the  appear- 
ance of  the  school  property. 

No  new  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  but  two  of  the 
districts  in  the  county  intend  to  build  during  this  summer.  Mid- 
dleburg  borough  intends  to  build  and  equip  a  new  high  school 
building  and  raise  it  to  the  second  class.  Monroe  township  intends 
to  build  a  new  four-room  building  and  establish  a  high  school. 

The  borough  of  Selinsgrove  has  added  two  teachers  to  its  teach- 
ing force  for  the  coming  school  year. 

The  boroughs  of  Selinsgrove  and  Middleburg  have  a  parent- 
teachers'  organization.  These  organizations  are  aiding  greatly  in 
harmonizing  matters  in  these  two  places,  thus  enabling  the  teach- 
ers to  do  better  and  more  effective  work. 

Monroe  township  has  organized  an  agricultural  club  under  the 
direction  of  Prof.  Ira  G.  Sanders,  one  of  the  able  teachers  of  that 
school  district.  The  pupils  of  the  public  schools  are  members  of 
the  club. 

Two  of  the  districts  in  the  county  intend  to  try  centralization  on 
a  small  scale  during  the  coining  year.  We  have  been  urging  this 
for  eight  years,  and  we  still  feel  that  it  would  be  a  great  benefit 
to  the  country  boy  and  the  country  girl.  Sentiment  in  our  county 
is  not  sufficiently  strong  enough  yet  to  carry  it  into  effect.  We  are 
sure  it  is  bound  to  come. 

All  the  schools  of  the  county  were  visited  at  least  twice.  Many 
of  the  directors  accompany  me  during  my  second  visit. 

Four  public  examinations  were  held  for  provisional  certificates, 
and  one  for  professional  certificates.  Eighty  persons  were  ex- 
amined, of  these  fifteen  were  rejected. 
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Number  of  teachers  without  previous  experience,    13 

Number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates,   53 

Number  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates,   44 

Number  of  teachers  holding  permanent  certificates,    14 

Number  of  teachers  holding  normal  school  diplomas, 12 

Number  of  college  graduates,   5 

Our  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Middleburg,  Novem- 
ber 29-December  3.  All  but  one  of  the  teachers  were  present.  The 
institute  proved  to  be  an  entire  success.  The  instructors  were  as 
follows:  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Dr.  F.  A.  Barbour,  Dr.  Ezra  Lehman,  Dr. 
E.  E.  Sparks,  and  the  Galbraith  Brothers.  The  evening  attractions 
were  Galbraith  Brothers,  Dr.  C.  G.  Ellis,  The  Old  Home  Singers, 
and  Wm.  Rainey  Bennett. 

The  Snyder  County  Teachers'  Association  held  two  meetings  dur- 
ing the  year,  one  at  McClure  and  one  at  Middleburg.  These  meet- 
ings were  well  attended  and  much  good  results  from  them. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  County  School  Directors'  Associa- 
tion was  held  in  Middleburg,  January  12  and  13,  1916.  Seventy- 
seven  of  the  ninety  directors  were  present.  Prof.  E.  M.  Brungart, 
of  Susquehanna  University;  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  of  Juniata  College,  and 
Rev.  H.  Dennington  Hayes  of  Middleburg  delivered  excellent  ad- 
dresses before  the  association. 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  express  our  gratitude  to  the  State  De- 
partment for  their  help  and  to  the  local  press  for  the  manner  in 
which  educational  matters  have  been  presented  to  the  public,  also 
to  the  directors  and  the  teachers  for  their  support  in  all  matters 
educational. 


SOMERSET    COUNTY— P.   W.    Seibert. 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  year  we  are  pleased  to  re- 
port encouraging  evidences  of  substantial  progress  in  our  schools. 
We  feel  that  improvement  1ms  been  made  along  almost  all  lines 
in  spite  of  epidemics  of  contagious  diseases,  adverse  financial  con- 
ditions in  some  of  our  districts  and  other  hindrances  to  the  cause 
of  education. 

The  State  Course  of  Study  which  we  have  localized  to  meet  our 
conditions  is  yielding  gratifying  results.  Through  it  we  have  been 
able   to   systematize   our  work   and   render   the  problem   of  super- 
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vision  less  difficult.  At  the  opening  of  school  we  sent  suggestions 
to  teachers  in  connection  with  the  State  Course  of  Study,  outlines 
of  the  work  for  the  term  and  a  uniform  program  for  the  rural 
schools.  The  teachers  who  carefully  followed  this  work  met  with 
splendid  success  and  aided  us  greatly  in  increasing  the  efficiency 
of  the  schools.  Many  of  our  teachers  taught  the  poems  suggested 
in  the  State  course.  The  study  of  pictures  was  not  so  generally 
done,  on  account  of  teachers  being  unfamiliar  with  the  pictures, 
their  histories  and  the  artists.  However,  an  encouraging  start 
was  made  in  this  direction.  Quite  a  number  caught  the  spirit  and 
manifested  a  desire  to  learn  more  about  the  masterpieces  of  art, 
thereby  showing  a  commendable  zeal  in  this  important  work.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  seventh  month  of  school  we  submitted  to  the 
teachers  uniform  questions  and  requirements,  for  the  promotion  of 
pupils  to  the  various  grades  for  next  term.  In  all  the  schools 
in  which  the  work  as  outlined  was  carried  out  we  secured  excel- 
lent results  and  the  pupils  were  promoted  by  the  established  stand- 
ard. We  believe  that  we  will  be  able  to  have  all  our  schools  meet 
the  uniform  requirements  next  term. 

In  the  appointment  of  my  assistants  I  feel  that  I  have  been  very 
fortunate,  having  secured  able  men  who  have  been  engaged  in 
township  supervision.  They  weie  more  or  less  familiar  with  the 
arduous  physical  as  well  as  mental  effort  necessary  to  fill  the  posi- 
tions of  efficient  assistant  county  superintendents.  The}r  have 
labored  earnestly  and  effectively  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  cause 
of  public  education  in  our  county. 

The  interest  in  agrciultural  and  industrial  work  of  the  schools 
has  continued  unabated  through  the  Boys'  Agricultural  Club  and 
Girls'  Domestic  Science  League.  Display  days  were  held  in  many 
of  our  school  houses  on  Friday,  November  5,  1015.  A  number  of 
our  districts  held  central  fairs  on  Saturday,  November  13.  The 
most  accessible  school  house  in  the  district  was  selected  for  this 
purpose.  We  then  held  a  county  contest  in  the  court  house  in  Som- 
erset November  23  to  November  26.  In  the  county  contest  nearly 
a  thousand  school  boys  and  girls  displayed  the  results  of  their 
study  and  handiwork  by  exhibiting  their  products.  The  products 
were  largely  those  upon  which  prizes  were  won  in  the  school  and 
district  fairs.  All  the  work  exhibited  at  these  fairs  was  the  in- 
dividual work  of  the  pupils  and  reflected  ability  of  high  standard 
for  children  of  their  ages.  The  exhibits  consisted  largely  of  the 
finest  kind  of  corn,  vegetables,  grains,  road-drags,  rope  splicing 
in  many  differenl  uses,  bread,  cakes,  pies,  preserves,  jellies,  canned 
fruits,  darning  and  sewing  in  all  manner  of  household  uses,  etc. 
The  attendance  and  interest  shown  by  the  general  public  at  these 
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school  fairs  augurs  well  for  a  wholesome  school  sentiment  and   a 
useful  education. 

Entertainments,  socials  and  school  gatherings  of  various  kinds 
were  held  with  a  view  of  raising  money  for  the  purchase  of  ap- 
propriate equipment  for  their  schools.  Through  them  new  libraries 
were  established,  about  thirty  organs  purchased,  many  reprints  of 
works  of  art  placed  upon  the  walls  of  school  houses,  as  well  as 
clocks,   maps,   globes,   etc. 

In  buildings  we  have  erected  more  than  our  customary  quota, 
the  largest  of  which  is  an  eight-room  building  by  Conemaugh  town- 
ship in  the  bustling  new  town  of  Jerome.  This  building  is  a  credit 
to  the  town  and  the  township.  The  coal  company  at  Jerome  de- 
serves the  highest  commendation  for  the  equipping  of  a  thoroughly 
modern  playground  for  the  use  of  the  children  of  the  town.  Som- 
erset township  built  a  handsome  modernly  equipped  four-room 
building  at  Listie.  Pour  two-room  buildings  and  six  one-room 
buildings  were  erected  during  the  term.  The  gratifying  feature 
about  all  these  buildings  is  that  they  conform  to  the  modern  ideas 
of  school  house  construction  and  are  connected  with  suitable  play- 
grounds. 

The  County  Institute,  the  foremost  educational  event  of  the  year, 
was  largely  attended  and  a  pronounced  success.  The  instructors 
were  Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon,  Dr.  Richard  Edwin  Lee,  Dr.  Charles 
H.  Albert,  Prof.  C.  D.  Koch,  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder,  and  Miss  Mary  J. 
Cooper.  The  evening  attractions  were  William  Rainey  Bennett, 
Thomas  Brooks  Fletcher,  Bishop  Edwin  H.  Hughes  and  the  Smith- 
Spring-Holmes  Orchestral  Quintet. 

The  twenty-fifth  annual  session  of  the  Somerset  County  Direc- 
tors' Association  was  held  in  the  court  house  at  Somerset  Novem- 
ber 23  and  24.  The  sessions  ranked  high  in  point  of  interest  and 
were  productive  of  much  good. 

Our  local  teachers'  institutes  have  always  been  a  power  for  good 
and  this  year  has  been  no  exception  to  their  efficient  influence.  The 
results  of  these  meetings  were  plainly  discernible  in  the  daily  school 
work  of  the  districts  in  which  they  were  held. 

We  have  organized  a  plan  for  the  holding  of  regular  monthly 
teachers'  meetings,  separate  and  distinct  from  the  local  educational 
meetings  of  the  district.  These  meetings  are  proving  a  source  of 
great  benefit.  Through  them  we  hope  to  assist  in  making  school 
work  more  effective  and  its  benefits  more  fully  appreciated.  Teach- 
ers need  a  gathering  where  they  can  present  their  problems  and 
assist  in  solving  those  presented  by  their  fellow  teachers  in  a  much 
more  satisfactorv  manner  than   can  be  done  in   meetings  not  com- 
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posed  entirely  of  teachers.  Our  aim  is  not  to  have  these  meetings 
take  the  place  of  local  institutes,  but  rather  to  have  them  supple- 
mentary thereto. 

In  conclusion,  we  gratefully  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  in  giving  advice,  of  the  county 
press  in  publishing  matter  of  an  educational  nature,  of  directors, 
teachers,  and  patrons  for  their  co-operation  in  our  school  work. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY— H.  R.  Henning. 


In  submitting  this,  my  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Sullivan 
county,  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  we  have  had  a  year 
of  progress.  With  the  exceptions  of  a  few  failures  on  the  part  of 
the  teachers  and  various  contagious  diseases,  the  conditions  have 
been  favorable  and  results  gratifying. 

While  our  people  are  heavily  taxed  for  maintaining  the  schools, 
the  greater  part  of  them  are  assuming  the  responsibility  bravely, 
realizing  that  an  investment  in  knowledge  cannot  be  duplicated 
with  any  other  means.  Probably  no  condition  impedes  progress 
in  the  educational  realm  of  the  county  more  than  that  of  limited 
resources.  If  the  time  ever  comes  about  when  the  entire  resources 
of  the  State  are  equally  distributed  by  the  State,  our  county  would 
be  found  in  the  front  line  for  its  quota  of  the  benefits. 

One  of  our  great  problems  is  to  secure  and  retain  good  teach- 
ers. Every  year  we  are  hampered  with  a  "floating  class,"  those 
who  use  the  profession  as  a  stepping  stone  to  some  vocation.  Gen- 
erally, they  are  not  efficient  teachers  and  have  a  bad  effect  upon 
the  progress  of  the  educational  work.  Out  of  the  whole  number 
of  applicants  for  certificates  26  per  cent,  were  refused.  Thirty-four 
per  cent,  of  our  teachers  hold  provisional  certificates,  and  less  than 
14  per  cent,  have  had  no  previous  experience.  Thirty-two  per  cent, 
hold  professional  certificates  and  34  per  cent,  hold  permanent  cer- 
tificates. 

Few  of  the  school  buildings  over  the  county  were  repaired  dur- 
ing the  year.  Our  directors  are  making  more  permanent  improve- 
ments year  by  year.  Few  of  the  buildings  were  equipped  with 
modern  heating  plants.  Fox  township  added  the  only  building  that 
was  constructed  during  the  year. 
10 
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Tlie  interest  manifested  in  music  is  becoming  more  apparent. 
With  very  few  exceptions  each  school  utilizes  singing  as  a  part  of 
the  daily  program.  Nearly  all  the  schools  are  supplied  with  song 
books,  and  in  many  of  the  districts  the  funds  for  purchasing  the 
books  have  been  raised  through  the  efforts  of  the  teachers  and  the 
pupils.  Several  of  the  schools  are  supplied  with  organs,  and  six 
of  the  nine  high  schools  are  equipped  with  pianos. 

Much  attention  is  given  to  sanitation,  although  a  few  of  the 
teachers  are  inclined  to  be  careless  toward  this  phase  of  the  work. 
The  directors  are  rapidly  supplying  the  schools  with  closed  water 
buckets  and  spigots.  Individual  drinking  cups  are  as  common  as 
they  were  lacking  only  a  few  years  ago.  Buildings  are  thoroughly 
cleaned  and  renovated  prior  to  the  beginnings  of  the  school  terms. 

Ten  district  educational  meetings  were  held  during  the  year.  These 
meetings  prove  an  excellent  means  of  reaching  the  directors  and 
patrons.  The  two  county  association  meetings  were  well  attended. 
Our  county  was  well  represented  at  the  State  association  meeting 
in  Scranton.  Eighty-four  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  were  enrolled 
as  members,  and  about  30  per  cent,  attended  the  meeting.  The 
county  institute  was  held  in  Dushore  the  week  beginning  the  18th 
of  October  with  every  teacher  enrolled.  We  believe  much  benefit 
was  derived  from  it.  The  day  instructors  were:  C.  H.  Gordinier, 
S.  M.  Smucher,  Charles  Piatt,  Lenadell  Wiggins,  Bertha  A.  Con- 
nor.   The  evening  numbers  were: 

Monday — Lecture,  by  S.  M.  Smucher. 
Tuesday — Smith- Spring-Holmes   Orchestral   Quintet. 
Wednesday — Taber,  The  Miracle  Man. 
Thursday — The  American  Quartet. 

The  directors'  meeting  was  at  Dushore,  October  21st.  A  good 
program  was  arranged  and  carried  through. 

Medical  inspection  was  accepted  in  every  district  of  the  county. 
In  conclusion,  we  have  not  reached  the  ideal  by  any  means,  but  we 
are  hoping  for  regular  substantial  progress. 


SUSQUEHANNA   COUNTY— George  A.   Stearns. 


With  the  exception  of  badly  drifted  roads  the  latter  part  of  the 
winter,  conditions  for  usually  successful  schools  prevailed  through- 
out the  county. 
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Professional  Work. 

The  county  institute  was  well  attended  and  excellent  instruction 
given  by  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Miss  Mae  Schreiber,  Miss  Alys  Carmody 
and  Prof.  Jerry  March. 

Eleven  local  institutes'  were  held  in  various  parts  of  the  county 
during  the  year,  most  of  which  were  well  attended  and  much  inter- 
est shown  by  the  teachers. 

Charters'  Methods  of  Teaching  the  Common  Branches  was  recom- 
mended for  professional  reading  and  was  found  very  helpful. 

Several  from  the  county  attended  the  Mansfield  Normal  School 
during  the  spring  term  and  availed  themselves  of  the  special  course 
there  offered. 

Teachers. 

Of  our  two  hundred  ninety-five  teachers  we  find  them  certificated 
as  follows:  Provisional,  106;  professional,  52;  permanent,  27;  State 
normal,  95;  college,  15. 

Twenty-nine  of  these  did  exclusively  high  school  work;  eighteen 
were  engaged  in  two-room  schools;  eighty-six  in  graded  schools  of 
more  than  two  teachers;  one  hundred  sixty-two  were  in  the  one- 
room  schools. 

Fifty-seven  of  the  number,  or  19%,  had  never  taught  before. 
Five  of  these,  or  less  than  four  per  cent,  of  the  number  engaged, 
were  in  the  graded  or  high  schools.  Fifty-two  were  in  the  one- 
teacher  schools,  which  is  nearly  one-third  of  the  total  number  in 
such  schools. 

Imagine  an  individual,  or  a  company,  that  might  establish  a 
chain  of  one  hundred  six-two  small  country  stores.  A  superin- 
tendent can  visit  each  one  two  or  three  times  during  the  year.  Think 
of  replacing  one-third  of  the  managers  of  each  of  these  stores  each 
year  with  those  who  had  never  had  any  actual  experience  in  that 
line  of  work. 

Visitations. 

It  was  our  policy  this  year,  with  the  aid  of  an  assistant,  to  visit 
fifteen  or  twenty  schools,  give  such  advice  and  assistance  as  seemed 
advisable,  and  then,  in  a  week  or  two,  visit  these  same  shcools 
again,  and  see  how  much  the  teacher  had  benefited  by  the  first  visit. 

By  these  frequent  visits  many  teachers  were  helped  materially. 
Their  program  and  grading  were  carefully  studied,  and,  as  a  whole, 
we  believe  much  improvement  was  made. 

In  all  about  five  hundred   seventeen   visits  were  made. 
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School  Buildings. 

Practically  all  of  our  one-teacher  buildings  are  of  the  "box  car" 
type.  The  grounds  are  usually  limited  to  the  road  side  or  some 
rough,  brushy  corner.  The  buildings,  however,  have  been  consid 
erably  improved  during  the  past  two  or  three  years  by  the  interest 
taken  by  teachers  and  pupils.  Last  year  over  $1,200  were  raised 
by  means  of  socials  and  entertainments,  and  this  was  expended  in 
painting  and  papering  the  interior,  purchasing  organs,  libraries, 
etc. 

Many  of  our  out-buildings  are  still  in  a  very  dilapidated  condi- 
tion, and  should  have  the  attention  of  the  directors.  During  the 
year  Harford  township  completed  a  new  grade  and  high  school 
building,  and  Forest  City  occupied  for  the  first  time  its  new  $30,000 
grade  and  high  school  building.  The  gymnasium  and  the  audi- 
torium are  worthy  features  of  this  building. 

Last  spring  Messrs.  Percy  Balentine  and  Francis  R.  Cope,  Jr., 
offered  to  present  Dimock  township  with  a  new  grade  and  high 
school  building  on  condition  that  six  one-teacher  and  one  two- 
teacher  schools  be  consolidated.  The  board  accepted  the  offer  and 
plans  are  now  under  way  for  the  consummation  of  the  gift. 

High  Schools. 

The  work  of  these  schools  was,  we  think,  in  every  way  up  to 
past  year.  The  outlook  for  the  coming  year,  however,  seems  to  be 
largely  experimental.  In  our  sixteen  schools,  ten  of  the  principals 
have  resigned,  some  for  better  positions,  but  more  to  follow  other 
work  than  teaching.  Most  of  these  positions  will  have  to  be  filled 
by  those  who  have  had  little  experience. 

It  seems  imperative  that  the  next  Legislature  appropriate  the 
maximum  amount  for  high  schools.  The  gradual  depreciation  of 
this  appropriation  is  felt  keenly  by  several  of  our  districts  that 
are  trying  to  maintain  a  fair  equipment  for  this  work. 

Public  Interest. 

In  several  localities  there  is  a  healthy  school  sentiment.  More 
of  the  public  attend  teachers'  meetings  and  Parent-Teachers'  Asso- 
ciations are  maintained  in  Montrose,  Forest  City,  Susquehanna, 
and  Harford. 

We  are  planning  for  more  of  the  community  work  in  the  country 
districts  than  formerly,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  report  progress 
along  this  line. 

We  are  very  grateful  to  the  State  Department,  the  public  press, 
the  teachers  and  directors  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation. 
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TIOGA  COUNTY— E.  A.  Ketan. 


We  are  able  to  report  that  the  school  year  just  closed  has  been 
attended  by  a  healthy  interest  on  the  part  of  the  school  officers  and 
patrons;  that  the  teachers  as  a  whole  have  been  conscientious  in 
the  performance  of  their  duties;  and  that  steady  progress  and  sat- 
isfactory results  have  marked  the  work  of  the  pupils. 

We  are  constantly  insisting  upon  a  better  corps  of  trained  teach- 
ers. We  hope  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  revenues  will  be 
provided  by  the  State  to  pay  the  professionally  trained  teachers  of 
the  rural  schools  an  adequate  compensation  for  the  services  that 
are  being  rendered  by  them.  Of  the  three  hundred  six  teachers  in 
the  county,  only  forty-eight  were  without  previous  experience, 
fifty-seven  held  provisional  certificates,  seventy  held  professional 
certificates,  one  hundred  fifty-five  were  graduates  of  normal  schools, 
and  the  remainder  held  permanent  or  college  teachers'  certificates. 
There  are  few  rural  counties  in  the  State  that  can  show  such  a  high 
percentage  of  well  trained  teachers. 

Our  fifteen  high  schools  are  doing  very  creditable  work.  The 
total  enrollment  was  one  thousand  twenty-five.  This  was  the  larg- 
est enrollment  in  the  history  of  the  county.  The  sentiment  in  each 
of  the  high  school  districts  is  most  favorable.  The  directors  are 
giving  these  schools  the  fullest  financial  support  consistent  with 
the  resources  of  their  respective  districts. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Wellsboro,  October  18-22.  The 
instructors  were:  Dr.  C.  P.  Colegrove,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa;  Miss  Cora 
Mel  Patten,  Chicago,  111.;  Dr.  W.  R.  Straughn,  Mansfield  State 
Normal  School,  and  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren,  Elmira,  N.  Y.  As  an  in- 
novation, after  the  opening  exercises  and  an  address,  the  general 
session  adjourned  and  the  teachers  then  met  for  sectional  work  for 
the  remainder  of  the  morning.  Problems  of  special  interest  to  the 
teachers  of  the  several  departments  of  our  schools  were  then  dis- 
cussed. This  feature  of  the  institute  was  very  popular  and  was 
pronounced  so  helpful  by  many  teachers  that  the  plan  will  be  fol- 
lowed another  year. 

The  Directors'  Convention  which  met  at  the  same  time,  was  one 
of  the  best  that  was  ever  held  in  the  county.  An  address  was  made 
by  each  of  the  several  instruuctors  and  also  by  Supt.  W.  O.  Welfling 
of  Potter  county. 

The  county  is  divided  into  local  institute  districts  so  that  all 
sections   are  reached   for  educational   meetings.     The   several  high 


H8  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.   Doc. 

school  principals  and  members  of  the  normal  school  faculty  are 
always  willing  to  aid  in  making  these  meetings  interesting  and 
profitable.  In  many  rural  sections,  many  of  the  poeple  are  present 
and  they  often  take  an  active  part.  These  meetings  serve  as  a 
valuable  agency  in  creating  a  healthy  school  sentiment  in  the  sev- 
eral school  districts. 

Much  was  accomplished  by  the  teachers  of  the  rural  schools  in 
beautifying  the  interior  of  the  buildings,  improving  the  school 
grounds,  providing  playground  apparatus,  etc.  $1,125  was  raised 
by  the  teachers  and  pupils  and  expended  in  the  improvement  of 
conditions.  The  organization  of  literary  societies,  debating  teams 
and  school  orchestras  received  special  attention. 

Several  of  the  representative  women  are  promoting  the  organiza- 
tion of  parent-teachers'  associations  and  the  teachers  are  in  hearty 
accord  with  this  movement.  Never  were  so  many  social  and  liter- 
ary meetings  held  in  our  school  buildings  as  during  the  past  year. 

Hamilton  township  dedicated  a  new  school  building  to  accom- 
modate the  550  school  children  of  the  district.  Dr.  W.  R.  Straughn 
of  the  Mansfield  Normal  School  was  the  principal  speaker.  Much 
credit  is  due  the  directors  in  providing  so  fine  a  structure  for  the 
children  of  the  district.  The  voters  of  Lawrenceville  voted  to  bond 
the  borough  to  the  limit  of  its  bonding  capacity  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  new  building.  Jackson  township  and  Middlebury  township 
made  additions  to  buildings  so  that  additional  schools  might  be 
provided.  Charleston  township  expended  several  hundred  dollars 
for  the  construction  of  sheds  for  the  protection  of  the  twelve  teams 
and  wagons  which  are  used  in  the  transportation  of  the  pupils  to 
the  consolidated  school  of  that  district. 

The  directors  of  Delmar  township  have  engaged  Mr.  William 
O'Connell  to  act  as  supervising  principal  for  the  twenty-five  schools 
of  the  district.  Mr.  O'Connell  is  a  college  graduate  with  successful 
experience  in  rural  school  work.  As  a  teacher  in  one  of  the  rural 
schools  in  this  township  where  conditions  were  most  unfavorable, 
he  brought  the  spirit  of  the  school  and  neighborhood  to  excel  that 
of  any  in  the  county. 

The  assistant  superintendent,  J.  G.  March,  of  Wellsboro,  has  had 
more  than  twenty  years'  training  in  practical  school  work.  With 
the  co-operation  of  Mr.  March,  Mr.  O'Connell  and  that  of  Mr.  E. 
J.  Perry,  our  newly  appointed  agent  for  the  Farm  Bureau,  we  an- 
ticipate a  very  successful  year's  work. 
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IX  ION  COUNTY— Wm.  W.  Spigelmyer. 


Another  chapter  of  the  history  of  the  schools  in  this  county  has 
been  written.  The  year  has  had  its  triumphs  as  well  as  its  dis- 
couragements. On  the  whole,  however,  the  results  accomplished 
compare  favorably  with  any  previous  year.  The  attendance  has 
been  fairly  good,  teachers  have  been  faithful  to  their  charge,  direc- 
tors have  been  alive  to  the  advancement  of  the  best  school  inter- 
ests and  public  sentiment  has  really  demanded  a  progressive  policy 
in  the  administration  of  the  schools1. 

One  of  the  most  discouraging  things  that,  we  had  to  endure  was 
an  epidemic  of  the  measles  which  I  dare  say  in  some  measure  at 
least  handicapped  the  work  of  every  school  in  the  county.  It  was 
so  general  that  in  many  cases  it  would  have  been  better  to  have 
closed  the  school  entirely  for  a  certain  period.  This  happened  dur- 
ing the  last  two  months  of  school,  the  months  that  show  up  the 
work  for  the  term.  More  or  less  friction  developed  between  health 
officers  and  parents  because  of  quarantines;  but  to  the  credit  of 
the  teachers  they  pursued  a  sane  course  which  in  no  case  developed 
any  trouble  with  parents. 

It  has  been  my  object  to  use  the  school  plant  more  and  more  each 
year  as  a  community  center,  where  public  meetings  of  various  kinds 
are  held  to  advance  the  local  interests,  not  always  as  an  educational 
meeting  but  in  a  sense  accomplishing  that  end  as  well  as  cultivating 
a  spirit  of  local  pride.  If  the  schools  are  to  be  real  factors  in  a 
community  then  they  must  have  the  co-operation  of  every  indi- 
vidual and  each  individual  must  be  made  to  feel  that  they  need  the 
schools,  as  well  as  the  school  needs  them.  The  Great  Triumverate 
in  school  work  is  Patron,  Teacher  and  Child. 

Local  institutes  and  educational  meeting  of  various  kinds  have 
been  held  throughout  the  year  with  good  attendances  and  marked 
interest.  The  spelling-bee  has  been  revived  and  many  interesting 
features  have  been  worked  out  by  teachers.  In  most  cases  it  has 
been  used  more  as  a  means  to  interest  patrons  in  the  school,  to 
show  the  work  of  the  school,  than  to  develop  spelling. 

While  I  notice  in  many  of  the  other  counties  of  the  State  they 
need  more  school  buildings,  in  (his  county  we  need  less.  We  have 
too  many  small  schools.  While  we  believe  that  consolidation  would 
solve  our  troubles  and  give  us  better  results,  still  it  seems  so  dif- 
ficult to  break  away  from  the  old  order  of  things. 

Graduating  exercises  were  held  in  each  of  our  five  high  schools, 
at  which  time  sixty-five  young  men  and  women  were  awarded  the 
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high  school  diploma.  I  observe  that  only  a  few  years  ago  the 
high  school  seemed  to  attract  only  the  girl,  and  graduating  classes 
consisted  largely  of  girls.  Today  the  boy  has  come  to  see  the  ad- 
vantage and  yon  find  him  coming  to  his  own,  hence  the  classes 
were  almost  evenly  divided.  The  interest  manifest  in  our  high 
schools  is  gratifying.  A  tendency  on  the  part  of  a  great  many 
parents  is  to  rush  their  children  into  the  high  school  too  young, 
with  too  meager  preparation.  To  overcome  this  for  the  past  three 
years,  we  have  conducted  two  examinations,  the  first  or  preliminary 
examination  for  high  school  entrance  is  held  a  month  before  the 
close  of  the  term,  papers  are  all  forwarded  to  office  for  correction. 
By  passing  a  certain  grade  pupils  can  enter  the  final  examination 
for  high  school  entrance  held  at  the  close  of  the  term  in  each  dis- 
trict.   This  method  in  our  county  has  worked  well. 

Two  very  interesting  and  profitable  meetings  of  the  County  Teach- 
ers' Association  were  held  during  the  year.  The  attendance  on 
the  part  of  the  teachers  has  been  fine.  These  meetings  have  de- 
veloped more  into  the  conference  idea  which  proved  more  helpful. 

The  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  Miffiinburg  December  20  to 
24th.  The  week  was  one  long  to  be  remembered  for  the  splendid 
spirit  that  prevailed  and  the  good  instruction  that  was  given  by 
our  able  corps  of  instructors.  The  display  of  the  school  work  brought 
by  the  teachers  has  grown  to  be  one  of  the  features  of  our  insti- 
tute. The  work  certainly  reflected  credit  on  the  schools  which  were 
represented. 

The  instructors  and  entertainers  were  as  follows: 

Hon.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent. 

Miss  Sadie  M.  Hunting,  Penmanship  Specialist,  New  York  City. 

Thomas  C.  Blaisdell,  Ph.  D.,  Dean  of  Liberal  Arts,  State  College. 

Prof.  J.  G.  Pentz,  High  School  Inspector. 

Byron  W.  King,  Ph.  D.,  President  of  School  of  Oratory. 

Rev.  E.  B.  Bailey,  Musical  Instructor,  Berwick. 

Miss  Elbina  L.  Bender,  Pianist. 

Thos.  Brooks  Fletcher,  "Tragedies  of  the  Unprepared." 

The  Schaeffers,  Concert. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  the  court  house  at  Lewis- 
burg  later  part  of  January.  Hon.  Reed  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  State 
Superintendent,  gave  two  ringing  addresses  to  the  directors  of  the 
^ounty. 

While  none  of  the  schools  entered  into  the  inter-county  debate, 
still  a  number  of  the  schools  had  debates  during  the  year  that  cre- 
ated considerable  interest,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  will  have 
some  strong  teams  developed  by  another  year. 
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Many  of  the  teachers  during  the  year  held  box-socials  and  other 
means  by  which  to  raise  some  money  for  the  decorating  of  their  re- 
spective schools.  The  public  responded  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned. 

The  Lewisburg  schools  had  the  Elson  art  exhibit  for  several  days 
and  by  charging  a  small  fee  raised  enough  money  to  put  several 
masterpieces  in  each  school  room  in  the  town.  Several  public- 
minded  individuals  as  well  as  organizations  bought  pictures  and 
presented  them  to  the  schools  which  was  appreciated.  May-day 
exercises  were  held  in  Lewisburg  by  the  public  schools  which  was 
largely  attended  by  the  people  of  the  borough  and  it  was  a  sight 
long  to  be  remembered  to  see  the  schools  march  through  the  town 
dressed  up  in  the  parts  they  were  to  play  on  the  playground. 

Bucknell  University  in  our  midst  has  had  a  very  successful  year 
and  large  classes  were  graduated  in  each  of  her  several  depart- 
ments. She  has  been  doing  much  for  the  school  of  the  county  and 
her  professors  are  ever  willing  to  give  a  helping  hand. 

An  effort  is  on  foot  to  organize  the  athletic  activities  of  each  school 
in  the  county.  Not  with  the  purpose  of  organizing  strong  teams  to 
compete,  but  rather  to  take  each  pupil  and  look  more  after  their 
physical  developments  by  means  of  games  and  plays,  carefully 
worked  out  and  directed  by  the  teacher. 

While  there  may  have  been  many  other  things  that  might  well 
have  been  recorded  in  this  report,  sufficient  has  been  said  to  show 
all  who  may  read  this  that  we  are  encouraged  and  press  on  to  high 
aims. 

Thanking  all  who  may  have  aided  us  directly  or  indirectly  in 
furthering  the  work  of  education  during  the  year,  I  solicit  the  same 
interest  for  the  coming  year. 


VENANGO  COUNTY— Dallas  W.  Armstrong. 


The  schools  of  this  county  have  made  their  usual  progress  during 
the  school  year  of  1915-1916.  This  year,  however,  has  been  the 
worst  in  the  history  of  the  county  for  epidemics  of  grippe,  measles, 
etc.,  and  made  the  average  attendance  generally  over  the  county 
very  low.  The  directors  and  teachers  endeavored  to  keep  the 
schools  affected  by  these  epidemics  open   at  such   times  as  would 
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prove  most  advantageous  to  the  whole  schools  and  enable  the  pupils 
to  accomplish  the  regular  work  and  merit  promotion  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  the  selection  and  assignment  of 
teachers  is  done  with  much  greater  care  than  ever  before.  It  is 
gratifying  to  know  that  the  directors  generally  feel  that  as  long  as 
a  teacher  is  doing  her  work  well,  she  should  be  retained,  and  on 
account  of  this  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  school  directors,  the 
teachers  are  able  to  do  their  best  work. 

There  were  four  hundred  forty-two  pupils  that  took  the  eighth 
grade  examination  this  year  and  two  hundred  fifty-three  of  this 
number  were  successful.  There  are  far  too  many  failures,  and  in  an 
attempt  to  reduuce  the  number,  our  teachers  wTere  sent  from  this 
office  personal  letters  containing  the  following  paragraph: 

"Will  your  eighth  grade  class  be  prepared  for  examination  and 
promotion?  If  not,  why  not?  There  were  too  many  boys  and  girls 
in  this  county  last  year  who  worked  all  year  thinking  they  were 
regular  eighth  grade  pupils  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  failed  to  pass 
the  examination.  In  each  case  some  one  is  to  blame  for  the  failure, 
and  it  is  not  the  boy  or  the  girl  who  failed.  Who  is  to  blame? 
There  is  much  trouble  experienced  in  getting  the  pupils  properly 
graded.  If  the  class  is  doing  only  sixth  or  seventh  grade  work  they 
should  understand  it  so  from  the  beginning.  If  the  class  is  doing 
regular  eighth  grade  work,  the  teacher  should  see  that  the  work  is 
done  carefully  enough  to  qualify  the  pupil  for  passing  the  county 
examination." 

And  further  in  order  to  give  every  pupil  every  possible  chance  to 
make  his  grade  and  reach  high  school,  we  prepared  a  blank  to  be 
used  by  such  pupils  as  failed  to  report  vacation  work  done.  The 
blank   contained  the  following  explanatory   paragraph: 

"This  blank  is  to  be  used  by  any  pupil  who  has  failed  in  the  regu- 
lar eighth  grade  examination  and  who  feels  that  he  has  done  suf- 
ficient work  during  the  summer  to  enable  him  to  do  creditable  high 
school  work  this  year.  The  pupil  should  undertake  this  work  only 
after  consulting  some  teacher  in  the  county  schools  as  directed  in 
the  letter  accompanying  this  blank,  and  if  possible,  the  review  work 
should  be  directed  by  some  teacher,  or  other  competent  person,  who 
should  sign  this  statement  of  work  done.  It  will  be  necessary  for 
all  pupils  not^otherwise  admitted  to  their  high  school  to  take  the 
"Entrance  Examination"  to  be  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  term 
of  school  this  fall.  This  statement  alone  will  not  admit  any  pupil 
to  a  high  school,  but  it  will  admit  such  pupil  to  the  "Entrance  Ex- 
amination" and  if  there  has  been  much  vacation  review  work  done, 
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it  will  insure  the  pupil  a  very  careful  consideration  with  the  com- 
mittee this  fall.  Any  pupil  who  receives  this  blank  and  who  is 
willing  to  do  hard  work,  is  advised  to  try  this  plan  of  admission 
to  high  school,  but  any  pupil  who  is  not  willing  to  do  hard  work, 
is  advised  not  to  try  it." 

This  blank  and  plan  as  described  herein  refer  especially  to  the 
eighth  grade  pupils,  but  we  have  encouraged  pupils  in  all  other 
grades  to  do  vacation  work,  especially  the  pupils  who  failed  to  be 
promoted  on  their  last  year's  work.  This  matter  is  many  times 
harder  to  manage  in  the  county  schools  than  it  would  be  in  a  city 
school,  but  with  the  assistance  of  interested  teachers,  parents  and 
pupils,  the  plan  is  working  well  and  is  one  of  the  most  important 
policies  ever  undertaken  in  the  schools  of  this  county. 

Rockland  township  this  year  has  completed  one  of  the  best 
school  buildings  in  the  county.  The  building  is  a  two-story  brick, 
of  modern  construction  containing  space  enough  for  eight  recita- 
tion rooms  and  is  erected  on  a  lot  containing  five  acres  of  the  best 
farming  land  in  the  township.  This  building  will  be  opened  this 
fall  for  the  high  school  and  for  the  pupils  from  five  district  schools 
which  pupils  are  being  transported  to  this  consolidated  school. 
This  attempt  on  the  part  of  one  of  our  largest  townships  to  con- 
solidate its  schools  is  being  Avatched  with  interest  by  the  whole 
county. 

Our  teachers'  institute  again  this  year  did  excellent  service  for 
our  teachers.  In  fact  the  date  of  the  institute  was  changed  in  or- 
der that  we  might  have  the  same  instructors  as  we  had  last  year, 
namely:  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  and  Prof.  James  G. 
Pentz.     Prof.  Jerry  March  had  charge  of  the  institute  music. 

This  is  the  first  year  in  this  county  for  the  assistant  county 
superintendent.  We  were  exceptionally  fortunate  in  securing  a 
most  efficient  assistant  in  Prof.  L.  H.  Peffer,  and  with  his  help,  have 
been  able  to  do  much  work  that  had  to  be  left  undone  in  previous 

a 

vears. 


WARREN  COUNTY— C.  S.  Knapp. 


The  year  1915-16  marks  a  new  era  in  the  life  of  the  county  school. 
Contrary  to  the  opinion  of  sonic  who  never  know  what  the  other 
man  does,  the  county  school  and  the  schools  of  the  small  towns  need 
close  supervision  as  much  or  more  than  the  city  schools.    Eor  manv 
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years  a  single  person  has  been  required  to  supervise  from  two  hun- 
dred to  four  or  five  hundred  schools  scattered  over  a  thousand 
square  miles  of  mountainous  territory.  This  in  itself  was  only  a 
fraction  of  the  duties  of  a  county  superintendent.  Adequate  super 
vision  or  anything  approaching  adequate  supervision  was  impos- 
sible under  these  conditions.  Within  the  past  year  a  great  im- 
provement has  been  made.  The  assistant  superintendent  is  a  great 
help  to  the  schools.  The  work  of  the  county  superintendent  is  not 
made  less  except  during  the  summer  examinations,  but  it  is  pos- 
sible now  to  give  much  closer  supervision  to  the  country  schools. 
The  provision  for  stenographic  help  is  also  meeting  a  long  felt  neces- 
sity. 

In  Warren  county  we  feel  that  a  close  supervision  of  schools  has 
resulted  in  much  good.  Teachers,  pupils  and  directors  are  more 
interested  when  exact  conditions  and  wants  can  be  brought  to  their 
attention.  We  have  visited  the  schools  and  have  made  many  sug- 
gestions to  teachers  and  directors  which  we  were  later  able  to  see 
carried  out. 

Of  course  the  great  problem  of  the  district  school  is  to  secure  and 
retain  good  teachers.  The  record  of  the  teaching  force  of  the  schools 
of  the  county  shows  that  only  ten  and  one-fifth  per  cent,  of  those 
teaching  in  schools  of  from  one  to  four  rooms  last  year  were  teach- 
ing in  the  county  in  1910,  six  years  ago,  and  only  thirty-eighty  per 
cent,  of  those  who  taught  in  schools  of  one  to  four  rooms  in  the 
county  in  1913  were  teaching  in  such  schools  last  year.  The  most 
of  the  districts  have  eight  months,  but  inducements  for  teachers  to 
remain  in  the  profession  and  in  the  district  are  not  sufficient  to 
retain  them.  In  fact  only  65  per  cent,  of  those  who  taught  in  the 
country  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  county  superintendent  last 
year  will  teach  in  the  county  this  year.  This  mean  that  every  year 
we  have  about  one-third  of  our  teachers  as  beginners.  These  usually 
go  to  the  one-room  country  school.  While  but  a  few  of  these  be- 
ginners have  had  normal  training  practically  all  of  them  are  gradu- 
ates of  high  schools  of  either  a  three  or  four  years  course.  The 
great  majority  of  them  do  good  work  and  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
school  boards  that  they  are  not  retained  for  longer  service. 

The  high  schools  all  seem  to  be  prospering.  The  fifteen  have  all 
qualified.  A  large  increase  in  attendance  is  noted  in  several.  Of 
the  fifteen  schools  six  have  a  four-year  course  while  the  others  do 
three  years  of  work  as  outlined  in  the  State  course  of  study.  Twenty 
of  the  thirty  high  school  teachers  are  college  graduates  and  five  of 
the  others  have  had  some  college  work.  Pine  Grove  township  will 
erect  a  new  building  next  year  and  will  give  a  four-year  course  of 
study. 
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The  county  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  November  8th. 
Dr.  Harlan  E.  Hall,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon,  Winona 
Lake,  Ind. ;  Prof.  Charles  Lose,  Lock  Haven,  Pa.,  and  Prof.  Frank 
Baker,  of  Edinboro,  Pa.,  were  the  instructors.  The  work  of  each 
was  highly  pleasing  and  beneficial.  I  can  recommend  these  men  as 
strong  institute  instructors. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  January  28th  and  29th,  1916. 
Speakers  other  than  directors  were  Prof.  Chas.  Lose,  Lock  Haven,  and 
Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal,  of  the  State  Department.  Four  full  sessions 
were  held,  the  attendance  was  good  and  much  good  was  derived 
from  the  meeting.  We  always  plan  to  make  these  conventions  bene- 
ficial to  the  highest  degree. 

Our  teachers  are  becoming  much  interested  in  the  State  Educa- 
tional Association.  They  feel  that  it  should  be  supported  by  every 
teacher  of  the  State.  Nearly  fifty  per  cent,  of  those  under  the  juris 
diction  of  the  county  superintendent  enrolled.  We  hope  to  make  a 
still  better  showing  this  year. 


WASHINGTON   COUNTY— L.   R.   Crumrine. 


In  this  review  of  the  school  activities  of  the  county  during  the 
past  year,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  on  the  whole  it  was  a  year 
of  growth  and  improvement.  While  not  all  of  our  plans  for  im- 
provement were  realized,  some  definite  gains  were  made.  The  gen- 
erally prosperous  condition  was  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  co- 
operation of  the  various  factors  that  comprise  school  machinery. 
Usually  the  best  results  are  achieved  when  the  greatest  harmony 
prevails  among  teachers,  patrons,  pupils  and  directors,  so  that 
every  effort  put  forth  by  these  factors  points  in  the  direction  of  the 
best  schools. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term,  two  assistant  superintendents  were 
appointed,  Mr.  E.  F.  Westlake  and  Mr.  H.  S.  Kuder.  We  were 
most  fortunate  in  making  our  selections.  No  better  qualified  per- 
sons could  have  been  named  for  the  positions.  With  this  assistance, 
closer  supervision  of  the  schools  of  the  county  has  been  possible. 
All  of  the  schools  of  the  county  were  visited  once  and  a  number 
a  second  time.  The  additional  supervision  has  been  of  great  value 
to  the  schools  in  unifying  and  systematizing  the  work  of  both 
pupils  and  teachers.     New   and   inexperienced   teachers   have   been 
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given  special  attention  and  assistance  through  this  increased  super- 
visory force.  Particular  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  classification 
and  gradation  of  pupils. 

The  teachers  as  a  class  exhibited  an  earnestness  in  their  work 
during  the  year,  and  proved  themselves  worthy  of  commendation. 
We  had  but  few  failures.  Many  of  the  teachers  show  a  desire  for 
improvement  and  attend  the  State  normal  or  locals  after  the  close 
of  their  schools  in  tbe  spring.  We  are  pleased  to  report  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  teachers  holding  permanent,  professional  or 
higher  grade  certificates. 

We  have  a  number  of  small  schools  in  different  districts  of  the 
county  that  have  served  their  purpose  and  should  be  closed.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year,  one  district  paid  six  teachers  for  instructing  less 
than  one  hundred  pupils  and  there  are  other  districts  that  are 
almost  in  the  same  condition.  The  chief  opposition  is  founded  on 
the  initial  cost  and  the  clinging  sentiment  for  the  little  school 
house.  West  Bethlehem  township,  this  year,  erected  an  up-to-date 
two-room  building  and  selected  a  location  that  consolidates  two 
schools  in  their  district.  Such  action  in  closing  a  small  school  is 
commendable  and  should  be  practiced  whenever  possible. 

The  educational  meetings  of  the  year  were  representative  of  the 
spirit  of  progress  in  the  communities  in  which  they  were  held.  In 
most  cases  they  contributed  in  no  small  degree  toward  making  the 
schools  better  and  school  sentiment  more  progressive. 

The  Principals  and  Teachers'  Bound  Table  Association  had  one 
of  the  most  successful  years  in  the  history  of  the  organization. 
Aside  from  the  four  regular  conference  meetings,  special  addresses 
were  made  by  Supt.  B.  B.  Teitrick  of  Harrisburg;  Dr.  Grant  Cham- 
bers of  Pittsburgh,  and  Dr.  F.  W.  Hinitt,  of  Washington.  The  field 
meet,  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  association,  was  even  more 
successful  than  the  first  meeting.  The  silver  trophies  offered  by 
the  Observer  Publishing  Company  to  competing  teams  from  the 
different  high  schools,  brought  keen  interest  and  large  attendance. 

The  School  of  Methods  continues  to  be  a  leading  factor  in  the 
educational  interests  of  the  county.  Two  hundred  nineteen  teach- 
ers enrolled  and  showed  keen  interest  throughout  the  sessions.  The 
county  institute  continues  to  be  the  great  educational  feast  of  the 
year.  The  past  meeting  was  characterized  by  splendid  instruction 
from  tbe  beginning  to  the  close.  As  one  of  our  principals  expressed 
it,  "There  was  not  one  weak  number  on  the  entire  program." 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  well  attended,  many  of  the  dis- 
tricts having  entire  boards  present.  The  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  a  syllabus  on  the  teaching  of  agriculture,  for  use 
in  the  public  schools,  labels  our  directors  as  leaders  in  their  efforts 
to  promote  school  interests. 
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The  first  aid  day  and  miiie  demonstration  held  at  Ellsworth  was 
a  very  clever  exhibition  of  how  it  is  possible  to  make  all  the  fea- 
tures of  the  occasion  focus  on  the  interests  that  are  common  to  that 
entire  community.  Some  modification  of  the  idea  needs  to  be  fos- 
tered in  every  school  district.  Thus  the  school  and  the  community 
may  be  closely  interlaced  in  their  work,  each  affecting  the  life  of 
the  other. 

New  buildings  were  erected  in  Smith  township,  Carroll,  Char 
tiers,  Canton,  East  Bethlehem,  Cecil  and  Amwell  townships  and  in 
McDonald  borough.  Mt.  Pleasant  township  completed  an  up-to- 
date  building  in  which  the  vocational  high  school  is  installed,  the 
first  to  be  granted  in  western  Pennsylvania.  Splendid  work  was 
done  at  this  school  during  the  first  year. 

In  conclusion,  we  gratefully  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  in  giving  advice,  of  the  county 
press  in  publishing  matter  of  an  educational  nature,  of  directors, 
teachers,  and  patrons  for  their  co-operation  in  the  school  work. 


WAYNE  COUNTY— J.  J.  Koehler. 


We  are  pleased  to  report  a  successful  year  in  public  school  work 
in  our  county.  The  interest  manifested  by  patrons  is  more  general 
every  year.  Fewer  pupils  leave  school  in  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades,  consequently  there  is  a  steady  growth  in  the  enrollment  of 
our  high  schools.  The  attendance  in  the  rural  sections  was  some- 
what affected  by  a  widespread  epidemic  of  la  grippe  and  measles, 
and  by  severe  and  continuous  snowstorms  during  the  month  of 
March.  The  rural  schools  secured  more  supervision  due  to  the 
help  of  an  assistant  county  superintendent  appointed  last  July. 

Parent-teachers'  associations  have  been  organized  in  several 
school  districts  with  good  results.  The  Honesdale  Parent-Teachers' 
Association  has  furnished  a  kitchen  and  lunch  room  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  high  school  building  with  necessary  equipment  and 
noon  lunches  are  served  to  the  pupils  at  cost.  The  association,  or- 
ganized at  Beachlake,  has  a  large  membership  and  its  members  are 
bending  their  energy  in  securing  a  library  for  the  new  high  school 
and  in  beautifying  the  grounds  of  this  school  property. 

The  school  directors  in  nearly  all  of  the  townships  showed  a  spirit 
of  progress  in  their  efforts  to  beautify  the  school  rooms  and  equip 
them  well.     Much  more  was  accomplished  during  the  past  year  than 


158  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.    Doc. 

iii  previous  years.  Many  school  rooms  were  papered  and  painted. 
Floors  were  oiled  to  solve  the  dust  problem  and  "dust  down"  was 
used  in  many  districts.  Modern  heating  and  ventilating  plants 
were  installed  in  many  rural  school  rooms,  and  sanitary  drinking 
fountains  aie  numerous  throughout  the  districts  of  the  county. 
Health  inspection  is  accepted  with  better  grace  and  is  bringing 
some  good  results.  However,  there  is  still  room  for  a  great  deal 
of  improvement  in  this  respect.  Teachers  are  urging  parents  to 
get  proper  professional  aid  for  the  children  in  the  matter  of  poor 
eyesight  and  defective  teeth.  We  are  approaching  saner  methods 
in  teaching  practical  hygiene.  The  old  method  of  teaching  physiology 
and  hygiene  is  replaced  with  the  more  practical  phase  of  the  work, 
the  purpose  for  which  this  subject  in  the  public  schools  was 
originally  intended.  We  want  less  preaching  on  this  subject  and 
more  practical  application  of  the  laws  of  health. 

"Clean  up  day"  was  observed  for  the  first  time  this  year  in  all 
the  rural  schools  with  much  profit.  Not  only  were  the  pupils  en- 
listed in  the  cause  but  also  a  great  number  of  the  patrons.  The 
result  showed  what  can  be  accomplished  in  and  about  the  school 
house  by  an  organized  effort. 

The  school  board  of  Mount  Pleasant  township  purchased  a  plot 
of  ground  of  three  acres  and  contracted  for  the  erection  of  a  mod- 
ern four-room  high  school  building.  At  Beachlake  a  new  high 
school  was  organized  which  makes  the  sixteenth  high  school  in  our 
county.  One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pupils  graduated  from  the 
different  high  schools  of  the  county  this  spring.  The  audiences  at 
the  commencement  exercises  far  exceeded  the  capacity  of  the  build- 
ings. 

The  county  spelling  contest  and  the  high  school  literary  contest 
were  conducted  at  the  county  institute.  The  contestants  of  the 
former  consisted  of  the  two  best  spellers  in  the  elementary  schools 
of  each  school  district.  Twelve  contestants  from  the  high  schools 
of  different  sections  of  the  county  entered  the  literary  contest.  The 
results  showed  an  advancement  over  the  work  of  former  years. 

The  School  Boys'  Poultry  Club  held  an  exhibition  at  the  Wayne 
county  fair  in  October.  The  exhibits  were  splendid.  The  club  con- 
sisted of  76  members.  An  amount  of  $90  was  raised  by  subscrip- 
tions to  pay  the  premiums. 

The  principal  and  teachers  of  Dreher  township  organized  agri- 
cultural clubs,  sewing  clubs  and  canning  clubs  and  held  a  town- 
ship fair  at  Newfoundland.  The  exhibits  were  good  and  the  patrons 
showed  a  great  interest  in  the  work.  A  patrons'  meeting  was  held 
in  connection  with  the  contest  and  Prof.  H.  C.  Fetterolf,  supervisor 
of  agricultural  education,  and  local  speakers  addressed  the  people 
on  vocational  education. 
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The  pi  ofessional  reading  course  consisted  of  Charters'  "The 
Teaching  of  liie  Common  Branches";  Cutter  and  Stone's  "The  Rural 
School;  lis  Methods  and  Management";  Sabin's  "Common  Sense 
Didactics";  Parkman's  "The  Oregon  Trail";  "The  Story  Hour 
Method"  of  primary  reading,  and  "The  Peters  and  Brumbaugh 
Method"  of  primary  reading.  These  books  were  carefully  read  and 
discussed  at  our  local  teachers'  meetings. 

Teachers'  training  classes  were  conducted  at  Honesdale  and  Lake- 
wood  with  an  attendance  of  seventy-seven  young  teachers.  The  in- 
structors were  Assistant  County  Superintendent  W.  W.  Menhennett, 
Prof.  K.  T.  Davies,  supervising  principal  of  the  Honesdale  schools, 
and  Alma  J.  G.  I)ix,  sighth  grade  teacher  of  Honesdale.  The  work 
was  thorough  and  the  results  gratifying.  With  a  few  exceptions  the 
young  people  attending  these  training  schools  are  high  school  gradu- 
ates. 

Our  teaching  force  consisted  of  10  college  graduates,  81  State 
normal  school  graduates,  22  holding  county  permanent  certificates, 
1  holding  a  State  permanent  certifiate,  54  holding  professional  cer- 
tificates, 75  holding  provisional  certificates  and  2  hold  special  cer- 
tificates.    Forty-three  (43)  of  our  teachers  were  beginners. 

Our  county  institute  and  various  other  educational  meetings 
were  well  attended  and  a  splendid  educational  interest  manifested 
by  both  teachers  and  patrons.  The  lines  of  discussion  at  the  county 
institute  were  school  management,  school  sanitation,  methods  and 
elementary  English.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  of 
Columbus,  Ohio;  Dr.  J.  Lin  wood  Eisenberg,  city  superintendent  of 
Chester;  Prof.  John  T.  Watkins,  Scranton;  Charles  A.  McCarty, 
Esq.,  Honesdale.  The  County  Directors'  Association  met  at  the 
close  of  the  institute  with  a  good  attendance. 

The  county  teachers'  association  held  two  meetings  during  the 
year  at  Ariel  and  at  Waymart.  Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp  and  Dr.  D.  W. 
LaRue,  both  of  the  East  Stroudsburg  State  Normal,  addressed  the 
teachers  at  those  meetings.  A  large  number  of  district  institutes 
and  teachers'  meetings  were  conducted  during  the  year,  in  the  dif- 
ferent townships,  usually  on  Saturday  following  a  week  of  inspec- 
tion of  schools  by  the  superintendent  or  assistant  superintendent. 
The  work  observed  in  the  schools  was  reviewed  and  better  methods 
of  instruction  and  management  were  suggested.  This  work  is 
usually  very  effective  and  brings  immediate  results.  We  received 
the  hearty  co-operation  of  teachers  at  those  local  meetings. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  prompt  as- 
sistance and  courteous  treatment,  the  press  of  the  county,  and  all 
other  educational  factors  that  have  given  aid  in  school  work. 

11 
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WESTMORELAND   COUNTY— Robert  C.   Shaw. 


In  submitting  a  report  of  the  work  of  the  schools  of  Westmore- 
land county  for  the  year  ending  July  1,  1916,  we  are  pleased  to 
state  that  the  progress  that  seems  to  characterize  the  industrial 
life  of  the  country  in  all  its  different  phases  of  activity  was  matched 
in  our  public  schools.  In  fact  the  spirit  of  aggressiveness  is  in 
the  air  and  must  reflect  itself  in  our  educational  institutions.  This 
advancement  is  seen: 

1.  In  our  high  schools  where  still  larger  numbers  are  entering 
for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  work  of  education. 

2.  In  the  attitude  of  the  school  directors  toward  the  betterment 
of  the  school  conditions  in  every  way. 

3.  In  the  professional  spirit  of  the  teachers  toward  equipping 
themselves  for  more  efficient  work  in  the  school  room,  by  giving  of 
their  money  and  vacation  time  to  attendance  at  some  of  the  best 
professional  schools  of  the  country. 

4.  In  the  active  interest  of  our  citizens  who  are  demanding  the 
very  best  educational  advantages  for  their  children,  willing  to  in- 
vest their  money  in  an  institution  that  promises  to  fit  them  thor- 
oughly for  a  useful  life. 

Among  the  newer  interests  in  our  schools  especially  evident  dur- 
ing the  year  were  the  community  musicals,  farm  bureau  work  under 
the  direction  of  the  agricultural  extension  representative,  estab- 
lishing of  corn  and  pig  clubs,  organizing  the  association  of  borough 
superintendents  and  principals  for  intensive  study  of  every-day 
school  room  problems  (meetings  held  monthly),  and  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  county  into  districts  for  joint  educational  meetings. 

Great  interest  was  shown  in  the  community  musicals.  In  many 
places,  more  particularly  Unity  township,  large  crowds  attended. 
In  fact  the  audiences  could  hardly  be  accommodated  even  in  the 
largest  auditoriums.  The  purpose  of  this  work  is  to  revive  interest 
in  our  best  songs,  to  teach  the  literature  of  our  songs  to  our  young 
people,  and  to  develop  a  community  interest  in  the  schools.  We 
know  of  no  way  to  reach  the  foreign  element  in  our  county  more 
effectively  than  through  the  literature  of  our  best  popular  songs. 

The  Farm  Bureau  of  our  county  established  during  the  year  is 
doing  most  efficient  work.  Mr.  L.  F.  Engle,  the  extension  represen- 
tative, has  co-operated  most  heartily  with  the  school  authorities 
in  starting  the  club  work  in  many  of  our  rural  communities.  This 
work  promises  well  for  the  future. 
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We  should  like  to  speak  again  of  the  work  done  in  our  School  of 
Methods  held  just  before  the  opening  of  school,  August  9-19,  1915, 
lasting  this  year  two  weeks.  The  interest  manifested  in  the  work 
is  marvelous.  The  results  are  showing  constantly  in  the  work  of 
our  young  teachers.  Without  doubt  this  work  is  doing  more  for 
the  young  teachers  of  our  county  than  any  other  agency.  Our  peo- 
ple are  extremely  enthusiastic  over  the  results  obtained.  We  can 
recommend  this  work  most  highly  to  all  superintendents.  In  order 
to  give  some  idea  of  the  work  done  in  our  School  of  Methods  we  in- 
sert the  program  of  the  sessions  held  this  last  year.    , 

The  following  subjects  were  discussed: 

Monday — How  to  Study  History,  Mr.  Samuel  Fausold;  Arithme- 
tic, Dr.  T.  J.  Kirby,  University  of  Pittsburgh;  Primary  Methods, 
Mrs.  Alice  M.  Carmalt,  University  of  Pittsburgh. 

Tuesday — Helping  the  Pupils  to  Feel  at  Home,  Mr.  Hubert  C. 
Eicher;  Primary  Geography,  Dr.  J.  H.  Alleman;  Some  Observations, 
Mr.  R.  K.  Smith;  Heating,  Lighting  and  Ventilating,  Mr.  W.  E. 
Evans;  Primary  Methods,  Mrs.  Alice  M.  Carmalt;  Arithmetic,  Dr. 
T.  J.  Kirby. 

Wednesday — Arithmetic  in  the  Primary  Grades,  Mr.  R.  K.  Smith; 
The  Lesson  Assignment,  Mr.  J.  E.  Hershberger;  Physiology,  Mr.  C.  F. 
Maxwell;  Helps  to  Primary  Teachers,  Miss  Marie  Weaver;  Care  of 
Pupil's  Own  Property,  Books,  Wraps,  etc.,  Mr.  U.  L.  Gordy;  The 
Workings  of  a  School  Playground,  Mr.  G.  Fred  Ashe. 

Thursday — Memory  Work  for  First  Year  Pupils,  Miss  Marie 
Weaver;  Care  of  Pupil's  Own  Property,  Mr.  U.  L.  Gordy;  The  Work- 
ings of  a  School  Playground,  Mr.  G.  Fred  Ashe;  Memory  Work  for 
First  Year  Pupils,  Miss  Marie  Weaver;  What  Your  Superintendent 
Expects  to  See,  Mr.  C.  G.  Pierce;  English  Grammar,  Supt.  J.  S. 
Carroll,  Fayette  County;  Drawing,  Dr.  Herbert  R.  Knift'en,  Univer- 
sity of  Pittsburgh ;  How  to  Control  a  School,  Supt.  J.  S.  Carroll. 

Friday — Reading  and  Physical  Culture  Drills,  Miss  Marie  Weaver; 
Getting  Hold  of  the  Subject,  Mr.  Hubert  C.  Eicher,  Writing,  Mr. 
P.  O.  Peterson ;  Study  of  Words,  Mr.  C.  F.  Maxwell. 

Monday — How  the  Teacher  may  Grip  the  School,  Mr.  C.  G.  Pierce; 
Things  Essential  in  Organization,  Mr.  W.  M.  Edwards;  Saving  Time 
in  Organization,  Supt.  R.  M.  Steele;  How  the  Teacher  may  be  her 
Own  Clitic,  Miss  Maude  Loucks;  Some  Elements  that  Enter  into  the 
Organization  of  a  School,  Supt.  James  F.  Chapman;  Friday  Restless- 
ness, Dr.  C.  B.  Robertson. 

11— G— 101G 


W2 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.   Doc. 


Tuesday— The  Laws  of  Teaching,  Supt  J.  H.  Alleman ;  Aims,  Supt. 
E.  W.  Long;  Personality  as  related  to  School  Organization,  Mr. 
Samuel  Fausold;  Good  Order,  How  Secured,  Supt.  H.  E.  Gress;  Mon- 
day Gloom,  Dr.  C.  B.  Kobertson :  Physical  Exercises  and  Aid  to  Good 
Order,  Mr.  C.  G.  Pierce. 

Wednesday— Text  Books,  Use  and  Abuse,  Supt.  H.  E.  Gress;  The 
Retarded  Teacher,  Supt.  F.  W.  Wright;  Address,  Dean  W.  G.  Cham- 
bers, University  of  Pittsburgh ;  Waste  in  Teaching,  Supt.  J.  E.  Hersh- 
berger;  Some  Suggestions  for  the  Recitation,  Supt.  F.  W.  Wright. 

Thursday— A  Quiet  School,  Mr.  J.  L.  Spiegel;  Reading,  Do  We 
Teach  It?  Supt.  F.  W.  Wright;  Address,  Dr.  W.  G.  Chambers;  Penn- 
sylvania History,  Dr.  Thomas  S.  March;  Address,  Dr.  W.  G.  Cham- 
bers ;  A  Contemporary  Ancestor  in  Pedagogical  Thinking,  Supt.  F.-W. 
Wright. 

Our  intentions  are  to  continue  in  the  work  of  more  perfect  organ- 
ization in  every  department  of  public  school  work  and  thus  get  the 
maximum  of  efficiency  in  each  department. 

We  appreciate  very  much  indeed  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all  the 
factors  represented  in  the  work  of  the  public  schools. 


WYOMING  COUNTY— John  E.  Morgan. 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  the  schools  under  my  super- 
vision have  enjoyed  a  healthful  and  prosperous  year.  It  is  difficult 
to  estimate  the  progress  made  in  education  in  a  given  year,  yet  in 
comparison  with  other  years,  the  work  accomplished  this  year  indi- 
cates an  awakening  along  certain  lines  of  educational  thought  and 
activity.  We  are  glad  to  note  this  activity,  for  the  progress  of  our 
schools  and  of  all  schools  depends  on  the  permanent  interest  mani- 
fested in  them  by  the  people.  During  the  past  year  many  improve- 
ments have  been  made  by  systematically  repairing,  painting,  and 
better  equipping  our  old  school  buildings.  More  attention  has  been 
given  to  architecture  and  general  adaptability  than  was  heretofore 
manifest.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  lighting,  heating,  and 
ventilation  which  the  State  Board  of  Education  demands  in  new  or 
remodeled  buildings  lend  to  make  school  life  more  attractive  and 
efficient  aud  inversely  less  dangerous. 
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Although  the  population  of  our  county  has  decreased  during  the 
last  decade,  the  enrollment  in  our  high  schools  continues  to  grow 
larger  and  ever  larger  with  each  succeeding  year.  Meshoppen  bor- 
ough during  the  year  completed  an  annex  to  their  high  school  build- 
ing at  a  cost  of  $2,500.00.  Laceyville  found  it  necessary  to  build  an 
additional  class  room  in  order  to  accommodate  all  who  desired  to 
enter  their  high  school.  Nicholson  borough  added  a  third  teacher 
and  appropriated  the  entire  second  floor  of  their  well  equipped  school 
building  for  high  school  purposes.  This  school  is  now  doing  the 
work  required  of  a  first  grade  school.  Tunkhannock  is  planning  to 
erect  a  modern  high  school  building  and  equip  it  according  to  the 
most  approved  plans.  This  proposition  at  Tunkhannock  will  prob- 
ably soon  materialize  as  the  high  school  department  cannot  take  addi- 
tional pupils  until  new  quarters  have  been  provided. 

We  still  have  in  this  county  seventy-four  rural  schools  that  have 
no  special  supervision.  The  superintendent  is  particularly  anxious 
regarding  the  welfare  and  general  progress  of  these  schools,  and  feels 
justified  in  spending  more  of  his  time  in  them  than  is  spent  in  the 
graded  and  high  schools  that  have  competent  supervision.  The  State 
Course  of  Study  forms  the  basis  of  work  in  these  schools,  supple- 
mented by  tests  sent  from  this  office  each  month.  Eighty-eight  eighth 
grade  pupils  took  the  Central  examinations  An  March.  Fifty-eight 
who  successfully  passed  both  Central  and  Final  examinations  have 
been  given  Common  School  Diplomas,  also  certificates  showing  that 
they  have  satisfactorily  completed  the  course  of  study,  and  admitting 
them  into  any  high  school  in  the  county. 

On  May  29,  the  voters  of  Falls  township  decided  by  ballot  to  bond 
their  school  district  for  $15,000.00.  The  favorable  vote  is  the  result 
of  a  vigorous  campaign  in  which  the  superintendent  took  a  leading 
part.  The  money  thus  obtained  will  be  used  to  erect  and  equip  a 
suitable  building  that  will  supply  the  needs  of  a  Vocational  School. 
All  the  schools  of  the  district,  eleven  in  number,  are  to  be  consolidated 
in  a  central  location  and  housed  in  the  same  building  with  the  voca- 
tional school.  Much  of  the  preliminary  work  has  been  disposed  of 
and  the  contractor  is  about  to  begin  the  erection  of  the  building, 
promising  to  have  it  ready  for  school  purposes  on  December  1,  1916. 
Arrangements  are  being  made  to  start  the  vocational  school  in  tem- 
porary quarters  until  the  completion  of  the  new  building.  This 
county  being  almost  wholly  agricultural,  we  welcome  this  new  type 
of  school  to  our  midst,  realizing  that  it  means  a  higher  standard  of 
education  for  the  community,  and  ample  opportunity  for  the  boys  and 
girls  of  Falls  township  to  secure  training  and  instruction  from 
specialists  particularly  interested  in  agricultural  education.  This 
ovolution    from    the    one-ton  oh  er    rural    school    to    the    consolidated. 
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graded  and  vocational  school  promises  to  be  the  greatest  advance  in 
educational  progress  made  in  this  county  for  many  years. 

Our  annual  County  Institute  was  very  helpful  and  inspiring.  Our 
instructors  were  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Huntingdon,  Pa.;  Miss  Mac  Schrei- 
ber,  Boston,  Mass.;  Prof.  W.  M.  Denison,  State  High  School  In- 
spector; Supt.  Oden  C.  Gortner,  Hanover,  Pa.;  Prof.  T.  R.  Griffith, 
Edwardsville,  Pa.,  Musical  Director;  Mrs.  A.  B.  Jackson,  Tuuk- 
hannock,  Pa.,  Pianist;  Miss  Rowena  Herrmann,  Towanda,  Pa.,  Violin- 
ist. Monday  evening  an  informal  reception  for  teachers  and  in- 
structors was  given  in  the  parlors  of  the  Presbyterian  Church ;  Tues- 
day evening,  Weatherwax  Bros.  Quartet;  Wednesday  evening,  Con- 
cert, Wyoming  County  Orchestra  followed  by  a  lecture  "The  Legend 
of  the  Topaz,"  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis.  Thursday  evening,  The  American 
Girls.  All  of  our  teachers  excepting  one  who  was  ill  in  a  hospital, 
attended  and  helped  to  make  the  Institute  a  success  both  education- 
ally and  financially.  The  program  was  planned  to  be  of  special  in- 
terest and  benefit  to  teachers,  and  judging  from  common  report  it 
accomplished  its  object.  The  public  was  also  interested  and  delega- 
tions of  citizens  from  the  various  sections  of  our  county  were  pre- 
sent each  day,  necessitating  the  opening  of  the  gallery  on  several  oc- 
casions. The  Section  Room  work  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  proved 
that  our  teachers  will  take  part  in  conferences  on  subjects  that  need 
their  consideration  and  co-operation. 

Our  School  Directors'  Association  met  on  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day of  Institute  week  and  held  three  interesting  half-day  sessions, 
meeting  with  the  teachers  Thursday  afternoon  to  hear  Dr.  Ellis  speak 
on  "School  and  Home"  and  Dr.  Wm.  Miller's  address  on  "School  Hy- 
giene," (illustrated).  These  two  addresses  made  deep  impressions 
on  the  minds  of  an  attentive  audience. 

Our  enrollment  in  the  Pennsylvania  State  Educational  Association 
excelled  all  previous  records  for  this  county.  Nearly  all  who  en- 
rolled attended  the  sessions  at  Scranton.  A  number  of  our  high 
school  men  are  members  of  the  National  Educational  Association  and 
attended  the  conferences  of  that  association  in  New  York  City,  July 
3-8. 

There  are  numerous  school  events  that  might  fit  into  this  report 
but  it  is  my  desire  to  be  brief.  Suffice  to  say  that  the  superintend- 
ent aside  from  his  routine  work  has  found  time  to  organize  several 
Corn  Clubs,  start  a  School  of  Methods,  attend  three  County  Insti- 
tutes, attend  the  sessions  of  the  P.  S.  E.  A.  at  Scranton,  attend  the 
conferences  of  the  N.  E.  A.  at  New  York,  attend  the  State  Directors' 
Association  at  Harrisbur?.  assisted  financinally  and  otherwise  in 
promoting  our  County  Fair,  Pomona  Grange,  Farmers'  Institutes, 
and  our  Summer  Chautauqua,  firmly  believing  that  these  agencies  are 
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educational  factors  that  help  to  make  us  what  we  are,  and  last  but 
not  least  to  make  some  definite  plans  for  the  coming  year. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  teachers,  editors,  directors,  citi- 
zens and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  valuable  advice 
and  assistance. 


YORK  COUNTY— C.  W.  Stine. 


The  advancement  has  not  been  sufficiently  great  in  any  department 
to  warrant  boasting,  nevertheless  we  have  evidence  of  sure  and  steady 
progress.  In  a  number  of  districts  the  school  term  was  lengthened, 
the  average  of  the  teachers'  salary  was  slightly  raised. 

Public  sentiment  is  stronger  than  ever  before  in  favor  of  good 
schools.  Our  people  support  the  schools  cheerfully  and  demand  good 
results  from  the  teachers  and  school  in  return. 

The  school  of  Methods  was  held  before  the  opening  of  the  schools, 
437  teachers  were  in  attendance. 

Fifteen  educational  meetings  were  held  in  different  sections  of  the 
county;  some  of  them  were  largely  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and 
citizens,  and  good  degree  of  popular  enthusiasm  was  awakered.  The 
chief  ends  intended  to  be  reached  by  them  were  to  present  to  the 
teachers  the  best  ways  of  teaching  the  branches  to  be  taught,  along 
with  giving  such  explanations  on  subjects  of  instruction  as  were 
needed  by  them,  and  to  awaken  and  mould  a  correct  public  sentiment 
towards  the  schools  and  education. 

The  teachers  have  organized  local  institutes  in  every  district 
Our  teachers  are  fully  aware  of  the  progress  of  the  school  system 
and  are  making  efforts  for  higher  attainments  by  self -culture  or  at- 
tendance at  higher  institutions  of  learning. 

We  have  a  word  of  cheer  and  comfort  for  our  teachers  for  their 
zeal,  energy  and  skill,  as  well  as  the  public  acceptance  with  which 
their  labor  has  been  received.  Many  are  the  inquiries  as  to  the  educa- 
tional works  they  shall  read,  in  order  that  they  may  make  their  in- 
struction of  the  most  possible  interest  and  benefit  and  excite  in  the 
minds  of  youth  a  laudable  spirit  of  improvement. 

During  the  Special  Institute  session  held  August  27,  1915.  we  un- 
animously agreed  to  co-operate  in  a  movement  to  interest  the  pupils 
of  our  schools  in  the  study  of  plant  life  and  thereby  stimulate  in- 
terest in  agriculture,  planting  and  protecting  trees  and  shrubbery, 
beautifying  the  school  grounds  and  making  homes  on  the  outside 
attractive  and  interesting. 
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One  of  the  very  first  essentials  is  to  secure  the  enthusiastic  co 
operation  of  our  boys  and  girls  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  habits, 
location  and  growing  conditions  of  the  native  trees  of  York  county. 
It  is  believed  that  interest  in  securing  this  knowledge  will  be  more 
wisely  directed  if  the  teacher  and  pupil  have  some  definite  object  in 
view.  It  is  generally  understood  that  the  ultimate  outgrowth  of  the 
movement  is  to  be  the  publication  of  a  book  "The  Native  Trees  of 
York  County."  This  work  will  give  the  history,  growth  and  uses  of 
every  native  tree,  with  photographs  and  key  which  will  enable  any 
one  to  recognize  a  tree  and  name  it. 

Teachers  and  pupils  will  be  encouraged  to  write  essays  of  not  less 
than  500  nor  more  than  1,500  words,  and  cash  prizes  have  been  offered 
for  the  best  essays  on  many  of  our  native  trees. 

In  harmony  with  and  closely  related  to  the  study  of  trees  and  the 
beautifying  of  school  and  home  grounds  is  the  writing  of  historical 
sketches  of  every  school,  and  associated  with  the  school  the  men  and 
women  of  note  who  when  boys  and  girls  were  pupils. 

The  object  of  publishing  a  book  on  this  subject  is  to  get  it  before 
the  pupil  and  parent  in  permanent  form,  so  that  new  interest  may  be 
aroused  in  the  old  homestead  or  the  little  country  home.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  the  boy  or  girl  may  not  be  lured  tc  the  cities,  but  encouraged 
and  made  happy  because  of  the  beautiful  surroundings  at  home.  Once 
they  become  interested  in  "growing  things,"  the  boy  or  girl  will  be 
quick  to  see  the  wonderful  possibilities  which  lie  hidden  in  the  old 
farm,  and  with  the  free  instruction  offered  by  the  state  on  subjects  of 
fruit  growing  and  varied  phases  of  intensive  farming,  let  us  hope  the 
great  influx  to  the  cities  may  be  checked,  and  the  sweet  and  happy 
life  in  the  country  lived  to  the  fullest  extent. 

Mount  Wolf  School  Building. 

A  new  school  building  was  erected  at  Mount  Wolf  at  an  approxi- 
mate cost  of  |14,000.  The  structure  has  four  rooms,  two  on  each 
floor,  in  addition  to  two  large  play  rooms  in  the  basement  for  boys 
and  girls,  each  school  room  is  25x32  feet  in  dimensions,  with  a  six 
foot  cloak  room  the  entire  width. 

The  equipments  of  the  building  include  fire  escapes,  to  which 
doors  lead  from  each  room,  electric  lights,  adjustable  desks  and 
chairs,  steam  heating  system,  electric  fan  and  air  chambers.  The 
woodwork  is  chestnut,  while  the  flooring  is  of  Alabama  pine.  Hand- 
some and  well  built  five  foot  stairways  on  each  side  of  the  hall  lead 
to  a  drop  floor.  On  this  floor  is  located  the  directors'  and-principal's 
room.  The  building  is  located  on  a  plot  of  ground  150x200  feet.  The 
play  ground  has  been  carefully  graded  and  is  covered  with  crushed 
stone. 
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Mt.  Rose  Ave.  School  Building,  Spring  Garden  Township. 

The  exterior  design  of  the  building  is  of  the  prevailing  style  for 
school  buildings,  giving  the  required  amount  of  window  glass  surface 
to  the  floor  space  of  each  school  room.  It  is  of  dark  blue  limestone 
from  the  basement  walls  from  the  grade  up  to  the  level  of  the  main 
floor,  and  of  dark  red  bricks  from  there  to  the  top  of  building.  All 
window  sills  and  trimmings  are  of  natural  stone.  The  building  is 
planned  on  the  interior,  and  designed  on  the  exterior,  and  also  all 
construction  so  made  at  this  time,  to  allow  for  the  addition  of  a  future 
second  story. 

The  basement  will  contain  a  large  play  room  for  the  girls,  and  two 
play  rooms  for  the  boys,  one  of  which  has  been  made  large  enough 
for  basket  ball  games  with  spaces  for  the  spectators  screened  off  from 
the  room  itself.  Boys  and  girls  toilet  rooms  are  located  in  the  base- 
ment. These  are  large  enough  for  the  additional  scholars  from  the 
future  second  story.  The  plumbing  fixtures  will  be  of  the  highest 
grade,  individual  closets  will  be  used,  each  being  set  in  a  separate 
stall,  the  partitions  of  which  will  be  slate,  thus  making  everything 
sanitary.  Heating  apparatus  room  and  coal  storage  space  are  in  the 
basement,  together  with  a  large  closet  for  surplus  supplies,  or  jani- 
tor's use. 

All  stairways  and  landing  platforms  of  same,  will  be  strictly  fire- 
proof. All  doors,  both  interior  and  exterior,  will  open  outward  and 
all  exterior  doors  will  be  equipped  with  panic  bolts  that  can  never  be 
locked  from  the  inside. 

The  main  floor  will  contain  a  large  hall,  four  rooms  and  four  cloak 
rooms,  the  latter  being  well  supplied  with  two  rows  of  hooks,  and  a 
shelf  all  round  the  walls.  All  wood  work  will  be  of  oak,  and  each 
school  room  will  have  a  large  book  case  with  glass  doors.  Slate  black 
boards  are  on  two  sides  of  each  room.  The  entire  building  will  be 
lighted  by  electricity. 
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REPORTS  OF  DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS 


ABINGTON  TOWNSHIP.  (Montgomery  County  (—Edward  S.  Ling. 


Increase  in  enrollment  amount  to  about  100,  half  of  this  in  high 
school.  Two  additional  teachers  were  employed,  one  each  in  high 
school  and  elementary,  and  one-half  mill  was  added  to  the  tax  rate, 
making  it  7  mills.  These  are  the  outstanding  facts  as  to  growth.  It 
amounts  to  about  8%  in  both  population  and  cost  of  education. 

Employment  of  child  labor  has  practically  ceased  in  the  district. 
There  are  ouly  two  or  three  certificates  in  force.  Continuation  school 
is  therefore  not  called  for.  The  greater  difficulty  in  getting  employ- 
ment certificates  has  decreased  the  demaud.  It  has  also  increased  the 
temptation  to  irregular  employment,  i.  e.  without  certificates,  out- 
side school  hours  and  during  summer  vacation. 

Pressing  problems  in  the  district  are  transportation  to  high  school 
and  advances  in  teachers'  salaries.  Parents  in  the  outer  portions  of 
the  district  are  urging  the  former.  The  directors  figure  on  an  expense 
for  this  item  in  advance  of  |3,000  and  have  postponed  action  on  this 
account.  Difficulty  of  access  to  the  school  may  keep  away  some  who 
otherwise  would  come.  A  number  of  students  travel  to  near  the 
three-mile  limit. 

Teachers'  salaries  were  advanced  in  a  number  of  positions  without 
any  clearly  developed  plan.  A  salary  schedule  is  being  considered 
and  seems  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  a  proper 
school  spirit.    The  advance  in  living  cost  makes  this  a  vital  question. 

An  extension  to  the  present  high  school  plant  cannot  long  be  post- 
poned. The  building  provides  class  rooms  for  academic  subjects,  a 
fine  gymnasium  and  a  large  auditorium.  It  contains  no  laboratories 
for  science  and  manual  subjects,  and  not  adequate  room  for  the 
rapidly  growing  commercial  department.  An  additional  teacher 
will  be  employed  next  year  and  classroom  space  will  be  at  a  premium. 
Very  few  non-resident  pupils  are  in  attendance  now,  but  this  condi- 
tion will  not  last  long,  as  applications  are  being  received  from  neigh- 
boring districts. 

The  high  school  lunch  counter  was  placed  on  a  self-sustaining  basis 
during  the  year.  The  equipment  cost  was  met  by  an  appropriation 
from  the  district  funds,  except  for  a  small  part  by  the  Abington  Home 


(169) 


I/O  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.   Doe. 

and  School  Association.  The  Board  employed  a  woman  to  manage 
the  lunchroom,  whose  salary  and  all  other  necessary  expenses  have 
been  paid  from  the  profits  of  the  room. 

The  Weldon  Home  and  School  Association  provided  $100  for  the 
extension  and  maintenance  of  the  school  library.  They  kept  it  in 
circulation  during  the  summer  by  one  of  their  committees. 

The  North  Glenside  Association  furnished  pictures  and  music 
records  to  that  school.  A  May  Day  festival  of  play  was  carried  into 
effect  by  this  school  with  the  help  and  cooperation  of  the  parents 
which  was  unusual  in  its  good  effects. 

Arbor  and  Bird  Dny  was  observed  by  all  the  schools  with  enthus- 
iasm. The  tree-planting  exercises  were  witnessed  by  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  school  board.  Lectures  on  birds,  some  of  which 
were  illustrated  by  lantern  slides,  were  given. 

A  beautiful  velour  curtain  was  placed  in  the  high  school  auditorium 
by  the  joint  action  of  high  school  students,  alumni,  Abington  Home 
and  School  Association  and  an  appropriation  from  the  school  board. 

The  grounds  at  Weldon,  McKinley  and  Abington  schools  were 
graded  and  seeded  to  grass  at  an  expense  of  more  than  $1,500.  They 
are  now  in  excellent  condition.  An  addition  to  the  North  Glenside 
grounds  was  purchased  for  $500. 

A  piano  was  placed  in  the  Willow  Grove  Heights  school.  This 
school  has  increased  rapidly  in  numbers.  More  than  half  the  pupils 
belong  to  the  Negro  race. 

Teachers  studied  and  discussed  Bagley's  "School  Discipline."  It 
was  fruitful. 

Penmanship  received  added  attention  with  good  results. 

Schools  were  tested  with  the  Ayres  Spelling  list.  Some  surpassed, 
some  fell  below  this  standard.  The  average  was  good  but  not  phenom- 
enal. 

All  Abington  teachers  attended  the  Institute  at  Norristown,  which 
was  of  a  high  standard. 

High  school  graduated  27,  eleven  boys  and  sixteen  girls. 

Sixty  eight  were  admitted  to  high  school. 

Medical  inspection  of  schools  was  maintained.  Tt  bears  fruit,  but 
a  method  is  sought  of  folloAving  up  the  inspector's  work. 

Several  factors  hold  out  promise  of  additional  advancement  for  the 
coming  year.  The  conformation  of  the  district  makes  a  trial  of  the 
Junior  High  school  plan  difficult,  but  we  are  heading  that  way. 
Supervision  will  be  more  thorough  than  before  and  a  scientific  testing 
of  all  the  work  of  the  schools  will  be  undertaken.  Our  thoughts  are 
turned  toward  the  future. 
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ALTOONA— H.  H.  Baish. 


1  desire  to  submit  the  following  annual  report  of  the  Altoona 
schools  for  the  school  year  ending  June  30,  1916. 

There  were  9,236  pupils  enrolled  in  the  Altoona  schools  during  the 
year.  This  is  an  increase  of  634  over  the  preceding  year  when  there 
were  8,602  pupils  enrolled.  The  average  percentage  of  attendance 
for  the  term  was  97,  the  highest  in  the  history  of  the  schools.  Thirty- 
four  male  teachers  were  employed  and  225  female,  a  total  increase 
of  11  over  the  preceding  term.  The  average  monthly  salary  of  the 
male  teachers  was  f  126.38  and  of  the  female  $69.00.  The  new  salary 
schedule  that  was  recently  adopted  by  the  Altoona  School  Board 
will  show  a  substantial  increase  in  the  salaries  of  the  Altoona  teach- 
ers next  term. 

During  the  year  two  of  the  oldest  school  buildings  in  the  city, 
the  Webster  and  Franklin,  were  remodeled  and  greatly  improved. 
Two  rooms  were  added  to  the  Fairview  building  and  a  number  of 
minor  improvements  were  made  in  other  buildings.  During  the 
past  five  years  more  than  $100,000  have  been  spent  in  repairing  and 
remodeling  the  Altoona  school  buildings  and  when  the  repairs  that 
are  planned  for  this  summer  are  completed  our  school  property  will 
be  in  first-class  condition. 

The  evening  school  opened  for  the  term  of  1915-16  on  Monday 
evening,  October  11.  Nine  hundred  fifty-nine  students  enrolled  the 
first  evening.  The  sessions  were  held  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Friday  evenings  from  7.30  to  9.45  o'clock.  After  being  in  session 
eighty  evenings,  the  school  closed  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  19. 
Thirty-four  different  subjects  were  taught  and  forty-four  teachers 
employed.     The  total  enrollment  in  all  classes  was  2,164. 

Following  is  a  complete  statistical  report  of  the  evening  school: 


Subject. 


Arithmetic 

Eng.   Gram,   and   Cora 

Spelling    and   penmanship, 

Algebra,    1st   year 

Algebra,    2nd  year 

Geometry 

IliL'h  school,   2nd  year  Eng., 

English    literature 

Public    speaking 

Latin,    

German,    1 

German,     2 

German,     3 

French , 


M. 

F. 

T. 

119 

58 

171 

62 

67 

129 

80 

56 

136 

16 

9 

25 

13 

13 

26 

7 

10 

17 

12 

3 

15 

4 

11 

15 

1? 

10 

28 

1 

13 

20 

44 

43 

87 

f 

9 

17 

6 

3 

9 

4 

13 

17 

Average 

Attendanc 

8. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

80 

42 

122 

18 

17 

35 

29 

20 

49 

4 

3 

7 

5 

4 

9 

4 

5 

9 

1 

2 

9 

2 

7 

9 

4 

3 

7 

4 

6 

10 

14 

14 

28 

4 

6 

9 

3 

3 

6 

2 

10 

12 

Per  cent. 
Attendance, 


M. 

F. 

T. 

79 

75 

77 

71' 

71 

73 

85 

83 

84 

52 

51 

52 

62 

42 

52 

79 

77 

78 

83 

84 

84 

89 

80 

84 

75 

76 

76 

64 

69 

67 

"86 

"95 

"96 

81 

88 

86 
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Subject. 


Spanish 

History   of   art 

Chemistry 

Chemistry    Lab 

Physics,    

Mechanics,    

Stenography 

Typewriting 

Bookkeeping 

Salesmanship 

Agriculture 

Freehand    drawing 

Mechanical  drawing 

Wood    turning 

Sheet    metal    drafting,     

Machine  shop  practice,    

Dressma  king 

Millinery 

Domestic    science 

Beginners   American   citizenship, 
Adv.    American   citizenship,    ... 

"Total 


M. 

F. 

T. 

12 

22 

34 

7 

14 

21 

17 

6 

23 

11 

3 

14 

6 

8 

14 

18 

0 

18 

45 

83 

128 

42 

93 

135 

28 

78 

106 

29 

2 

31 

28 

1 

29 

7 

8 

15 

72 

0 

72 

7 

13 

20 

37 

0 

37 

64 

0 

61 

0 

339 

3:19 

0 

102 

102 

0 

80 

80 

114 

2S 

142 

22 

0 

22 

966 

1.198 

2,164 

Average 
Attendance. 


M. 

F. 

T. 

5 

13 

18 

4 

10 

14 

7 

3 

10 

7 

5 

12 

3 

4 

7 

8 

0 

8 

16 

30 

46 

11 

35 

46 

9 

24 

33 

13 

1 

14 

18 

1 

19 

5 

3 

8 

26 

0 

26 

3 

9 

12 

14 

0 

14 

44 

0 

44 

0 

218 

218 

0 

31 

31 

0 

51 

bl 

44 

16 

60 

13 

0 

13 

130 

595 

1, 02C 

Per  cent. 
Attendance. 


M. 

F. 

T. 

83 

90 

86 

86 

90 

88 

86 

83 

85 

68 

77 

75 

91 

92 

91 

SI 

81 

71 

75 

73 

72 

75 

74 

74 

71 

72 

89 

85 

87 

73 

78 

75 

77 

83 

n 

80 

80 

67 

69 

68 

70 

70 

78 

78 

77 

77 

71 

71 

83 

83 

88 

SS 

88 

85 

85 

77 

78 

78 

In  compliance  with  the  new  Child  Labor  Act  the  first  continua- 
tion school  in  Altoona  was  opened  on  Monday,  January  3,  1010.  Two 
regular  teachers  were  employed  and  part  of  the  time  of  two  addi- 
tional teachers  was  required  to  teach  the  domestic  science  and  shop 
work.  While  the  day  continuation  school  was  a  new  experiment 
in  Altoona,  we  have  good  reason  to  be  encouraged  with  the  rseults 
that  were  secured.  Employers  of  child  labor  here  manifested  a  will- 
ingness to  co-operate  in  the  arrangement  of  the  school  schedule  and 
there  was  thus  little  difficulty  in  meeting  the  requirements  of  the 
law.  Two  hundred  thirty-five  different  pupils  were  enrolled  during 
the  term,  representing  twenty-two  different  occupations. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Altoona  School  Di- 
rectors at  a  special  meeting  on  Monday,  June  12,  1916: 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  School  Directors  of  Altoona: 

1.  Create  a  department  of  public  recreation  as  one  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  public  schools. 

The  object  of  this  department  will  be  to  provide  physical  develop- 
ment, mental  development  and  character  building  recreation  for  the 
children,  youths  and  adults  of  Altoona. 

2.  Appropriate  a  minimum  of  $50.00  a  month  for  the  morning, 
afternoon  and  evening  supervision  this  summer  of  each  playground 
that  has  already  been  established  in  Altoona,  or  shall  be  established; 
provided  the  location  of  each  playground  meets  with  the  approval 
of  this  Board;  and  further  that  each  local  community  furnish  per- 
manent equipment  of  a  minimum  value  of  $150  and  provide  a  mini- 
mum of  $50.00  annually  for  perishable  supplies. 
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3.  Appropriate  a  minimum  of  f  15.00  a  month  for  the  nine  months 
of  school  term  for  each  of  the  fifteen  public  school  sub-districts  with 
which  to  employ  directors  for  afternoon  and  Saturday  playgrounds, 
skating  areas,  coasting  places  and  social  center  activities  in  public 
schools. 

4.  Direct  the  superintendent  of  schools  to  canvass  the  field  for  a 
capable,  trained  director  of  public  recreation  and  submit  nominations 
to  this  Board. 

5.  The  public  recreation  work  be  correlated  with  the  physical 
education  of  the  schools  in  such  manner  as  to  make  for  the  great- 
est efficiency  of  both. 


ALLENTOWN— C.  F.  Seidel,  Assistant  Superintendent. 


With  regret  do  we  report  that  the  public  school  system  lost  its 
esteemed,  distinguished  and  long-time  superintendent.  Francis  I). 
Raub,  who  died  on  April  the  fourth.  His  death  was  a  blow  and  a 
loss  to  his  many  friends  in  the  educational  world  and  likewise  to  the 
community.  He  held  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  pupils,  the 
teachers  and  the  community.  Tn  giving  the  best  years  of  his  life  in 
serving  the  public  schools,  he  labored  on  with  patience,  persistence 
and  hopefulness.  In  his  death  the  city  lost  a  friend,  an  educator  and 
a  man. 

The  endeavor  to  educate  all  the  children  of  all  the  people  forms 
the  largest  and  most  important  enterpri.se  in  which  the  city  is 
engaged.  During  the  school  year  the  lack  of  adequate  accommoda- 
tions interfered  with  the  progress  of  the  individual  child.  The  over- 
crowding that  existed  in  the  elementary  grades  and  the  high  school 
made  the  work  difficult  and  in  time  tells  adversely  on  the  attain- 
ment and  training  of  the  children.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that 
the  high  school  will  find  relief  in  its  new  building  while  the  grades 
will  be  relieved  by  utilizing  the  rooms  formerly  occupied  by  the 
high  school.  The  board  endeavors  to  limit  the  number  of  pupils  per 
grade  teacher  to  forty.    This  is  commendable. 

For  the  purpose  of  improving  the  health  of  our  children  so  that 
the  mind  can  work  more  freely  through  its  physical  basis  the  dis- 
trict employs  two  medical  inspectors  and  two  nurses  and  maintains 
an  open  air  school  and  a  school  for  defectives.  Children  in  the  regu- 
lar grades  are  Tendered  more  capable  of  advancing  in  their  studies. 
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In  the  open  air  school  thirty  eight  of  the  sixty-two  will  return  to 
their  regular  grades  in  the  fall.  This  work  merits  praise  for  those 
in  charge.  An  epidemic  of  measles  during  February  and  March  in- 
terfered considerably  with  the  attendance  and  likewise  with  the 
regular  work  of  most  of  the  schools.  A  free  dental  clinic  was  main- 
tained during  the  past  year,  the  dentists  rendering  free  service  and 
the  board  providing  the  room  and  appliances.  For  the  coming  term 
the  board  has  already  employed  a  dentist  to  take  charge  of  the 
clinic.  The  new  Child  Labor  Act  enables  us  to  have  defects  corrected 
or  improved  before  granting  certificates  to  minors  seeking  employ- 
ment. This  feature  of  the  law  caring  for  the  physical  welfare  of  the 
children  and  promoting  physical  preparedness  is  without  doubt  one 
of  the  best  pieces  of  legislation  of  its  kind  ever  enacted  in  this 
State. 

The  work  of  our  school  for  defectives  has  been  carried  on  with 
marked  success.  Even  though  the  pupils  were  unable  to  make  nor- 
mal progress  yet  they  enjoyed  their  work  and  received  such  train- 
ing as  will  better  equip  them  for  earning  a  livelihood.  We  regret 
that  there  are  many  others  in  our  schools  who  because  of  physical 
or  mental  defects  do  not  fit  in  their  classes  and  should  attend  special 
schools.  Let  us  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  off  when  the  public 
schools  will  care  for  the  blind,  the  deaf,  the  crippled  and  various 
other  types  by  giving  them  the  particular  kind  of  instruction  needed 
instead  of  allowing  these  unfortunates  to  grow  up  in  ignorance  later 
to  become  public  charges  and  a  burden  to  the  community. 

The  dedication  of  our  new  high  school  building  marks  the  begin- 
ning of  a  new  epoch  in  the  educational  history  of  Allentown.  The 
completion  of  this  well  constructed,  fully  equipped  and  modern 
building  makes  possible  the  organization  of  our  schools  on  the  six- 
two-four  plan,  inauguration  of  which  the  board  recently  authorized, 
to  begin  with  the  opening  of  schools  in  the  fall.  With  the  organiza- 
tion of  our  schools  on  this  plan  and  with  the  introduction  of  indus- 
trial and  domestic  arts  courses  and  departmental  teaching  in  the 
seventh  and  eighth  grades  we  expect  good  and  better  things  educa- 
tionally for  the  children  of  this  city. 

Seven  continuation  schools,  in  accordance  with  the  new  Child 
Labor  Act,  were  opened  since  January  the  first.  We  tried  to  or- 
ganize the  courses  of  study  to  meet  as  nearly  as  possible  the  ability 
and  needs  of  pupils  working  in  the  various  industries.  In  the  short 
evolutionary  period  of  these  schools  we  have  been  able  to  learn  a  few 
lessons  which  will  be  helpful  in  organizing  the  work  for  the  coming 
term.  Instead  of  having  one  teacher  to  a  group  we  contemplate  de- 
partmental teaching,  which  we  have  found. very  successful.  At  the 
close  of  the  term  we  had  enrolled  724  pupils.     We  endeavor  to  give 
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such  instruction  as  will  make  better  boys  and  girls,  more  obedient, 
with  greater  respect  for  law  and  with  a  desire  to  render  service  to 
the  home,  to  industry  and  to  the  community.  We  are  glad  to  re- 
port that  through  the  co-operation  of  the  employers  we  experienced 
very  little  trouble  and  the  boys  and  girls  are  beginning  to  appreci- 
ate what  the  State  is  endeavoring  to  do  for  them. 

The  parent-teacher  organizations,  the  Social  Center,  and  the  Play- 
ground Associations,  in  arousing  interest,  in  creating  public  opinion, 
and  in  encouraging  and  stimulating  individuals  ami  agencies,  have 
been  rendering  invaluable  services  to  the  community.  The  citizens 
are  taking  more  pride  in  improving  conditions  and  in  securing  for 
our  children  the  best  educational  advantages  obtainable.  We  recog- 
nize the  value  of  these  organizations  and  encourage  them  in  their 
meritorious  work. 

In  closing  we  wish  to  thank  the  State  Department  for  the  many 
courteous  and  helpful  considerations  accorded  us  during  the  year. 


AMBRIDGE— Burdette  S.  Bayle. 


The  most  startling  thing  about  our  school  system  is  its  rapid 
growth.  The  census  of  11)10  gives  Ambridge  a  population  of  5,200. 
This  spring  our  municipal  water  commission  made  a  house  to  house 
count  and  discovered  that  we  now  have  a  population  of  over  9,000. 
In  the  school  year  1910-11,  we  had  2G  teachers.  We  have  under  con- 
tract for  the  coming  year  exactly  twice  that  number.  In  the  last 
seven  years  the  district  has  completed  two  grade  buildings,  one  of 
ten  rooms  and  one  of  eight,  and  built  a  large  high  school  which  con- 
tains 15  class  rooms,  auditorium,  gymnasium  and  offices.  Our  total 
enrollment  for  the  present  year  was  1,705. 

The  second  year's  experience  with  the  junior  high  school  has  con- 
vinced us  that  this  scheme  of  organization  is  a  decided  improvement 
over  the  84  plan.  At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  we  attempted 
to  do  away  with  the  name,  junior  high  school,  and  designated  all 
of  the  six  upper  grades  as  the  high  school.  Our  object  in  this  was 
to  so  closely  amalgamate  these  years  that  there  would  not  be  any 
suggestion  of  a  break.  We  also  dropped  the  names,  seventh  and 
eighth  grades,  and  substituted  preparatory  and  sub-freshman  year. 
We  have  found  it  a  little  hard  to  forget  the  old  names  and  always 
use  the  new,  but  believe  that  if  we  persist  for  a  few  years  the  amal- 
12 
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garuation  will  become  completed.  With  the  continuation  of  the  6-6 
plan  we  have  found  that  there  has  been  a  higher  grade  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  seventh  and  eighth  years,  that  the  pupils  have  shown  in- 
creased interest,  and  that  fewer  pupils  have  dropped  out. 

In  the  other  grades  of  the  high  school  we  have  made  but  little 
change.  While  our  numbers  have  not  increased  so  rapidly  as  they 
should  in  comparison  with  the  increase  in  the  grades,  the  spirit  and 
interest  have  at  all  times  been  healthful  and  gratifying.  We  have 
a  strong  corps  of  teachers  for  these  classes  and  the  thorough,  con- 
scientious work  which  they  are  doing  will  make  a  splendid  founda- 
tion for  the  greater  high  school  which  we  are  bound  to  have  within 
a  very  few  years.  It  is  the  regret  of  the  board  of  directors  and  my- 
self that  thus  far  we  have  been  unable  to  add  domestic  science  and 
manu.nl  training  to  our  course,  but  we  hope  to  do  this  within  the  next 
two  years. 

The  athletics  are  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  board  and  we 
are  endeavoring  to  extend  their  benefits  to  all  the  pupils  rather  than 
to  a  select  few. 

We  fry  to  give  attention  to  the  social  side  of  the  high  school 
student's  life  ns  well  as  the  intellectual.  During  the  year  a  number 
of  very  pleasing  social  functions  were  held  and  several  entertain- 
ments given.  As  the  result  of  the  latter  a  victrola  and  modern 
stereoptican  lantern  were  added  to  our  high  school  equipment. 

We  have  adopted  n  plan  of  keeping  in  close  touch  with  our  gradu- 
ates who  are  in  higher  institutions  and  almost  without  exception 
their  work  is  highly  creditable  to  the  school  which  gave  them  their 
preparation. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  our  teaching  force  was  increased  by  five  at 
the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  we  suffered  less  from  overcrowd- 
ing than  formerly.  This  has  made  the  work  more  pleasing  and  sat- 
isfactory in  many  ways  and  as  a  result  the  efficiency  has  been 
greater. 

One  plan  wrhich  proved  very  helpful  was  that  of  having  a  substi- 
tute teacher  take  charge  of  a  room  for  a  half  day  while  the  regular 
teacher  visited  two  other  rooms  of  the  same  grade  as  her  own.  After 
all  the  teachers  of  a  certain  grade  had  visited  each  other,  a  grade 
meeting  was  called  at  which  notes  were  compared  and  points  of 
difference  discussed  in  a  frank  and  friendly  manner. 

During  the  week  of  April  10th  each  grade  building  had  its  "An- 
nual Exhibit  and  Parents'  Day''  on  a  different  afternoon  and  even- 
ing. The  citizens  turned  out  in  large  numbers  and  seemed  to  be 
highly  pleased  both  with  the  exhibit  and  the  demonstration  of 
school  work  which  they  observed. 

On  March  17th  an  operetta  was  given  by  grade  pupils  under  the 
supervision  of  the  special   music   teacher.     This   performance   was 
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highly  successful  in  every  way,  giving  the  citizens  an  opportunity 
to  observe  the  progress  which  had  been  made  in  the  music  work,  and 
adding  about  $80.00  to  our  special  school  fund.  This  money  was 
used  toward  the  purchase  of  a  mimeograph  and  niimeoscope. 

A  large  portion  of  Harmony  township  adjacent  to  the  borough  in- 
cluding the  township's  new  eight  room  brick  school  building  has 
been  annexed.  This,  however,  will  not  affect  our  school  organiza- 
tion in  any  way,  as  we  have  for  the  past  four  years  been  running 
the  schools  of  the  two  districts  as  one  system  under  a  special  con- 
tract. 

The  greatest  thing  that  we  have  accomplished  during  the  current 
school  year,  outside  of  the  routine,  is  the  introduction  of  a  plan 
for  school  savings.  After  making  careful  study  of  the  various  sys- 
tems in  use  throughout  the  country  we  have  adopted  a  plan  which 
includes  the  best  points  of  several  systems  and  a  few  that  are  dif- 
ferent from  any  of  the  others  which  we  have  examined.  Our  main 
purpose  was  to  make  the  scheme  as  effective  as  possible  with  the 
least  possible  work  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and  officials.  The 
equipment  consists  of  four  special  blanks — a  monthly  blank  for  the 
teacher  with  a  column  for  each  day  and  for  totals*  a  3x5  card  for 
each  pupil  containing  a  blank  space  for  his  name  and  MM)  squares; 
a  request  card  for  a  deposit  order;  nrn\  f<\  special  deposit  order  in 
the  form  of  a  check  (furnished  by  the  bank).  We  insist  on  the 
teachers  receiving  money  at  any  and  all  times.  In  order  to  facilitate 
this  each  teacher  is  furnished  with  a  supply  of  small  envelopes.  A 
pupil  wishing  to  make  a  deposit  takes  an  envelope  from  the  teacher's 
desk  as  he  enters  the  room,  places  therein  his  card  and  money  and 
hands  it  to  the  teacher.  The  teacher  makes  the  proper  entry  on  her 
monthly  sheet  and  the  pupil's  card  at  her  leisure  and  returns  the 
card  to  the  pupil.  The  teacher  checks  her  money  each  evening  and 
places  it  with  her  personal  funds.  Whenever  a  pupil's  deposit 
amounts  to  $1.00  the  teacher  sends  a  request  card  to  the  office  for  a 
deposit  order.  The  deposit  order  is  signed  by  the  superintendent 
as  treasurer  and  by  his  secretary  as  cashier.  It  is  the  same  as  a 
check,  but  is  so  worded  that  the  pupil  cannot  secure  the  cash.  lie 
must  deposit  it  in  a  savings  account  in  some  bank  or  postoffice.  At 
the  end  of  the  month  the  teacher  sends  to  the  office  the  monthly 
sheet  together  with  her  personal  check  for  the  total  amount  of  de- 
posits. 

During  the  year  a  grade  meeting  was  held  in  the  superintendent's 
office  once  each  week,  and  several  general  meetings  were  held. 

A  number  of  the  teachers  enrolled  in  the  State  association  and 
many  attended  educational  meetings  in  Pittsburgh  and  other  places. 
Beside  attending  many  other  meetings,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being 

12— 6—1 910 


178  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.   Doc. 

present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Department  of  Superintendence  in  De- 
troit in  February.  I  gave  a  report  of  this  meeting  at  a  joint  meet- 
ing of  teachers  and  directors. 

Our  plans  for  the  coming  year  include  a  special  teacher  for  music 
and  another  for  drawing  instead  of  one  for  the  both  as  formerly. 
The  grade  music  supervisor  will  have  charge  of  the  high  school 
music,  and  the  art  supervisor  will  have  special  high  school  classes. 
We  have  also  arranged  for  special  supervision  in  writing. 

In  order  to  take  care  of  our  increased  school  population  four  addi- 
tional rooms  are  being  finished  in  the  high  school  building  to  be  oc- 
cupied by  sixth  grades. 

The  Board  of  School  Directors  are  already  looking  for  a  site  and 
making  plans  for  an  additional  grade  building,  which  will  have  to 
be  ready  for  occupancy  by  September,  1917. 


ARCHBALD— W.  A.  Kelly. 


The  term  of  1915-16  consisted  of  180  days  and  closed  with  very 
appropriate  exercises  in  the  Parochial  Hall.  The  work  of  the  teach- 
ers in  all  grades  was  consistent  and  showed  a  continual  preparation 
for  their  respective  required  duties.  Four  teachers'  meetings  were 
held  during  the  term.  Individual  advice  and  instruction  was  freely 
given  by  the  superintendent.  The  continuation  school  is  to  be 
abandoned  on  account  of  Companies  not  going  to  employ  any  boy 
or  girl  under  sixteen.  The  tendency  to  send  boys  and  girls  to  work 
as  soon  as  they  attain  the  required  age  is  disappearing  as  is  evident 
by  the  increased  high  school  enrollment.  The  high  school  attend- 
ance has  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  the  Board  has  found  it 
necessary  to  add  another  teacher  to  the  force.  Although  we  have 
but  eight  graduates  this  year,  the  class  of  1917  contains  19  mem- 
bers, while  the  first  year  class  comprises  32  members.  The  people 
of  the  borough  have  realized  the  advantage  of  a  well  grounded  high 
school  course  and  our  future  prospects  are  very  bright.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  high  school  faculty  are  working  faithfully  to  make  this 
department  second  to  none  in  the  State. 

Total  enrollment  for  term,  1,504;  percentage  of  attendance  for 
term,  80. 
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ASHLAND— T.  E.  Garber. 


We  closed  a  nine-month  term  on  Tuesday,  .Tune  6.  High  school 
commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  Temple  Theatre  on  the 
evening  of  the  closing  day  when  fifteen  young  ladies  and  five  young 
men  were  granted  their  diplomas.  Six  of  the  young  ladies  gradu- 
ated in  the  commercial  department,  while  all  the  rest  finished  the 
classical  course.  About  twelve  will  enter  higher  institutions  of 
learning  in  September.  One  of  the  commercial  graduates  is  attend- 
ing a  summer  school  in  business  education. 

An  effort  is  made  to  show  the  public  at  the  commencement  exer- 
cises some  of  the  actual  work  of  the  school.  This  year  the  commer- 
cial department  showed  how  a  victrola  may  be  used  in  connection 
with  typewriting  to  secure  evenness  and  lightness  of  touch,  as  well 
as  to  increase  the  speed.  The  public  was  shown  how  the  use  of 
the  victrola  increased  the  speed  from  fifty  to  sixty  words  a  minute 
at  the  beginning  of  the  term  in  familiar  matter  to  eighty-five  to  a 
hundred  words  per  minute  at  the  end  of  the  term.  Each  pupil  while 
listening  to  the  music  to  secure  the  time  and  watching  manuscript 
for  the  words,  recited  at  the  same  time  one  stanza  of  the  Psalm  of 
Life.  Ability  to  take  shorthand  and  transcribe  new  material  was 
also  shown. 

That  part  of  the  program  which  did  not  consist  in  demonstrating 
the  actual  work  of  the  school  had  more  of  the  nature  of  so-called 
class  day  exercises  than  of  commencement.  An  effort  is  made  to 
permit  each  member  of  the  class  to  take  some  part  in  these  exercises. 
The  people  of  Ashland  seem  to  appreciate  a  program  consisting  of 
the  work  of  the  pupils  more  than  they  do  contributions  from  adults. 
The  class  appeared  in  cap  and  gown  at  both  the  commencement  and 
baccalaureate  exercises. 

The  number  of  pupils  who  will  enter  the  high  school  next  year 
will  be  about  fifty-four.  Thirty-two  of  these  have  signified  their  in- 
tention of  taking  the  commercial  course  and  twenty-two  the  classi- 
cal. This  is  reversing  the  proportions  of  last  year  when  the  larger 
number  elected  the  classical  course.  Usually  all  who  pass  the 
eighth  grade  work  enter  the  high  school.  But  last  year  we  lost 
about  twenty-five  per  cent,  during  the  first  year  in  the  high  school. 
The  enrollment  for  next  year  will  be  about  one  hundred  and  sixty. 

Our  curriculum  makes  ample  provision  for  those  who  wish  to  en- 
ter college,  or  normal  school,  or  business,  but  does  not  seem  to 
provide  the  required  preparation  for  those  who  expect  to  follow  other 
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vocations.  Ashland  is  an  industrial  community  and  therefore  seems 
to  need  an  industrial  course  more  than  anything  else.  We  are  there- 
fore considering  the  advisability  of  introducing  manual  training.  The 
only  objection  seems  to  be  the  added  expense  and  the  possible  neces- 
sity of  an  increased  tax  rate.  At  this  date  a  committee  from  the 
Board  have  the  matter  under  consideration  and  the  result  of  its 
investigation  is  looked  for  with  much  interest. 

The  plan  of  employing  an  outside  supervisor  of  drawing  intro- 
duced several  years  ago  to  meet  with  our  teachers  once  in  every  three 
weeks  to  map  out  the  work  for  the  school  has  met  with  universal 
satisfaction  and  is  being  continued. 

The  results  of  the  work  in  drawing  is  an  added  feature  on  Patrons' 
Day.  On  this  occasion,  the  regular  work  of  the  school  is  shown, 
including  regular  class  work  and  the  accumulated  paper  work  in 
drawing,  penmanship,  industrial  work,  composition,  and  all  the  other 
written  work  of  the  school.    These  days  are  popular  with  us. 

Since  the  Bennett-Lester  Publishing  Company,  whose  system  of 
penmanship  we  introduced  two  years  ago,  offered  a  free  correspond- 
ence course  for  our  teachers,  and  since  all  of  our  grade  teachers  and 
a  commercial  teacher  took  advantage  of  this  course,  little  time  was 
spent  in  teachers'  meetings  during  this  year.  A  great  deal  of  help 
was  derived  from  this  course.  It  improved  the  work  of  the  pupils 
and  increased  the  efficiency  of  our  teachers  generally,  even  in  other 
subjects,  for  it  has  long  ago  been  recognized  that  teachers  who  are 
students  are  more  capable. 

Because  the  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and 
sixteen  who  are  working  is  less  than  twenty,  we  were  formally  ex- 
cused from  introducing  a  continuation  school. 

The  plan  begun  a  few  years  ago  of  permitting  pupils  of  unusual 
ability  to  finish  the  fifth  and  sixth  grade  work  in  one  year  is  working 
out  very  well.  These  two  grades  are  combined  in  one  room  under  one 
teacher  and  pupils  of  this  kind  combine  their  work  so  that  the  work 
of  both  grades  may  be  acceptably  finished  in  one  year.  Tupils  who 
have  been  permitted  to  accomplish  this  are  without  exception  the 
strongest  pupils  of  our  seventh  and  eighth  grades. 

As  evidence  that  our  teachers  are  anxious  to  keep  in  touch  with 
the  best  and  most  recent  developments  in  education,  I  may  state 
that  we  had  a  unanimous  enrollment  in  the  State  Educational  Asso- 
ciation during  the  last  year,  that  all  are  readers  of  educational  pa- 
pers and  professional  books,  and  that  several  are  at  the  present  time 
attending  summer  schools. 

During  the  last  year  our  high  school  published  the  "High  School 
Beporter."  There  were  four  issues  during  the  year.  This  paper  is 
edited  and  published  by  the  pupils  of  the  high  school  assisted  by 
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the  teachers.  The  purpose  of  the  paper  is  to  encourage  writing  for 
publication  and  to  give  the  commercial  pupils  an  opportunity  for 
practical  work  in  business. 

During  the  year  six  plays  were  presented  in  the  high  school  audi- 
torium by  the  pupils  of  this  school.  The  immediate  motive  was  to 
raise  money  to  pay  for  a  victrola  and  records  purchased  by  the  senior 
class  and  formally  presented  to  the  high  school  on  commencement 
day,  and  to  assist  the  athletic  association  to  purchase  uniforms.  But 
the  discipline  gained  in  the  preparation  and  production  has  been  very 
helpful  in  the  general  education  of  the  pupil.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
those  who  are  capable  of  passing  judgment  that  as  a  direct  result  of 
the  power  acquired  through  the  production  of  these  plays  the  com- 
mencement exercises  were  produced  with  an  ease  and  grace  sur- 
passed by  no  former  class.  Much  of  the  costuming  for  these  plays 
was  done  by  the  pupils  themselves. 

The  work  of  the  year  was  made  pleasant  and  profitable  by  the 
splendid  co  operation  of  patrons,  teachers,  and  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, as  well  as  by  help  and  courtesy  of  the  State  Department,  all 
of  which  we  deeply  appreciate. 


BANGOR— J.  W.  Graver. 


Our  school  term  of  nine  months  closed  on  Monday.  May  29.  No 
radical  changes  were  made  during  the  term  but  we  are  satisfied  that 
good  work  was  done  in  every  department  of  our  schools. 

The  enrollment  for  the  past  term  was  the  largest  in  the  history 
of  the  Bangor  schools,  the  total  enrollment  being  1,195.  Of  this  num- 
ber, 177  pupils — 99  boys  and  78  girls  were  in  the  high  school.  The 
attendance  was  again  very  good,  having  reached  an  average  of  97%. 
This  was  due  largely  to  the  absence  of  the  usual  children's  diseases 
and  the  wish  of  the  parents  in  general  to  have  their  children  attend 
regularly. 

The  graduating  class  numbered  24.  A  petition,  signed  by  every 
member  of  the  class,  was  presented  to  the  School  Board,  asking  to  be 
allowed  to  make  a  trip  to  Washington,  D.  C,  where  they  might  see 
the  different  branches  of  our  government  while  in  session  and  in 
active  work.  They  asked  this  to  take  the  place  of  an  elaborate  com- 
mencement. Their  wish  was  granted  and  every  member  of  the  class 
returned  feeling  that  the  time  was  well  spent 
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The  high  school  enrollment  for  next  year  will  be  about  200.  About 
one-half  of  these  pupils  will  select  the  commercial  course.  This  will 
necessitate  an  increase  in  our  teaching  force  and  the  board  has  de- 
cided to  engage  an  extra  teacher  for  the  high  school.  Even  with  an 
additional  teacher,  several  of  the  classes  will  be  quite  large. 

On  account  of  the  crowded  condition  of  many  of  the  rooms  and 
of  the  detriment  to  the  regular  work  in  those  rooms,  we  opened  a 
special  room  for  exceptional  children  and  put  them  under  the  care 
of  an  experienced  teacher.  This  was  soon  found  to  be  a  relief  to 
those  teachers  who  were  now  able  to  give  more  time  to  their  normal 
children.  This  innovation  showed  itself  very  clearly  in  the  number 
of  promotions  at  the  close  of  the  term. 

A  number  of  our  teachers  are  catching  the  habit  of  attending  some 
summer  school  for  the  purpose  of  professional  study  and  self  im- 
provement. These  teachers  always  come  back  to  us  mentally  re- 
freshed and  much  enthused,  and  the  results  can  clearly  be  seen  in 
the  following  term's  work.  We  hope  that  more  of  our  teachers  will 
catch  the  spirit. 

A  local  institute  was  held  in  our  high  school  auditorium  on  Janu- 
ary 6,  for  the  benefit  of  the  teachers  of  the  upper  end  of  the  county 
as  well  as  our  own.  One  of  the  principal  features  of  the  meeting 
was  the  music  furnished  by  an  orchestra  composed  of  teachers  from 
the  different  districts.  Addresses  were  made  by  well-known  educa- 
tors and  so  well  pleased  was  every  one  with  the  results  of  the  meeting 
that  we  hope  to  repeat  it  annually. 

The  greatest  problem  of  the  year  was  the  opening  of  a  continua- 
tion school  as  the  law  requires  for  those  boys  and  girls  between  the 
ages  of  fourteen  and  sixteen  years  who  have  left  school  and  are  now 
working  in  the  mills  and  factories.  When  the  announcement  for 
the  opening  of  the  school  was  made,  we  were  surprised  to  see  117 
boys  and  girls  present  themselves  for  enrollment.  To  accommodate 
the  children  of  our  own  borough  gave  us  no  particular  concern,  but 
since  a  great  majority  of  those  employed  in  the  mills  within  our 
borough  limits  reside  in  adjoining  towns  and  districts,  and  about 
whose  employment  we  knew  nothing,  we  found  we  had  no  room  to 
accommodate  so  large  a  number.  After  due  consideration,  we  de- 
cided to  change  the  time  of  the  sessions  of  the  high  school,  and 
begin  earlier  in  the  morning;  then  after  the  close  of  school  in  the 
afternoon  use  the  auditorium  for  continuation  school  purposes.  We 
planned  to  conduct  this  school  from  3  to  5  P.  M.,  two  hours  a  day 
and  four  days  each  week.  We  adopted  the  departmental  plan  with 
four  of  our  regular  teachers.  Considering  that  the  purpose  of  the 
school  was  for  the  best  interests  of  the  child,  the  plan  worked  out 
remarkably  well.     However,  the  mill  owners  did  not  like  the  plan 


No.  6  BEAVER  FALLS.  183 

and  claimed  that  it  disorganized  their  work.  They  therefore  entered 
complaint  to  the  Department  of  Education.  After  careful  considera- 
tion, the  department  suggested  that  we  make  a  change  in  our  manner 
of  conducting  the  school  that  it  might  conform  to  the  wishes  of  the 
mill  proprietors.  We  accordingly  changed  the  time  of  the  sessions 
from  four  days  a  week  of  two  hours  each  when  all  pupils  were 
present  at  each  session,  to  one  day  of  eight  hours  each  week  and 
divided  the  pupils  into  four  divisions,  each  division  attending  one 
full  day.  We  believe  that  the  original  plan  of  two  hours  per  day 
with  four  teachers  and  conducted  on  the  departmental  plan  was  far 
superior  to  the  eight  hour  a  day  plan,  but  we  acquiesced  and  put 
the  school  in  charge  of  one  of  our  regular  teachers  for  four  full  days 
per  week. 

Since  all  our  available  school  space  was  occupied,  this  change  put 
us  to  great  expense  and  inconvenience,  and  made  it  necessary  to 
rent  additional  room.  In  order  to  better  accommodate  the  pupils 
of  the  continuation  school  and  the  increased  enrollment  in  the  regu- 
lar schools.  tAvo  additional  rooms  are  being  built  to  the  Second  Ward 
building,  which  we  hope  will  give  the  required  room  needed  for  all 
purposes. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  loyal  co-opera- 
tion of  our  teachers,  our  faithful  school  board,  and  the  excellent 
work  done  by  our  "Helping  Hand  Society  who  have  seen  to  it  that 
poor  and  needy  children  were  properly  clothed  and  fed,  thereby  en- 
abling them  to  attend  school  regularly. 


BEAVER  FALLS— Clyde  C.  Green. 


The  most  serious  problem  which  confronts  the  public  school  author- 
ities of  Beaver  Falls  at  this  time  is  the  providing  of  adequate  school 
rooms  for  the  pupils.  When  we  consider  that  we  now  occupy  four 
rooms  outside  of  school  buildings  and  that  Beaver  Falls  is  a  sub- 
stantial growing  community,  it  seems  inevitable  that  we  should  in 
the  near  future  go  before  tlie  people  for  a  new  building. 

Tlie  high  school  building  is  already  badly  crowded,  and  is  too  small 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended.  Tt  would  seem  reasonable, 
therefore,  to  erect  a  new  high  school  building  and  use  the  present 
structure  for  a  junior  high  school. 
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This  is  a  subject  which  cannot  be  ignored  without  serious  detriment 
to  the  educational  interests  of  the  community.  We  are  prepared  to 
show  by  incontrovertible  evidence  that  our  schools  are  already  being 
retarded  in  their  progress  because  of  the  lack  of  proper  facilities; 
and  unless  some  action  is  taken  in  the  very  near  future,  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  we  shall  be  able  to  maintain  our  present  degree 
of  efficiency. 

Continuation  School. 

Being  thoroughly  convinced  that  a  system  of  public  education 
should  serve  all  of  the  people,  for  several  years  prior  to  the  enactment 
of  the  continuation  school  law  we  have  maintained  evening  schools 
for  the  working  classes — both  children  and  adults.  In  addition  to 
this,  we  have  carried  forward  for  two  years  a  systematic  campaign 
in  an  endeavor  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  leading  manufac- 
turers of  the  community  in  some  form  of  industrial  education.  As 
a  result  of  this  campaign  our  people  were  prepared  in  a  measure  for 
the  continuation  school  law,  and  we  proceeded  to  rn^ke  our  plans 
for  the  opening  of  the  school  on  January  3,  101(5. 

We  began  by  applying  the  "fine-tooth-comb"  method  for  the  purpose 
of  locating  definitely  all  children  under  sixteen  years  of  ace  employed 
in  the  district.  Each  of  these  chilren  and  the  parents  of  each  were 
interviewed  in  person  regarding  the  provisions  of  the  continuation 
school  law,  and  a  written  notice  was  served  on  each. 

Simultaneously  with  this  measure,  wre  proceeded  to  establish  "diplo- 
matic relations"  with  all  employers  of  child  labor  in  the  community. 
I  presume  that  our  experience  with  the  employers  in  the  beginning 
was  similar  to  that  of  other  school  authorities  who  have  established 
continuation  schools.  With  few  exceptions  they  informed  us  that 
they  would  not  employ  children  under  16  years  of  age.  This  state- 
ment merely  served  to  -stimulate  our  diplomatic  activity.  It  is 
not  within  the  province  of  this  paper  to  explain  in  detail  our  ex- 
periences with  the  employers  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  continuation 
school  classes.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  "not  one  of  the  forty  manufactur- 
ing establishments  of  our  city  is  today  making  any  effort  to  evade 
its  responsibilities  in  this  matter." 

The  following  statistics  ™^  be  of  some  interest  in  the  considera- 
tion of  our  problem : 

Beaver  Falls  is  a  town  of  14,000  population. 

Number  of  manufacturing  establishments, 40 

Number  of  industries  represented  in  the  contin- 
uation school 18 

Number  of  distinct  kinds  of  work  represented.    .  .     37 
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Attendance  of  pupils: 

Attending  one  full  day  each  week,  60% 

Attending  two  half  days  each  week, 10% 

Attending  four  periods  each  week, 30% 

It  is  evident  that  our  problem  with  respect  to  the  variable  subjects 
is  not  a  simple  one;  but  by  the  adoption  of  the  policy  of  "following 
the  pupil  rather  than  a  text-book  or  arbitrary  and  fixed  course  of 
study,"  we  believe  that  we  have  been  able  to  render  useful  service 
both  to  the  employer  and  the  employee.  I  wish  to  state  that  this 
has  been  our  policy  in  the  evening  schools. 

To  date,  only  one  serious  attempt  has  been  made  to  group  our 
pupils  for  instruction  in  the  variable  vocational  subjects.  Three  of 
the  leading  factories  represented  in  the  continuation  school  may  be 
classed  as  ceramic  industries.  One  of  these,  the  Mayer  China  Com- 
pany, has  for  several  years  taken  a  very  active  interest  in  all  efforts 
which  we  have  made  to  provide  educational  opportunities  for  the 
workers.  For  three  years  this  firm  has  offered  a  cash  premium  for 
all  employees  who  attended  the  evening  schools.  When  the  continua- 
tion school  was  opened,  Mr.  Herford  Hope,  the  superintendent  of  the 
Mayer  China  Company,  not  only  cheerfully  paid  the  wages  of  his 
employees  while  they  attended  continuation  school,  but  agreed  to 
give  personally  one  period  of  instruction  each  week  in  the  theory  of 
ceramics  with  special  reference  to  the  manufacture  of  pottery.  Find- 
ins:  that  an  elementary  knowledge  of  chemistry  and  physics  would 
be  helpful  in  this  department,  we  installed  a  modest  laboratory  equip- 
ment and  arranged  with  one  of  our  high  school  science  teachers  to 
give  instruction  in  these  branches  one  period  each  week. 

We  realize  that  it  may  sound  odd  to  speak  of  giving  instruction 
in  chemistry  and  physics  to  pupils  of  continuation  school  age,  but 
when  pupils  in  reality  are  permitted  to  study  with  a  specific  purpose 
some  things  happen  which  to  the  uninitiated  appear  like  miracles. 
They  are  not  miracles,  however,  but  the  natural  and  inevitable  result 
of  the  psychological  organization  of  subject  matter. 

At  this  point  permit  me  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  the  most  effec- 
tive teaching  in  our  schools  is  to  be  found  in  the  continuation  school; 
and  this  is  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  in  this  school  we  are  free 
from  the  traditional  scientific  organization  of  subject  matter  and 
are  permitted  to  administer  "first  aid  to  the  injured"  and  "prophy- 
lactic treatment"  to  the  ignorant.  We  have  applied  the  same  princi- 
pal to  our  evening  school  instruction  for  several  years,  and  in  both 
cases,  if  the  reaction  of  the  patient  is  an  index  of  the  efficiency  of 
the  treatment,  there  is  somo  justification  for  the  satisfaction  which 
we  find  in  this  type  of  work. 
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In  the  equipment  of  our  school  we  have  not  followed  conventional 
lines,  and  for  this  reason  a  brief  statement  of  this  phase  of  our 
organization  may  possess  some  interest. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  manufacturers  we  have  an  extensive 
exhibit  of  the  leading  industries  of  the  community — the  most  com- 
plete to  be  found  anywhere  in  the  city.  Supplementing  this  exhibit 
we  have  a  complete  set  of  maps  and  charts  dealing  with  the  civic 
and  industrial  phases  of  the  community  life. 

Movable  and  adjustable  chairs,  tables  for  mechanical  and  free  hand 
drawing,  lockers  for  keeping  pupils'  books  and  supplies,  typewriters, 
a  victrola,  sundry  apparatus,  etc.,  constitute  the  furniture  of  the 
school  room.  A  constant  effort  is  put  forth  to  make  the  school  room 
a  pleasant  place  for  the  pupils.  This  condition  is  possible  without 
detracting  from  the  seriousness  of  the  work. 

When  we  open  our  evening  schools  next  fall  we  expect  to  have 
worked  out  a  correlation  of  the  continuation  and  evening  schools  of 
such  a  nature  that  working  boys  and  girls  will  be  able  to  receive 
a  total  of  15  hours  of  school  instruction  each  week,  or  the  equivalent 
of  5  sessions  a  week  of  day  school  work.  This  will  enable  them  to 
complete  their  elementary  school  course  and  in  some  instances  do 
advanced  work. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  I  have  found 
more  real  satisfaction  in  my  efforts  in  the  evening  schools  and  the 
continuation  school  than  in  any  other  type  of  educational  work 
which  I  have  ever  undertaken.  In  my  humble  opinion  the  Penn 
sylvania  Child  Labor  and  Continuation  School  Act,  approved  May  13, 
1914,  is  one  of  the  greatest  pieces  of  educational  legislation  which 
has  been  given  to  the  American  people  within  recent  years;  and  if 
there  is  any  public  school  official  in  Pennsylvania  today  who  has 
not  awakened  to  a  realization  of  the  possibilities  of  this  provision 
for  the  working  classes,  such  official  has  jei  one  pleasure  in  store. 

Playgrounds. 

One  of  the  leading  features  of  the  educational  activities  in  Beaver 
Falls  during  the  past  year  was  the  opening  of  the  central  play- 
grounds, and  the  development  of  the  plan  to  supercede  the  old  sys- 
tem of  athletics  by  the  broader  scheme  of  physical  education.  While 
the  usual  handicap — shortage  of  funds — has  prevented  us  from  doing 
many  things  in  this  direction  which  we  desire  to  do,  we  believe  that 
substantial  progress  has  been  made.  The  next  step  should  be  the 
employment  of  a  competent  director  of  physical  education  for  twelve 
months  of  the  year.  Until  such  time  as  the  board  of  public  educa- 
tion is  able  to  employ  such  a  person,  we  venture  to  hope  that  some 
public  spirited  citizen  or  group  of  citizens  will  become  sufficiently 
interested  to  aid  in  this  project. 
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Credit  for  Outside  Work  in  Music. 

lu  our  experience  we  have  found  many  high  school  students  who  de- 
sired to  continue  their  music  education  but  were  prevented  from 
doing  so  because  of  the  demands  of  the  high  school  studies.  In  order 
that  such  students  may  be  given  larger  opportunity  we  are  offering 
credit  for  musical  instruction  received  out  of  school.  The  instruc- 
tion must  be  given  by  properly  certified  teachers  and  a  certificate 
setting  forth  the  time  given  to  instruction  and  practice  must  be 
presented  before  credit  is  allowed.  In  this  connection  it  might  be  of 
interest  to  note  we  are  offering  credit  for  all  forms  of  so-called  special 
work  such  as  music,  manual  training,  cooking,  and  sewing  done 
in  the  high  school. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  state  that  in  some  respects  the  past  year 
has  been  an  unusually  difficult  one  for  both  teachers  and  pupils  on 
account  of  the  large  amount  of  illness  which  prevailed.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  patience  and  endurance  displayed  by  teachers,  pupils,  and 
patrons  was  of  a  high  order,  and  we  desire  to  express  our  hearty 
appreciation  of  the  loyalty  shown  by  all  connected  with  the  schools. 
Furthermore,  we  appreciate  the  intelligent  co-operation  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  and  the  courtesies  extended  by  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Instruction. 


BERWICK— J.  Y.  Shambach. 


Much  progress  has  been  made  in  our  schools  during  the  term 
which  just  closed.  1,202  pupils  were  enrolled  in  our  schools  the 
past  year.  214  of  these  were  in  the  high  school.  The  average  daily 
attendance  in  all  the  schools  for  the  term  was  996  and  the  percentage 
of  attendance  for  the  term,  96.  One  of  the  girls  who  began  her  high 
school  course  with  the  present  graduating  class,  died  during  the 
year. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  the  head  of  the  Berwick  schools 
was  called  a  supervising  principal.  February  7,  1916  the  school  board 
honored  me  by  electing  me  superintendent  of  the  schools  to  succeed 
myself  as  supervising  principal.  I  have  made  444  extended  visits 
to  the  schools  since  August  30,  1915.  The  observations,  criticisms  and 
suggestions  noted  during  these  visits  were  reported  to  the  members 
of  the  school  board  at  their  regular  monthly  meetings. 
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Although  contagious  diseases  crept  into  our  schools,  we  were  very 
fortunate  in  not  being  obliged  to  close  on  account  of  them,  as  was 
the  case  in  many  nearby  districts.  We  were  somewhat  handicapped 
because  the  health  authorities  did  not  report  the  persons  afflicted 
with  contagious  diseases,  promptly.  They  had  control  of  the  situa- 
tion at  all  times,  however.  We  were  obliged  to  begin  our  school 
work  earlier  in  the  morning  on  account  of  the  extreme  heat  shortly 
after  the  term  began.  In  this  way  we  were  able  to  dismiss  before 
the  heat  became  so  oppressive  later  in  the  day. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  past  year  we  placed  all  our  first,  second, 
third  and  fourth  grade  schools,  with  one  exception  in  one  building. 
We  left  one  of  the  first  grades  in  the  Chestnut  St.  building  because 
of  the  greater  distance  these  children  would  have  had  to  walk  and 
because  we  did  not  have  enough  room  in  the  Market  St.  building.  We 
placed  all  our  fifth  and  sixth  grade  schools  in  the  Chestnut  St. 
building.  Our  school  houses  are  located  so  that  this  plan  was  feasible. 
This  centralizing  of  these  schools  seems-  to  work  out  pretty  well. 
Some  additional  work  devolves  upon  the  head  of  the  schools  because 
of  the  change  since  there  is  no  principal  in  the  Market  St.  building; 
but  the  heads  of  the  departments  and  the  other  teachers  have  co- 
operated in  trying  to  make  the  change  a  success.  At  the  present 
time  there  does  not  seem  to  be  much  adverse  criticism  of  the  plan. 

We  have  had  interesting  and  profitable  teachers'  meetings  during 
the  year.  Each  of  the  teachers  contributed  to  the  success  of  the 
meetings.  WTe  discussed  things  which  pertain  to  the  direct  manage- 
ment of  the  schools  and  to  instruction.  We  also  discussed'the  things 
a  teacher  must  do  outside  of  the  regular  routine  of  school  work  in 
order  to  be  of  most  service  to  the  community.  The  Columbia  County 
Teachers'  Institute  which  our  teachers  attended  last  November  was 
unusually  good. 

Many  of  our  teachers  have  become  interested  in  a  movement  to 
provide  a  public  library  for  Berwick.  They  are  co-operating  with 
other  organizations  of  town  to  try  to  make  this  dream  come  true. 
The  school  board  has  granted  permission  to  transfer  the  books  of 
fiction  from  the  high  school  library  to  this  town  library  when  it 
is  opened.  These  books  are  to  be  the  property  of  the  association  as 
long  as  the  public  library  is  continued. 

Realizing  that  the  woods  and  fields  contain  much  that  interests 
children,  some  of  our  teachers  took  their  schools  to  these  places  to 
do  their  work  in  nature  study. 

The  community  literary  society  which  included  the  high  school 
students,  alumni  and  friends  of  the  schools  held  public  meetings  twice 
a  month.  Considerable  interest  was  aroused  among  those  who  at- 
tended.    Additional  electric  lights  placed  in  the  high  school  audi- 
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torium  added  materially  to  the  pleasure  of  those  who  were  present  at 
these  evening  meetings.  Interclass  debates  on  military  training  in 
all  public  high  schools  gave  our  students  some  much  needed  experi- 
ence in  public  speaking  in  which  they  were  obliged  to  do  rapid 
thinking.  These  debates  were  begun  in  the  afternoon  meetings  of  the 
literary  society  which  were  held  on  the  Fridays  for  which  no  even- 
ing meeting  had  been  scheduled.  The  freshman  debating  term  won 
from  the  sophomores  and  the  juniors  gained  the  decision  over  the 
seniors.  Finally,  in  one  of  the  evening  meetings,  the  freshman  de- 
baters were  declared  the  champions  when  they  defeated  the  junior 
team. 

Another  organization  which  helped  a  number  of  the  high  school 
students  considerably  was  the  mathematics  and  scientific  club  which 
met  once  each  week  under  the  direction  of  the  high  school  teachers. 

The  preliminary  junior  contest  in  expression  under  the  direction 
of  Miss  Clark  was  quite  good.  The  members  of  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A. 
allowed  us  to  use  their  opera  house,  free  of  charge,  again  this  year. 
The  contest  was  held  February  22. 

The  operetta,  "On  Midsummer's  Day,"  presented  by  the  children 
of  our  schools  under  the  leadership  of  Miss  Glenn,  assisted  by  the 
various  teachers,  was  well  received  by  the  public.  There  were  two 
evening  performances  and  a  matinee.  The  high  school  drawing  class 
designed  and  painted  the  window  cards  used  to  advertise  this  ope 
retta.  The  proceeds  of  the  entertainments  were  used  to  purchase  two 
school  victrolas  and  a  number  of  records. 

A  part  of  "The  Merchant  of  Venice"  was  staged  in  costume  in  a 
very  pleasing  manner  by  the  members  of  the  senior  class  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Shambach.  The  original  plan  was  to  prepare 
and  present  this  in  the  class  room  as  a  part  of  the  class  work.  The 
proceeds  of  this  production  helped  increase  the  seniors'  fund  for  their 
trip  to  Washington,  I).  C. 

A  glass  cabinet  has  been  built  and  placed  in  the  main  corridor  of 
the  high  school  building  to  accommodate  the  deer  and  the  alligator 
donated  to  the  distiict  by  Mr.  S.  K.  Heller,  one  of  our  citizens. 
These  specimens  are  valuable  acquisitions. 

The  steps  which  were  built  at  the  rear  of  the  Chestnut  St.  building 
afford  additional  opportunity  to  get  out  in  case  of  lire.  With  this 
extra  precaution  in  a  building  which  is  supposed  to  be  fireproof,  there 
is  scarcely  any  chance  for  the  puplis  to  be  trapped  in  an  emergency. 

All  the  commencement  week  events  were  of  a  high  order.  For 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  school  a  Shakespearean  play  was 
given  as  the  commencement  drama  by  the  members  of  the  senior 
class.  The  delightful  comedy  "As  You  Like  It"  was  enjoyed  by  the 
friends  of  the  schools  the  second  night  il  was  presented  just  as  much 
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as  the  first  night,  if  not  more.  Miss  Shanibach  had  charge  of  the 
players.    Mr.  Shortess  led  the  orchestra  throngout  the  week. 

Sunday  night,  May  28,  Rev.  Bailey  preached  a  splendid,  practical 
baccalaureate  sermon  to  an  audience  which  taxed  the  seating  capacity 
of  the  Bower  Memorial  United  Evangelical  church. 

Monday  afternoon  the  eighth  grade  pupils  gave  an  interesting  pro- 
gram at  their  graduating  exercises  in  the  high  school  auditorium. 
Miss  McBride  and  Miss  Snyder  had  trained  the  speakers  for  this 
occasion  and  Miss  Glenn,  who  had  charge  of  the  vocal  music  through- 
out the  week,  directed  the  singing. 

Monday  evening  the  juniors  gave  the  judges  a  difficult  task  to 
decide  upon  the  winners  in  the  contest  in  expression.  Miss  Clark's 
faithful  work  disclosed  itself  in  the  way  the  students  gave  their 
selections. 

We  had  our  largest  audience  on  commencement  night.  The  exer- 
cises of  this  night  were  quite  good.  Practically  all  the  graduates  and 
the  different  teachers  who  drilled  them  worked  hard  in  preparing  for 
the  occasion.  Tuesday,  June  6,  the  graduates  left  for  a  trip  to 
Washington,  D.  C.  The  trip  was  quite  profitable  to  those  who  had  not 
visited  this  city  before  and  very  interesting  to  those  who  had  been 
there. 


BETHLEHEM— William  G.  Cleaver. 


The  continued  rapid  growth  of  population  in  our  town  has  brought 
us  face  to  face  with  a  situation  which  calls  for  a  new  policy  in  build- 
ing for  our  schools.  A  four-room  addition  to  the  high  school  build- 
ing has  barely  permitted  us  to  keep  pace  with  the  increased  enroll- 
ment in  this?  school.  The  problem  of  suitably  housing  our  elementary 
grades  is  more  serious  than  ever  before.  At  the  time  of  this  writing 
there  appears  to  be  no  possible  way  in  which  to  avoid  placing  a 
large  number  of  the  elementary  schools  on  part  time,  and  it  is  prob- 
able that  not  less  than  one-third  of  these  schools  must  be  disposed 
of  in  this  way  at  the  beginning  of  the  term.  To  make  up  for  lost 
time  during  past  years  a  new  building  has  been  planned  which  will 
give  nine  additional  rooms  on  the  West  Side.  Alterations  and  an 
addition  to  the  Penn  building  are  also  under  way,  and  this  will  re- 


No.    6.  BETHLEHEM.  191 

suit  in  a  net  gain  of  two  rooms  in  this  school.  Neither  of  these  addi- 
tions will,  however,  be  available  until  late  in  the  term,  and  both  will 
be  tilled  as  soon  as  completed. 

The  situation  is  complicated  by  the  fact  that  the  bonded  indebt- 
edness is  practically  two  per  cent,  of  the  assessment.  This  condi- 
tion has  compelled  the  Board  to  eliminate  the  distinctively  modern 
features  which  it  was  hoped  could  be  incorporated  in  the  new  build- 
ings. To  give  Bethlehem  an  adequate  and  modern  school  plant  it 
is  imperative  that  a  campaign  for  enlarged  facilities  and  authority 
to  exceed  the  borrowing  limit  of  two  per  cent,  be  conducted.  Steps 
are  being  taken  to  bring  the  true  conditions  before  the  citizens  dur- 
ing the  coming  term. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  forward  steps  were  taken.  The  con- 
tinuation school  was  opened  promptly  in  January.  Two  teachers 
were  in  charge  of  this  work,  and  the  enrollment  during  the  term 
reached  a  total  of  1G7.  A  special  effort  was  made  to  conduct  the 
school  in  the  spirit  of  the  law  under  which  it  was  established,  and 
a  large  measure  of  success  was  attained. 

To  care  for  the  pupils  who  are  greatly  retarded  and  unable  to 
work  with  success  in  the  environment  of  the  regular  school,  a  spe- 
cial ungraded  school  was  opened.  The  teacher  was  given  special 
training  in  pieparation  for  her  work,  and  the  approved  tests  were 
used  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  mentality  and  assignment 
of  the  pupils.  The  school  was  intentionally  kept  small,  the  total  en- 
rollment for  the  year  being  11.  By  careful  training  it  was  possible 
to  restore  two  of  these  to  their  regular  grades  at  the  end  of  the  term. 
This  woik  has  been  entirely  successful  and  will  be  enlarged  next 
term,  15  pupils  being  assigned  to  the  school  for  the  opening  of  the 
term. 

Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  introduction  of  dental  pro- 
laxis  as  a  part  of  the  health  service  in  our  schools.  This  work  was 
begun  in  November.  A  dental  nurse  who  had  been  trained  in  Dr. 
Fones'  school  in  Bridgeport  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  work.  The 
pupils  of  grades  I  and  II  and  nearly  all  of  grade  III  were  treated. 
The  following  figures  indicate  the  scope  and  cost  of  the  work. 

Number  of  children  who  received  treatment,  942. 
Number  of  visits  by  dental  nurse,  153. 

Number  of  children   who  received  free  treatment  from  dentists, 
supplies  furnished  by  Board,  14. 
Total  amount  expended,  $G74.00. 
Amount  expended  for  salary  and  supplies,  $584.00. 
Cost  per  pupil  treatment,  62c. 

Complete  reports  show  that  there  has  been  a  noticeable  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  the  mouths  of  a  large  number  of  the  chil- 
L3 
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dren  treated,  as  revealed  by  an  examination  made  at  the  end  of  the 
term.  The  dentists  of  the  town  have  given  their  hearty  co-operation 
and  have  given  their  services  without  charge  in  the  treatment  of 
children  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  the  work.  The  importance  of 
this  work  in  its  bearing  on  the  health  of  the  children  can  hardly  be 
overestimated,  and  its  introduction  and  continuance  by  the  Board 
constitute  a  mark  of  real  progress. 

During  the  past  two  years  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Board  to 
acquire  additional  ground  adjoining  the  various  buildings,  and  our 
playgrounds  are  now  with  few  exceptions  of  good  size.  More  atten- 
tion has  been  given  to  the  supervision  of  play,  both  as  part  of  the 
school  work  and  during  intermission  periods.  The  summer  play- 
grounds were  last  year  increased  to  three,  and,  though  conditions 
were  not  entirely  favorable,  much  good  work  was  accomplished. 

Among  the  school  children  a  junior  civic  league  has  been  organized. 
A  special  effort  was  made  to  arouse  a  wholesome  civic  spirit  and  in- 
terest in  activities  for  the  common  good.  The  children  took  a  very 
active  part  in  "clean  up  week."  A  sound  beginning  was  also  made 
in  a  practical  type  of  pupil  co-operation  in  the  care  of  the  school 
buildings  and  grounds.  A  third  type  of  activity  took  the  form  of 
gardening,  and  at  all  the  Schools  flower  beds  were  well  cared  for 
by  pupils,  while  more  than  400  successfully  cultivated  individual 
home  garden  plots. 

In  the  line  of  professional  advancement  should  be  mentioned  the 
extension  of  the  use  of  standard  tests  and  scales  to  give  a  more 
definite  measurement  of  the  results  of  teaching  and  therefore  a 
clearer  idea  of  pupil  progress.  In  written  language,  writing,  spell- 
ing and  arithmetic  this  work  has  been  of  special  value.  A  feature 
of  teachers'  meetings  has  been  the  teaching  of  carefully  planned  les- 
sons to  groups  of  pupils,  followed  by  the  full  and  free  discussion  of 
the  principles  involved  and  the  results  achieved  through  the  lesson 
taught.  By  action  of  the  Board  Bethlehem  will  hereafter  conduct  a 
separate  teachers'  institute.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  make  possible 
a  more  practical  type  of  instruction  to  our  teachers  than  can  be  pro- 
vided in  a  larger  and  more  general  institute. 

The  Bethlehem  Teachers'  Association  has  been  organized  with  all 
the  teachers  of  the  district  as  active  members.  As  a  body  this  asso- 
ciation took  part  in  the  great  Shakespearian  pageant  given  at  Le- 
high University,  presenting  the  opening  episode.  A  number  of  social 
meetings  were  held  during  the  year  and  a  wholesome  professional 
spirit  has  been  fostered.  The  association  maintains  active  member- 
ship in  the  American  Federation  of  Arts,  and  by  virtue  of  this  mem- 
bership a  series  of  illustrated  lectures  on  subjects  of  professional 
and  general  interest  was  possible.  A  teachers'  library  has  been  es- 
tablished and  already  contains  more  than  100  volumes.     This  will 
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be  increased  at  the  rate  of  100  volumes  annually.  With  the  supply 
of  about  30  of  the  best  educational  magazines  furnished  by  the 
Board  our  teachers  have  good  facilities  for  professional  reading  and 
study. 

Parent-teacher  associations  have  been  organized  in  the  elementary 
schools  and  the  public  interest  in  school  affairs  is  active.  Plans  are 
well  under  way  for  a  definite  program  of  activities  which  will  result 
in  a  closer  co-operation  between  the  schools  and  homes.  Tn  the 
period  of  expansion  and  progress  on  which  the  town  has  entered  these 
associations  are  certain  to  take  an  active  and  effective  part. 


BLAKELY— H.  B.  Anthony. 


Since  1010  Blakely  borough  has  had  sufficient  population  to  allow 
it  to  become  an  independent  district  with  a  district  superintendent 
but  did  not  avail  itself  of  that  privilege  until  last  year  when  I  had  the 
honor  of  being  unanimously  elected  to  that  position  as  first  super- 
intendent of  the  district. 

I  therefore  take  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  first  annual  re- 
port of  the  Blakely  borough  schools. 

Our  directors  take  a  keen  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  growth 
and  progress  of  the  schools,  endeavoring  always  to  consider  the 
schools  from  the  standpoint  of  the  welfare  of  the  child,  conservative 
in  regard  to  experiment  in  school  work  they  are  progressive  in 
their  ideals  endeavoring  to  guard  faithfully  the  work  entrusted  to 
their  care. 

With  but  a  few  exceptions  the  teachers  have  been  progressive  in 
their  work  showing  that  they  have  the  interests  of  the  child  at  heart, 
trying  to  follow  faithfully  the  courses  of  study  and  performing  with 
tact  and  diligence  the  many  duties  incidental  to  the  teachers'  work. 
Most  of  the  teachers  availed  themselves  of  opportunities  for  profes- 
sional growth.  Our  enrollment  in  the  State  Educational  Association 
was  100%. 

The  students  as  a  whole  have  shown  a  gratifying  interest  in  their 
work,  and,  especially  in  the  upper  grades,  an  increasingly  larger  num- 
ber have  expressed  their  intention  of  completing  their  course  in  these 
schools  and  continuing  their  education  in  higher  institutions  of 
learning. 
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The  interest  of  the  parents  is  becoming  more  manifest  each  year, 
and  there  is  shown  a  tendency  to  co-operate  with  the  teachers  and 
work  in  harmony  with  the  school  authorities  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  school  in  general.  A  great  deal  of  this  interest  is  due  to  our 
annual  Patrons'  Day,  which  we  established  a  few  years  ago,  an 
event  to  which  all  now  look  forward.  This  is  held  on  some  day  in 
May,  afternoon  and  evening,  when  the  schools  are  thrown  open  to 
the  public,  exercises  are  held  and  the  work  of  the  students  is  placed 
on  exhibition.  The  plan  has  grown  in  popularity  and  has  been  suc- 
cessful far  be3Tond  our  expectations,  the  buildings  being  taxed  on 
these  occasions  to  their  capacity. 

During  the  last  two  years  we  have  had  departmental  work  in  the 
the  eighth  and  ninth  grades,  the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory 
both  in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  students  and  the .  work  of  the 
teachers,  the  transition  from  the  grades  to  high  school  not  being  so 
abrupt  and  more  students  entering  the  high  school,  fewer  leaving. 

Special  stress  has  been  placed  during  the  year  upon  language, 
arithmetic  and  penmanship,  the  Palmer  Method  being  used  in  our 
schools,  and  we  are  pleased  to  note  that  our  work  in  this  subject  has 
merited  the  notice  and  commendation  of  some  of  our  co-workers  and 
school  authorities  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

This  summer  we  are  trying  an  innovation,  a  vacation  school  having 
been  opened  for  six  weeks  giving  the  pupils  who  have  failed  in  the 
6-9  grades  an  opportunity  of  making  up  their  work  during  the  vaca- 
tion. A  teacher  kas,been  selected  to  take  charge  of  it,  the  district  fur- 
nishing the  room,  supplies,  books,  janitor  service,  etc.,  and  the  pupils 
paying  the  teacher  for  the  tuition.  The  session  of  the  school  is  from 
8  to  12.    The  plan  is  working  out  very  successfully. 

We  are  considering  at  the  present  time  the  introduction  of  mid- 
term promotions  in  the  grades  with  the  hope  of  reducing  the  number 
of  retarded  pupils  and  in  time  the  elimination  of  the  ninth  grade. 

We  consider  that  the  3rear  has  been  a  successful  one  in  all  depart- 
ments. 

Allow  us  to  express  our  thanks  to  the  department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  assistance  so  cordially  given  and  for  the  many  courtesies 
that  have  been  extended  to  us. 
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BLOOMSBURG— L.  Parvin  Sterner. 


The  patrons  of  the  public  schools  of  Bloomsburg  showed  a  deep 
interest  in  the  education  of  their  children  during  the  past  year  and 
gave  the  schools  their  loyal  support.  The  large  registration  of  chil- 
dren and  their  excellent  attendance  is  convincing  evidence  of  this. 

Registration  and  attendance. 

Total  registration  in  all  the  schools  was  1,584.  Total  registration 
in  the  high  school  was  306.  This  shows  that  twenty  per  cent,  of 
the  total  registration  was  in  our  high  school.  In  June,  1915,  eighty- 
eight  pupils  were  promoted  from  the  eighth  grade  schools  to  the 
high  school.  Five  of  them  moved  from  town.  Of  the  eighty-three 
remaining,  all  but  one  entered  the  high  school  last  September.  Dur- 
ing the  past  ten  years,  of  the  pupils  entitled  to  enter  the  high  school 
an  average  of  not  more  than  one  a  year  has  failed  to  do  so. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  of  all  the  schools  was  96.  The 
percentage  of  attendance  of  the  high  school  was  97.  The  percentage 
of  attendance  was  not  quite  as  high  as  it  was  the  preceding  year. 
This  was  due  chiefly  to  an  epidemic  of  measles. 

The  Teachers. 

We  have  a  rule  that  prohibits  the  employment  of  any  teacher  in  our 
schools,  except  a  college  graduate  who  has  had  at  least  two  years' 
successful  experience  in  teaching.  This  rule  has  been  enforced  for 
several  years. 

All  but  one  of  the  twenty-five  teachers  of  our  elementary  schools 
were  normal  schools  graduates.  It  can  easily  he  seen  that  the 
certification  of  the  teachers  in  this  district  is  an  easy  matter  for  me. 
I  have  just  completed  my  second  year  as  superintendent  and  have 
had  only  two  applicants  to  examine.  Both  of  them  were  college 
graduates,  were  examined  by  me  two  years  ago,  and  had  their  certifi- 
cates renewed  a  year  ago. 

With  an  exception  or  two,  our  teachers  were  faithful,  conscientious, 
and  efficient.  Most  of  them  have  been  doing  excellent  work  in  our 
schools  for  many  years. 

Building  and  Grounds. 
Much  needed  repairs  were  made  to  each  one  of  our  three  school 
Buildings.     Valuable  improvements  were  made  to  our  school  grounds. 
Equipment  worth  having  was  added.     Every  dollar  was  expended  by 
the  school  board  in  an  economic  manner. 
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The  School  Work. 

Commendable  work  was  done  in  our  schools  the  past  year.  I  shall 
report  briefly  concerning  the  work  done  in  only  four  departments. 

The  work  in  penmanship  under  a  special  instructor  was  well  worth 
the  time.  Ever  since  we  began  to  employ  a  special  teacher  in  pen- 
manship four  years  ago  the  work  has  been  advancing  regularly  and 
rapidly. 

The  commercial  work  has  been  lifted  to  a  higher  plane.  Sending 
students  from  the  commercial  department  to  work  in  the  offices  of 
business  men  and  having  business  men  come  to  the  school  room  to 
lecture  on  salesmanship,  etc.,  has  proven  valuable  to  all. 

The  vocal  music  under  an  able  instructor  has  given  our  schools  a* 
superior  standing  in  this  delightful  and  practical  subject.  The  de- 
partment of  expression  has  done  fine  work  in  training  the  high  school 
boys  and  girls  to  interpret  the  printed  page  and  to  declaim  with  an 
entertaining  and  forcible  expression. 

Chiefly  on  account  of  the  excellent  work  done  in  vocal  music  and 
expression  two  periods  stand  out  prominently  in  the  past  year's  work. 
The  one  was  Washington's  birthday  when  the  Magee  Contest  in  Ex- 
pression was  held  and  the  other  was  commencement  week. 

The  Magee  Contest. 

The  Magee  contest  was  named  in  honor  of  James  Magee,  one  of  our 
leading  business  men,  a  patron  of  our  schools  and  deeply  interested 
in  their  advancement. 

Every  year  Mr.  Magee  offers  three  prizes — $10,  $7.50  and  $5.  These 
prizes  are  offered  the  senior  boys  and  are  awarded  to  the  three  boys 
who  speak  their  patriotic  selections  in  a  manner  the  most  satisfactory 
to  the  committee  of  three  judges.  In  the  last  contest  thirteen  senior 
boys  participated.  ^ 

Commencement  Week. 

Commencement  week  is  the  greatest  and  most  enjoyable  period  in 
the  year's  work.  The  week  is  intended  especially  for  the  pleasure  of 
the  graduates.  Last  commencement  began  with  a  reception  at  the 
home  of  the  superintendent  and  ended  with  the  alumni  banquet  one 
week  later. 

The  class  sermon  was  given  at  a  union  service  attended  by  nearly 
eighteen  hundred  true  friends  of  the  schools.  Nearly  all  of  the 
ministers  of  the  town  were  present  and  a  number  of  them  took  part 
in  the  service.  Every  evening  from  June  9th  to  June  16th  was  given 
to  some  enjoyable  meeting. 

Fifty-six  students  were  graduated.  Thirty  of  the  graduates  were 
girls  and  twenty-six  were  boys.    Two  completed  the  classical  course; 
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twenty-nine  the  normal  course;  seventeen  the  commercial  course;  five 
the  English  scientific  course;  and  three  the  Latin  scientific  course. 

Twenty-nine  of  the  graduates  will  enter  the  normal  school  in  Sep- 
tember to  take  the  Teachers'  Course  and  nine  will  enter  college. 

Athletics. 

The  first  week  in  June  we  had  our  second  annual  Field  Day.  One 
of  our  purposes  was  to  turn  the  minds  of  the  patrons,  teachers  and 
pupils  to  out-door  exercise.  Providence  gave  us  a  beautiful  day. 
Hundreds  of  friends  of  the  schools  were  on  the  streets  to  see  the 
parade  of  the  school  children  and  hundreds  of  others  were  in  Athletic 
Park  to  view  the  games,  drills  and  athletic  contests. 

Last  spring  a  Susquehanna  High  School  Baseball  League  was 
formed.  There  were  four  teams  in  the  league  of  which  ours  was  one. 
Stringent  eligibility  rules  were  drawn  up.  There  was  a  definite  under- 
standing that  the  games  were  to  be  played  fairly.  The  games  were 
played  in  the  presence  of  the  principals  of  the  different  schools  or 
their  teacher  representatives  and  under  their  control.  The  manage- 
ment was  moral  and  the  best  spirit  was  cultivated.  This  plan  was 
a  decided  improvement  over  the  old  way  of  permitting  outsiders  to 
mismanage  the  games. 

The  School  Paper. 

Our  high  school  has  a  school  paper  We  call  it  the  Red  and  White 
Tt  came  into  being  last  April.  Three  numbers  were  issued  during 
the  year.  The  Eed  and  White  has  come  to  stay.  It  was  greatly  needed 
to  encourage  the  pupils  in  their  work  in  English  and  to  give  the  school 
a  medium  of  communication  with  the  alumni  and  other  friends  of 
the  schools. 

We  hope  at  the  end  of  next  year  to  have  a  report  on  matters  of 
greater  interest  to  you  than  some  we  have  discussed  in  this  report. 
We  feel  under  great  obligations  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  the  valuable  assistance  given  us  during  the  year. 


BPADDOOK— F.  0.  STELTZ. 


The  following  report  on  the  work  of  the  Braddock  schools  is  for 
the  school  year  beginning  Monday,  August  31,  1015  and  ending  Fri- 
day. May  26,  1910: 

Statistical. 

No.  days  school  was  open ISO 

No.  days  Thanksgiving  Vacation, 2 

No.  days  Christmas  Vacation,    0 

No.  days  Easter  Vacation 0 
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'  Teachers. 

Elementary  Schools: 

Carnegie  School,  15 

Henning  School, 18 

Hamilton  School,   15 

Copeland   School,    8 

50 

High  School, 9 

G5 

Principals: 

Elementary  Schools, 4 

High  School,    1 

5 

Supervisors  and  Special  Teachers: 

Manual  Training,   1 

Part  time  assistants, 2 

Domestic  Science, 1 

Part  time  assistants, 2 

Drawing, 2 

Music, 1 


Total,  78 

Enrollment  and  Attendance  of  pupils. 

Year  Year 

School                                            Enrollment  Attendance 

Elementary,    2,353  2.003 

High  School 205  245 

Continuation  School, 89  75 

Parochial  Schools, , 1,271 

Grand  Total 4,008 

Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science. 

Year  Year 

School  Enrollment     Attendance 

Manual  Training 385  354 

Domestic  Science,  371  348 

Greater  activity  prevailed  in  the  departments  of  manual  training 
and  domestic  science  during  the  past  year  than  in  any  previous 
year.     The  work  was  not  extended  to  any  grades  below  the  sixth 
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yet  the  increased  enrollment  necessitated  the  seeking  of  extra  help. 
This  was  secured  through  the  co-operation  of  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh  and  the  Carnegie  Technical  Schools.  The  manual  train- 
ing and  domestic  science  exhibits  were  both  of  a  high  order  and 
called  forth  much  favorable  comment  from  parents  and  teachers. 
Due  to  the  wise  provision  of  the  board  we  shall  be  able  to  be  of 
greater  service  along  these  lines  during  the  coming  year  than  ever 
before. 

Cost  of  Instruction. 

Cost  per  pupil  per  term  (all  grades), $24  25 

Cost  per  pupil  per  month  (all  grades), 2  69 

Cost  per  pupils  per  term  (elementary), 21  50 

Cost  per  pupil  per  month  (elementary), 2  40 

Cost  per  pupil  per  term  (high  school), 50  75 

Cost  per  pupil  per  month  (high  school), 5  64 

Cost  per  pupil  per  term  (continuation  school),  12  60 

Cost  per  pupil  per  month  (continuation  school),  2  80 

The  Junior  High  School. 
One  of  the  marked  improvements  of  the  year  was  the  establishment 
of  the  Junior  High  School.  "Nine  teachers  were  in  charge  of  263 
pupils,  166  in  the  seventh  grade  and  97  in  the  eighth  grade.  The 
anticipated  difficulty  in  discipline  was  entirely  absent  and  taken  all 
in  all  the  establishment  of  this  plan  for  the  seventh  and  eighth  grade 
pupils  has  proven  a  decided  success.  Teachers  and  pupils  were  well 
pleased  with  the  arrangement  throughout.  During  the  coming  year 
we  hope  to  make  greater  strides  in  meeting  the  needs  of  the  pre- 
adolescent  pupil. 

High  School. 

Eighty-seven  freshmen  were  admitted  to  the  high  school  during 
the  year.  Twenty-nine  of  these  were  admitted  January  14th,  twenty- 
six  from  our  Junior  High  School  and  three  from  St.  Brendan's 
Parochial  School.  Fifty -eight  were  admitted  May  25th.  Of  these, 
thirteen  were  admitted  from  the  Sacret  Heart  Parochial  School.  All 
of  those  admitted  May  25th  expect  to  report  on  September  5th. 

Our  high  school  enrollment  during  the  past  year  went  beyond  our 
expectations,  295  being  the  total  for  the  year.  Our  present  forecast 
shows  that  we  will  enroll  at  least  325  next  year.  With  the  ad- 
vantage of  our  complete  new  building  and  a  co-operative  faculty  I 
feel  that  we  made  much  advanced  progress  in  our  high  school. 

The  high  school  entertainments  were  held  up  to  their  usual  high 
standard  and  much  credit  is  due  the  principal  for  the  excellent  pre- 
sentation of  each  production.     Several  delightful  literary  programs 
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were  given  in  the  assembly  room  of  the  school.  In  addition  to  these 
were  the  Junior  Play,  "The  District  Attorney,"  held  April  19,  1915; 
the  "Annual  Literary  Contest,"  on  March  2,  1916;  and  commencement, 
on  May  19,  1916.  The  commencement  program  was  without  doubt, 
superior  in  every  way  to  any  which  has  preceded  it  in  the  past  six 
years. 

The  athletic  activities  of  the  high  school  were  taken  care  of  in 
much  better  shape  than  for  some  years.  Greater  interest  in  inter- 
class  activities  was  noticed,  which  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
The  election  of  an  additional  teacher,  able  to  assist  in  athletics, 
is  essential  to  further  the  needs  of  our  school. 

It  seemed  to  us  at  times  that  the  expense  of  these  activities  was 
perhaps  greater  than  the  benefits  to  be  derived.  In  order  that  we 
might  be  able  to  make  a  comparison  with  the  other  schools  of  the 
Pittsburgh  district  a  questionnaire  was  sent  out  to  the  various  high 
schools.  We  received  replies  from  7  schools.  These  replies  were 
tabulated  as  follows: 

Cost  of  High  School  Athletics. 


School. 

Receipts. 

Expenditures 

Balance. 

$592  95 
678  90 
84  40 
14::  25 
339  72 
350  00 
3,265  00 

$370  16 
402  29 
85  25 
99  96 
291  98 
315  00 
3,251  11 

$222  71 

226  61 

43  29 

47  74 

35  00 

14  68 

Braddock,  .. 
Bellevue,  ... 
N.  Braddock, 
Carnegie, 

C'lairton 

Edge  wood.  .. 
Wilkinsburg, 


$  85 


This  investigation  brought  out  the  fact  that  Bellevue  does  not 
tolerate  football;  that  Clairton  engages  only  in  football;  and  that 
contributions  from  school  boards  were  made  as  follows:  Braddock, 
|100;  North  Braddock,  $18.25;  and  Clairton,  $210.00.  All  other 
boroughs  heard  from  do  not  receive  aid  from  this  source.  The  ex- 
pense lists  range  as  follows:  $85.25  for  North  Braddock  to  $3,251.11 
for  Wilkinsburg. 


Teachers'  Meetings. 
We  endeavored  to  keep  these  meetings  to  a  minimum.  From  time 
to  time  conferences  were  held  with  the  various  principals.  Grade 
meetings  were  frequently  called  to  discuss  problems  pertinent  to 
the  teachers'  work.  All  teachers  were  permitted  to  visit  some  other 
school  system  or  systems  one  day  during  the  term.  Complete  reports 
on  these  visitations  were  given  in  meetings  held  by  grades  and  these 
were  very  gratifying. 
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Every  principal  and  supervisor  submitted  a  written  report  to  the 
superintendent  on  the  year's  work. 

Medical  Inspection. 
The  permanent  establishment  of  medical  inspection  in  our  schools 
has  been  productive  of  much  good.  The  inspectors  are  painstaking 
and  obliging  at  all  times.  Indeed,  many  poor  children  have  been 
treated  by  them  without  any  thought  of  remuneration.  The  following 
tabulation  will  show  the  results  of  the  work  of  the  past  year: 


First 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

PI. 

School 

Total. 

Ward. 

Ward. 

Ward. 

Ward. 

Number 

G69 

S99 

659 

387 

262 

2,576 

Number 

653 

538 

481 

120 

159 

1,951 

Number 

normal,    

7 

61 

178 

267 

10.5 

625 

It  was  discovered  that  of  all  the  pupils  examined, 

11.1%  had  defective  eyes. 
13.2%  had  defective  ears. 
34.3%  had  enlarged  tonsils. 
52%  had  defective  teeth. 

One  building  reports  the  following  lesults  of  medical  inspection: 

Eyes  treated,    22  cases 

Ears  treated,    6  cases 

Teeth  filled  or  extracted,  94  cases 

Skin  disease  treated,    3  cases 

Tonsils  treated,    8  cases 

Tonsils  removed,    3  cases 

Throat  treated,    1  cases 

Nose  treated,    5  cases 

Another  building  reports  116  pupils  as  having  received  medical 
attention. 


In  General. 
In  addition  to  the  above  report  the  following  is  here  noted  con- 
cisely : 

Braddock  tax  rate  for  1916-17  has  been  increased  to  S  mills,  per- 
sonal tax,  one  dollar. 
The  Binet  tests  have  been  applied  to  25  retarded  children. 
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A  school  for  backward  children  has  been  authorized  for  next 
year. 

A  Continuation  School  was  established  January  1st. 

Ninety-one  employment  certificates  were  issued  during  the  year. 

The  typewriting  and  bookkeeping  classes  were  used  to  a  great 
extent  in  the  superintendent's  office  to  further  the  work  of  tabulating 
results  of  investigation. 

Special  exercises  were  observed  in  all  schools  on  days  previous 
to  all  holidays. 

Local  history  and  geography  were  stressed  in  the  third  and  fourth 
grades. 

Fire  drills  were  regularly  held  twice  a  month  in  all  buildings. 

3,038  visits  to  the  schools  are  recorded  for  the  year. 

Out  of  624  pupils  enrolled  in  the  Carnegie  Building,  24  are  of 
native  parentage. 

The  following  nationalities  other  than  United  States  are  represented 
in  Braddock  schools:  English,  Irish,  German,  Russian,  Austrian, 
Swedish,  Polish,  Welsh,  Italian,  Roumanian,  Greek,  Scotch,  Negro, 
Slovak,  Hebrew,  Hungarian,  French,  Servian,  Belgian,  Danish,  Croa- 
tian, Spanish  and  Lithuanian.  Of  the  above  35%  are  Slovak  10% 
Italians,  mostly  from  southern  Italy,  and  10%  Russian  Jews. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  say  that  for  all  the  success  of  the  past 
year's  work  I  am,  first  of  all,  grateful  to  a  wise  school  board  whose 
members  aim  to  provide  the  tools  to  give  the  best  tilings  possible 
to  Braddock  School  chilren ;  secondly,  I  am  grateful  to  the  principals 
and  teachers  for  the  hearty  co-operation  given  at  all  times  to  further 
the  work  of  the  schools.  I  also  desire  to'  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  courtesies  extended  to  me  by  the  Department  during  the  year. 


BRADFORD— E.  E.  Schermerhorn. 


The  school  year  of  1915-16  closed  June  8th,  when  86  young  men  and 
and  women  graduated  from  the  high  school,  and  145  grade  pupils 
passed  the  final  examinations  for  entrance  to  the  freshman  class. 

Our  new  high  school  annex,  with  its  commodious  auditorium  and 
well  appointed  gymnasium,  was  dedicated  on  the  evening  of  May  12th, 
when  Dr.  N.  C.  Shaeffer  delivered  an  address  which  delighted  the 
school  people,  and  citizens  in  general. 
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The  different  commencement  functions  were  held  in  the  (audi- 
torium, and  although  the  room  will  seat  one  thousand  people,  it  was 
filled  to  overflowing  each  evening.  Our  total  enrollment  for  the  year 
was  2,758,  five  hundred  and  ninety  of  whom  were  found  in  the  high 
school  counting  non-resident  pupils,  we  are  looking  forward  to  a 
high  school  enrollment  next  year  of  about  625.  This  is  an  increase 
of  nearly  50%  over  that  of  two  years  ago,  and  indicates  that  our 
people  are  realizing  more  and  more,  the  value  of  a  high  school 
educatiou. 

Our  new  ward  building  in  the  East  End,  used  for  the  first  time 
this  year,  has  answered  all  our  expectations  and  is  a  source  of  pride 
to  our  citizens.  The  neat  little  assembly  room  on  the  first  floor  has 
made  possible  many  civic  and  social  activities  that  were  before  im- 
possible. 

A  graduate  nurse,  Miss  Margaret  Martin,  was  again  employed 
for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  the  physical  welfare  of  our  school 
children.  We  believe  that  her  follow-up  work  has  resulted  in  a  great 
deal  of  good.  It  is  our  purpose  to  employ  a  good  physical  director 
during  the  coming  year,  who  will  have  charge  of  the  gymnasium,  and 
will  give  regular  systematic  instruction  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  the 
upper  grades  and  high  school  to  the  end  that  bodily  growth  and 
strength  may  keep  pace  with  mental  development. 

A  system  of  professional  reading  and  study  was  carried  on  during 
the  year,  and  judging  by  the  interest  shown,  much  of  profit  was 
realized  by  teachers  and  pupils. 

Our  institute  work  during  the  year  was  of  unusual  interest,  and 
among  those  who  acted  as  instructors  were  Supt.  Peirce,  of  Ridgway; 
Dr.  McFarland,  of  Columbia  University;  Dr.  Lee,  of  Allegheny 
College;  and  Dr.  Henke,  of  Allegheny  College. 

I  am  glad  to  close  the  year's  work  by  expressing  my  appreciation 
of  the  co-operation  of  directors,  teachers,  and  parents,  in  making 
our  schools  serve  the  interests  of  the  community  in  the  most  efficient 
manner. 


BRISTOL— Louise  D.  Baggs. 


The  Bristol  borough  schools  closed  June  28th,  after  a  year  of 
earnest  intelligent  effort  on  the  part  of  all  interested,  school  di- 
rectors and  teachers.  Toward  the  close  of  the  year,  the  schools  met 
with  a  very  heavy  loss  in  the  resignation  of  the  president  of  the 
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school  board,  Mr.  William  V.  Leech  who,  because  of  ill  health  was 
pbliged  to  give  up  all  business,  and  school  matters  also,  and  travel. 
For  eleven  years,  Mr.  Leech  has  served  the  schools  of  Bristol  with 
ever  increasing  interest  and  generosity.  The  progress  that  has  been 
made  during  these  years  is  very  largely  due  to  his  breadth  of  view, 
progressive  ideas,  personal  generosity  and  high  ambition  to  give  to 
the  children  of  Bristol  as  large  opportunities  for  preparation  for 
life  as  any  community  could  offer.  Through  his  efforts,  the  Domestic 
Science  Laboratory  was  opened  for  classes  September,  1915.  This 
laboratory  is  thoroughly  equipped  and  up-to-date  and  is  much  ap- 
preciated by  the  townspeople.  During  the  year,  the  girls  from  the 
seventh  grade  up  though  the  high  school  had  lessons  in  cooking  and 
sewing.  Many  homes  reported  material  benefit  received  from  the 
instruction.  This  department  is  so  thoroughly  equipped  that  we 
plan  to  give  a  very  full  course  in  the  household  arts,  making  it  voca- 
tional in  time. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  the  highest  on  record  and  the 
increase  was  mainly  in  the  first  grade  among  the  foreign  element  of 
the  borough.  However,  an  assistant  teacher  was  secured  for  the  first 
grade  and  the  pupils  put  on  half  time.  With  that  help  the  regular 
teacher  was  able  to  bring  the  usual  number  to  grade. 

The  schools  have  uniformly  made  good  progress.  The  teachers 
have  been  alert  to  their  responsibility  and  to  their  opportunities  to 
increase  their  usefulness.  They  have  unsparingly  given  their  time 
and  effort  to  matters  of  the  community  that  make  for  progress. 

The  Bristol  Library  has  been  made  a  free  library  open  to  the 
public  with  reading  room  for  children.  The  teachers  are  working  with 
the  library  committee  to  have  the  schools  take  advantage  of  the  new 
opportunity. 

A  number  of  the  teachers  attended  the  sessions  of  the  N.  E.  A. 
in  New  York  and  many  also  took  special  courses  in  Columbia  Uni- 
versity and  other  colleges. 

About  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  class  of  1916  will  continue  their  studies 
in  higher  schools  of  learning. 

A  new  salary  schedule  will  go  into  effect  in  September.  Increased 
living  expenses  and  the  recognition  of  ..valuable  service  rendered  to 
the  community  led  the  school  board  to  increase  the  salaries.  We  feel 
the  teachers  will  appreciate  this  action  and  will  be  encouraged  to 
continue  along  lines  of  progress. 
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BUTLER— John  A.  Gibson. 


Satisfactory  progress  characterized  the  year  in  the  schools  of  this 
district.  Enrollment  increased  to  four  thousand  (4,000).  The  high 
school  graduates  numbered  one  hundred  fifteen  (115).  The  voters 
approved  a  bond  issue  of  two  hundred  eighty-five  thousand  dollars 
(|285,000)  for  the  erection  of  a  new  high  school  building.  Plans 
are  under  way  for  its  construction.  With  the  erection  of  this  build- 
ing, a  reorganization  of  the  schools  is  contemplated,  using  the  present 
high  school  building  for  a  junior  high  school. 

The  new  features  of  the  compulsory  attendance  laws  have  proven 
effective  in  holding  children  in  school.  The  continuation  school  has, 
also  been  found  valuable.  With  continued  progress  of  industrial 
development  which  seems  to  be  assured  to  the  community,  wisdom 
in  meeting  expanding  educational  needs  wifll  assure  a  bright  future 
for  the  public  schools. 


CARBONDALE— P.  M.  Brennan. 


In  submitting  this,  my  third  annual  report,  I  am  gratified  to  be 
able  to  state  that  the  school  year  which  closed  June  16th,  has  been 
a  fruitful  one  during  which  we  have  advanced  considerably  along 
the  line  of  more  complete  organization  and  greater  efficiency.  There 
were  enrolled  in  our  schools  during  the  year  3,704  pupils,  an  increase 
of  02  over  the  enrollment  of  the  preceding  school  year.  There  were 
enrolled  in  the  high  school  518  students,  an  increase  of  149  over  the 
enrollment  of  the  preceding  school  year  ending  June  18th,  1915.  The 
average  attendance  during  the  year  was  2,882.  The  average  per- 
centage of  attendance  for  the  year  was  92,  an  increase  of  2  per  cent, 
over  the  preceding  school  year.  The  number  of  pupils  advanced  from 
the  eighth  grade  or  grammar  (A)  to  the  high  school  was  212,  males 
103,  females  109.  The  prospective  attendance  in  the  high  school  for 
the  coming  school  3'ear  is  600,  exclusive  of  non-resident  students. 
There  were  graduated  from  our  high  school  53,  as  follows:  Classical, 
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8;  normal,  8;  scientific,  10;  commercial,  27.  The  annual  commence- 
ment exercises  of  the  high  school  were  held  in  the  armory  on  the 
evening  of  June  lGth,  and  despite  the  inclement  weather  over  two 
thousand  friends  and  patrons  of  our  schools  were  present  to  witness 
these  exercises.  The  Hon.  Reed  B.  Teitrick,  assistant  state  super- 
intendent, delivered  the  commencement  address  which  was  one  of 
the  best  commencement  addresses  ever  heard  in  this  city  and  was 
fully  appreciated  by  the  audience.  The  music  for  the  occasion  was 
furnished  by  the  high  school  orchestra,  a  very  efficient  organization. 

We  regret  that  we  have  not  seen  our  way  clear  to  establish  a 
course  in  manual  training  but  we  are  sure  to  fall  in  line  at  no  distant 
day.  A  systematic  course  in  drawing  is  badly  needed  in  our  schools. 
I  consider  the  services  of  a  supervisor  of  drawing  necessary  to  secure 
the  proper  instruction  and  results.  The  matter  is  being  agitated 
and  ere  long  we  expect  to  have  our  wishes  gratified. 

The  special  Patrons'  Day  was  a  decided  success.  The  display  in 
penmanship,  drawing  and  sewing  in  the  different  class  rooms  showed 
hard  work  by  the  teachers  and  good  results  from  the  pupils.  The  fact 
that  over  one  thousand  different  citizens  visited  the  schools  on  that 
day  showed  ever  growing  interest  in  the  proper  training  of  our  young 
people.  The  exhibit  of  each  pupil's  work  displayed  by  the  teachers 
afforded  an  excellent  opportunity  for  comparing  the  work  of  the 
several  grades,  thus  stimulating  both  teachers  and  pupils  to  better 
results. 

On  the  afternoon  of  June  15th,  the  grammar  (A)  exercises  were 
held  in  the  high  school  auditorium,  at  which  time  212  boys  and  girls 
were  given  certificates  of  promotion  to  the  high  school.  A  special 
program  was  rendered  to  the  great  delight  of  the  large  audience 
present.  A  pleasing  and  instructive  part  of  the  program  was  an  ad- 
dress by  Prof.  John  F.  Moran,  Principal  of  Archbald  Bigh  School. 
Prof.  Moran  proved  himself  a  very  able  speaker  and  his  address 
was  forceful  and  very  much  appreciated  bjr  all  present. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  August  30,  to 
September  3rd.  Every  teacher  in  the  city  was  enrolled  and  in  actual 
attendance.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  Chas.  F.  Wagner,  Dr.  Henry 
T.  Colestock,  Dr.  Chas.  F.  Hoban,  Supt.  J.  J.  Koehler,  Miss  Mae  E. 
Schreiber,  Miss  Katherine  E.  Moran,  Prof.  Leon  L.  Ely  had  charge 
of  the  music.  The  instruction  was  of  a  high  order  and  thoroughly 
appreciated  by  the  teachers. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  generous  assistance  and 
continued  co-operation  of  the  teachers,  patrons,  directors,  and  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction. 
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CARLISLE— John  C.  Wagner. 


The  term  1915-16  was  one  of  substantial  progress  in  our  schools. 
1970  pupils  were  enrolled  as  follows:  First  grade,  259;  second  grade, 
214;  third  grade,  237;  fourth  grade,  212;  fifth  grade,  195;  sixth 
grade,  1G5;  seventh  grade,  149;  eighth  grade,  146;  high  school,  347; 
continuation  school,  46.  A  class  of  59  were  graduated,  1,404  were 
regularly  promoted  196  failed  of  promotion,  111  dropped  out  for 
various  causes,  149  removed  from  town,  and  5  died  dining  the  year. 

An  epidemic  of  measles  seriously  affected  the  attendance  the  last 
few  months  of  the  term.  The  quarantine  laws,  which  compel  children 
to  be  excluded  from  school  but  permit  them  to  play  on  the  streets 
and  associate  with  other  children,  walking  with  them  to  and  from 
school,  attending  house  parties,  and  holding  front  porch  receptions 
during  the  period  of  quarantine,  do  not  help  the  work  of  the  schools. 
The  child  who  gets  through  the  usual  quarantine  periods  for  measles, 
mumps,  chicken-pox,  and  whooping  cough,  together  with  the  long 
summer  vacations  is  frequently  classed  with  retarded  pupils,  gets 
discouraged  with  his  school  work  and  drops  out  of  school  when  the 
compulsory  attendance  laws  no  longer  affect  him.  In  a  family  of 
six  children  having  these  diseases  at  different  times,  under  the 
quarantine  laws  of  the  State,  a  child  would  be  excluded  from  school 
for  a  total  of  494  days,  or  about  2|  school  years.  And  when  we  add 
to  this  the  time  lost  on  account  of  the  more  serious  diseases  of  scarlet 
fever  and  diphtheria,  the  problem  of  giving  a  child  an  elementary 
education  until  he  is  fourteen  years  of  age  is  difficult  of  solution. 

Our  new  courses  in  the  high  school  became  operative  with  all 
students  during  the  year.  87  girls  elected  work  in  cooking  and  86 
in  sewing;  86  boys  took  mechanical  drawing  and  90  shop  work.  79 
of  the  girls  made  their  own  school  dresses  during  the  term,  and  the 
classes  in  cooking  served  luncheons  to  the  faculty,  the  board  of 
directors,  the  ex-directors  and  the  ex-teachers  living  in  town.  The 
boys  made  many  useful  articles  for  their  homes,  as  well  as  apparatus 
for  the  schools. 

Considerable  interest  was  taken  in  athletics.  One  general  parent- 
teachers  meeting  was  held,  three  of  the  high  school  classes  gave  re- 
ceptions to  their  parents  and  teachers,  rendering  short  programs  and 
serving  light  refreshments.  These  were  not  only  enjoyable  to  every 
body  but  gave  the  pupils  experience  as  hosts  at  social  functions. 

The  Hamilton  Library  Association  during  the  year  established 
two  prizes  for  historical  essays  in  the  high  school.     Six  prizes  are 
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now  open  for  competition:  The  alumni  prizes  of  flO.OO  and  $5.00 
each,  The  Hamilton  Library  Association  prizes  of  flO.OO  and  $5.00 
each,  and  the  two  Lamberton  prizes  of  $50.00  each.  These  prizes 
have  stimulated  the  work  of  some  of  our  students  and  are  a  just 
reward  for  effort  properly  expended  in  the  several  activities  for 
which  they  were  established. 

More  than  6,000  visits  to  the  schools  were  made  by  the  parents 
during  the  term.  This  shows  a  strong  interest  on  the  part  of  the 
public  and  their  general  commendation  of  the  work  being  done  was 
very  gratifying  to  the  teachers  and  pupils. 

In  January  we  opened  a  continuation  school  with  one  teacher  and 
46  pupils.  Of  this  number,  5  moved  out  of  the  district  and  11  be- 
came 16  years  of  age  before  the  close  of  the  term.  The  total  atten- 
dance was  556  days.  The  school  was  kept  open  4  days  each  week 
from  8  A.  M.  to  5  P.  M.  with  one  hour  noon  recess.  The  teacher 
spent  one  day  each  week  in  the  various  establishments  where  the 
minors  were  employed,  studying  their  needs  and  conferring  with  tbeir 
employers.  Some  of  the  pupils  got  a  great  deal  out  of  the  school, 
while  a  few  only  marked  time  and  anxiously  awaited  their  16th 
birthday.  The  work  of  a  continuation  school  teacher  is  most  difficult, 
requiring  broad  sympathies,  much  patience,  deep  interest  in  charac- 
ter formation,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  business  and  industrial  in- 
terests of  the  community  as  well  as  academic  knowledge  and  teaching 
skill.  The  students  of  the  school  were  earning  $110  a  week,  con- 
tributing about  half  of  that  amount  to  the  support  of  the  home,  be- 
sides clothing  themselves.  A  few  carry  insurance  and  4  were  carry- 
ing a  bank  account. 

A  number  of  our  teachers  are  availing  themselves  of  the  many 
summer  schools  for  teachers,  while  all  are  doing  systematic  pro- 
fessional reading  and  study. 


CARNEGIE— Thomas  J.  George. 


We  have  just  closed  a  busy  and  successful  school  year.  The  teachers 
have  been  earnest  and  efficient,  and  parents  generally  very  sympathe- 
tic. This  hearty  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  parents  produces  a 
very  marked  effect  for  efficiency  in  the  school.  Both  teacher  and 
pupil  are  stimuated  to  greater  activity  by  frequent  visits  and  an 
occasional  work  of  commendation  from  parents  and  directors.  Even 
adverse  criticism  when  given  in  a  sympathetic  and  constructive  mood 
is  valuable  and  is  appreciated. 
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The  attendance  has  been  good,  with  the  exception  of  about  two 
months  when  children's  diseases,  such  as  measles,  whooping-cough 
and  mumps,  became  prevalent.  Notwithstanding  this  condition  an 
average  attendance  of  about  95%  was  maintained. 

The  enrollment  was  a  considerable  increase  over  last  year,  and 
seven  additional  teachers  increased  our  force  to  fifty-four.  This  ad- 
dition was  due  in  part  to  the  opening  of  a  new  school  building  in 
the  second  ward  necessitated  by  overcrowded  rooms.  Also  a  special 
room  for  retarded  pupils  was  opened  in  the  seventh  grade  and  an 
opportunity  for  doing  two  years'  work  in  one  was  given.  The  work 
done  was  quite  satisfactory,  and  fifteen  or  more  of  these  children  have 
been  saved  to  the  high  school. 

So  satisfactory  were  the  results  that  an  opportunity  will  be  ex- 
tended to  the  sixth  grade  children  of  doing  three  years'  work  in  two. 
The  children  are  much  pleased  with  this  opportunity  and  parents 
glad  to  co-operate.  This  condition  will  leave  us  three  normal  sixth 
and  two  normal  seventh  year  grades,  each  with  about  40  children  to 
a  room.  We  find  grading  children  of  uniform  age  together  makes 
greater  efficiency  and  discipline  easier. 

Our  high  school  literary  societies  are  progressive.  The  Philo-Potter 
literary  contest,  which  has  become  an  annual  affair,  created  much 
interest  and  was  attended  by  a  large  and  appreciative  audience.  The 
contest  consisted  of  orations — original  and  select — essays,  readings, 
choruses  and  a  debate.  The  enthusiasm  ran  high  but  general  good 
feeling  prevailed  among  the  student  body.  These  contests  are  valuable 
assets  to  the  literary  work  of  the  school,  and  awaken  an  enthusiastic 
•interest  in  the  parent  and  citizen. 

Four  other  public  entertainments  were  given  by  the  grade  and 
high  schools,  each  drawing  large  and  appreciative  audiences.  One 
program  was  given  by  the  fifth  grade  children  alone.  This  enter- 
tainment proved  so  popular  that  many  parents  and  friends  could  not 
be  accommodated  in  our  large  hall. 

An  admission  fee  of  ten  cents  is  charged  at  these  entertainments 
and  with  the  proceeds  the  teachers  and  pupils  hope  to  purchase  a 
moving  picture  machine.  Last  year  in  the  same  way  they  earned  four 
victrolas — one  for  each  school  building.  These  instruments  are  a 
valuable  aid  in  marching  and  in  teaching  appreciation  of  music. 

The  graduating  class  consisted  of  twenty-six  members,  ten  girls 
and  sixteen  boys.  As  has  been  the  custom  of  the  school,  the  class 
presented  its  own  commencement  program,  entertaining  its  friends 
with  orations,  readings,  a  debate,  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and 
other  exercises.  Most  of  the  boys  and  some  of  the  girls  are  arrange- 
ing  to  continue  their  studies  in  higher  institutions  of  learning. 

14—6—1916 
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But  six  employment  certificates  were  issued  during  the  school  term, 
so  that  there  were  but  few  children  between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and 
sixteen  who  did  not  continue  regularly  in  school  during  the  year. 
Since  the  close  of  the  school  term,  however,  many  vacation  employ- 
ment certificates  have  been  issued. 


CHAMBEBSBURG— A.  B.  Hess. 


The  past  school  year  has  witnessed  a  substantial  increase  in  at- 
tendance. The  enrollment  for  the  year  has  been  as  follows;  Males 
1,271,  females,  1,394,  total  2,665.  This  is  an  increase  of  362  students. 
The  distribution  was  as  follows:  High  school,  366;  Junior  high  school 
381,  night  school  133,  continuation  school  63,  grades  1,722. 

Commendable  progress  has  been  made  throughout  the  school  system, 
due  to  the  earnest  co-operation  of  the  teachers  and  an  appreciative 
public.  The  grade  teachers  have  been  especially  faithful,  many  of 
whom  carried  professional  work  throughout  the  year.  The  grade 
teachers  took  up  the  correspondence  course  in  business  writing  with 
the  Palmer  Company  and  many  have  received  the  Palmer  certifi- 
cate. 

Junior  High  School. 

The  work  of  the  Junior  High  School  has  been  much  improved,  a 
carefully  planned  course  of  study  has  been  followed  and  vocational 
work  offered  to  the  girls.  Next  year  the  vocational  school  will  be 
open  to  the  boys  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  very  helpful  work  for 
these  young  men.  The  attendance  has  been  much  better  and  fewer 
pupils  dropped  out  because  of  the  increased  advantages.  Much  at- 
tention has  been  given  to  the  work  in  arithmetic,  grammar  and  read- 
ing. Greater  drill  in  the  fundamentals  of  arithmetic  and  their  direct 
application,  conversational  English  and  oral  composition  and  the 
vitalizing  of  the  reading. 

Next  year  the  plan  is  to  operate  the  junior  high  school  on  the 
basis  of  subjects  and  the  student  promoted  by  subject  rather  than 
by  grade.  This  will  offer  the  bright  and  studious  pupil  a  chance  to 
advance  more  rapidly  and  take  up  other  subjects  than  those  formerly 
required  in  the  grade. 

The  three  courses:  Academic,  Commercial  and  Vocational  (House- 
hold Arts  and  Manual  Training)  offer  added  facilities  for  "locating" 
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or  "finding"  the  student  two  years  earlier  than  was  possible  under 
the  former  arrangement.  This  closer  correlation  is  a  great  saving 
to  many  students  and  we  believe  will  lay  a  broader  foundation  for  a 
general  education  as  well  as  preparing  for  specific  work  in  the  senior 
high  school. 

Reading. 
Throughout  all  the  grades  much  emphasis  has  been  given  to 
"thought-getting  and  thought-giving"  and  a  marked  improvement  has 
been  noticed  in  the  pupil's  ability  to  interpret  the  thought  from  the 
printed  page.  In  the  primary  grades  much  study  has  been  given  to 
the  association  of  the  work  with  the  idea  which  we  believe  is  the 
beginning  of  learning  to  understand,  of  learning  oral  expression,  of 
learning  to  read.  Our  teachers  have  studied  how  to  grow  into  an 
intelligent  sympathy  with  the  child  in  order  that  the  written  or 
printed  word  might  come  to  him  with  a  real  message  for,  his  little 
mind  and  heart.  To  secure  spontaneous  attention,  to  create  intense 
interest  in  the  content,  good  basic  readers  were  used  and  the  board 
purchased  a  number  of  sets  of  supplementary  readers. 

Vocational  Education. 
A  strenuous  campaign  for  vocational  education  resulted  in  the 
introduction  of  household  arts  for  the  girls  and  trade  work  for  the 
boys.  A  splendidly  equipped  household  arts  department  has  been 
provided  and  a  four-room  building  has  been  well  equipped  for  work 
in  the  trades.  In  arranging  this  work  we  are  under  special  obligation 
fo  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  the  Vocational  Division  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

Continuation  School. 
On  January  5th  the  Continuation  School  was  organized  with  an 
enrollment  of  sixty- three.  While  this  was  largely  an  experiment 
and  without  definite  knowledge  of  home  and  shop  environment  we 
were  compelled  to  move  slowly.  The  work  was  planned  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  employers  and  the  boys  spent  each  Tuesday  from  8  to 
5  in  the  school  while  the  girls  came  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
afternoons  from  1  to  5  o'clock.  Much  good  was  accomplished,  some 
students  continued  to  attend  after  they  had  reached  their  sixteenth 
birthday,  much  interest  was  aroused,  and  after  the  instructor  had 
visited  the  employers  and  observed  the  nature  of  the  work  exacted 
from  these  children,  much  lasting  good  resulted  from  this  instruction. 
Heie  we  also  are  indebted  to  Mr.  King  and  the  able  assistants  in 
the  Vocational  Division. 
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In  this  connection  we  believe  that  the  employment  of  a  vocational 
advisor  would  help  to  solve  many  of  the  individual  problems.  It 
would  hold  many  of  these  young  people  in  school  longer  and  help 
to  plan  the  work  for  many  others  who  drift  into  courses  for  which 
they  are  little  fitted  and  graduate  with  little  earning  capacity. 

Night  School. 
The  evening  classes  in  Industrial  Education  were  organized  Jan- 
uary 5th  and  conducted  for  48  nights.  The  total  enrollment  for 
this  period  was  133.  The  classes  were  crowded  from  the  very  be- 
ginning and  many  could  not  be  accommodated  owing  to  our  lack  of 
space  and  equipment.  Since  the  introduction  of  this  work  ample 
provision  has  been  made  for  all  and  next  year  we  shall  be  able  to 
properly  care  for  those  desiring  instruction  in  the  various  trades 
and  industries. 

Efficiency  Tests. 
Throughout  the  entire  system  efficiency  tests  were  made  and  the 
results  tabulated.  This  report  was  the  subject  for  hours  of  study 
and  consideration  by  the  school  board.  The  results  were  not  what 
we  wished  they  may  have  been,  but  they  revealed  the  weak  points 
and  we  are  determined  to  make  a  strenuous  effort  to  strengthen  the 
work  all  along  the  line  and  shall  apply  similar  tests  again  the 
coming  year.  In  this  work  we  have  had  the  earnest  co-operation  of 
the  grade  teachers.  The  advisory  committee  to  the  superintendent, 
consisting  of  all  the  ward  principals,  held  several  meetings  at  which 
the  subject  was  thoroughly  discussed. 

Playground  Association. 
The  Civic  Club  has  maintained  a  playground  department  and  em- 
ployed a  playground  director.  While  this  work  is  only  in  its  infancy 
we  believe  that  the  school  district  should  look  forward  to  the  employ- 
ment of  a  physical  director  for  twelve  months  of  the  year.  We  are 
led  to  believe  that  such  an  instructor  could  be  of  much  value  in 
building  up  strong,  rugged  constitutions;  and  further  that  many 
of  the  backward  children  could  be  made  to  grasp  their  work  more 
quickly,  if  their  physical  conditions  were  improved.  With  such  an 
instructor  for  physical  development  together  with  medical  inspection 
and  supervised  study,  we  believe  the  number  of  backward  and  retarded 
children  would  be  materially  reduced. 

Parent-Teacher   Association. 
Seven  Parent-Teacher  Associations  have  been  very  active  and  the 
work  accomplished  by  them  can  not  be  over-estimated.     They  have 
brought  parent  and  teacher  together,  stimulated  home  study,  improved 
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home  and  school  conditions,  encouraged  the  teachers,  assisted  in 
crystalizing  public  sentiment  for  permanent  improvements,  placed 
victrolas  and  grafonolas  in  all  the  school  buildings,  contributed  large- 
ly to  the  school  library  by  supplying  books  and  magazines,  cham- 
pioned the  movement  for  vocational  education,  and  in  many  other 
ways  assisted  the  board  and  superintendent  in  carrying  out  a  progres- 
sive policy. 

Chamber  of  Commerce. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce,  through  its  educational  committee,  has 
taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  forward  movement  of  the  schools.  In  the 
night  school  this  organization  has  taken  the  initiative  and  not  only 
organized  the  first  school  but  furnished  the  means  to  conduct  it. 
The  past  year  it  has  contributed  liberally  and  aided  in  its  organiza- 
tion. In  the  introduction  of  household  arts  and  vocational  work  it 
has  been  a  positive  factor. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  acknowledging  the  assistance 
and  co-operation  of  the  newspapers.  They  have  always  been  ready  to 
assist  in  disseminating  wholesome  food  for  thought.  The  patrons 
have  been  appreciative  of  our  best  endeavors  and  have  encouraged 
and  inspired  us  when  the  way  seemed  rugged  and  long.  The  school 
board  has  been  active,  progressive  and  in  earnest.  The  State  Depart- 
ment has  been  helpful  and  most  courteous.  We  have  much  to  en- 
courage as  we  look  forward  to  the  coming  year. 


CHARLEROI— Thomas  L.  Pollock 


I  wish  to  report  that  the  Charleroi  schools  have  closed  a  success- 
ful term  and  that  they  are  in  good  condition.  The  year  has  been 
an  active  and  progressive  one.  The  Board  has  made  conditions  fa- 
vorable for  good  work  by  furnishing  all  that  was  required  in  the 
way  of  equipment  and  supplies.  The  attitude  of  the  Board  is  worthy 
of  special  mention  owing  to  their  untiring  efforts  and  the  careful 
consideration  which  they  have  given  every  detail.  They  have  formed 
excellent  policies  and  followed  them  very  successfully.  Their  aim 
has  been  to  have  good  schools  regardless  of  the  high  rate  of  mill- 
age. 
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The  expenditures  of  the  last  year  have  made  it  necessary  to  ad- 
vance the  millage  from  fifteen  to  seventeen  which  makes  the  school 
taxes  in  this  borough  rank  among  the  very  highest  in  Washington 
county.  Very  few  objections  come  from  the  citizens  as  a  result  of 
the  increased  millage.  Judging  from  this  and  the  interest  shown  in 
the  schools  by  the  citizens,  I  feel  the  educational  interests  in  the 
community  are  exceptionally  good. 

An  addition  to  our  high  school  building  which  will  cost  approxi- 
mately twenty-five  thousand  dollars  is  now  being  constructed.  This, 
however,  will  not  be  ready  for  use  at  the  opening  of  the  term  on  Sep- 
tember 5,  but  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  about  October  1.  When 
this  addition  is  complete,  we  will  have  a  modern  high  school  build- 
ing with  twenty-four  recitation  rooms,  a  gymnasium  and  auditorium 
with  a  seating  capacity  of  six  hundred.  This  building  is  well 
equipped  with  furnishings  for  manual  training  and  domestic  science. 

The  science  laboratory  has  been  improved  by  the  purchase  of  six 
Kewaunee  physics  tables  and  two  of  E.  H.  Sheldon's  chemistry  ta- 
bles. A  large  amount  has  been  spent  for  apparatus  so  that  we  have 
equipment  for  individual  experiments  for  classes  of  sixteen  pupils 
in  both  physics  and  chemistry.  This  will  be  the  first  year  chemistry 
has  been  offered  in  our  course  of  study.  The  cost  of  the  chemistry 
equipment  alone  was  one  thousand  dollars. 

I  call  attention  to  the  music  in  the  schools  with  pride.  The  high 
school  has  a  splendid  orchestra  of  eighteen  members  and  a  mando- 
lin club  with  the  same  number.  In  March,  the  musical  organiza- 
tions gave  an  entertainment  which  was  highly  appreciated  by  the 
patrons.  About  seventy  children  are  taking  instrumental  music  les- 
sons on  the  violin,  guitar,  mandolin  and  banjo.  These  lessons  are 
given  in  the  school  building  after  dismissal  in  the  evenings.  This 
work  is  done  by  a  special  teacher. 

One  of  the  most  pretentious  undertakings  ever  attempted  by  any 
of  our  musical  organizations,  and  yet  the  most  successful  was  the 
presentation  of  W.  B.  Bradbury's  old,  though  tuneful  cantata, 
"Queen  Esther,"  which  was  given  in  the  auditorium  on  the  evenings 
of  May  11  and  12  with  appropriate  costuming.  To  undertake  such  a 
venture,  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  carry  it  out  without  going 
outside  of  the  student  body  for  persons  to  assume  the  principal  solo 
parts,  was  a  task  which  would  tend  to  discourage  many  people,  not 
so,  however,  with  Trof.  I.  T.  Daniel,  our  music  supervisor,  who  gen- 
erally puts  through  any  undertaking  he  starts. 

The  grade  pupils  gave  two  good  entertainment  during  the  year, 
which  were  so  much  appreciated  by  the  parents  that  we  found  it  im- 
possible to  accommodate  all  who  wished  to  attend.  An  admission 
fee  was  charged  and  as  a  result  we  have  an  entertainment  fund  of 
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four  hundred  dollars.  This  money  will  be  invested  in  a  motion  pic- 
ture machine  for  use  in  the  schools. 

In  April,  we  had  the  second  annual  literary  contest  with  the 
Donora  High  School.  The  performances  of  the  contestants  of  both 
schools  were  remarkable  and  merited  the  highest  praise.  The  inter- 
high  school  contests  have  stimulated  the  literary  work  very  much. 

The  athletics  have  been  conducted  in  compliance  with  the  regu- 
lations made  by  the  Washington  County  Inter-Scholastic  Athletic 
Association.  The  Charleroi  basketball  team  won  the  trophy  cup  of- 
fered by  the  association  to  the  championship  team  of  Washington 
county.  •  The  track  team  made  the  highest  number  of  points  in  the 
county  track  meet  and  secured  the  trophy  cup  offered  for  this  line 
of  sport. 

A  night  school  was  conducted  during  the  term  two  nights  each 
week  for  adult  foreigners  who  had  made  application  for  their  citi- 
zenship papers.  Seventy  men  took  advantage  of  the  school.  They 
have  requested  that  the  school  be  continued  during  the  coming 
term  and  the  Board  has  granted  their  request. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  conducted  each  month  at  which  time  a 
study  was  made  of  Bagley's  "School  Discipline"  by  the  grade  teach- 
ers and  Parker's  "Methods  of  Teaching  in  High  Schools"  by  the  high 
school  teachers. 

On  May  26,  1916,  sixteen  boys  and  seven  girls  were  graduated 
from  the  high  school.  Dr.  F.  W.  Hinitt,  president  of  Washington 
and  Jefferson  College,  delivered  the  class  address. 

In  closing  my  report,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  their  assistance  which  have  been  given  willingly 
whenever  requested. 


CHELTENHAM  TOWNSHIP  (Montgomery  Co.)— O.  W.  Ackerman. 


Tins  completes  the  second  term  of  the  present  superintendent's 
administration.  He  feels  very  well  satisfied  with  the  many  good 
things  accomplished.  It  would  not  be  proper  to  submit  this  report 
to  the  State  Department  without  saying  that  the  teachers  have  la- 
bored to  carry  out  the  superintendent's  suggestions,  and  that  they 
have,  in  nearly  every  instance,  done  excellent  work.  The  superin- 
tendent wishes  to  express  his  pleasure  for  the  hearty  co-operation 
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given  him  by  the  teachers  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. 

The  efforts  that  were  made  for  the  improvement  of  the  teaching 
force  were  most  heartily  accepted  by  the  corps.  It  is  a  pleasure  to 
report  that  about  thirty  of  our  teachers  of  the  elementary  grades 
took  the  correspondence  course  in  penmanship  given  by  the  A.  N. 
Palmer  Company.  It  is  quite  needless  to  add  that  this  work  alone 
has  greatly  improved  the  writing  of  the  teachers  and  the  art  of 
teaching  penmanship. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  teachers  engaged,  through  the  superin- 
tendent, the  services  of  Dr.  A.  L.  Suhrie  of  the  Department  of  Edu- 
cation of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a  course  of  six  lec- 
tures. The  main  object  of  these  lectures  was  to  give  the  teachers  the 
latest  ideas  on  school  curricula  and  subject  matter.  These  lectures 
were  of  value  to  the  teachers  since  the  lecturer  gave  the  latest  in- 
formation on  the  elimination  of  worthless  material  from  the  text- 
books now  in  use,  and  secured  in  his  talks  an  interesting  course  in 
collateral  reading.  The  superintendent  thinks  he  is  safe  in  adding 
that  more  library  books  were  used  by  the  teachers  this  year  than  in 
any  previous  year. 

The  Board  of  Directors  tried  to  improve  the  buildings  and  class- 
rooms in  every  possible  way  in  order  to  accommodate  the  increase  in 
the  enrollment  in  the  district.  The  janitors  of  the  different  buildings 
were  employed  for  twelve  months,  in  order  that  the  school  buildings 
and  grounds  might  be  kept  in  first  class  condition  during  the  sum- 
mer months.  It  would  be  proper  to  say  in  this  connection  that  we 
believe  that  our  buildings  and  school  yards  are  in  as  fine  condition 
as  any  in  the  State.  A  great  deal  was  done  in  renovating  buildings. 
This  includes  the  cleaning  of  desks,  painting  of  rooms  and  roofing  of 
different  buildings. 

In  addition  to  these  things,  the  Board  permitted  the  superintend- 
ent to  purchase  an  abundance  of  material  for  the  schools.  This 
included  a  great  deal  of  new  material  that  had  not  been  tried  out 
in  our  district.  These  things  will  greatly  enhance  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation in  our  district. 

The  schools  opened  with  an  enrollment  of  888  males  and  816  fe- 
males, making  a  total  of  1,704.  We  close  with  an  enrollment  of  824 
males  and  709  females,  making  a  total  of  1.503.  This  gives  us  a  loss 
of  111  pupils,  65  boys  and  47  girls.  These  losses  have  been  due  to 
epidemics,  removals  and  withdrawals  for  various  reasons  to  attend 
private  schools.  Out  of  this  total  loss,  the  high  school  alone  furnished 
49,  which  seems  to  be  a  very  serious  loss.  In  order  to  prevent  such 
loss,  we  are  attempting  to  broaden  our  courses  by  the  introduction 
of  an  industrial   course.     This   course  includes  the   following   sub- 
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jects:  English,  industrial  arithmetic,  general  science,  domestic  sci- 
ence (girls),  manual  training  (boys),  spelling,  penmanship,  civics, 
hj-giene  for  the  worker,  algebra,  history,  freehand  drawing  and  do- 
mestic art. 

The  aggregate  attendance  in  days  for  the  year  was  as  follows: 
Males,  148,071,  and  females  135,656.  These  days  were  made  by  a 
total  enrollment  for  the  term  of  997  boys  and  898  girls,  or  a  total 
of  1,895.  The  per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the  boys  for  9^  months 
was  93.5  and  for  the  girls  93.8,  making  an  average  attendance  of 
93.65. 

The  graduating  class  of  the  high  school  for  the  year  1915-16  num- 
bered sixty.  This  leaves  at  present  an  enrollment  of  222  students  in 
the  high  school  composed  of  three  grades.  If  to  this  we  add  about 
110  freshmen,  our  school  will  have  an  enrollment  of  232. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  our  report  for  the  year, 
at  least  to  us,  was  the  expense  per  pupil  in  supplies  for  the  running 
of  the  schools  of  the  district,  exclusive  of  the  manual  training  and 
art  supplies.  This  record  does  not  include  the  high  school.  The 
cost  of  supplies  for  the  year  was  $2,290.68,  with  an  average  enroll- 
ment for  the  year  of  1,476,  making  the  average  cost  per  pupil  a  little 
less  than  $1.56. 

This  article  would  not  be  complete  if  we  did  not  mention  the  work 
of  our  friends.  Mrs.  Herbert  Taylor,  of  Elkins  Park,  and  Mrs.  J. 
Howard  Ervien,  of  Ogontz.  These  two  patrons  made  it  possible 
for  us  through  the  money  that  they  collected,  to  furnish  seeds  to 
about  five  hundred  of  our  children  for  their  home  gardens.  They 
also  secured  money  for  prizes  for  the  best  display  of  flowers  and 
vegetables.  Not  less  than  four  hundred  children  planted  seeds  in 
their  small  home  gardens.  It  is  our  wish  that  this  movement  may 
result  in  the  purchase  of  garden  lots  for  our  children. 

The  school  grounds  are  being  fitted  up  slowly  with  modern  play- 
ground appliance.  Much  interest  is  being  manifested  in  this  de- 
parture for  the  physical  training  of  our  children.  Already  the  dis- 
trict has  an  annual  field  day  when  children  of  the  grammar  schools 
compete  in  races,  etc.  At  this  time  the  neighboring  high  schools  are 
invited  to  take  part  in  contests  on  the  athletic  ground. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Board  of  Directors  for  their  generous  in- 
creases in  the  salaries  of  many  of  our  teachers.  This  has  placed 
us  on  a  par  with  the  largest  systems  of  our  State.  The  fact  that  the 
high  school  salaries  have  been  splendidly  adjusted  marie  it  possible 
for  us  to  secure  a  splendid  and  well  prepared  corps. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  for  their  many  helpful  circulars  during  the 
vear. 
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CHESTER— J.  Linwood  Eisenberg. 


On  June  21,  1916,  Ave  closed  a  pleasant  and  successful  school  year. 
All  of  the  activities  of  the  previous  year  were  continued  and  en- 
larged. 

Teachers'   Salaries. 
During  the  year  a  new  schedule  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
School  Board.     This  schedule  makes  the  maximum  salary  of  grade 
teachers  $712.50  per  year,  and  high  school  teachers  $1,300  per  year. 
While  not  ideal,  this  is  a  decided  step  in  advance  for  Chester. 

Continuation  School. 
Our  continuation  school  was  opened  on  January  third.  The  teach- 
ers were  faithful  and  earnest  in  their  effort  to  solve  the  problem. 
Satisfactory  progress  was  made.  We  feel  that  the  problem  is  still 
far  from  being  solved  and  that  much  work  needs  to  be  done  to  meet 
intelligently  this  new  situation  in  our  school  life. 

School  Survey. 
Prof.  Stanley  Zweibel  of  the  State  Department  made  a  survey  of 
the  industrial  activities  of  Chester  during  the  year.  His  report 
indicates,  as  we  previously  understood,  that  Chester  presents  a 
splendid  field  for  the  development  of  vocational  education.  Mr. 
Zweibel  outlined  a  splendid  program  for  future  development.  We 
hope  within  the  next  two  or  three  years  to  put  into  force  most  of 
Mr.  Zweibel's  suggestions.  Two-year  vocational  courses  for  boys 
and  two-year  vocational  courses  for  girls  have  been  added  to  the 
present  high  school  courses.  We  hope  that  a  large- number  of  pupils 
will  avail  themselves  of  this  advanced  opportunity. 

Future  Needs. 

Because  of  the  rapid  increase  in  population  in  our  city,  the  pres- 
ent need  in  Chester  is  more  school  room  facilities.  With  this  idea 
in  view  the  School  Board  has  outlined  a  comprehensive  plan  for  its 
school  buildings,  including  provisions  for  the  high  school  and  grade 
schools.  With  the  splendid  co-operation  of  teachers,  directors  and 
parents  we  hope  to  make  this  program  a  reality. 

The  Board  of  Education  has  worked  faithfully  with  the  superin- 
tendent and  teachers  to  give  to  the  children  of  Chester  the  best  edu- 
cation obtainable. 


No.  6.  COAL  TOWNSHIP.  2» 


COAL  TWP.  (Northumberland  Co.)  -P.  Frank  Brennan. 


The  past  year  in  Coal  township  public  schools  has  been  one  of 
gratifying  success,  there  being  substantial  evidence  that  Ave  are  in 
the  first  line  of  progress.  The  efforts  of  both  teachers  and  pupils 
were  characterized  by  honesty  of  purpose  and  desire  of  achieve- 
ment. The  hearty  co-operation  of  an  intelligent  and  sympathetic 
Board  of  Directors,  the  visits  of  many  patrons  and  their  kind  ap- 
preciation of  what  has  been  done  in  our  schools ;  these  are  factors  to 
which  our  progress,  in  a  great  measure,  is  due. 

Our  course  of  study  and  general  plan  of  work  have  been  much 
the  same  during  the -past  year  as  in  the  former  years  of  my  incum- 
bency. Throughout  the  term  T  have  had  Prof.  Maurice  E.  Bennett 
visit  our  district  and  instruct  the  teachers  in  his  writing  course.  All 
teachers  have  been  required  to  submit  lessons  in  this  course  every 
two  weeks  and  it  has  resulted  in  much  benefit  to  our  teachers  as  well 
as  their  pupils.  A  gratifying  part  of  this  writing  course  has  been 
the  enthusiasm  manifested  by  the  teachers  in  this  feature  of  the 
work.  Music  has  also  progressed  satisfactorily,  some  buildings  hav- 
ing shown  surprising  results. 

Owing  to  an  increased  enrollment  of  pupils,  we  were  obliged  to 
erect  a  six-room  addition  to  the  Lincoln  building  in  Ranshaw.  This 
building  is  up  to  date  and  designed  especially  to  meet  all  require- 
ments for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  child. 

Patrons'  Day  was  well  observed  in  all  schools  throughout  the  dis- 
trict. Elaborate  displays  in  the  various  rooms  showed  the  good 
results  of  hard  work  by  the  teachers  and  splendid  efforts  on  the 
part  of  the  pupils.  In  the  McKinley  building  more  than  six  hundred 
patrons  visited  the  rooms.  The  hall  was  tastefully  decorated  and 
an  elaborate  program  pleased  the  many  visitors.  Reports  from  other 
buildings  showed  gratifying  co-operation  by  parents  and  friends  in 
the  work  of  our  children. 

The  sixteenth  annual  commencement  of  the  high  school  was  held 
in  the  Grand  Opera  House  and  attended  by  a  representative  audi- 
ence which  filled  the  opera  house.  A  class  of  thirteen  young  men 
and  twelve  young  ladies  graduated.  Dr.  George  P.  Bible  delivered 
the  commencement  oration  to  the  graduates  and  thoroughly  pleased 
his  entire  audience. 

We  enrolled  one  hundred  thirty-one  pupils  in  our  high  school  for 
the  term  just  closed.  Owing  to  the  constantly  increasing  number  of 
students  each  year,  our  building  is  too  small,  but  the  School  Board 
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has  plans  under  advisement  for  enlarging  this  building.  The  Board 
also  contemplates  establishing  a  high  school  course  of  four  years 
instead  of  three  as  now  established.  Considering  the  distance  many 
of  our  students  are  obliged  to  travel,  the  phenomenal  growth  of  our 
high  school  speaks  well  for  the  community. 

Medical  inspection  is  an  important  department  in  our  school  or- 
ganization and  continues  to  show  excellent  results.  A  great  benefit 
derived  from  the  inspection  is  the  emphasis  placed  upon  the  proper 
care  of  the  body.  Two  threatened  epidemics  during  the  year  just 
closed  were  averted  by  prompt  action  on  the  part  of  our  medical 
inspector. 

Our  seventh  annual  institute  held  during  the  week  of  August  16 
to  21,  1916,  was  one  of  the  most  helpful  and  best  in  our  history. 
The  sessions  were  held  in  the  high  school  auditorium,  and  every 
teacher  was  in  attendance.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  D.  H.  Gordi- 
nier,  of  State  Norma*!  School,  Millersville,  Pa.;  Miss  Margaret  Ma- 
guire,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Hon.  R.  M.  McNeal,  of  Harrisburg. 
Great  interest  was  manifested  in  the  subjects  treated  upon  by  the 
instructors,  who  came  well  prepared  with  sound  and  practical  ma- 
terial. The  general  public  also  showed  hearty  interest  in  the  work 
of  our  institute. 

The  work  during  the  year  has  been  made  pleasant  by  the  sincere 
co-operation  of  directors,  teachers  and  general  public.  We  are  grate- 
ful for  the  assistance  rendered,  and  the  recognition  accorded  our 
efforts. 


COATESVILLE— William  T.  Gordon. 


Considering  the  adverse  conditions  under  which  our  teachers  and 
pupils  have  been  obliged  to  labor,  the  past  year  may  be  said  to  have 
been  one  of  at  least  fair  success  along  most  lilies  of  educational 
activity. 

Owing  to  a  lack  of  school  buildings  and  a  rapid  increase  in  school 
population,  our  Board  of  Education  was  obliged  to  secure,  rent  and 
equip  a  large  number  of  rooms  located  in  many  different  parts  of  the 
city.  All  of  these  rooms  were  illy  fitted  for  school  purposes  in  point 
of  location,  heating  and  ventilation.  Notwithstanding  these  unfa- 
vorable conditions,  by  faithful  work  on  the  part  of  our  teachers  and 
a  willing  co-operation  on  the  part  of  our  pupils,  we  were  able  to  ac- 
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coraplish  such   results  as  warrant  our   recording  the  year   as  one 
of  success  in  almost  every  department  of  educational  work. 

In  the  high  school  the  conditions,  though  far  from  ideal,  were 
much  more  favorable  than  they  were  in  the  grades;  consequently, 
satisfactory  results  were  much  more  easily  accomplished.  In  this 
department  the  year  was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  history 
of  the  school.  The  annual  high  school  commencement  exercises  were 
held  in  the  Coatesville  Opera  House  on  the  evening  of  June  15,  1916, 
at  which  time  forty-four  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  received  diplo- 
mas. The  commencement  address  was  made  by  Dr.  Edwin  Erie 
Sparks,  president  of  Pennsylvania  State  College,  to  a  crowded 
house. 

Our  new  high  school  building,  which  for  the  last  sixteen  months 
has  been  in  course  of  erection,  is  now  nearing  completion;  and  we 
hope  to  occupy  it  at  the  opening  of  next  term  in  the  early  part  of 
September,  1916.  When  this  building  is  completed  and  fully 
qquippgd,  it  will  be  one  of  the  finest  and  best  appointed  high  school 
buildings  in  the  State,  outside  of  the  large  cities,  and  one  of  which 
we  shall  feel  very  proud. 

With  the  extensive  and  rapid  expansion  of  our  big  steel  plants 
and  the  consequent  influx  of  large  families  into  our  city,  the  de- 
mands upon  our  schools  during  the  next  year  or  two  are  certain  to 
be  for  beyond  our  present  school  room  capacity,  even  with  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  high  school  building.  To  meet  these  demands,  we 
shall  be  obliged  to  erect  one  or  more  new  buildings  during  the  com- 
ing year.  To  pay  for  these  buildings  and  the  extensive  parks  and 
playgrounds  now  about  to  be  acquired  and  equipped  by  our  city,  will 
require  a  considerable  increase  in  taxation,  and  will  impose  quite  a 
burden  upon  our  taxpayers.  But  we  shall  cheerfully  bear  the  bur- 
den for  the  public  good,  and  our  city  will  still  prosper. 

For  a  number  of  years  we  have  been  endeavoring  to  induce  our 
Board  of  Education  to  introduce  manual  training  and  domestic  sci- 
ence into  our  school  curriculum,  but  thus  far  without  success.  With 
the  great  expansion  of  our  industrial  interests,  the  demand  for  vo- 
cational training  will,  I  trust,  become  so  great  that  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  include  these  branches  in  our  curricula  at  once.  In  my 
next  annual  report  I  hope  to  be  able  to  report  rapid  progress  along 
this  line. 
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COLUMBIA— William  C.  Sampson. 


The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  1915-16  was  1,782,  901  males, 
and  881  females.  There  were  1,578  pupils  in  the  grades  and  204  in 
the  high  school. 

Our  high  school  was  very  much  crowded  during  the  past  year.  A 
new  building  is  being  erected  to  relieve  this  condition.  This  build- 
ing will  contain  fourteen  class  rooms,  study  halls,  gymnasium,  and 
offices  and  retiring  rooms;  additional  space  has  been  provided  for 
manual  training  and  domestic  science,  which  we  hope  to  have  in- 
stalled at  some  future  time. 

The  year  has  been  a  profitable  and  prosperous  one.  A  spirit  of 
co-operation  has  existed  between  the  school  authorities  and  the 
patrons.  The  finances  of  the  district  have  never  been  in  .a  finer 
state.  The  general  commercial,  industrial,  and  educational  activities 
of  the  entire  community  have  gone  forward  in  leaps  and  bounds.  All 
of  the  teachers,  officers  and  janitors  have  been  elected  at  an  in- 
crease in  salary.  One  additional  teacher  has  been  added  to  the  high 
school  faculty. 

The  work  in  all  departments  was  well  done.  The  spirit  between 
the  teachers,  officers,  and  Board  of  Directors  was  commendable  and 
all  worked  earnestly  and  conscientiously.  Commencement  was  held 
June  6th.  Dr.  R.  B.  Teitrick  was  the  speaker  and  all  who  beard  him 
enjoyed  bis  address.  Twenty-nine  young  men  and  women  were  gradu- 
ated, and  a  large  percentage  of  these  will  pursue  their  work  in  some 
higher  institution  of  learning.  / 

The  continuation  school  was  as  successful  as  might  be  expected  in 
the  first  year.  There  were  128  pupils  enrolled.  The  employers  co- 
operated with  the  school  authorities  and  we  were  able  to  grade  them 
to  advantage. 

I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  help  rendered  by  the 
Department  in  every  way. 


CONNELLSV1LLE— S.  P.  Ashe. 


The  schools  closed  in  the  city  of  Connellsville  for  the  year  1915-16 
with  the  largest  attendance  in  the  history  of  the  city — 2,875.  In 
addition  to  the  day  school,  we  maintained  this  year  a  very  successful 
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fourteen  weeks'  night  school.  It  was  more  successful  than  in  previ- 
ous years  because  we  were  able  to  hold  the  attendance  to  the  end  of 
the  term  better  than  we  had  before.  This,  I  think,  was  due  to  our  ef- 
forts to  meet  the  pupil  on  his  ground.  The  average  attendance  was 
117. 

Our  school  year  was  somewhat  broken  up  on  account  of  the  neces- 
sity of  having  some  schools  on  single  sessions.  This  was  made  neces- 
sary by  the  condemnation  of  the  central  school  building. 

We  have  just  let  the  contract  for  a  new  grade  school  building  on 
the  West  Side.  This  building  is  to  have  twelve  rooms,  library,  of- 
fices, and  combination  auditorium  and  gymnasium.  We  have  also 
let  the  contract  for  a  combination  junior  and  senior  high  school. 
These  buildings  together  will  cost  about  $275,000.00.  The  money  was 
raised  through  the  sale  of  $250,000.00  bond  issue.  Much  opposition 
arose  against  this  issue,  but  was  overcome  by  a  publicity  campaign 
copied  after  that  inaugurated  by  Superintendent  Bush  of  Erie.  I 
heartily  commend  that  plan  for  results. 

Medical  inspection  was  conducted  this  year  in  our  schools  on  a 
new  plan.  A  physician  was  engaged  who  gave  practically  all  of  the 
day  to  the  work.  During  one  part  of  the  day  she  examined  the 
pupils;  during  another  part  of  the  day  she  visited  the  homes  of  the 
children.  We  believe  that  this  was  a  more  successful  method  to  ob- 
tain permanent  results  than  that  used  in  previous  years. 

For  institute  we  conducted  during  this  year  a  university  extension 
course  with  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  This  course  consisted  of 
two  course  of  lectures,  one  by  Dr.  Jesse  H.  White,  the  other  by  Dr. 
Lincoln  K.  Gibbs.  In  addition  to  all  of  the  teachers,  quite  a  num- 
ber of  people  of  town  and  a  number  of  teachers  from  the  township 
attended. 

An  exhibit  was  given  this  year  in  manual  and  domestic  arts  lit 
the  Merchants'  Exposition  held  in  the  State  Armory.  I  think  this 
exhibit  did  more  to  strengthen  the  work  along  these  lines  than  any- 
thing that  we  have  been  able  to  do  in  previous  years.  We  succeeded 
in  getting  more  of  the  people  who  were  not  acquainted  with  the  work 
of  the  schools  to  see  what  was  being  done  along  these  lines  than  we 
ever  had  been  before  in  the  exhibits  that  were  held  in  the  school. 


15 
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CONSHOHOCKEN— A.  M.  Weaver. 


I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  herewith  my  first  annual  report  of 
the  public  schools  of  Conshohocken. 

The  enrollment  for  the  school  year,  1915-1G,  was  745  in  the  grades, 
125  in  the  high  school,  and  139  in  the  continuation  school,  making 
a  total  enrollment  of  1,009  pupils.  Never  before  in  the  history  of  the 
public  schools  of  Conshohocken  have  so  many  pupils  received  instruc- 
tion in  any  one  year.  This  growth  necessitated  an  increase  of  one 
mill  in  the  tax  rate.  It  has  also  required  the  addition  of  three  teach- 
ers to  the  present  corps.  Two  of  them  are  to  teach  in  the  high  school 
and  one  in  the  grades. 

The  attendance  in  the  high  school  was  the  largest  that  it  has  ever 
been.  This  growth  is  particularly  gratifying.  It  shows  to  what 
extent  the  public  is  recognizing  the  value  of  a  high  school  educa- 
tion. 

At  the  annual  commencement  in  June  thirteen  pupils  were  granted 
diplomas — the  first  to  be  graduated  with  a  full  four  years'  high 
school  course. 

The  class  which  enters  high  school  in  September  numbers  thirty- 
five  and  the  class  which  is  to  be  admitted  next  February  has  eighteen 
members.  These  facts  sIioav  clearly  why  the  present  high  school 
teaching  force  has  been  increased.  Besides  the  new  high  school 
building  will  another  year  be  taxed  to  its  utmost  capacity  in  order 
to  accommodate  this  increased  attendance. 

With  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  plans  were  made  for  a 
wider  use  of  the  school  plant.  A  large  vacant  room  on  the  ground 
floor  of  the  high  school  building  was  accordingly  fitted  up  as  a  gym- 
nasium. The  Board  of  Education  furnished  the  materials  for  the 
floor,  bleachers,  etc.,  and  the  boys  under  the  direction  of  the  manual 
training  teacher  did  the  work.  The  result  is  a  splendid  school  gym- 
nasium for  a  town  the  size  of  ours  with  a  small  outlay  of  money. 

During  the  basketball  season  both  the  boys'  and  girls'  teams  of 
the  high  school  played  games  with  teams  from  neighboring  high 
schools.  Inter-class  games  were  also  played.  These  games  were  well 
patronized  by  the  public  and  served  to  develop  an  excellent  school 
spirit  not  only  in  the  high  school  student  body  but  in  the  community 
as  well. 

As  fast  as  the  financial  circumstances  of  the  district  will  permit, 
equipment  will  be  added  to  the  high  school  gymnasium  for  regular, 
systematic  class  instruction  for  all  pupils  physically  fitted  to  par- 
ticipate in  such  physical  training. 
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The  gymnasium  also  served  us  well  as  a  suitable  place  to  hold 
various  school  functions  and  the  alumni  association  of  the  high 
school  found  here  ample  accommodations  for  their  annual  banquet. 

Much  use  was  made  of  the  splendid  auditorium  in  the  high  school. 
A  course  of  five  entertainments  was  given  under  the  auspices  of  the 
high  school.  Even  though  it  was  an  innovation  and  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  Ave  were  rather  late  in  getting  the  course  under  way  yet  it 
proved  to  be  a  financial  success  and  created  such  an  interest  in  the 
community  that  we  had  before  the  course  closed  enough  tickets  sold 
to  guarantee  its  financial  success  for  another  year. 

The  high  school  students  gave  an  operetta  which  showed  clearly 
the  value  of  instruction  in  music  in  the  public  schools.  The  Phila- 
delphia Conservatory  of  Music,  the  Chautauqua  Association  and  the 
choir  of  the  Calvary  Episcopal  Church  also  gave  entertainments,  edu- 
cational in  their  character,  in  the  high  school  auditorium. 

The  Board  of  Education  grants  to  a  local  playground  association 
the  use  of  the  grounds  at  the  grade  schools  during  the  month  of 
July  and  August.  This  association  is  supported  by  voluntary  sub- 
scriptions. It  employs  two  competent  instructors  to  direct  and  super- 
vise the  play  of  the  children  during  the  two  months  that  the  schools 
are  not  in  session.  The  playground  is  open  to  all  the  boys  and  girls 
of  the  town  without  any  charge. 

At  the  recommendation  of  my  predecessor  the  Board  of  Education 
adopted  the  departmental  plan  of  teaching  the  sixth,  seventh  and 
eighth  grades.  It  fell  to  my  lot  to  organize  the  work  for  those  grades. 
The  task  was  not  an  easy  one  for  seven  classes  were  to  be  taught  by 
six  teachers,  besides  there  was  no  main  study  hall  from  which  these 
pupils  could  be  sent  to  different  class  rooms  for  their  recitations. 
However,  by  shifting  teachers  and  at  times  pupils  we  finally  com- 
pleted the  organization. 

The  results  were  quite  satisfactory  in  spite  of  handicaps.  We 
were  very  fortunate  in  having  teachers  of  ability  and  experience  to 
carry  out  the  organization  after  it  was  effected.  The  departmental 
system  enables  a  teacher  who  is  particularly  capable  of  teaching  some 
particular  subject  to  teach  that  subject  to  the  exclusion  of  those 
subjects  in  which  she  is  less  capable  of  doing  effective  work.  A 
great  deal  of  emphasis  was  laid  by  the  history  teacher  on  the  sub- 
ject of  community  civics.  Much  use  was  made  by  the  pupils  of  the 
public  library  in  order  to  supplement  the  regular  work  of  the  text 
book. 

Additions  to  the  teaching  force  for  next  year  will  allow  us  to 
smooth  out  and  perfect  the  organization  of  this  system  of  teach- 
ing and  with  teachers  of  ability  and  experience  teaching  the  various 
subjects  we  are  anticipating  very  satisfactory  results. 
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One  of  the  most  gratifying  results  of  the  year's  work  is  the  increase 
in  salaries  of  teachers  for  next  year.  The  salaries  of  eighteen  teach- 
ers were  raised  in  amounts  which  vary  from  twenty-five  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  per  year.  The  Board  of  Education  added  in 
all  nearly  thirteen  hundred  dollars  to  teachers'  salaries.  And  even 
though  our  salaries  are  still  lower  than  the  salaries  paid  by  our 
neighbors,  yet  we  have  made,  I  am  sure,  very  substantial  progress 
in  the  right  direction. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  regularly  held  during  the  year  and  a 
standard  work  on  education  was  studied  and  discussed.  Besides  this 
work  for  the  professional  growth  of  teachers  some  of  our  teachers 
took  work  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  other  schools. 

A  joint  continuation  school  was  established  by  the  two  Consho- 
hockens  and  was  conducted  under  my  supervision.  This  school  will 
furnish  the  basis  of  a  special  report  to  the  Bureau  of  Vocational 
Education  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  chemical  laboratory  in  the  high  school  was  equipped  with 
apparatus  and  at  the  beginning  of  next  school  year  the  necessary 
apparatus  to  properly  teach  physics  will  be  purchased. 

Fire  drills  were  held  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law 
and  the  compulsory  attendance  and  vaccination  laws  were  carefully 
enforced.  The  percentage  of  attendance  in  the  grades  was  94  and 
in  the  high  school  97  in  spite  of  the  worst  epidemic  of  children's  dis- 
eases the  town  ever  had. 

We  were  very  much  aided  in  our  efforts  to  promote  the  health  of 
school  children  by  a  community  nurse.  She  was  not  employed  by 
the  Board  of  Education  but  by  a  private  association  which  kindly 
allowed  us  to  make  use  of  her  services  at  times.  She  helped  us  with 
the  follow-up  work  after  the  reports  of  the  medical  examiner  were 
sent  to  the  parents.  She  investigated  cases  of  absence  from  school, 
reported  to  be  due  to  illness  and  was  very  helpful  in  securing  aid  for 
poor  families  whose  children  were  absence  from  school  because  of 
lack  of  shoes,  clothing,  etc. 

We  take  this  occasion  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  so  kindly  assisting  us  at  different  times  during  the  year.  We 
are  deeply  grateful  to  a  splendid,  progressive  Board  of  Education 
whose  assistance  and  hearty  co-operation  have  made  the  school  year 
that  has  passed  such  a  delightful  memory.  We  wish  to  express  our 
appreciation  for  the  loyalty  shown,  and  the  excellent  service  ren- 
dered by  our  teachers  and  we  would  not  forget  an  appreciative  pub- 
lic which  has  also  given  us  much  encouragement. 
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CORRY— C.  L.  Wilson. 


The  revision  of  the  course  of  study  in  the  grades  has  been  continued 
from  the  past  year.  It  seems  well  to  give  another  year  to  "working 
it  out"  before  having  it  printed. 

A  revised  course  of  study  for  the  high  school  was  adopted  by 
the  board  of  education  on  June  21st,  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  printer. 

The  new  course  adds  a  year  of  English  and  a  year  of  general 
science.  It  revises  the  required  and  elective  features,  limiting  the 
scope  of  the  former,  and  extending  the  latter. 

All  of  the  schools  have  added  materially  during  the  year  to  their 
equipment,  in  the  way  of  virtrolas,  busts  and  pictures. 

A  night  school  with  a  commercial  department  was  conducted  suc- 
cessfully as  a  private  venture,  in  charge  of  Mr.  M.  L.  Brown  of  the 
high  school  faculty.  The  board  of  education  donated  the  use  of  the 
high  school  building  for  the  purpose. 

The  schools  gave  tuition  in  domestic  science  and  dietetics  to  a 
class  of  nurses  from  the  city  hospital,  and  in  return  for  this  tuition 
had  the  use  of  a  registered  nurse  for  visiting  schools  and  homes  and 
making  physical  examination  of  pupils.  The  plan  was  quite  success- 
ful and  the  arrangement  will  probably  be  continued. 

The  grades  closed  the  year  with  a  big  athletic  meet  at  which  pupils 
were  divided  into  classes  based  upon  sex  and  age,  as  contestants 
in  the  various  events. 

Numerous  prizes  were  contributed  by  the  merchants  of  the  city. 

The  high  school  closed  a  good  year  with  the  graduation  of  fifty-two 
students,  the  largest  class  the  school  ever  had. 

A  summer  term  under  the  charge  of  the  board  of  education  opened 
on  June  19th,  one  week  after  the  close  of  the  regular  term.  For 
five  weeks  high  school  subjects  only  will  be  taught,  and  for  the  re- 
maining time  grade  subjects  only. 

The  summer  term  will  close  August  18th,  two  weeks  before  the 
opening  of  the  regular  term  in  September. 
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DANVILLE— D.  N.  Dieffenbacher. 


While  the  school  year  just  closed  has  not  been  marked  by  any 
unusual  events  or  radical  changes,  yet  it  was  one  of  commendable 
activity,  consistent  effort  and  of  commensurate  results  along  rational 
lines  of  progress. 

Four  months'  experience  in  administering  a  continuation  school, 
authorized  under  the  Act  of  1915,  has  furnished  considerable  data 
wherewith  to  test  the  theories  applied  in  the  establishment  of  these 
schools.  Of  eighty-five  pupils,  of  whom  data  were  secured,  practically 
all  give  evidence  that  they  gained  valuable  knowledge  as  to  industrial 
conditions  and  that  they  possess  greater  industrial  intelligence  as 
results  of  continuation  school  attendance. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  teach  the  variable  vocational  subjects, — 
the  course  of  study  was  limited  to  academic  subjects  and  the  fixed 
vocational  subjects,  embracing  English,  industrial  geography,  hygiene 
for  the  worker,  civics,  industrial  mathematics,  shop  sketching,  in- 
cluding freehand  drawing  and  mechanical  drawing. 

Through  the  influence  exerted  by  the  teacher,  A.  Cameron  Bobb,  the 
pupils  have  learned  to  take  altogether  a  new  view  of  life.  They  see 
a  new  motive  for  study,  and  that  they  do  study  is  quite  apparent  from 
the  results  attained.  While  some  pupils  have  been  directed  into 
better  industrial  positions,  others  have  been  stimulated  to  make  special 
preparation  for  better  positions.  By  co-operation  of  home  and  em- 
ployer, the  pupil  in  the  continuation  school  comes  to  realize  that 
regularity  and  punctuality  are  essential  to  success. 

The  annual  musicales  and  exhibit  of  work  held  in  the  different 
schools  of  the  borough  proved  a  great  success.  The  programs  were 
rendered  in  a  manner  that  was  highly  creditable.  The  patrons  showed 
their  appreciation  of  what  was  being  done  in  the  schools  by  responding 
to  the  invitation  extended  and  being  present  at  the  musicales  and 
visiting  the  rooms  where  the  work  was  on  exhibition.  The  high 
standards  attained  in  the  grades  as  well  as  in  the  high  school  caused 
much  favorable  comment.  The  buildings  at  times  were  swarming 
with  people.  It  was  estimated  that  in  all  no  less  than  two  thousand 
persons  visited  the  schools. 

The  idea  for  establishing  this  day  in  the  schools  was  to  bring  as 
many  of  the  parents  of  the  pupils  into  the  schools  as  possible,  so 
that  their  interest  might  be  aroused  by  witnessing  the  regular  work 
and  beholding  the  results  of  their  children's  efforts  during  the  year. 
Whenever  the  pupils  do  creditable  work  it  is  saved  for  this  occasion. 
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Thus  the  ambition  of  the  pupil  is  aroused  to  do  good  work  so  that 
their  parents  may  not  be  disappointed  when  they  attend  this  annual 
exhibition.  I  know  of  nothing  that  keeps  alive  public  interest  in  edu- 
cation more  than  a  day  set  apart  for  a  visitation  from  the  parents 
of  the  children. 

Overcrowding  in  the  schools  of  the  borough  is  a  condition  that 
has  given  the  school  board  a  good  deal  of  concern  during  the  past 
year.  There  was  a  lack  of  room  and  of  teachers  both  in  the  high 
school  and  in  the  grades.  The  high  school  is  doing  splendid  work, 
but  it  cannot  continue  to  do  it  if  each  year's  increase  is  crowded 
into  already  insufficient  quarters.  The  continuation  school  occupied 
the  directors'  room  and  superintendent's  office  three  days  of  each 
week,  about  twenty-five  different  pupils  being  present  each  day.  This 
arrangement  was  not  very  satisfactory  either  to  the  school  or  to  the 
office,  and  worked  to  the  disadvantage  of  both. 

There  was  also  much  overcrowding  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades 
where  more  pupils  were  enrolled  than  ever  before.  This  was  due 
partly  to  a  greater  desire  on  the  part  of  pupils  in  these  grades  for 
further  education,  and  partly  to  recent  legislation  which  prevents 
pupils  from  leaving  the  regular  school  to  go  to  work  until  they  have 
completed  the  sixth  grade.  Tt  was  deemed  advisable  in  one  primary 
grade  of  about  sixty  pupils  to  install  another  teacher  so  that  more 
individual  attention  might  be  given  the  pupils.  This  brought  about 
better  results,  but  with  two  classes  reciting  at  the  same  time  in  one 
room,  the  arrangement  was  far  from  being  ideal. 

The  board  of  education  feeling  the  need  of  more  room,  submitted 
to  the  voters  the  question  of  a  new  high  school  building.  The  propo- 
sition was1  defeated  by  a  small  majority.  That  a  new  building  is 
necessary  is  the  opinion  and  judgment  of  nearly  all  the  patrons  of 
the  school,  all  the  members  of  the  board,  the  teachers  and  superin- 
tendent. I  am  hopeful  that  the  voters  will  become  interested,  and  at 
the  next  opportunity,  vote  for  the  proposition. 

We  have  some  home  and  school  gardens,  which  it  is  believed  will 
have  the  effect  among  the  pupils  of  increasing  their  interest  in  nature 
study  besides  encouraging  habits  of  industry  and  teaching  them  to 
see  the  beauty  of  tidiness  and  an  orderly  arrangement  of  things 
about  their  homes.  Prizes  have  been  offered  for  the  best  vegetable 
and  flower  plots  planted  and  cared  for  by  the  pupils,  who  are  very 
interested  in  all  the  details  of  "making"  the  garden,  and  in  its 
cultivation  and  care.    They  are  eagerly  anticipating  results. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  wish  to  thank  Dr.  Schaeffer  and  others 
in  official  position  in  the  State  Department  for  the  favors  which  I 
have  received  at  their  hands  dining  the  vear. 
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DAUBY— Wilmer  A.  Krieder, 


The  school  term  of  1915-16  opened  September  7th  and  closed  June 
30th.  The  total  attendance  for  the  year  was  1,556,  an  increase  of 
6  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year.  The  total  "enrollment  of  the 
high  school  was  184,  an  increase  of  22  per  cent,  more  than  the 
previous  year.  The  average  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year 
is  93. 

In  general,  conditions  have  been  favorable  for  a  successful  school 
year.  No  contagious  disease  at  any  time  made  any  headway,  al- 
though several  made  their  appearance  but  were  successfully  isolated 
by  the  vigilance  of  the  board  of  health.  The  efficient  medical  and 
dental  inspection  in  the  schools  may  also  be  credited  as  a  factor  in 
the  excellent  health  record  of  the  district. 

The  board  with  far  sighted  wisdom  completed  two  new  buildings 
in  time  for  the  opening  of  school,  and  this  made  it  possible  for  us 
to  take  care  of  the  surplus  pupils  without  putting  any  of  them  on 
half  time.  Not  only  do  the  new  buildings  supply  the  present  needs, 
but  they  will  provide  for  the  increase  for  several  years  in  the  future. 
In  addition  to  an  added  attraction  in  the  new  buildings,  the  grounds 
of  the  two  schools  have  been  further  beautified  by  having  them  care- 
fully graded  and  shrubbery  planted.  The  school  property  at  Sixth 
and  Walnut  Streets,  which  occupies  an  entire  city  block  one  full 
side  of  which  is  occupied  by  the  two  buildings  of  gray  stone,  presents 
a  very  fine  and  imposing  appearance.  The  new  building  at  this  place 
is  used  entirely  for  high  school  purposes.  The  advantages  of  having 
a  separate  high  school  are  very  apparent  in  the  increased  standards 
of  scholarship,  in  the  increased  attendance,  and  in  the  awakening  of 
the  school  to  social  and  athletic  activities. 

Perhaps  no  feature  of  our  schools  has  shown  the  marked  advance 
during  the  year  which  the  high  school  athletics  have  shown.  For- 
tunate in  securing  the  services  of  a  young  college  man  who  under- 
stands all  phases  of  athletics  the  school  leaped  into  a  high  place  in 
athletic  standing  among  the  schools  of  the  community.  A  unique  and 
successful  feature  of  the  year  was  a  girls'  track  meet.  The  gym- 
nasium of  the  new  high  school  affords  an  opportunity  for  regular 
supervised  gymnastic  exercises  as  well  as  for  the  indoor  sports. 

The  educational  function  receiving  most  attention  is  the  enriching 
and  the  broadening  of  the  course  of  study.  The  reading  and  English 
courses  have  been  broadened  from  the  first  grade  to  the  twelfth  by 
the  addition  of  several  supplementary  texts  in  each  grade,  either  of 
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interesting  reading  or  of  light  classics.  Such  material  will  catch 
and  hold  the  attention  of  the  pupil  and  give  him  an  appetite  for  good 
literature.  The  courses  in  arithmetic  and  physiology  have  also  been 
so  changed  that  the  subject  matter  that  is  unlikely  to  function  in 
the  child's  life  is  enthely  eliminated  or  has  been  touched  upon  but 
lightly. 

The  only  attempt  at  any  tbing  like  industrial  education  is  made 
in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  where  manual  training  consisting  of 
designing,  wood-carving,  and  clay  modeling  is  given  alike  to  boys 
and  girls.  As  the  number  of  minors  necessary  for  a  vocational  school 
was  not  found,  none  was  started. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  year  was  the  application  of  standard 
tests  to  the  work  of  the  class  rooms.  It  was  gratifying  to  see  the 
interest  with  which  teachers  applied  these  tests  and*  compared  the 
results,  thus  proving  them  to  be  a  measurement  and  an  incentive  at 
the  same  time. 

We  feel  that  the  professionl  standard  of  our  teachers  is  rising  in 
a  degree  most  encouraging.  Professional  reading  and  study  are  gen- 
eral and  the  language  of  discussion  proves  that  application  is  made 
of  what  is  read  and  studied. 

In  general  the  year  stands  out  as  a  formative  period  in  the  history 
of  the  school  and  if  every  advantage  is  pressed  in  the  future  it  will 
be  looked  upon  as  the  year  in  which  many  good  seeds  were  planted. 

Finally  we  are  grateful  and  much  indebted  to  the  Department 
for  the  many  helpful  suggestions  and  especially  for  the  bulletins  in- 
forming us  of  what  the  live  superintendents  are  doing. 


DICKSON  CITY— A.  W.  Marvin. 


The  school  term  of  1915-16  ended  on  June  C,  the  commencement 
evercises  having  been  held  on  Friday  evening,  June  2,  when  a  class 
of  twelve  young  people  were  graduated.  This  was  the  largest  class 
ever  graduated  from  the  Dickson  City  high  school. 

The  work  accomplished  by  the  instructors  in  the  high  school  was 
commensurate  with  the  increase  in  the  size  of  the  class.  One  ad- 
ditional teacher  was  hired  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  making  a  total 
of  four  who  gave  their  whole  time  to  high  school  teaching. 

A  new  course  of  study  was  developed  during  the  past  two  years 
which  was  made  to  conform  largely  to  that  suggested  in  the  Manual 
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for  Borough  and  Township  High  Schools  in  Pennsylvania,  issued  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction.  This  new  course  of  study 
was  adopted  by  the  school  board,  December  1,  1915.  As  a  result  of 
better  work  and  increased  efficiency  our  high  school  is  now  rated 
among  those  of  the  second  class. 

The  greatly  increased  number  of  school  children  in  the  district 
made  it  necessary  to  conduct  half -day  sessions  in  nine  different  school 
rooms  and  to  hire  additional  teachers.  Notwithstanding  this  handi- 
cap, the  teachers  in  nearly  all  cases,  showed  themselves  equal  to 
the  ever  increasing  tasks  before  them.  Their  enthusiasm  has  also 
been  well  marked  in  the  performance  of  professional  study,  for  the 
encouragement  of  which  have  been  conducted  monthly  meetings 
throughout  the  major  part  of  the  year. 

A  new  twelre-room  building,  for  which  there  has  been  a  struggle 
for  some  time,  and  for  which  there  is  great  need,  is  now  in  course 
of  construction.  This  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  on  or  about  Jan- 
uary 1,  1917.    Thus  relief  is  in  sight. 

A  deviation  from  the  trodden  path  was  indulged  during  the  year 
in  the  establishment  of  a  "Patrons'  Day."  This  was  held  on  Friday 
June  2.  It  is  the  intention,  however,  to  have  it  occur  earlier  in 
the  term  during  the  ensuing  year  and  thus  give  it  the  attention  which 
it  requires.  The  work,  principally  drawing  and  writing,  of  pupils 
of  all  grades  was  placed  for  inspection.  A  considerable  number  of 
patrons  and  those  interested  in  education  responded  to  the  invitation. 
It  is  the  intention  to  emphasize  before  the  people  of  the  district  the 
importance  of  this  event  as  a  creator  of  interest  in  the  public  schools. 

A  continuation  school,  employing  one  teacher,  was  opened  January 
17.  The  pupils  were  released  from  the  different  industries  of  the 
vicinity  in  such  a  manner  as  to  allow  a  different  class  for  each  day 
of  the  school  week.  The  hours  were  from  8  o'clock  A.  M.  to  12 
o'clock  M.,  and  from  1  o'clock  P.  M.  to  5  o'clock  P.  M.  The  number 
of  pupils  expected  to  attend  the  school  during  the  coining  school  year 
will  necessitate  the  hiring  of  two  teachers  instead  of  one  as  was  the 
case  during  the  past  year. 

Taking  all  things  into  consideration,  the  schools  of  Dickson  City 
may  be  regarded  as  having  closed  a  successful  year,  which  was  very 
materially  assisted  by  the  kindly  suggestions  and  advice  rendered  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  for  which  we  desire  in  con- 
clusion to  express  our  sincere  appreciation. 
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The  year  has  been  characterized  by  steady,  quiet  and  earnest 
work.  Very  few  innovations  have  been  attempted.  The  departmental 
system  which  was  inaugurated  during  the  previous  year  is  continu- 
ing to  meet  with  success  from  every  point  of  view.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  term  it  was  found  necessary  to  add  another  teacher  to  the 
high  school  faculty.  That  made  seven  teachers  devoting  all  of 
their  time  to  high  school  work  with  three  departmental  teachers 
doing  part  high  school  work. 

Spanish  was  introduced  into  the  high  school  course.  It  is  required 
in  the  commercial  course  and  elective  in  th'e  other  courses.  With 
our  trade  relations  with  South  America  being  in  the  condition  that 
they  are  at  the  present  time  and  with  the  opportunities  that  Latin 
countries  offer  to  young  men  and  young  women,  it  was  deemed  more 
advisable  to  introduce  Spanish  rather  than  French.  And  judging 
from  the  fact  that  it  has  recently  been  discovered  that  nineteen  of 
the  South  American  republics  have  entered  into  an  alliance  to  pro- 
tect themselves  against  any  invasion  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
it  would  seem  that  a  knowledge  of  the  language,  the  customs,  the 
habits  and  the  government  of  those  republics  would  be  of  the  most 
vital  importance  to  the  men  and  women  who  will  soon  be  controlling 
the  destinies  of  the  nation.  While  our  Spanish  department  offers  a 
very  meager  start  in  this  direction  it  is  nevertheless  a  start.  The 
commercial  course  is  growing  in  favor  with  our  high  school  pupils  and 
each  year  shows  a  substantial  increase  in  the  enrollment  in  this 
department. 

During  the  year  the  music  department  under  the  able  direction  of 
Miss  Margaret  R.  Smiley  made  remarkable  progress.  An  orchestra 
was  organized  and  after  rehearsing  for  some  time  made  several  public 
appearances.  Although  they  do  not  play  with  the  skill  and  fineness 
of  professionals,  yet  this  organization  bids  fair  to  become  very 
efficient  and  at  the  same  time  allow  pupils  to  get  training  on  their 
instruments.  Choruses  were  organized  among  the  high  school  students 
and  some  exceptionally  good  music  was  rendered.  Credits  were  given 
in  instrumental  music  for  work  done-  outside  by  school  under  the 
direction  of  an  accredited  teacher,  the  marks  being  given  by  the 
teacher  and  the  pupil  being  given  credit  on  the  report  card.  One 
hour  per  day  was  allowed  for  practice  and  tlie  pupil  was  allowed  to 
substitute  the  work  in  music  for  some  academic  subject. 

A  continuation  school  was  organized  January  1st,  1916  and  con- 
ducted along  the  lines  designed  by  the  state  department.    Forty-three 
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pupils  were  enrolled  and  the  school  was  open  for  two  days  each 
week. 

Evening  classes  were  conducted  for  adult  foreigners  in  which 
there  was  an  enrollment  of  one  hundred  twenty-five.  There  the  work 
was  chiefly  to  teach  English,  stiess  being  placed  on  the  words  with 
which  they  would  come  in  contact  in  their  work  at  the  mills  such 
as  reading  danger  signals,  shipping  tags,  etc.  Some  work  in  ele- 
mentary arithmetic  was  also  done. 

The  domestic  science  department  also  conducted  an  evening  class 
where  the  elements  of  cooking,  sewing,  and  home  making  were  taught 
to  about  forty  girls  and  young  women. 

Two  literary  contests  were  held  during  the  year ;  one  between  the 
two  local  literary  societies  and  the  other  between  the  Charleroi  and 
Donora  high  schools.  The  latter  was  the  second  contest  of  its  kind 
and  was  won  by  the  Donora  high  school.  Football,  basketball,  and 
track  teams  were  maintained  by  the  high  school  and  while  the  string 
of  victories  was  not  so  long,  yet  a  great  handicap  was  offered  in  that 
very  little  except  green  material  was  left  from  which  to  pick  the  teams. 
With  last  year's  experience  and  the  advantages  gained  by  increases  in 
age  and  weight  next  year  should  show  much  more  success  in  athletics. 

Five  of  our  teachers  took  Saturday  work  at  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh  during  the  term  and  at  least  twelve  of  them  took  special 
courses  during  the  summer. 

Discipline  by  Bagley  was  read  and  studied  by  the  grade  teachers 
and  Parkers  Methods  of  Teaching  in  high  schools  by  the  high  school 
teachers.  The  third  annual  Tri-District  Teachers'  Institute  which 
comprises  the  districts  of  Charleroi,  Monongahela  City,  and  Donora 
was  held  in  Donora  this  year.  These  institutes  are  more  popular 
each  year  both  from  the  standpoint  of  the  instruction  given  and 
that  of  the  convenience  of  the  arrangement  of  having  the  institute 
in  the  fall  before  the  opening  of  school.  The  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  teaching  staff  are  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Educational 
Association  and  those  of  the  high  school  of  the  Washington  County 
Teachers'  Round  Table  as  well.  All  in  all,  we  would  say  that  our 
teachers  take  an  active  and  healthy  interest  in  educational  problems 
and  attempts  at  their  solution. 

During  the  year  a  campaign  was  conducted  to  raise  a  fund  for 
purchasing  pictures  for  the  corridors  and  rooms  of  the  school  build- 
ings. The  pictures  of  the  Elson  Art  Company  were  placed  on  exhibi- 
tion in  the  auditorium  of  one  of  the  buildings.  An  admission  fee  was 
charged  to  see  the  exhibit  and  entertainments  were  put  on  by  the 
pupils  of  the  grades  and  high  school.  From  the  proceeds  of  these 
entertainments,  the  donations  of  local  organizations  and  individuals 
a  fund  of  seven  hundred  dollars  was  collected  and  used  for  the  pur- 
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chasing  of  pictures.  These  pictures  since  being  placed  have  done  much 
to  relieve  the  monotony  of  the  bare  walls  and  act  as  an  inspiration 
to  teachers  and  pupils. 


DUBOIS— I.  M.  Gast. 


The  past  year  seems  to  have  been  one  during  which  we  have  made 
unusual  progress  educationally' and  T  am  pleased  to  state  that  such 
progress  has  largely  been  due  to  the  efforts  of  President  J.  G.  Miller 
and  his  co-workers  of  the  Board  of  Directors  who  have  been  most 
active  in  promoting  and  carrying  out  an  evident  demand  for  better 
schools. 


Average  School  Enrollment  per  Month. 


Year. 

Elementary. 

Secondary. 

Total. 

1914-15      

2,186 
2,312 

380 
404 

2,566 

1915-16                                                                        

2,716 

Teachers'  Salaries  Per  Month. 


Average,   1915-16, 
Average,    1916-17, 


Secondary. 


$52  94 
54  83 


$86  42 
93  80 


Teachers'  Examinations. 
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Number  Teachers'  Certificates    (Elementary). 


Provisional 

Professional 

State  permanent.  .. 
Normal  certificates, 
Normal    diplomas, 

Special 

College  provisional, 
College   permanent, 

Total 


Number  Teachers'  Certificates  (Secondary), 


Provisional 

Professional 

State    permanent. 
Normal    certificates, 
Normal   diploma,    .. 

Special,     

College    provisional. 
College  permanent, 

Total,     


4 

2  'i 

3  "A 

1 

4  6 

::  5 


Teachers'  Certificates,  Elementary  and  Secondary. 


Provisional 

Professional 

State    permanent, 
Normal    certificates. 
Normal   diplomas,    .. 

Specials 

College    provisional, 
College  permanent,   . 

Total 


1915-16. 


8 

3 

16 

15 

17 

15 

1 

9 

25 

21 

2 

6 

7 

3 

6 

For  obvious  reasons  the  Training  Class  composed  of  eight  members 
during  the  past  year  has  been  discontinued.  The  training  has  been 
inadequate  and  there  is  no  need  of  running  in  opposition  to  this  state 
which  is  training  teachers  in  the  Normal  Schools  much  more  effi- 
ciently than  we  could  hope  to  do.  Besides  there  is  a  great  abundance 
of  Normal  graduates  in  this  vicinity.  Our  high  school  graduates  who 
intend  to  teach  save  money  and  time  by  entering  the  Normal  schools. 
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We  do  not  run  a  summer  normal  school  and  shall  not  in  the  future. 
The  writer  and  the  Board  of  Directors  are  looking  forward  to  the 
time  when  we  shall  employ  no  teachers  except  those  with  state  cer- 
tificates. 

The  summer  high  school  where  pupils  pay  their  own  tuition  has  not 
been  organized  this  .year.  Pupils  who  pay  five  dollars  feel  that  they 
should  get  credit  often  whether  they  work  or  not.  This  is  in  some 
cases  equivalent  to  buying  credit.  We  are  in  favor  however,  of  a 
summer  school  when  it  can  be  run  under  the  same  plan  as  during  the 
regular  year,  and  at  public  expense. 

The  High  School. 

Some  reorganization  has  been  required  for  another  year  owing  in 
part  to  the  increasing  number  of  pupils  and  in  part  to  a  need  of  in- 
creased efficiency.  The  high  school  building  will  be  used  for  actual 
school  work  from  8:30  A.  M.  at  least  to  4:30  P.  M.  instead  of  from 
9:00  A.  M.  until  3:45  P.  M.  The  daily  program  will  be  composed  of 
eight  periods  instead  of  seven.  The  first  and  fourth  year  pupils  will 
have  text  book  work  in  the  morning  and  all  industrial  and  laboratory 
work  as  well  as  physical  training  in  the  afternoon.  The  second  and 
third  year  pupils  will  have  the  reversed  program. 

While  the  high  school  attendance  as  indicated  earlier  in  the  report 
is  perhaps  somewhat  larger  than  might  be  expected,  the  scholarship 
of  the  past  year  has  not  been  entirely  satisfactory.  The  pupils  are 
spending  their  valuable  time  and  we  must  demand  a  higher  grade  of 
scholarship.  This  attitude  may  tend  not  to  increase  attendance  for  a 
time  but  it  is  the  only  basis  upon  which  to  build  up  a  high  school 
worth  while  and  to  furnish  adequate  training  for  stronger  students. 

We  have  realized  the  need  of  a  public  speaking  and  physical  train- 
ing department;  and  a  strong  teacher  has  been  employed  for  this 
work.  Besides  public  speaking,  physical  training  is  required  next 
year  of  all  girls  to  the  extent  of  two  periods  per  week.  Male  teachers 
will  have  charge  of  the  boys  under  direction  of  the  Athletic  director. 

Marking  System. 
Beginning  with  the  year  1910-17  a  new  system  of  teachers'  rating 
will  be  employed.     It  is  manifestly  unfair  to  assign  credit  on  a  uni- 
form basis  regardless  of  proficiency.     Hereafter  we  shall  give  the 
•'Credit  for  Quality"  as  follows: 

"9-4-,  (95%),  1.20  times  the  assigned  credit. 

9     .  (!)(»',  I,  1.15  times  the  assigned  credit. 

8-f-,  (85%  K  1.10  times  the  assigned  credit. 

S    ,  (80%),  1.05  times  the  assigned  credit. 
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7+,  (75%),  1.       times  the  assigned  credit. 

7     ,  (70%),  .95  times  the  assigned  credit. 

6-)-,  (65%),  .90  times  the  assigned  credit. 

6     ,  (60%),  .85  times  the  assigned  credit. 

The  minimum  passing  mark  is  (6)  or  60%,  but  as  indicated  above, 
7  or  75%  is  par  value.  This  will  enable  the  plodders  to  get  along  in 
the  course  and  graduate;  and  it  will  give  proper  recognition  for  the 
higher  quality  of  work. 

Conduct  Marks. 
Experience  seems  to  convince  us  that  to  spend  much  time  trying 
to  establish  general  conduct  marks  is  unwise;  and  that  better  results 
will  be  obtained  by  giving  less  attention  publicly  to  undesirable  quali- 
ties. 

Exemption  from  Examinations. 

Heretofore  the  plan  used  exempted  all  pupils  from  examination  in 
cases  of  an  average  of  90%  or  more  in  a  subject.  The  pupils  them- 
selves feel  the  need  of  the  examination,  and  there  has  been  too  great 
differences  between  class  marks  and  final  test  marks.  We,  therefore, 
intend  discontinuing  the  exemptions. 

The  Household  Arts  course  has  been  organized  to  begin  work  with 
the  next  school  year.  The  cookery  has  been  arranged  on  the  "Unit 
Plan"  and  we  are  confident  that  this  course  will  be  with  the  girls  the 
most  popular  in  high  school.  It  occurs  that  household  arts  can  be 
taught  much  more  efficiently  within  a  natural  environment.  To  this 
end  we  are  to  have  within  reasonable  time,  a  household  arts  cottage 
with  cookery  attached.  This  cottage  will  be  the  manual  training  and 
mechanical  drawing  problem  for  the  boys;  the  work  will  probably  be 
supervised  by  the  architect. 

Teachers. 

The  general  quality  of  the  high  school  teaching  will  be  much  higher 
next  year.  No  teachers  have  been  employed  with  less  than  two  years 
of  experience,  and  the  salaries  are  such  as  to  demand  much  better 
service. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  carefully  written  a  detailed  syllabus 
for  all  subjects  both  elementary  and  secondary,  and  shall  have  the 
same  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers  in  loose-leaf  form  when  school 
opens  in  September. 

We  hope  to  work  more  intensively  along  lines  of  greater  vocational 
direction  and  guidance.  As  far  as  possible  the  work  of  the  seventh 
and  eighth  grades  in  the  ward  schools  has  been  departmentalized  and 
specially  prepared  teachers  selected.  Sewing  and  cooking  have  been 
arranged  for  the  girls  under  special  teachers;  the  manual  training 
for  the  boys  in  the  shop.  Both  boys  and  girls  of  these  grades  will 
spend  an  entire  half  day  twice  each  month  in  industrial  training. 
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DUNMORE— C.  F.  Hoban. 


Several  important  events  featured  the  school  year  which  was  re- 
cently brought  to  a  close  in  this  borough.  At  the  outset,  an  increase 
of  over  300  children  necessitated  the  employment  of  8  additional 
teachers,  and  fitting  up  of  two  additional  rooms,  and  the  erection  of 
a  two  room  portable  building  for  their  accommodation.  This  did  not 
entirely  relieve  the  congestion  for  it  was  found  necessary  to  have  half 
day  sessions  in  six  primary  rooms. 

The  chief  advances  were  made  in  tlie  working  out  of  the  Continua- 
tion School  Law  and  the  establishment  of  a  Co-operative  Industrial 
Course  in  connection  with  the  Erie  Railroad  shops. 

With  us  the  continuation  school  lias  proved  itself  to  be  one  of  the 
best  things  that  legislation  has  brought  about.  We  believe  it  to  be 
the  best  law  yet  written  into  the  statutes  of  our  commonwealth  and 
the  greatest  and  biggest  thing  our  distinguished  Governor  has  done. 
The  law  has  proved  a  great  boon  to  the  boy  and  girl  who,  through 
sheer  necessity,  have  been  driven  to  the  breakers,  mills  and  factories. 
It  insures  to  them  a  broader  education  and  opens  to  them  avenues 
of  advancement  that  otherwise  would  remain  closed.  Then,  again, 
the  law  is  sure  to  keep  boys  and  girls  in  school  longer,  thus  insuring 
to  the  state  a  higher  type  of  citizen. 

The  requirement  which  necessitates  the  completion  of  the  sixth 
grade  is  one  of  the  fine  things  in  the  law.  This  will  have  a  tendency 
to  develop  an  industrious  spirit  in  that  type  of  pupil  who  was  accus- 
tomed to  move  along  the  lines  of  least  resistance,  content  to  do  as 
little  as  possible  toward  his  self  improvement,  abiding  his  time  until 
his  fourteenth  birthday  would  arrive  and  he  could  procure  his  work- 
ing certificate.  We  have  had  that  type  of  pupil  and  we  have  noted 
with  delight  the  improvement  which  the  law  has  produced  in  him. 

Best  of  all,  however,  is  the  vitalizing  influence  which  the  continua- 
tion school  work  has  had  on  our  entire  system.  Arithmetic,  geo- 
graphy, civics,  drawing  and  language  have  undergone  a  most  whole- 
some change  because  of  what  has  been  developed  in  the  continuation 
schools.  We  feel  that  something  has  been  done  for  the  boys  and 
girls  who  attended  but  eight  hours  a  week  and  we  further  feel  that 
they  have  done  something  for  our  system. 

The  success  of  the  new  type  of  school  here  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
all  forces  cooperated.  At  first,  the  employers  were  greatly  opposed 
to  the  law.  They  had  unanimously  decided  to  discharge  all  employees 
under  16  years  of  age.     An  appeal  to  their  humanitarian  and  pa- 

16 
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triotic  impulses,  several  personal  visits  to  each  one,  and  finally  a 
pledge  on  the  part  of  the  schools  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to 
produce  more  loyal  and  efficient  workers,  won  a  few  and  at  last  all 
of  them  to  a  trial  of  the  law.  From  the  very  first  the  employers 
showed  great  interest.  Reports  of  progress  and  specimens  of  the 
work  were  sent  to  the  employers  every  six  weeks  with  the  result  that 
their  enthusiasm  is  unbounded  and  their  co-operation  most  hearty. 
We  find  that  they  check  up  the  work  of  their  employees  and  where 
worthy  boys  and  girls  are  found  they  are  promoted  to  positions  of 
advancement.  We  have  records  of  between  25  and  30  such  cases 
since  the  opening  of  the  schools.  Several  boys  have  secured  fine 
clerical  positions  thus  opening  up  chances  for  a  bright  future. 

Two  schools  were  opened  to  which  200  boys  and  girls  reported.  One 
school  was  opened  in  a  graded  building.  All  pupils  below  eighth 
grade  attended  this  school.  In  addition  to  the  branches  required  by 
law,  manual  training  was  given  the  boys  and  domestic  art  to  the 
girls.  The  second  school  was  opened  in  the  high  school  building  and 
all  pupils  above  eighth  grade  were  enrolled  there.  Tn  addition  to 
the  branches  required  by  law,  manual  training,  mechanical  draw- 
ing, typewriting  and  domestic  art  courses  were  organized.  Several 
students  took  up  high  school  subjects  and  carried  them  successfully 
although  they  attended  but  two  half  days  each  week.  The  typewriting 
was  especially  attractive;  many  boys  employed  in  the  offices  and 
printing  establishments  found  it  particularly  profitable. 

The  Co-Opera tive  Industrial  Course. 
After  several  years  of  persevering  effort,  the  officials  of  the  Erie 
Railroad,  through  the  good  offices  of  Mr.  Stanley  Zweibel  of  the  De- 
partment, were  persuaded  to  join  with  the  school  officials  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  co-operative  course  which  would  open  to  the  high 
school  boys  opportunities  to  learn  one  of  the  following  trades:  ma- 
chinist, pattern-making,  boiler  maker,  electrician,  painter,  black- 
smith and  car  repairer.  The  school  authorities  agreed  to  have  the 
course  under  the  supervision  of  a  man  acceptable  to  the  shop  officials, 
to  establish  any  course  they  would  specify  and  to  co-operate  in  every- 
way to  make  the  undertaking  a  success.  The  officials  took  very  kindly 
to  this  offer  and  agreed  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  teach  the  practical 
work  to  the  boys.  Ten  boys  were  selected  and  began  their  work  on 
February  1st.  It  will  take  time  to  determine  to  what  extent  the  ar- 
rangement will  work  out.  The  shop  officials,  high  school  teachers 
and  the  boys  are  very  enthusiastic  and  predict  that  the  beginning 
justifies  the  belief  that  the  experiment  will  prove  of  inestimable  value 
to  the  shops,  the  school  and  the  boys.  Thirty  boys  are  to  be  taken 
jn  September. 
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Community  Singing. 

The  scope  of  our  music  work  was  considerably  broadened  during 
the  year,  extending  as  far  as  the  general  public.  Community  singing 
was  introduced  just  before  the  Christmas  holidays  with  unpreced- 
ented success.  The  high  school  auditorium  proved  much  too  small 
for  the  crowd  that  turned  out  to  take  part  in  the  first  event,  and  at 
the  three  that  followed  the  crowds  were  much  larger.  So  great  was 
the  interest  that  on  two  occasions  the  people  lined  the  street  on  the 
side  of  the  auditorium  to  listen  to  the  music.  These  song  events  de- 
veloped not  only  a  singing  spirit  in  our  people  but  they  aroused  a 
desire  to  study  the  life  history  of  the  authors  of  our  folk-music  and 
the  occasions  out  of  which  the  songs  arose  and  the  circumstances 
under  which  each  was  written.  The  results  of  this  study  showed  that 
Pennsylvania  holds  a  very  conspicuous  place  through  the  contribu- 
tions of  her  sons  to  American  music.  Pennsylvania  has  a  wealth  of 
music,  being  the  greatest  contributor  to  the  folk-music  of  our  country 
in  the  compositions  of  Stephen  Collins  Foster. 

One  of  the  song-fests  was  featured  by  the  presence  of  all  the  musi- 
cal organizations  in  our  town — the  Methodist,  Presbyterian,  Episcopal, 
Christian  and  Catholic  Church  choirs,  the  Metropolitan  Glee  Club  and 
the  Erie  Band.  Each  of  the  church  choirs  sang  two  selections  from 
the  choicest  of  their  church  music;  the  Glee  Club  sang  two  fine  num- 
bers, and  the  Erie  Band  gave  several  splendid  selections,  making  in 
all  a  programme  that  was  unique  and  enjoyable.  On  another  occa- 
sion, the  Junger  Mannerchor  of  Scranton,  composed  of  100  German 
male  singers  and  The  Ladies  Musical  Club  of  Lackawanna  Valley — 
the  greatest  ladies'  chorus  in  this  country,  gave  a  programme  of 
classic  choruses.  It  was  a  great  treat  for  our  people  and  the  choirs 
were  given  a  rousing  reception.  Among  the  selections  sung  on  this 
occasion  was  Foster's  Suanee  River  arranged  for  tenor  solo  with 
male  voice  accompaniment.  The  solo  was  rendered  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Beynon  of  Scranton  and  as  his  rich  tenor  voice  floated  above  the 
beautiful  accompaniment  of  the  Mannerehor's  male  voices,  it  made 
one  of  the  most  effective  renditions  of  this  melodious  composition  ever 
heard  in  this  region.  So  touchingly  was  it  sung  that  half  the  audience 
was  in  tears — a  great  tribute  to  a  Pennsylvania  composition. 

This  movement  has  done  a  great  deal  for  our  community  and  has 
brought  our  people  much  closer  to  the  schools.  We  shall  work  it  out 
on  a  much  larger  scale  the  coming  year. 

Two  Governors  Honor  Us. 
During  the  year,  the  schools  were  honored  by  the  presence  of  two 
Governors — Governor  Walsh  of  Massachusetts  and  our  own  Governor 
Brumbaugh.    Each  event  was  made  the  occasion  of  a  great  outpour- 
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ing  of  our  people.  The  Governor  from  the  Bay  State  and  the  Gover- 
nor from  our  own  state,  were  given  receptions  they  will  not  soon 
forget.  Each  made  an  address  in  the  High  School  auditorum  and 
each  had  practically  the  same  subject — Our  Country.  Our  State  and 
Our  Schools.  To  greet  them,  the  school  children  of  the  town  had 
been  lined  up  on  the  street  leading  to  the  High  School.  Each  Gover- 
nor walked  through  the  lane  of  children  and  spoke  to  each  school. 
Governor  Walsh  lingered  longest  with  the  children  of  the  Bunker 
Hill  aDd  Longfellow  schools  telling  them  how  proud  he  and  Massa- 
chusetts were  of  Longfellow  and  historic  Bunker  Hill ;  While  Gover- 
nor Brumbaugh  tarried  to  give  a  particularly  warm  greeting  to  the 
children  of  the  Continuation  School.  The  townspeople  and  the 
school  children  were  greatly  impressed  with  both  men.  It  was  the 
first  time  a  governor  had  visited  the  schools:  it  was  the  first  time 
most  of  the  children  had  ever  seen  a  governor.  What  each  man  said 
made  a  great  impression  and  the  advice  they  gave  will  be  carried  in 
the  memories  of  the  boys  and  girls  as  long  as  they  live. 

An  innovation  that  proved  very  helpful  was  a  series  of  teachers 
meetings  held  for  each  of  the  grades  at  which  a  teacher  would  give, 
in  the  presence  of  all  the  other  teachers,  a  model  lesson  with  her 
pupils.  Each  subject  was  handled  by  the  teacher  who  was  doing  the 
best  work  in  that  particular  subject.  The  object  was  to  bring  out 
all  the  qualities  of  the  perfect  recitation.  Each  teacher  saw  the  best 
work  of  the  other  teachers  and  was  able  to  gather  all  the  devices 
and  methods  used  by  all  the  other  teachers.  It  worked  great  im- 
provement all  through  the  grades  and  proved  to  be  one  of  the  best 
things  we  have  yet  tried. 

An  experiment  that  was  highly  interesting  was  tried  out  with  a 
class  of  24  seventh  grade  failures.  These  24  pupils  were  promoted 
to  eighth  grade  just  as  though  they  had  passed.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  all  but  11  of  them  pnssed  the  eighth  grade  work  successfully  and 
it  is  thought  that  at  least  5  more  of  them  will  pass  after  an  examina- 
tion for  delinquents  which  is  to  be  given  on  September  1st. 

To  make  an  addition  to  the  high  school,  a  bond  issue  of  $100,000 
was  voted  on  and  carried  at  the  June  election.  Work  is  to  be  begun 
at  once  so  that  the  additional  rooms  may  be  ready  for  use  by  Janu- 
ary 1st  next. 

The  school  year  was  brought  to  a  close  on  June  23d  when  68 — 32 
bovs  and  36  girls — young  people  were  graduated  from  the  high  school. 
This  is  the  largest  class  ever  graduated  in  this  town  and  the  large 
number  of  boys  was  one  of  the  very  gratifving  features  of  the  event. 
The  address  was  delivered  by  Hon.  Charles  A.  Wasrner,  State  Com- 
missioner of  Education  for  Delaware,  and  was  a  masterly  effort. 

Our  thanks  are  due  and  are  hereby  extended  to  the  Department 
for  its  many  kindnesses  during  the  year,  particularly  to  the  Voca- 


No.  6.  DUQUESNE.  243 

tional  Department  the  members  of  which  we  frequently  called  upon 
for  advice  during  the  year.  To  Mr.  Zweibel  are  we  especially  in- 
debted for  all  he  did  to  make  the  Co-operative  Course  possible.  With- 
out him  I  am  certain  we  could  never  have  established  it. 


DUQUESNE— C.  H.  Wolford. 


No  features  of  unusual  significance  have  characterized  the  work  of 
our  schools  during  the  year,  but  we  believe  the  average  grade  of  work 
done  by  both  pupils  and  teachers  was  better  than  during  any  pre- 
vious year.  Our  regular  annual  increase  of  approximately  one  hun- 
dred pupils  materialized  as  objective  evidence  of  the  steady  growth 
and  industrial  thrift  of  this  community.  The  keen  foresight  of  the 
Board  of  Education  in  constantly  preparing  for  this  annual  influx 
has  prevented  anything  resembling  a  congested  condition  anywhere 
for  more  than  a  decade. 

Koom  Enrolment. 
Perhaps,  after  all  has  been  said,  many  of  the  rampant  vexatious 
problems  of  educational  procedure  could  be  adequately  solved  by  the 
average  grade  teacher  were  she  not  hampered  and  worried  by  an 
excessive  enrolment.  Given  a  considerably  lower  enrolment,  she 
would  gain  time  to  orient  herself  properly  with  the  difficulties  of  her 
individual  charges.  The  policy  here  has  been  to  keep  the  room  en- 
rolment as  low  as  possible,  somewhat  below  forty,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  less  than  thirty-five.  Every  effort  in  this  direction  has 
brought  ample  and  obvious  rewards  in  interest  and  efficiency. 

Increased  Attendance  in  High  School. 
One  of  the  most  gratifying  local  conditions  is  that  reflected  in  the 
steady  and  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  high  school. 
During  the  past  ten  years,  tin's  increase  has  been  205  per  cent; 
during  the  past  three  years,  it  lias  been  58  per  cent;  last  year  alone, 
it  was  33  per  cent. 

This  is  due  in  part  to  the  hue  of  better  equipment,  facilities  and 
building  but  it  is  much  more  largely  due  to  the  growing  conviction 
that  it  pays  young  people  in  actual  dollars  and  cents  to  invest  their 


244  PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION.  Off.   Doc. 

time  and  efforts  in  a  high  school  education.  High  school  graduates 
are  in  demand  in  the  local  industrial  establishments  and  almost 
every  one  thus  employed  is  a  concrete  argument  to  others  for  attend- 
ing high  school.  Better  wages  and  more  rapid  promotion  for  our 
high  school  graduates  have  done  more  to  augment  our  high  school 
enrolment  than  all  other  agencies  combined. 

Two  teachers  have  been  added  to  our  high  school  corps  for  the  ensu- 
ing term  and  we  anticipate  a  repetition  of  our  experiences  of  past 
years  in  the  growth  and  popularity  of  this  department. 

Physical  Education. 
A  competent  physical  director  has  charge  of  the  physical  activities, 
whether  in  the  gymnasium,  in  the  class  room,  or  in  organized  play 
for  recess  periods.  In  addition  to  two  weekly  periods  of  ninety  min- 
utes each  for  all  pupils  in  sixth  grade  and  above,*  the  pupils  in  these 
same  grades  were  admitted  to  the  gymnasium  for  two  additional 
periods  weekly,  between  the  hours  of  four-thirty  and  five-thirty  and 
seven  and  nine  o'clock  P.  M.  During  these  extra  periods,  the  more 
rigid  class  drill  gives  place  to  basket  ball,  volley  ball,  indoor  baseball 
and  other  equally  interesting  games.  A  teacher  employed  for  the 
purpose  is  always  in  charge  at  such  times.  The  attendance  in  these 
after  school  periods  has  been  uniformly  large  and  enthusiastic.  Aside 
from  all  physical  benefits  derived,  the  distinctly  moral  end  attained 
by  keeping  boys  and  girls  off  the  streets  and  under  good  influences 
is  worthy  of  serious  consideration  and  possess  merit  justifying  its 
amplification  in  other  lines  of  organization. 

Care  of  Buildings. 
Every  effort  is  made  to  keep  our  buildings  in  a  strictly  high  class 
sanitary  condition.  Several  .times  every  year  each  building  is  fumi- 
gated throughout.  Individual  rooms  are  fumigated  intermittently 
as  the  cases  of  contagious  and  infectious  diseases  dictate.  The  quar- 
antine laws  are  rigidly  enforced  and  pupils  suspected  of  being  sources 
of  danger  to  others  are  excluded  until  the  nature  of  their  ailment  is 
definitely  determined.  A  little  prevention  is  much  better  than  con- 
siderable cure.  The  toilet  rooms  are  kept  above  suspicion  through 
liberal  applications  of  water  and  soap  plus  a  little  disinfectant  of 
the  coal  tar  type.  So  much  success  has  rewarded  our  humble  efforts 
in  this  direction  that  not  a  single  room  has  been  closed  on  account 
of  an  epidemic  for  at  least  fifteen  years  and  perhaps  much  longer. 
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EASTON— E.  E.  La  ram  v. 


For  a  number  of  years  preceding  1014-15  the  third  grade  had  al- 
ways the  highest  enrollment.  In  that  year  the  fourth  grade  had 
that  distinction  and  this  year  1915-16,  the  fifth  grade  was  our  largest. 
Next  year  the  first  six  grades  will  be  of  nearly  the  same  size.  Our 
seventh  and  eighth  grades  have  gained  greatly  and  the  high  school 
enrollment  has  increased  from  422  in  1912-13  to  591.  For  the  first 
time  also  the  high  school  had  a  considerable  number  of  tuition,  26 
township  pupils  joining  tlie  entering  class.  Our  high  school  has 
about  reached  its  capacity.  Relief  will  probably  be  sought  in  the 
erection  of  a  large  new  building  where  the  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth 
grades  may  be  largely  cared  for.  A  feature  of  our  high  school  en- 
rollment is  the  excess  of  boys.  In  the  graduating  class  of  86  there 
were  46  boys  and  40  girls.  Of  these  graduates  seeking  positions  the 
majority  were  placed  through  the  agency  of  the  school. 

Our  grade  schools  included  six  special  rooms.  Much  work  was 
done  in  co-operation  with  the  Charity  Organization  Society  and  many 
of  the  children  were  tested  by  experts  from  the  state  institution  at 
Rittersville.  Our  night  schools  and  school  for  foreigners  were  con- 
tinued. At  the  Americanization  exercises  on  the  4th  of  July.  90  for- 
eignborn  males  made  application  for  naturalization  papers. 

The  teachers  held  several  social  meetings  including  an  observance 
of  the  Shakespearean  tercentenary  with  appropriate  evercises  on 
April  25th.  Many  visited  schools  during  the  year  in  such  districts  as 
Cambridge,  Boston,  Brookline,  Newton.  Springfield,  Yonkers,  New- 
ark, East  Orange  and  Philadelphia. 

For  the  first  time  the  services  of  a  trained  physical  instructor  were 
secured  and  such  training  made  a  part  of  the  school  curriculum.  Play- 
grounds in  Easton  are  directed  by  the  Municipal  Commission  but 
two  of  the  school  playgrounds  were  this  year  fitted  out  with  appara- 
tus by  the  school  district.  A  public  movement  is  under  way  to  pur- 
chase between  8  and  9  acres  on  a  height  overlooking  the  Lehigh  and 
Delaware  rivers.  The  plan  is  to  secure  this  site  by  public  subscrip- 
tion and  to  name  it  Cottingham  Park  after  our  distinguished  former 
superintendent.  The  park  would  include  a  high  school  athletic  field 
and  a  public  playground. 
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ERIE— I.  B.  Bush. 


For  the  school  year  ending  June  30,  1916,  there  were  enrolled  in  the 
public  schools  of  Erie,  excluding  night  schools  and  continuation 
schools,  11,383  pupils,  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  881. 
There  were  enrolled  in  the  night  schools  1,566,  an  increase  over  the 
preceding  year  of  217. 

Continuation  schools  were  established  January  3,  1916.  Two 
teachers  were  employed  for  full  time.  Sessions  were  held  at  four  dif- 
ferent centers,  viz.,  No.  11  School,  Marshall  School,  Perry  School  and 
Wayne  School.  The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  212,  making  a 
total  of  13,166  pupils  who  received  instruction  in  some  form  in  the 
public  schools  of  Erie  during  the  school  year,  and  increase  of  1,314 
pupils  over  the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  high  school  this  year  was 
1,763,  an  increase  of  444  pupils  over  the  preceding  year.  The  high 
school  pupils  have,  for  a  few  years  past,  been  divided  into  two  groups, 
the  upper  classes  attending  in  the  morning  and  the  beginning  classes 
in  the  afternoon.  This  increase  of  444  pupils  in  one  year  makes  it 
necessary  to  use  a  portion  of  one  of  the  new  grade  buildings  for  a 
high  school  annex  for  next  year. 

To  relieve  this  congested  condition  in  the  high  school  as  well  as  a 
smiliar  condition  in  the  grade  schools  on  the  east  side  of  the  city, 
the  Board  of  School  Directors  submitted  to  the  people  at  thp  election 
held  on  November  2nd  a  bond  issue  for  one  million  dollars  to  erect 
two  new  high  schools,  remodel  the  present  high  school,  complete 
Wayne  grade  school  and  erect  a  new  grade  school  building  at  31st  & 
Wayne  Sts.,  to  be  known  as  the  Lincoln  School.  The  bond  issue  was 
authorized  by  the  voters  by  a  good  majority. 

After  a  series  of  conferences  between  the  members  of  the  Board 
and  the  Trustees  of  the  Erie  Academy,  an  agreement  was  reached 
by  which  the  Trustees  of  the  Erie  Academy  turned  over  to  the  Board 
of  School  Directors  of  the  District  the  money  and  property  of  the 
old  Erie  Academy  with  an  estimated  value  of  |300,000.  It  is  specified 
by  the  Trustees  of  the  Erie  Academy  that  this  money  shall  be  used  in 
the  construction  of  that  part  of  a  new  high  school  which  shall  be 
devoted  to  manual  arts,  that  the  equipment  shall  be  paid  for  from 
this  fund  and  the  remainder,  if  any,  shall  be  used  to  maintain  a 
manual  nits  department.  To  perpetuate  the  name  and  memory  of 
the  Erie  Academy,  the  Board  agreed  to  name  the  new  high  school 
building  the  Erie  Academv  High  School.    This  building  was  located 


No.  6.  ERIE.  247 

on  a  plot  consisting  of  11^  acres.  The  contract  was  let  for  the  same 
in  May  of  the  present  year  for  $609,000  exclusive  of  site,  grading  and 
equipment. 

The  School  Board  architect  is  making  plans  for  an  east  side  high 
school  and  for  the  Lincoln  grade  school  in  the  southeastern  section  of 
the  city.  Upon  the  completion  of  these  buildings,  the  congestion  will 
be  somewhat  relieved  in  our  present  high  school  building.  On  the 
west  side  of  the  city,  two  new  grade  buildings  were  completed  in 
June,  the  Gridley  School  at  a  cost  of  $241,000  containing  twenty-six 
class  rooms  with  auditorium,  gymnasium,  manual  training,  domestic 
science,  fresh  air  rooms  and  a  public  reading  room,  the  Columbus 
School  at  a  cost  of  $219,000  which  is  a  duplicate  of  the  Gridley  School 
with  the  exception  that  it  contains  but  twenty  class  rooms.  This 
added  room  relieves  the  congested  condition  of  the  grade  schools  on 
the  west  side  of  the  city. 

In  the  summer  school  this  year  which  Avas  conducted  for  a  period 
of  six  weeks,  185  pupils  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school  department 
and  368  in  the  grades,  making  a  total  of  553  pupils.  Tn  the  summer 
school  last  year  394  pupils  were  enrolled  for  the  term,  153  of  which 
were  enrolled  in  the  high  school  department  and  241  in  the  grades. 
The  enrollment  this  year  in  the  high  school  department  shows  an 
increase  of  32,  and  in  the  grades  an  increase  of  127,  a  total  increase 
of  159  over  the  number  enrolled  last  year.  The  average  daily  attend- 
ance on  the  sessions  was  425,  the  per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on 
enrollment  was  76.9,  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  on  the  number  belong- 
ing 92.4.  Of  the  high  school  pupils,  153  were  successful  in  passing 
their  examinations.  Of  the  grade  pupils,  310  were  successful.  The 
per  cent,  of  pupils  passing  successfully  was  85.8,  the  per  cent,  passing 
conditionally  1.3,  making  a  total  of  87.1  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  doing 
work  in  the  summer  school  who  were  successful  in  passing  their  ex- 
aminations. In  the  examination  which  was  held  for  Irish  school  en- 
trance at  the  close  of  the  summer  term,  33  were  successful  in  securing 
promotion. 

A  study  of  the  report  of  promotions,  conditions  and  failures  at  the 
end  of  the  half  year  ending  June  27th  shows  that,  of  the  pupils  in 
the  grades  where  the  plan  of  one  teacher  for  each  grade  was  followed, 
90.9  per  cent,  were  promoted  without  condition  and  4.6  per  cent,  were 
passed  into  the  next  higher  grade  upon  the  condition  that  they  do 
the  work  in  the  next  higher  grade  successfully,  making  a  total  of 
95.5  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  under  this  plan  for  organization  who  will 
do  work  in  the  next  higher  grade  next  year.  In  the  departmental 
classes,  92.3  per  cent,  were  promoted  without  condition  and  4.8  per 
cent.,  were  promoted  conditionallly,  making  a  total  of  97.1  per  cent, 
of  the  pupils  doing  departmental  work  who  will  do  work  in 
the  next  higher  grade  the   coming  year.     The   number   of   failures 
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by  subjects  for  the  pupils  of  the  grades  was  as  follows:  arithmetic 
101,  language  70,  spelling  32,  geography  48,  TT.  S.  history  39,  making 
a  total  of  300  failures  in  the  grades.  It  would  seem  from  the  above 
that  arithmetic  is  the  subject  in  which  the  greatest  number  of  pupils 
fail  with  language  as  a  close  second. 

In  the  high  school,  90.3  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  were  successful  in 
passing  the  June  examinations,  9.7  per  cent,  failed.  The  subjects 
showing  the  largest  percentage  of  failures  were  algebra,  commercial 
arithmetic,   solid  geometry,   geometry   and  Latin. 

The  opportunity  classes  which  were  started  during  the  school  year 
of  1914-15  were  continued  this  year.  Over-age  boys  and  girls  were  as- 
signed to  these  classes.  The  course  of  study  was  modified  to  meet 
their  special  needs  and  the  pupils  were  allowed  to  progress  according 
to  their  abilities.  In  a  class  of  twenty-one  pupils,  nineteen  completed 
the  eighth  grade  in  one-half  year.  Tn  another  class  of  twenty-seven 
pupils,  twenty-two  completed  the  eighth  grade  in  one-half  year.  In  a 
class  of  thirty-six  pupils,  thirty-one  completed  the  eighth  grade  in  one 
half  year.  In  a  class  of  twenty-eight  pupils,  nineteen  completed  the 
eighth  grade  in  one-half  year.  These  pupils  have  been  able  to  take  up 
their  work  in  the  high  school  successfully,  and  make  an  average  rate 
of  progress. 

During  the  year  of  1914-15,  a  dental  dispensary  was  maintained  by 
the  Dental  Society  of  Erie  in  a  room  which  was  furnished  and  equip- 
ped by  the  Board  of  School  Directors.  Last  year  this  work  was  taken 
over  by  the  School  Board.  This  dispensary  was  open  eighty  half 
days  during  the  year.  419  pupils  received  free  treatment  which  was, 
in  almost  every  case,  followed  by  improvement  in  the  general  health 
of  the  pupils  thus  treated.  The  wisdom  of  the  Board's  action  is  con- 
firmed by  the  results  of  the  year's  work. 

Three  additional  schools  last  year  adopted  the  departmental  plan 
of  teaching  in  the  upper  grammar  grades.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  to  organize  six  additional  schools  upon  this  plan  for  the  com- 
ing year.  Where  the  departmental  plan  of  organization  prevailed 
this  year,  1.4  per  cent,  more  of  the  pupils  were  promoted  upon  this 
plan  than  upon  the  plan  of  one  teacher  per  grade.  The  plan  seems  to 
meet  the  approval  of  the  teachers  as  they  are  able  to  specialize  in  the 
subjects  which  they  enjoy  teaching  most.  As  a  result,  they  are  more 
enthusiastic  and  the  pupils  catch  the  enthusiasm  of  the  teachers  and 
seem  to  take  more  interest  in  their  studies. 

During  the  summer  of  1915.  four  public  playgrounds  were  con- 
ducted by  the  School  Board  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  610 
pupils.  The  following  activities  were  conducted:  story  telling,  sew- 
ing, basketry,  weaving,  crocheting,  paper  cutting,  and  the  following 
fames:  baseball,  volley  ball  and  quoits.     Lessons  in  swimming  were 
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given  once  a  week  to  both  boys  and  girls.  One  man  director  and  one 
woman  director  were  assigned  to  each  of  the  playgrounds. 

Two  additional  manual  training  and  domestic  science  centers  for 
the  grades  were  opened  during  the  year  in  Columbus  and  Gridley 
Schools,  making  a  total  of  five  centers  where  instruction  of  this 
character  is  given.  All  pupils  in  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades 
are  required  to  take  work  in  manual  training,  domestic  science  and 
domestic  art.  The  Board  expects  to  open  an  additional  center  at  the 
McKinley  School  the  coming  year.  Pupils  electing  this  work  in  the 
High  School  are  given  instruction  at  the  Academy  School. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-five  of  the  teachers  arranged  with  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pittsburgh  for  extension  work  in  Principles  of  Education 
and  128  took  extension  work  in  Child  Study  and  Child  Psychology. 
Meetings  were  held  each  Tuesday  at  3:30  o'clock.  One  and  one-half 
hours  were  consumed  by  the  lectures  and  thirty  minutes  additional 
time  was  devoted  to  quizzes  upon  the  texts  used.  Arrangements  are 
already  under  way  for  the  continuation  of  this  work  for  the  coming 
vear. 


FARRELL— L.  P.  Eckles. 


The  school  year  which  closed  May  26th  was  a  banner  year  in  the 
history  of  Farrell  schools.  Tlie  enrollment  reached  1919.  There  was 
a  decided  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils,  requiring  three  additional 
teachers  in  the  grades,  and  one  in  the  high  school.  The  increase  in 
the  high  school  was  marked,  owing  to  a  better  regulation  of  our 
course.  Another  teacher  has  been  added  to  the  high  school  for  the 
coming  year,  and  three  additional  grade  teachers.  Earrel  is  enjoying 
a  great  building  boom.  Although  we  built  a  new  eleven  room  building 
two  years  ago,  all  rooms  will  be  occupied  this  year,  and  another  new 
building  will  be  required  another  year.  Drawing,  writing,  domestic 
science,  and  music  each  has  a  supervisor  and  the  work  was  graded  and 
systematized  with  good  results.  All  departments  were  popular.  The 
domestic  science  room  is  large  and  commodious,  forty  feet  by  twenty, 
and  the  equipment  cost  $1,400.  It  is  thoroughly  up  to  date  and  165 
girls  were  instructed  in  the  first  year's  work.  The  directors  decided 
to  distribute  the  products  of  the  department  to  the  poor  of  the  bor- 
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ough  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent.  The  work  of  the  year 
was  excellent.  The  promotions  were  the  best  in  the  history  of  the 
school.  All  the  teachers  were  re-elected  having  proved  themselves 
worthy.  Our  attendance  for  the  year  was  good,  considering  the  time 
lost  by  contagious  diseases.  We  suffered  much  from  measles,  dip- 
theria,  and  scarlet  fever.  The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  en- 
forced, there  being  ten  arrests  and  convictions. 

I  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  help  of  the  Department  in  the 
many  valuable  suggestions  received  from  them. 


FRANKLIN— N.  P.  Kinsley. 


The  whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  was  1.814  with  average  daily 
attendance  of  1,433.  Of  this  number  367  were  enrolled  in  the  high 
school.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that,  year  after  year,  the  percentage 
of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  high  school  is  increasing,  and  that,  of  the 
high  school  graduates,  a  constantly  increasing  percentage  extend  their 
school  course  through  seminary  and  college. 

The  work  of  the  schools  for  the  year,  was  seriously  handicapped 
by  three  things:  (1)  the  prevalence  of  epidemics — measles,  mumps, 
and  whooping  cough  for  the  children;  (2)  "La  grippe,"  which,  no 
respecter  of  persons,  attacked  the  corps  of  teachers  so  successfully 
that,  at  times,  the  victims  were  so  many  that  it  was  difficult  to  find 
competent  persons  to  fill  their  places;  (3)  the  serious  illness  of  the 
superintendent  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  But,  spite  of  all 
these  hindrances,  a  fairly  good  year's  work  was  done. 

We  note,  with  much  interest,  that  the  schoolmen  throughout  the 
state,  and,  indeed,  throughout  the  entire  country  are  beginning  to  see 
that  if  "all  the  children  of  all  the  people"  are  to  be  reached,  some 
modification  of  the  course  of  study  for  the  grades  must  be  made;  and. 
where  all  seem  to  be  agreed  that  such  modificafion  is  necessary,  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted  that  their  combined  knowledge  and  experience  will 
find  a  satisfactory  solution  to  the  problem  thus  presented. 
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GERMAN  TOWNSHIP,   (Fayette  Co.)— Albert  Montgomery. 


Enrollment. 
The  total  enrollment  in  the  public  school,  exclusive  of  night  school 
students,  for  the  year  was  3,475,  of  which  number  239  were  in  the 
high  school.  The  number  of  scholars  in  this  district  has  increased 
65%  in  the  past  four  years.  We  have  not  been  able  to  make  pro- 
visions for  this  rapid  growth  and  many  of  our  schools  are  very  much 
overcrowded. 

Retardation. 
A  survey  of  the  distribution  of  pupils  by  age  and  grade  shows  a 
very  rapid  decrease  in  the  enrollment  from  the  sixth  grade  on.  Be- 
low the  sixth  grade  the  grades  are  fairly  well  equalized.  The  follow- 
ing table  gives  the  distribution  by  age  and  grade  in  the  common 
schools  for  the  school  year  of  1015-16. 


Ago. 


C 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Total 

Number  above  nor- 
mal age 

Approximate  per 
cent,  above  normal 
age 


Grade. 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

VIII 

530 
316 

5 
398 
200 

13 
100 
186 

11 

84 
186 

4 
7 
65 
49 

4 

74 

39 

15 
64 
63 

2 
23 

14  j 

56 
11 

7 

4 

125 
4 

2 
734 

27 
8 
2 
2 
1 

1 

72 
25 
11 
5 

36 
22 
8 
6 

48 
20 
6 
2 

26 
11 
4 

1 

21 
11 

1 

924 

340 

349 

63 

19.4 

197 

247 

184 

72 

78 
8.5 

131 

41 

72 

76 

42 

33 

18.0 

12.0 

36.5 

30.8 

23.0 

46.0 

535 
727 
371 
413 
293 
173 
226 
169 
76 
44 
18 


Non-Attendance  and  Tardiness. 
An   attempt  was  made  to   increase   the  interest  of  parents   and 
pupils  in  the  matter  of  regular  attendance.     In  this  effort  our  con- 
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gested  school  conditions  worked  against  us.  Many  pupils  who  were 
in  need  of  special  assistance  from  the  teacher  became  so  much  dis- 
heartened that  they  dropped  out  oi'  school  because  they  did  not  re- 
ceive the  help  that  they  needed.  The  teachers  were  not  to  be  cen- 
sured for  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  do  individual  work  in  a  school, 
crowded  as  many  of  them  were  during  the  past  year.  Another  condi- 
tion that  causes  much  tardiness  and  truancy,  is  the  floating  popula- 
tion that  is  always  in  evidence  in  the  coal  and  coke  industry.  "Here 
to-day  and  there  to-morrow"  makes  work  for  the  attendance  officer. 
We  attempted  to  enforce  the  compulsory  attendance  law  the  entire 
year  and  yet  many  boys  and  girls  of  this  and  adjoining  districts 
failed  to  attend  any  school. 

Teachers'  Training  School. 
We  have  been  compelled  to  engage  about  fifty,  per  cent,  of  our 
teachers  from  the  ranks  of  the  inexperienced  in  teaching.  In  order- 
to  afford  some  training  for  these  beginners  we  arranged  with  Prof. 
J.  B.  Sheetz  and  Prof.  R.  E.  Kudisill  to  conduct  a  Summer  Normal  for 
teachers  in  McClellandtown.  We  then  offered  free  tuition  to  pupils 
in  all  grades  below  the  high  school  in  this  district;  185  pupils  ac- 
cepted the  otter.  The  teachers  were  then  organized  in  groups  for 
observation  and  teaching.  Each  group  was  under  the  supervision  of 
an  able  and  experienced  teacher.  Teachers  taught  in  their  regular 
order  in  each  of  the  groups.  The  teachers  were  advised  to  enter  the 
group  that  had  charge  of  the  grades  in  which  they  wished  to  teach 
this  coming  year.  After  a  teacher  had  taught  her  assignment  for  the 
day  under  the  observation  of  the  group  and  its  supervisor,  comments 
and  criticisms  and  discussions  of  her  wrork  were  in  order.  Our 
teachers  were  pleased  with  the  work  and  we  feel  confident  that  some- 
thing worth  while  has  been  accomplished.  To  make  the  work  more 
valuable  we  invited  Miss  Jessie  Harris  of  the  Connellsville  schools  to 
assist  us  in  primary  reading  and  number  work.  She  gave  us  two 
weeks  of  her  time  in  June.  I  need  not  offer  any  comments  concerning 
her  work.  Miss  Harris  is  an  inspiration  to  any  teacher  and  we  know 
that  many  of  our  young  teachers  were  inspired  and  filled  with  a  de- 
termination to  succeed  in  their  work  in  the  school  room  this  coming- 
year  by  listening  to  her  and  in  observing  her  manner  in  handling 
children. 

Parent  Teacher  Associations. 

We  have  been  attempting  to  have  Parent  Teacher  meetings  for  the 

past  four  years.    We  have  never  been  able  to  obtain  much  interest  on 

the  part  of  the  parent  in  these  organizations.     Much  of  the  apathy 

of  the  parent  is  due  to  the  carelessness  of  the  teacher  concerning  this 
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important  phase  of  school  activities.  Ronco  district  organized  and 
maintained  a  successful  organization  through  the  efforts  of  the  prin- 
cipal, Mr.  Chas.  Taylor.  We  hope  to  secure  better  results  along  this 
line  this  coming  school  year. 

Night  School. 
We  have  introduced  vocational  training  into  the  night  school  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  E.  L.  Bowman  of  the  State  Department.     We 
expect  to  make  this  a  feature  of  our  school  system  this  coming  school 
year. 

Vocational  Schools. 
We  established  an  agricultural  department  in  connection  with  our 
high  school.  Much  valuable  assistance  was  rendered  to  us  by  Mr. 
Fetterolf  of  the  State  Department.  We  were  very  fortunate  in  secur- 
ing a  capable  teacher  for  this  work.  His  enthusiasm  has  aroused  the 
boys  and  girls  of  this  community  until  this  feature  of  our  school  ac- 
tivities is  assured  of  success. 

Coru  Clubs. 
More  than  twenty-five  boys  and  girls  have  joined  our  local  corn 
club  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Henning,  our  agricultural  teacher. 
We  are  convinced  that  this  movement  will  result  in  an  increased  in- 
terest in  farm  work  on  the  part  of  the  boys  and  girls  of  this  district. 

Community  Day. 
A  Corn  Judging  Contest  was  held  in  connection  with  our  first  com- 
munity day  gathering.  There  were  twrenty  entries  in  the  corn  con- 
test which  was  one  of  the  first  features  of  the  day.  More  than  five 
hundred  people  were  present.  The  morning  session  was  devoted  to 
the  judging  of  the  corn  and  preparing  lunch.  The  assembly  was 
called  to  order  at  1:30  P.  M.  in  the  high  school  auditorium.  Excel- 
lent talks  were  given  on  community  and  rural  life  work  by  Mr.  Fetter- 
olf of  the  State  Department,  Mr.  Daugherty  of  the  Fayette  County 
Farm  Bureau,  and  Mr.  McKee  of  the  Washington  County  Bureau.  So 
well  pleased  were  the  people  who  attended  this  meeting  that  a  per- 
manent organization  known  as  "The  German  Township  Community 
Club"  was  established  and  officers  elected.  This  organization  has 
already  perfected  plans  for  a  Community  Day  in  connection  with  an 
exhibition  of  farm  products  on  December  15,  and  16,  1916.  This 
meeting  has  helped  to  bring  the  school  and  the  community  into  a 
closer  relationship  and  our  teachers  are  encouraged  by  the  results  of 
this*  movement  as  shown  by  the  increased  interest  in  school  work  on 
the  part  of  patrons. 
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New  High  School  Building. 
Our  new  high  school  building  was  completed  in  October,  1915.  It 
is  a  splendid  fourteen -room  building  with  a  science  lecture  room, 
physical  and  chemical  laboratories,  study  hall,  two  manual  training 
rooms,  two  domestic  science  rooms,  gymnasium,  and  an  auditorium 
with  a  seating  capacity  of  650.  The  building  is  modern  throughout, 
direct-indirect  system  of  heating,  fan  ventilation,  and  sanitary  drink- 
ing fountains. 

Junior  High  School. 
The  organization  of  the  junior  high  school  was  effected  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  high  school  in  October.  The  board  of  directors  paid  the 
transportation  of  the  pupils  in  this  school.  The  work  of  the  year 
produced  very  satisfactory  results.  The  pupils  who  attended  the 
junior  high  school  did  better  work  in  their  respective  subjects  than 
we  have  ever  been  able  to  secure  heretofore. 

High  School  Courses. 

The  high  school  course  was  extended  from  three  to  four  years  and 
the  commercial  department  was  equipped  with  ten  Remington  type- 
writers and  an  Edison  Rotary  Mimeograph.  Forty-five  pupils  were 
enrolled  in  this  department. 

German  was  introduced  as  an  elective  during  the  last  two  years  of 
the  regular  course,  but  as  a  requirement  in  the  commercial  course. 

District  Teachers'  Institutes. 
The  district  institute  was  held  in  two  separate  sessions,  Decem- 
ber 13,  11  and  15,  1915,  and  January  25-26,  1916.  The  speakers 
secured  for  these  institutes  were  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  of  Columbus, 
Ohio;  Supt.  F.  W.  Wright,  Uniontown,  Pa.;  Dr.  J.  George  Becht, 
Hanisburg;  Dr.  J.  B.  Richey,  McKeesport,  and  Prof.  W.  S.  Hert- 
zog,  of  California  Normal.  The  institutes  were  well  patronized  by 
teachers   and   patrons. 

Conclusion. 

The  school  year  has  been  a  success  in  point  of  attendance,  prog- 
ress and  interest  on  the  part  of  both  the  pupils  and  patrons.  Sal- 
aries have  been  advanced.  We  have  a  smaller  number  of  begin- 
ners in  our  teaching  corps  than  ever  before.  Our  high  school  en- 
rollment is  increasing  and  pupils  are  manifesting  more  of  a  desire 
to  stay  in  school  until  they  complete  the  required  course. 

The  thanks  of  the  superintendent  are  extended  to  the  State  De- 
partment, to  the  press  of  the  county,  and  to  our  teachers  for  the 
many  favors  granted  him  during  the  year  now  closed. 
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GKEENSBURG— J.   H.   Alleman. 


Substantial  progress  along  essential  lines  is  our  report  for  the 
school  year,  1915-1916.  The  work  done  by  teachers  and  pupils  sur- 
passed, in  many  respects,  the  work  of  former  years.  Earnest, 
faithful  and  harmonious  effort  and  co-operation  characterized  the 
work  in  all  the  departments. 

With  few  exceptions,  all  our  buildings  now  have  pianos  or  vic- 
trolas,  purchased  either  by  the  Board  of  Education  or  through  the 
influence  and  efforts  of  the  parent-teacher  organizations.  We  ex- 
pect to  complete  this  work  during  the  coming  year. 

Owing  to  overcrowded  conditions  in  the  high  school,  the  direc- 
tors erected  two  portable  buildings,  one  a  two-room  and  the  other 
a  four-room  building.  These  buildings  will  facilitate  work  for  sev- 
eral years,  at  least.  Without  doubt  Greensburg  will  have  a  mod- 
ern, up-to-date  high  school  building  to  displace  these  temporary 
structures.  Then,  and  not  until  then,  can  we  attain  more  nearly 
the  highest  ideals  in  our  educational  work  and  results. 

The  work  in  school  gardening  and  school  playgrounds  was  con- 
tinued as  in  former  years,  under  the  management  of  the  Greens- 
burg Civic  and  Playground  Association.  Each  year  this  work  shows 
greater  progress  and  efficiency. 

The  annual  exhibits  in  manual  training,  domestic  science,  draw- 
ing and  penmanship  surpassed  all  previous  commendable  records. 
Great  credit  is  due  to  the  teachers  and  supervisors  in  these  special 
departments. 

The  directors  have  decided  to  add  a  first-class  commercial  de- 
partment to  our  high  school.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  meet 
the  highest  expectations  in  this  much  needed  course  of  instruction 
and  training. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  our  schools  is  excellent.  The  Board 
of  Health  directs  and  co-operates  with  the  Board  of  Education  and 
the  teachers,  and  we  speak  conservatively  when  we  say  that  Greens- 
burg can  not  well  be  surpassed  in  caring  for  the  physical  welfare 
of  the  children.  The  vigilance  and  efforts  of  our  .secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Health.  Mr.  S.  A.  Clements,  deserves  special  mention  and 
commendation.  Exercises  in  physical  culture,  schoolroom  ventila- 
tion, frequent  fumigation  of  rooms,  etc.,  are  considered  essentials 
in  our  system  of  education. 

The  course  of  study  and  manual  of  instruction  which  was  pre- 
pared for  the  grade  schools  has  been   carefully  revised.     Printed 
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copies  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers  during  the  coming  year. 
We  believe  that  the  course  embodies  the  most  essential  and  up-to- 
date  views  of  education,  and  it  will  undoubtedly  add  greatly  to  the 
efficiency  in  work  and  results. 

The  parent-teachers'  meetings  are  giving  evidence  of  cultivating 
sentiment  for  better  school  conditions  along  all  lines  of  educational 
endeavor.  Parents  are  coming  to  a  fuller  realization  that  the 
home  and  the  school  must  work  in  harmony  and  unity  towards  the 
accomplishment   of   our   educational   aims    and   purposes. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  conducted  regularly  throughout  the  year. 
Onr  teachers  made  a  careful  study  of  Gregory's  "Better  Schools"; 
and  "Conflicting  Principles  of  Education"  by  McMurry.  Our  teach- 
ing force  is  giving  evidence  of  great  professional  advancement.  Many 
books  from  the  Pedagogical  Library  were  read  with  interest  and 
profit. 

One  of  our  greatest  needs  is  higher  salaries  for  grade  teachers  and 
high  school  teachers.  Better  salaries,  as  a  rule,  lead  to  higher  stand- 
ards in  teaching.  The  best  teachers  can  not  be  retained  permanently, 
unless  directors  adopt  progressive  and  up-to-date  policies  in  school 
administration.  Greensburg  can  not  afford  to  sacrifice  her  school 
interests,  by  permitting  other  districts  to  employ  her  best  and  most 
capable  teachers  for  a  trifling  difference  in  compensation. 

We  acknowledge  our  thankfulness  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  to  the  local  press,  the  directors,  teachers  and  citizens 
for  their  help  and  co-operation. 


GREENVILLE— G.   B.   Gerberich. 


The  growth  in  the  enrollment  of  the  public  schools  would  indi- 
cate that  the  borough  has  a  rapid  growth  in  population.  A  year 
ago  the  enrollment  was  1,526  and  the  past  year  1,620,  an  increase 
of  100  or  about  six  per  cent,  in  one  year.  This  percentage  of  growth 
has  been  continuing  for  the  last  five  years  and  is  crowding  our 
school  facilities  to  the  utmost.  This  crowding  is  felt  in  both  grades 
and  the  high  school.  Not  only  is  the  crowding  felt  in  the  buildings 
we  occupy  but  also  in  the  number  of  pupils  per  teacher.  Based  on 
enrollment  for  the  year  we  had  an  average  of  33  pupils  per  teacher 
in  the  high  school  and  54  pupils  per  teacher  in  the  grades.     Based 
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on  enrollment  the  first  month  we  had  an  average  of  31  pupils  per 
teacher  in  the  high  school  and  47  pupils  per  teacher  in  the  grades. 
All  available  rooms  have  been  occupied  and  a  number  of  rooms  have 
many  more  pupils  than  is  consistent  with  good  work. 

Flans  are  under  way  to  relieve  this  congestion.  By  these  plans 
an  old  grade  building,  which  some  years  ago  housed  the  high  school 
and  some  grades,  centrally  located,  is  to  be  displaced  by  a  modern 
high  school  building,  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  a  junior  and 
senior  high  school. 

A  class  of  forty  graduated  .from  the  high  school  and  ninety-five 
were  promoted  from  the  grammar  grade  into  the  high  school. 

During  the  year  a  course  in  domestic  science  was  established  and 
a  building  formerly  used  as  a  store  room  and  flat  was  rented.  The 
store  room  was  made  into  a  cooking  department  and  the  flat  laid  out 
into  a  sewing  room,  model  rooms  and  toilet.  Much  interest  was  de- 
veloped in  this  line.  In  a  prize  baking  contest  open  to  any  person  in 
the  town,  the  cake  contest  was  won  by  one  of  the  domestic  science 
girls.    In  the  bread  baking  contest  one  of  the  girls  won  second  prize. 

In  the  high  school  work  in  music  both  in  the  opening  exercises 
and  the  regular  work,  special  attention  was  given  for  a  part  of  the 
time  to  the  study  of  opera  music.  An  interesting  study  was  made  of 
four  great  composers  of  opera  music,  the  story  and  setting  of  famous 
operas  worked  out,  and  the  standard  selections  from  these  studied 
and  rendered.  Vietrola  records  were  used,  members  of  the  musical 
clubs  of  the  town  assisted  with  selections  and  the  whole  high  school 
became  familiar  with,  and  helped  in  learning  the  best  in  opera  music. 
English  teachers  used  the  operas  as  the  basis  for  composition  and 
dramatic  work  with  much  success.  For  the  coming  year  we  have 
planned  a  continuation  of  the  opera  for  some  time,  then  take  up 
folk  songs  and  begin  with  the  study  of  the  oratorios. 

In  the  grades  entertainments  were  given  at  various  times  by  com- 
bining three  rooms  at  a  time  to  give  programs.  The  size  of  the 
audience  was  limited  by  the  size  of  the  auditorium.  Tickets  had 
to  be  given  in  order  to  keep  the  attendance  to  the  proper  size.  These 
entertainments  included  musical,  literary,  story  telling  and  drill 
features  of  regular  work. 

Medical  inspection  was  carefully  carried  out  this  year,  a  general 
report  of  it  was  made  to  parents  and  in  the  more  serious  cases  a 
special  note  was  sent  to  parents.  This  note  was  very  generally  ac- 
cepted by  parents  and  followed  up  by  them.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
school  year  an  epidemic  of  measles  greatly  interfered  with  the  at- 
tendance and  progress  in  school  work. 

We  are  pleased  to  record  a  larger  number  of  parents  and  patrons 
visiting  school  during  the  regular  sessions  of  the  school  than  ever 
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before.  This  visitation  was  urged  at  all  times  but  a  special  "Go  to 
School  Week"  gave  a  most  encouraging  attendance.  The  regu- 
lar school  program  was  carried  out  and  the  visits  were  long  enough 
to  see  the  general  character  of  school  work. 

One  of  the  characteristic  features  of  school  attendance  in  the 
Greenville  schools  is  the  large  number  proportionately  in  the  upper 
grades.  In  the  past  year  we  had  almost  as  many  pupils  in  the  sixth 
grade  as  in  the  third  and  the  seventh  grade  had  about  ten  less  than 
the  fourth  grade.  There  are  several  reasons  for  this.  There  is  not 
so  much  chance  for  employment  for  boys  and  girls  under  sixteen. 
Only  three  general  employment  certificates  have  been  issued.  Em- 
ployers of  labor  assist  the  schools  by  asking  only  for  the  vacation 
employment  certificates.  The  general  school  spirit  is  good  and 
parents  very  generally  are  desirous  to  give  their  children  all  the 
schooling  they  are  able  to  give.  We  approve  strongly  the  Child 
Labor  Act  even  if  we  are  not  much  affected  by  it. 


HANOVER— Oden  C.  Gortner. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  substantial  growth  and  development. 
Notwithstanding  that  mumps,  chicken  pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever  and 
diphtheria  were  prevalent  among  the  school  children  during  the  win- 
ter months,  the  attendance  for  the  year  reached  the  general  average 
of  ninety-three  per  cent,  of  the  enrollment.  The  problem  of  compul- 
sory attendance  was  not  so  bothersome  as  last  year;  only  one  parent 
was  prosecuted  and  convicted  for  failure  to  send  his  child  to  school. 
There  is  a  growing  disposition  to  obey  the  law  and  parents  rarely 
keep  or  permit  their  children  to  stay  out  of  school  unless  for  some 
lawful  reason. 

The  number  of  pupils  who  failed  of  promotion  at  the  end  of  the 
school  term  was  fewer  than  in  previous  years.  The  cause  for  this 
lessened  failure  of  promotion  is  due  in  a  large  measure  to  better  daily 
instruction  in  the  class  room  and  the  giving  of  individual  help  to 
those  who  need  it  and  when  they  need  it.  We  have  put  in  practice 
a  good  plan  for  aiding  slow  and  dull  pupils.  The  daily  sessions 
of  school  end  at  3:30  P.  M.  Teachers  remain  in  their  school  rooms 
until  4  P.  M.  and  devote  this  half  hour  to  the  interest  of  pupils  who 
need  special  attention.     This  plan  was  thoroughly  tried  out  during 
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the  past  year  and  has  produced  excellent  results  for  the  time  and  the 
effort  put  forth.  It  has  saved  many  a  pupil  from  doing  time  in 
school,  and  in  the  upper  grades  it  has  kept  in  school  for  a  longer 
period  those  who  because  of  failure  of  promotion  would  otherwise 
have  dropped  out  of  school  and  gone  to  work.  Because  of  the  val- 
uable results  obtained  from  this  plan  I  should  like  to  commend  it  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  my  fellow  teachers  and  superin- 
tendents. 

During  the  summer  the  Superintendent  outlined  a  new  course  of 
study  for  the  high  school,  submitted  it  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  its  approval,  and  then  presented  it  to  the  school 
board  for  its  adoption.  After  careful  thought  and  consideration 
the  board  accepted  the  new  course  of  study  and  ordered  it  to  go 
into  effect  at  the  opening  of  the  school  term,  September,  1915.  The 
new  high  school  curriculum  provides  for  three  courses  of  study,  viz: 
Classical,  Scientific  and  Commercial.  All  students  are  required  to 
take  the  same  studies  during  the  first  two  years  of  their  high  school 
life,  in  order  that  they  may  get  a  good  foundation  for  the  course  they 
intend  to  pursue,  and  because  it  requires  at  least  two  years  of  ex- 
perience in  the  high  school  for  the  average  pupil  to  find  himself  and 
decide  upon  his  chosen  profession  in  life.  During  the  first  two 
years  in  high  school  a  thorough  ground  work  is  given  in  English, 
Latin,  Science,  History  and  Mathematics.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
junior  year  each  pupil  may  select  one  of  the  three  courses  already 
mentioned.  Electives  are  offered  in  German,  French,  Spanish, 
Science,  History  and  Mathematics.  Those  who  choose  the  Commer- 
cial Course  are  required  to  study  English,  History  and  Literature, 
in  addition  to  the  purely  commercial  subjects,  Book-keeping,  Steno- 
graphy and  Typewriting.  Heretofore  the  Commercial  Course  con- 
tained simply  the  commercial  subjects,  and  each  year  it  became  the 
rendezvous  of  students  who  cared  for  little  study  and  less  work.  The 
Commercial  Course  now  in  operation  in  our  high  school  requires 
just  as  many  hours  of  honest  and  faithful  labor  as  either  of  the  other 
courses.  The  lazy  and  indifferent  high  school  student  has  nowhere 
to  lay  his  head  or  rest  his  weary  body;  he  must  perforce  get  busy 
and  hold  his  own  with  his  school  mates  or  give  up  the  attempt  and 
pass  out  into  the  vocations  of  life. 

During  the  year  the  high  school  enrolled  two  hundred  twenty-five 
students,  and  so  attractive  was  the  new  course  of  study  and  the  new 
order  of  things  that  only  five  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  enrolled  dropped 
out  permanently.  One  new  teachers  was  added  to  the  faculty, 
making  seven  teachers  who  gave  their  entire  time  and  attention  to 
high  school  work.  We  have  two  sessions  each  day;  the  forenoon 
session  from  8:30  to  11:45,  and  the  afternoon  session  from  1:30  to 
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3:30.  We  like  this  arrangement  better  than  the  "one  session  a  day" 
school. 

We  are  old-fashioned  enough  to  believe  that  there  are  a  number  of 
good  reasons  why  high  school  students  should  be  in  school  and  be 
surrounded  by  an  atmosphere  of  study  and  of  work,  morning  and 
afternoon ;  rather  than  they  should  have  a  forenoon  session  only  and 
run  wild  during  the  afternoon  and  evening.  Any  method,  plan,  or 
device  is  to  be  judged  for  its  worth  by  the  results  obtained  thru  its 
use.  We  get  splendid  results,  the  students  like  the  plan,  the  teachers 
are  pleased  with  the  arrangement,  it  suits  the  parents, — so  why  not 
follow  it? 

The  educational  event  of  greatest  significance  to  the  community 
during  the  school  year  is  the  new  $80,000  high  school  building  with  its 
modern  equipment,  to  be  ready  for  use  at  the  opening  of  the  next 
school  term.  This  is  a  three  story  structure  built  of  buff  brick  with 
limestone  trimmings,  and  contains  twelve  class  rooms,  sufficient  to 
accommodate  five  hundred  students.  Provision  has  been  made  for 
manual  training  and  domestic  science,  besides  the  usual  work  carried 
on  in  an  up  to  date  high  school.  The  present  quarters  which  have 
been  occupied  by  high  school  students  will  be  given  over  with  a  few 
changes  to  the  use  of  grade  pupils  for  one  year,  after  which  a  com- 
plete change  will  be  made  in  order  to  fit  the  building  for  a  "Junior 
High  School,"  composed  of  seventh  and  eighth  grade  pupils. 

During  the  year  the  Superintendent  arranged  for  a  course  of  free 
lectures  for  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons,  to  be  given  by  prominent 
educators  of  the  state.  Among  those  who  graciously  responded  to 
this  call  and  rendered  efficient  service  in  uplifting  and  inspiring  the 
people  were:  Dr.  N.  L.  Euwer,  President  Irving  College,  Dr.  J.  H. 
Apple,  President  Hood  College,  Dr.  George  Morris  Philips,  Principal 
West  Chester  State  Normal  School,  Dr.  George  Leslie  Omwake,  Presi- 
dent Ursinus  College,  Dr.  William  C.  Miller,  State  Department  of 
Public  Health,  and  Dr.  Frank  P.  Graves,  Dean,  Department  of  Edu- 
cation, University  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  work  in  music  has  continued  to  make  rapid  progress  in  the 
grades  under  the  guiding  care  of  Miss  Carrie  M.  Cramp,  Supervisor 
of  Music,  and  the  grade  teachers.  Grade  concerts  which  were  a  feat- 
ure of  the  schools  last  year  were  discontinued  this  year  and-  the 
effort  put  on  the  regular  work.  One  month  before  the  term  closed 
Miss  Cramp  resigned  to  accept  the  position  of  Supervisor  of  music 
in  the  Julia  Eichman  High  School  in  New  York  City.  During  the 
years  in  which  Miss  Cramp  has  had  charge  of  the  music  in  the  schools 
commendable  progress  has  been  made.  The  children  have  not  only 
learned  to  read  music  readily  but  they  have  learneVl  to  love  music 
and  to  await  with  pleasure  the  coming  of  the  Supervisor,  for  the 
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music  period  was  a  real  joy  and  a  genuine  delight.  Miss  Cramp  lias 
done  a  great  work  in  music  here,  and  while  we  regret  to  have  her 
sever  her  connection  with  our  schools,  yet  we  rejoice  that  she  has 
been  found  worthy  to  be  called  up  higher  in  her  chosen  profession. 

The  last  week  in  March  the  class  of  1916,  under  the  sole  manage- 
ment and  supervision  of  Miss  Carrie  M.  Cramp,  our  efficient  Super- 
visor of  Music,  gave  a  masterly  presentation  of  the  Little  Tycoon 
before  a  representative  audience  of  six  hundred  people.  The  pro- 
ceeds from  this  operetta  were  sufficient  to  give  the  class  a  three  day 
trip  to  Washington,  D.  C.  The  trip  was  made  after  the  close  of 
school  and  was  a  fitting  climax,  in  point  of  education,  to  the  four 
year  course  of  study  in  the  high  school. 

On  Wednesday,  May  31st,  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of  the 
high  school  was  graduated.  The  class,  which  was  very  capable  and 
efficient,  consisted  of  twenty-six  girls  and  sixteen  boys.  More  than 
one-half  of  the  class  was  made  up  of  boys,  which  is  a  gratifying 
feature  to  those  who  teach  and  supervise  schools.  While  the  avenues 
of  business  and  of  trade  call  loudly  to  the  young  men  to  join  its 
ranks  the  tendency  is  growing  to  look  upon  four  years  of  high  school 
training  as  a  necessary  equipment  for  life's  work,  and  our  boys  are 
continuing  in  high  school  and  completing  their  courses.  It  is  also 
worthy  of  mention  that  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  this  graduating 
class  have  planned  to  continue  their  education  in  normal  schools  and 
colleges.  Tn  superintending  the  work  of  the  Hanover  Schools  during 
the  past  two  years  I  wish  to  make  grateful  acknowledgement  of  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  teachers,  patrons,  school  officials,  and  es- 
pecially members  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education.  The  officials  at  Harris- 
burg  are  always  ready  and  willing  to  lend  any  aid  and  to  give  any 
advice  out  of  their  wisdom  and  experience,  and  it  strengthens  the 
hands  and  lends  encouragement  to  the  heart  of  the  Superintendent 
to  realize  that  he  has  at  all  times  the  good  will  and  backing  of  his 
superiors  in  office. 


HARKISBURG— F.  E.  Downes. 


On  the  whole  we  have  reason  to  feel  encouraged  over  the  accom- 
plishments of  the  year.  Mistakes  have  probably  been  mad'e  and  many 
things  have  been  left  undone,  but  there  are  evidences  that  there  has 
been  a  measure  of  improvement  and  real  growth. 
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Our  high  school  congestion  is  so  great  as  to  be  almost  unendurable, 
but  plans  for  better  conditions  are  well  under  way.  The  matter 
of  a  loan  for  the  erection  of  a  new  high  school  building  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  voters  in  November  for  approval,  and  there  is  every  in- 
dication of  a  successful  outcome. 

A  new  grade  school  was  occupied  during  the  year  and  still  another 
is  in  process  of  construction.  Both  of  these  buildings  are  fireproof 
and  contain  large  auditorium  facilities  and  accommodations  for 
manual  training,  domestic  science  and  social  centre  work. 

A  city  wide  celebration  of  the  completion  of  certain  comprehensive 
plans  of  municipal  improvement  was  inagurated  during  the  latter 
part  of  September,  the  schools  being  invited  to  participate.  A  public 
educational  meeting  was  held  in  connection  with  the  celebration.  A 
suitable  program  was  rendered  and  special  phases  of  school  work  were 
exhibited.  A  school  parade  was  also  arranged,  which  proved  to  be 
the  most  interesting  event  of  the  week.  Nothing  that  the  schools 
have  undertaken  during  the  past  ten  years  has  so  effectually  enlisted 
the  sympathy  and  interest  of  the  public  toward  our  schools  as  this 
unusual  demonstration. 

Two  continuation  schools  have  been  in  operation  since  February 
14.  Our  schedule  provides  for  different  grades  on  different  days  and 
also  for  the  segregation  of  the  sexes.  The  course  of  study  outlined  by 
the  State  for  these  schools  is  adhered  to  as  far  as  circumstances  will 
permit.  Few  textbooks  are  used.  The  manual  work  consists  of 
drawing,  woodworking  and  sewing.  Our  attendance  has  been  good 
and  the  application  of  pupils  commendable.  It  has  been  gratifying 
to  record  the  complete  cooperation  of  employers  in  our  efforts  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  law.  They  have  invariably  complied  with 
every  reasonable  requirement,  though  it  has  not  been  possible  always 
to  arrange  time  schedules  to  suit  their  convenience. 

Two  hundred  fifty,  or  seventy-eight  per  cent.,  of  our  teachers  en- 
rolled in  a  class  in  applied  psychology  conducted  weekly  during 
the  winter  by  Dr.  G.  C.  Basset  and  Dr.  A.  C  Perrin,  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pittsburgh.  The  expense  of  these  lectures  was  borne  by  the 
teachers  themselves. 

During  the  year  a  complete  card  record  system  for  teachers  has 
been  inaugurated,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  aid  materially  in  the  ad- 
ministrative work  of  the  schools.  All  essential  data  with  respect  to 
every  teacher  in  the  district  is  now  readily  available.  This  plan  is 
another  instance  of  an  endeavor  to  conform  to  the  best  practice  in 
the  conduct  of  the  professional  work  of  the  schools. 

This  is  the  last  year  that  we  shall  have  nine  elementary  grades. 
Next  year  tliere  will  be  only  eight  grades  below  the  high  school,  and, 
In  connection  with  this,  semi-annual  promotions  will  be  inaugurated. 

The  question  of  the  wider  use  of  school  property  continues  per- 
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sistently  to  be  agitated.  In  theory  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that 
the  general  public  who  have  supplied  our  school  buildings  for  us 
should  have  a  right  to  the  use  of  them  to  the  fullest  extent.  The 
fact  that  the  schools  are  used  for  the  usual  school  purposes  but  six 
hours  a  day,  five  days  a  week,  and  nine  and  one-half  months  a  year, 
and  that  they  are  generally  idle  the  remainder  of  the  time,  is  a  con- 
vincing argument  in  favor  of  this  present  day  campaign  for  open 
school  houses.  Also,  the  fact  that  a  number  of  cities  may  be  cited 
where  the  schools  have  been  successfully  thrown  open  to  public  use 
adds  further  weight  to  the  plausibility  of  the  proposition.  In  theory 
the  proposition  is  all  right.  The  difficulty  is  a  question  of  finances. 
To  throw  open  valuable  school  property  to  the  general  public,  with 
no  adequate  plan  of  operation  and  supervision,  letting  communities, 
organizations,  clubs  and  individuals,  boys  and  girls,  men  and  women, 
the  responsible  and  the  irresponsible,  go  and  come  as  they  please, 
would.be  ridiculous  in  the  extreme.  And  yet  this  is  what  the  propo- 
sition means  without  finances.  The  people  themselves  cannot  suc- 
cessfully direct  or  supervise  an  undertaking  of  this  kind.  What  is 
needed  is  expert  supervision  and  direction,  and  this  means  funds 
sufficient  to  employ  competent  persons  to  take  the  matter  in  charge, 
and  also  sufficient  to  provide  facilities  in  the  various  centres  for  the 
education,  recreation  and  amusement  of  those  attending. 

We  have  been  assisted  greatly  in  our  work  this  year  by  the  State 
Bureau  of  Vocational  Education  in  making  a  complete  and  very  satis- 
factory industrial  survey  of  the  city  to  aid  us  in  the  organization 
of  our  continuation  schools.  For  this  and  other  courtesies  and 
assistance  of  the  State  Educational  Department  we  desire  to  express 
appreciation. 


HAZLETON— David  A.  Harman. 


The  school  term  of  1915-16  closed  with  an  enrollment  for  the  year 
of  G,213  pupils,  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  597. 

Dining  the  last  twenty-three  (23)  years,  Hazleton  has  erected  six 
school  buildings  and  enlarged  two,  thus  increasing  the  number  of 
school  rooms  by  101,  and  we  are  now  erecting  a  2S-roomed  ward 
building  and  are  planning  to  build  a  small  one  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  city.     In  past  years,  when  the  schools  were  crowded,  we 
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relieved  the  congestion  by  having  two  schools  occupy  the  same  room 
daily,  one  beginning  at  8  A.  M.  and  closing  at  12  M.;  the  other  opening 
at  12  M.  and  closing  at  4  o'clock.  Recently,  however,  we  follow  the 
practice  of  having  double  sessions  for  each  school,  one  from  8  to  10 
and  from  12  to  2  o'clock;  the  other  from  10  to  12  and  from  2  to  4. 
We  confine  this  arrangement  to  the  first  and  second  grades,  if  pos- 
sible, and  by  so  doing  we  think  that  the  schools  suffer  small  loss. 
In  all  such  schools  the  teachers  use  at  least  an  additional  half  hour 
daily  with  pupils  who  need  special  assistance.  This  help  is  given 
quietly  in  a  cloak  room  or  in  the  rear  of  the  school  room.  We  found 
that  both  teachers  and  children  became  very  weary  towards  the  close 
of  a  four  hour  session,  but  that  they  work  without  noticeable  fatigue 
for  two  hours  with  short  periods  for  calisthenic  and  breathing  exer- 
cises. 

The  evening  schools  proved  the  wisdom  of  giving  our  young  people 
who  want  to  work  before  completing  their  elementary  education,  an 
opportunity  to  better  prepare  themselves  for  their  present  occupa- 
tions. Out  of  an  enrollment  of  634,  243  persisted  until  the  close  of 
the  term  of  twenty-two  weeks.  Five  received  certificates  of  proficiency 
in  the  courses  pursued.  Next  term  we  intend  to  begin  the  school 
about  the  middle  of  September  and  lay  out  the  courses  of  study  in 
units  that  may  be  finished  in  a  certain  number  of  nights  by  those 
who  attend  regularly.  We  believe  that  definite  ends,  not  too  far  in 
the  future,  will  stimulate  better  attendance  and  more  serious  work. 

Some  quotations  from  my  annual  report  to  the  school  board  of 
Hazleton  may  be  of  interest  to  the  Department. 

"The  demand  upon  the  schools  for  a  more  practical  form  of  educa- 
tion is  gradually  being  met  in  Hazleton.  Beginning  with  the  first 
grade  and  continued  through  the  high  school  in  a  special  industrial 
course,  certain  forms  of  manual  instruction  are  provided.  These 
include  many  exercises  in  the  lower  grades  of  paper  construction, 
weaving,  basketry,  etc.,  and  in  the  upper  grades,  cabinet  making  for 
the  boys  and  sewing  and  cooking  for  the  girls.  In  the  high  school, 
those  girls  who  take  household  arts  will  have  complete  courses  in 
sewing  and  cooking  and  instruction  also  in  housekeeping,  millinery, 
laundrying,  sanitation,  etc.,  while  the  boys  will  be  instructed  in  all 
forms  of  wood-working,  in  forging,  sheet-metal  work,  printing,  electri- 
cal work,  turning,  filing,  chipping,  etc.,  in  the  machine  shop.  We 
hope  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  tradesmen  of  the  city,  by  which 
our  boys  will  get  actual  practice  in  the  shop  supplementing  what  we 
are  able  to  do  in  the  school. 

The  school  has  done  too  little  in  the  past  for  the  boy  who  does 
not  expect  to  go  to  college ;  the  time  is  near  when  the  course  of  study 
will  train  not  only  the  head  to  think,  but  also  the  hand  to  perform. 
The  school  cannot  turn  out  skilled  craftsmen  any  more  than  it  can 
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produce  lawyers  and  doctors,  but  it  can  and  should  give  every  boy  a 
sure  foundation  for  his  life's  work  and  should  help  him  to  discover 
early  what  that  life's  work  is.  Education  of  this  character  costs 
more  than  the  stereotyped  education  of  former  years,  but  it  is  worth 
more." 

"The  most  important  asset  in  the  life  of  a  child  is  good  health. 
It  has  been  a  matter  of  deep  regret  to  me  that  year  after  year  this 
school  district  has  decided  against  medical  inspection.  The  school 
code  makes  provision  for  it  and  the  State  thinks  so  well  of  it  that 
it  provides  for  medical  inspection  and  pays  all  the  cost  in  school 
districts  of  the  fourth  class.  The  code  makes  medical  inspection  com- 
pulsory in  school  districts  of  the  first  and  second  class  and  optional  in 
third  class  districts.  The  code  also  provides  for  the  employment  of 
well  trained  school  nurses  in  all  school  districts.  In  my  judgment, 
if  we  cannot  have  both  medical  inspection  and  a  trained  nurse,  I 
would  prefer  the  latter.  She  would  visit  schools  and  homes  constantly 
and  could  detect  cases  that  require  the  services  of  a  physician  and  in 
conjunction  with  the  teachers  of  the  city  would  bring  the  school  and 
the  home  into  sympathetic  co-operation.  Much  of  the  splendid  teach- 
ing of  hygiene  is  lost  because  so  many  homes  do  not  appreciate  its 
value.  A  competent  nurse  could  make  practical  applications  in  such 
homes  of  the  teaching  done  in  the  school." 

"Another  serious  need  of  our  school  system  in  Hazleton  is  that  of 
an  'ungraded  school'  into  which  could  be  brought  children  who  are 
too  old  for  the  grades  in  which  they  must  be  placed  by  reason  of 
their  lack  of  mentality.  The  teacher  of  such  a  school  must  have 
special  preparation  for  her  work  and  there  must  also  be  special  equip- 
ment to  meet  the  individual  needs  of  the  children.  Such  a  school  is 
necessary,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  the  pupils  who  are  admitted  to  it, 
but  for  the  sake  also  of  the  normal  children,  who  are  retarded  because 
of  the  time,  attention,  patience  and  energy  that  the  abnormal  child 
requires  of  the  teacher,  who  cannot,  therefore,  advance  the  school 
as  she  otherwise  would.  I  think  that  it  could  be  proved  that  it 
costs  less  to  provide  such  a  school  than  it  does  to  take  care  of  the 
'repeaters'  who  become  such  because  they  could  not  get  the  needed 
assistance  from  their  teachers." 

"The  Hazleton  school  district  suffered  serious  loss  the  past  term 
in  the  death  of  two  men  who  were  rendering  it  most  valuable  service, 
each  in  his  own  department.  Mr.  Harry  W.  Evans  who  died  in 
February  was  a  capable  and  earnest  attendance  officer,  who  could 
always  be  depended  upon  to  fulfill  his  duties,  unpleasant  and  diffi- 
cult though  they  were,  in  a  just  and  impartial  manner. 

Prof.  J.  Donald  Geist,  Principal  of  the  Hazleton  High  School  for 
almost  eighteen  years,  died  April  2nd.  His  death  was  a  serious 
loss  to  the  community  in  general  and  to  the  high  school  in  particular. 
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Both  men  were  in  the  prime  of  life  and  had  every  reason  to  expect 
that  they  might  be  spared  many  years  in  which  to  continue  the 
faithful  and  acceptable  service  that  they  were  rendering.  The  many 
expressions  of  live  and  confidence,  the  large  outpouring  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  at  their  funerals,  the  resolutions  of  respect  and 
appreciation  upon  the  minutes  of  this  school  district,  make  it  un- 
necessary for  me  to  say  more  in  this  report  of  the  esteem  in  which 
they  were  held  and  the  place  that  they  had  won  in  the  affections  of 
those  who  knew  them  best." 

The  reorganization  of  our  teaching  force  three  years  ago  by  which 
four  of  the  largest  school  buildings  are  conducting  departmental 
work  is  proving  satisfactory.  Certain  teachers  in  those  buildings  are 
teaching  all  of  the  regular  academic  branches  and  others  teaching 
special  branches  such  as  music,  drawing,  natural  science,  industrial 
work,  physical  training,  etc. 

This  plan  enables  teachers  to  select  the  branches  that  they  prefer 
to  teach  and  gives  us  an  opportunity  to  equip  certain  school  rooms 
quite  completely  for  special  subjects.  There  is  also  an  economy  in 
the  system  as  less  teachers  are  required  and  less  school  rooms  oc- 
cupied. 

There  have  been  many  encouraging  features  in  connection  with  the 
school  work  of  Hazleton  during  recent  years,  and  we  are  expecting 
continued  progress  in  all  departments. 


HAZLE  TOWNSHIP   (Luzerne  Comity)— Joseph  B.  Gabrio. 


The  school  term  of  1915-16  opened  with  a  record  breaking  atten- 
dance, September  7th,  1915.  The  professional  spirit  is  being  developed 
more  and  more  among  our  teachers,  and  a  goodly  number  are  taking 
advantage  of  the  different  summer  sessions  for  teachers  in  this  and 
other  states.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  progressive  teacher  will 
seek  every  opportunity  for  his  professional  advancement,  and,  as  a 
result,  he  not  only  adds  to  his  own  efficiency,  but  stimulates  others 
in  a  professional  way. 

The  only  new  features  of  the  past  school  year  was  the  introduction 
of  musical  instruction  in  all  the  grades,  under  the  supervision  of  a 
competent  teacher.     After  a  year's  trial,  I  can  conscientiously  give 
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the  innovation  my  unqualified  endorsement.  The  progress  made  in 
this  very  important  art  indicates  not  only  its  popularity,  but  also 
reveals  the  fact  that  this  department  is  essential  in  a  more  complete 
education  of  our  boys  and  girls.  Children  like  music,  and  their  merry 
voices  in  song  add  much  to  the  cheer  of  the  school-room. 

The  teachers  for  delinquents  did  excellent  work,  and  their  devotion 
to  duty,  has  more  firmly  convinced  me  of  their  necessity  in  a  progres- 
sive school  system.  The  "special  teacher"  has  a  special  mission,  and 
he  alone  can  fulfill  that  mission.  I  have  always  taken  a  decidedly 
favorable  attitude  on  the  question  of  the  "special  teacher."  I  believe 
in  the  movement,  and  shall  take  every  opportunity  to  emphasize  his 
necessity.  One  of  the  marks  of  a  good  system  of  education  is  the 
attention  given  to  the  backward  pupils.    Their  neglect  is  lamentable. 

A  new  five-room  building  was  erected  at  Lattimer  Mines  during 
the  year,  and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  beginning  of  the 
school  term  in  September,  1916.  The  school  board  also  contemplates 
the  erection  of  a  four-room  building  at  Beaver  Brook. 

I  certainly  feel  gratified  to  know  that  the  directors  recognize  the 
need  of  modern  school  buildings,  and  that,  as  a  result,  they  are 
erecting  new  buildings  as  rapidly  as  the  funds  at  their  disposal 
permit.  At  the  present  rate  of  erecting  new  buildings,  the  day  is 
not  far  distant  when  Hazle  township  will  have  only  first  class  school 
buildings. 

In  addition  to  the  erection  of  modern,  substantial  school  buildings, 
the  board  does  not  overlook  the  importance  of  providing  suitable 
and  attractive  school  grounds.  Thus  the  surroundings  to  the  new 
buildings  are  kept  in  pleasing  harmony  with  the  buildings  themselves, 
and  every  school  locality  is  indeed  an  attractive  center  in  the  different 
villages  of  the  district.  The  direct  result  of  attractive  school  build- 
ings is  very  evident  in  many  ways.  Old  buildings  are  usually  made 
more  unattractive  by  the  hands  of  those  who  seem  to  possess  a  mania 
for  defacing  school  property,  especially  is  this  fact  true  when  no 
evidence  of  care  to  such  property  is  noticeable. 

But  since  our  school  officials  are  replacing  the  old  and  utterly 
unfit  structures  with  new,  a  change  has  come,  and  the  marks  of 
mutilation  on  the  new  buildings  are  very  rare  and,  in  some  cases, 
entirely  absent.  It  merely  demonstrates  the  fact  that  the  best  and 
easiest  method  to  protect  school  property  from  the  defacement  is  for 
school  authorities  to  provide  attractive  buildings  and  to  maintain  in 
such  condition  afterwards.  That  the  beautiful  suggests  respect,  but 
the  dilapidated  breeds  contempt,  is  certainly  very  forcibly  reflected  in 
the  life  of  a  school  building. 

Wherever  possible,  the  new  buildings  are  fitted  for  electic  lighting 
and  for  running  water.  The  necessity  for  a  telephone  in  each  building 
is  also  realized  by  the  superintendent,  and  he  may  suggest  such 
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improvement  to  the  board  at  an  early  day.     Efficiency  demands  an 
intimate  relation  of  the  entire  machinery. 

Night  schools  were  conducted  throughout  the  district  during  the 
year,  and  there  seems  to  be  an  increased  interest  manifested  in  these 
schools.  They  are  well  attended  and  the  patrons  look  upon  them  as  a 
necessary  part  of  our  school  system.  I  am  always  glad  to  recommend 
the  opening  of  night  schools  in  our  district,  and  these  schools  receive 
my  careful  attention.  I  have  observed  that  many  a  boy  was  awakened 
in  a  night  school  who  failed  to  be  aroused  at  all  in  the  day  school. 
Too  frequently,  a  boy  fails  to  see  the  necessity  of  an  education  until 
he  comes  into  personal  contact  with  the  problems  of  life,  and  it 
is  then  that  he  turns  his  thoughts  to  his  only  recourse — the  night 
school. 

It  is,  therefore,  great  pleasure  for  me  to  see  a  building  in  each 
town  and  village  open  in  the  evening  for  the  benefit  of  these  who 
have  learned  to  realize  the  need  of  an  education  only  after  their  career 
in  the  day  school  is  over.  I  believe  firmly  in  the  old  time  night 
school,  where  the  elementary  branches  are  taught  in  the  old  style. 
Many  a  successful  man  to-day  points  to  some  unpretentious,  red 
school-house  as  the  source  of  his  inspiration  in  the  days  gone  by. 

High  School. 

The  enrollment  in  our  high  school  for  the  past  year  was  184,  ninety- 
seven  boys  and  eighty-seven  girls.  A  class  of  70  will  enter  in  Septem- 
ber. It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  very  few  boys  and  girls  left  the 
high  school  during  the  year  to  go  to  work. 

Our  annual  commencement  was  held  in  the  Palace  Theatre,  Hazle- 
ton,  Pa.,  June  9th,  1916.  The  graduation  class,  numbered  twenty-three' 
16  of  whom  received  diplomas  from  the  regular  course  and  7,  from 
the  commercial  course. 

Hon.  Henry  Houck  delivered  the  commencement  address,  and 
every  available  space  was  occupied  when  the  popular  school  man  was 
introduced.  The  audience  was  highly  pleased  with  the  appropriate 
remarks. of  Mr.  Houck  and  congratulations  were  bestowed  upon  the 
noted  speaker  after  the  exercises  were  over. 

The  regulation  cap  and  gown,  introduced  several  years  ago,  are 
now  worn  by  our  graduates  at  each  commencement.  The  wisdom 
of  the  custom  is  attested  by  the  many  favorable  comments  of  our 
patrons,  especially  those  who  pay  the  bills  on  graduation  day.  I 
approve  the  custom.  It  is  one  of  the  economical  features  which  all 
parents  welcome  at  commencement  time. 

During  the  month  of  December,  an  art  exhibition  was  held  in 
the  high  school  building,  under  the  direction  of  our  art  department. 
The  exhibit  was  of  superior  quality,  and  many  of  our  patrons  visited 
the  high  school  during  the  time  of  the  exhibition.    Receipts  obtained 
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from  a  small  admission  charge  were  used  to  purchase  standard  pic- 
tures for  the  high  school.  This  was  our  first  effort  in  bringing  the  best 
pictures  available  to  our  people,  and  judging  from  the  interest  shown, 
it  was  not  only  a  popular  movement  but  also  stimulating  in  its 
effects. 

I  could  not  fittingly  conclude  my  remarks  on  the  high  school  with- 
out a  brief  reference  to  a  custom  recently  inaugurated  by  the  senior 
class  of  1914.  I  refer  to  what  is  known  in  our  high  school  as  the 
Memorial  program,  rendered  the  afternoon  of  the  day  preceding 
Thanksgiving  Day.  On  this  day,  the  members  of  the  class  that  grad- 
uated the  preceding  June,  assembled  in  the  high  school  auditorium, 
and  after  the  rendition  of  an  appropriate  program,  present  to  their 
Alma  Mater  a  class  memorial,  possessing  both  an  educational  sig- 
nificance and  a  decorative  value. 

It  is  one  of  the  big  days  of  the  year  in  the  high  school,  and  the 
interested  class  looks  forward  to  the  occasion  with  great  anticipation 
to  renew  former  comradeship  with  one  another  and  with  the  school 
in  general.  It  is  a  beautiful  custom  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure, 
indeed,  to  pay  my  tribute  to  such  a  worthy  and  thoughtful  contri- 
bution by  our  departing  classes.  The  spirit  which  prompts  such 
action  is  wholesome  and  binds  the  outgoing  classes  inseparably  to 
the  spot  where  four  of  their  happiest  years  were  spent. 

It  is  also  a  pleasure  to  refer  to  the  annual  custom  of  the  G.  A.  R 
of  the  city  of  Hazleton,  in  sending  one  of  their  comrades  to  the  high 
school  the  day  before  Decoration  Day  to  address  the  students  on 
patriotic  subjects.  In  his  connection,  I  am  especially  indebted  to 
Mr.  A.  M.  Eby,  of  Hazleton,  for  the  splendid  addresses  he  has  de- 
livered on  these  occasions  to  our  high  school  students.  Mr.  Eby  was 
one  of  the  gallant  defenders  of  our  Civil  War,  and  we  are  always 
glad  to  welcome  him,  both  as  a  gentleman  of  pleasing  speech  and 
as  a  representative  of  the  splendid  G.  A.  R. 

For  the  welfare  of  the  high  school,  several  changes  were  made  in 
the  faculty.  After  careful  consideration  of  numerous  applications 
I  recommended  suitable  candidates  of  college  training  for  the  vacan- 
cies, and  believe  that  the  efficiency  and  the  harmony  of  the  high  school 
will  be  perceptibly  increased.  It  is  never  expedient  to  sacrifice  the 
efficiency  of  a  system  by  retaining  unwieldy  teachers.  The  schools 
have  been  established  and  are  maintained  for  the  benefit  of  the  chil- 
dren, and  their  welfare  must  always  govern  conscientious  school 
officials. 

The  school  directors  are  progressive  and  are  always  willing  to 
follow  any  suggestions  of  mine  which  have  for  their  purpose  the 
advancement  of  the  educational  interests  of  Hazle  township.  I  have 
only  words  of  commendation  for  the  excellent  spirit  that  they  manifest 
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along  every  line  of  activity  coming  within  their  jurisdiction  as  school 
officials. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  for  its  kindly  assistance  during  the  year. 


HOMESTEAD— Landis  Tanger. 


The  growing  and  mobile  population  of  Homestead  makes  for  con- 
stant changes  in  its  school  system.  Under  these  conditions  there  are 
a  number  of  children  who  do  not  advance  at  the  normal  rate  of 
progress  and  have  been  compelled  to  study  with  groups  of  children 
very  much  younger  than  themselves.  For  three  years  we  conducted 
two  special  schools  for  backward  children  and  last  year  we  tried  the 
experiment  of  a  school  of  opportunity  for  children  who  ore  retarded 
but  who  have  more  than  ordinary  ability.  These  schemes  were  help- 
ful in  that  they  gave  the  regular  grade  teacher  a  better  chance  to 
work  with  children  who  were  more  nearly  normal  in  their  develop- 
ment. But  it  did  not  relieve  the  over  age  condition  in  our  schools. 
During  the  coming  year  we  make  the  selection  for  the  special  school 
through  the  aid  of  a  clinic  which  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
teacher  of  the  school  of  opportunity.  We  shall  reduce  the  number 
of  special  schools  to  one  and  create  a  prevocational  school  composed 
of  all  chilren  over  thirteen  years  of  age  who  are  below  the  seventh 
grade.  This  policy  will  relieve  the  lower  grades  of  wrhat  has  hitherto 
been  a  drag  on  our  school  system  and  the  training  these  children 
shall  receive  will  be  more  vital. 

Vocational  Education. 
In  accordance  with  a  general  scheme  proposed  in  a  survey  con- 
ducted by  the  Bureau  of  Vocational  Education,  we  shall  establish 
during  the  coming  year,  vocational  courses  consisting  of  shop  work 
in  the  Schwab  Industrial  School  and  non-shop  work  in  the  high 
school. 

The  Six  and  Six  Plan. 
During  the  last  five  years  we  have  been  conducting  the  seventh 
and   eighth   grades   on   the  departmental   plan.     The   coming  year 
these  grades  will  be  under  the  direction  of  the  high  school  principal. 
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This  plan  will  enable  us  to  promote  children  by  subjects  and  to  remove 
some  of  the  barriers  between  the  grades  and  the  high  school.  At  the 
same  time  we  shall  incorporate  many  of  the  principles  involved  in 
vocational  guidance. 

Institutes  and  Teachers'  Meetings. 
The  sessions  of  our  institute  and  our  teachers'  meetings  were  or- 
ganized last  year  on  topics  that  were  vital  to  immediate  needs  in  our 
system.  In  the  general  sessions  and  in  group  conferences  we  took 
up  the  subject  of  standardization,  reorganization  of  secondary  educa- 
tion, civic  improvement  and  sanitation.  In  the  regular  grade  meet- 
ings we  studied  some  very  concrete  problems  in  the  practice  of 
teaching.  In  the  principals'  meetings  problems  of  school  adminis- 
tration were  studied,  and  in  ward  meetings  the  teachers  read  and 
reported  on  the  subjects — Memory,  Teaching  of  Reading  and  Disci- 
pline. 

Equipment. 
The  school  board  continues  the  policy  to  renovate,  paint  and  repair 
thoroughly  two  buildings  each  year.    The  board  is  generous  in  supply- 
ing text  books  and  equipment. 

Conclusion. 
The  problem  of  keeping  trained  teachers  makes  the  administration 
of  schools  difficult  and  causes  much  waste  effort.  The  sooner  the 
public  become  convinced  of  the  value  of  a  good  teacher  and  are  will- 
ing to  compensate  her  in  proportion  to  the  work  and  responsibility 
she  assumes,  the  better  will  be  our  schools.  In  general,  the  outlook 
is  hopeful  for  better  opportunities  for  the  boys  and  girls.  We  must 
never  lose  sight  of  the  service  the  public  school  can  render  the  State 
in  dispelling  illiteracy  and  raising  the  standard  of  general  intelli- 
gence and  morals. 


HUNTINGDON— W.   M.   Rife. 


Looking  back  over  the  school  year  just  closed,  we  have  grounds 
for  feeling  that  our  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  schools  have  not  been  in 
vain.  Our  reports  to  the  board  and  the  records  on  file  indicate  that 
our  schools  have  maintained  a  high  standard  of  efficiency  in  both 
scholarship  and  attendance. 

18 
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In  March  I  made  a  physical  or  health  survey  of  the  children  of 
the  grade  schools.  The  details  of  this  survey  were  given  to  the 
board  and  to  the  public.  Our  district  will  have  medical  inspection 
during  the  coming  year. 

My  retardation  survey  of  the  grade  schools  showed  20  per  cent, 
of  the  grade  children  above  normal  age.  By  this  is  meant  that  20 
per  cent,  of  the  pupils  of  our  schools  are  a  year  or  more  older  than 
the  normal  age  of  the  pupils  of  the  grade  in  which  they  are  classified 
For  example,  in  the  seventh  grade  there  were  22  pupils  14  years  of 
age  and  upward.  I  have  recommended  that  a  special  school  be  or- 
ganized to  which  aggravated  cases  of  retardation  may  be  assigned. 
A  school  of  this  sort  will  lengthen  the  school  life  of  many  chilren. 
We  have  a  boy  16  years  old  who  has  not  completed  the  sixth  grade. 
He  has  gone  to  work.  The  school  has  no  further  opportunity  to  help 
him.  Medical  inspection  and  a  special  school  might  have  added  two 
years  to  his  mental  advancement. 

Credit  for  private  study  in  piano  is  given  to  pupils  of  the  Hunting- 
don high  school.  These  credits  do  not  count  for  graduation.  They 
are  simply  a  part  of  the  record  of  work  done,  and  count  for  honors. 
Six  credits  were  awarded  the  past  year. 

The  annual  spelling  contest  held  in  April  showed  one  of  the  high 
spots  of  the  work  of  our  teachers  and  pupils.  Ninety  per  cent,  of 
the  pupils  whose  work  was  tested  made  a  grade  of  80  per  cent,  or 
higher. 

The  Parent-Teacher  Association  held  regular  meetings  during  the 
year.  These  metings  have  promoted  a  better  school  spirit  and  the 
association  has  sought  to  co-operate  with  the  board  in  what  it  has 
undertaken.  Two  playgrounds  under  supervision  stand  to  the  credit 
of  the  Parent-Teacher  Association. 

The  Civic  Club  conducted  two  classes  in  sewing  for  girls  of  the 
grade  schools  and  this  organization  has  assumed  the  direction  of 
the  school  gardens  for  the  summer. 

The  spirit  of  our  schools  is  good.  Our  high  school  has  grown  in 
numbers  and  increased  in  efficiency.  We  are  looking  for  new  and 
better  things  in  this  district  for  the  schools  and  they  will  come. 


JEANNETTE— E.  W.  Long. 


Our  schools  opened  last  September  with  an  increase  of  174  in  the 
total  enrollment  of  pupils  and  an  increase  of  two  in  the  total  number 
of  teachers  employed.    During  the  past  years  every  room  in   the 
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system  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity  and  it  was  only  by 
utilizing  rooms  that  had  not  been  intended  for  school  purposes  that 
relief  could  be  secured  from  the  congestion.  We  were  obliged  in  one 
case  to  resort  to  half-day  sessions.  Our  town  has  made  a  rapid 
growth  in  the  last  few  years  and  the  increase  in  population  is  greater 
than  the  increase  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  town,  making  it 
extremely  difficult  to  provide  adequate  facilities  without  greatly 
increasing  the  financial  burden  of  the  tax  payers. 

During  the  year  the  site  has  been  determined  upon  for  the  new 
high  school  building.  Plans  are  being  made  to  erect  such  a  building 
that  will  suitably  furnish  the  various  types  of  instruction  required 
for  modern  secondary  schools.  There  has  been  little  change  during 
the  year  in  the  course  of  study.  We  have  been  too  restricted  in  room 
to  attempt  the  administration  of  any  new  courses.  Our  literary 
societies  and  musical  organizations  showed  progress  throughout  the 
year.  The  high  school  orchestra  was  organized  and,  although  small, 
maintained  a  high  standard. 

The  night  school  which  was  organized  during  the  previous  year 
was  continued.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  industrial  conditions 
were  not  so  favorable  for  the  school  and  that  the  novelty  of  the 
idea  had  gone,  the  school  was  not  so  large  as  before.  Three  depart- 
ments were  maintained,  however;  one  for  the  foreign  population, 
one  for  the  pupils  desiring  business  training  and  one  for  those  desir- 
ing to  improve  their  knowledge  of  the  common  branches. 

Several  new  ideas  of  interest  were  added  during  the  year,  among 
which  were  Parent-Teacher's  Meetings  and  School  Gardening.  In 
accordance  with  the  new  child  labor  act,  we  opened  a  continuation 
school  the  seventh  of  February.  This  school  was  open  eight  hours 
each  day  and  five  days  each  week.  There  were  about  eighty  minors 
in  our  district  required  to  atteiid  this  school.  These  were  taken 
care  of  in  classes  of  twenty  each  during  four  days  of  the  week. 
During  the  remaining  day  our  teacher  was  at  the  service  of  an 
adjoining  district,  which  found  it  necessary  to  provide  for  a  class 
of  twenty  minors.  This  school  was  new  and  was  only  fairly  success- 
ful. With  the  suggestions  of  the  State  Inspector  in  mind,  we  expect 
progress  in  this  work  during  the  coming  year. 

The  schools  also  for  the  first  time  took  a  very  active  part  in  the 
sale  of  Bed  Cross  Seals  for  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis. 

Our  medical  inspection  was  carried  out  in  the  same  efficient  manner 
that  has  characterized  it  for  the  past  seven  years.  It  contains  all 
the  features  necessary  for  a  highly  efficient  medical  inspection,  secur- 
ing the  services  of  our  professional  men  free  of  charge  for  the  gen- 
eral welfare  of  the  town.  Being  gratuitous,  it  is  characterized  by 
that  same  high  quality  always  present  when  public  spirited  citizens 
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are  willing  to  give  up  their  time  for  the  common  good.  During  the 
past  year  we  followed  up  the  results  of  the  medical  inspection  and 
in  some  rooms  we  found  that  over  90%  of  the  defects  were  corrected. 
The  summary  of  the  inspection  for  the  year  is  as  follows: 

Number  of  pupils  examined,  1,860 

Poorly  nourished,  1% 

Not  vaccinated,  16% 

Enlarged  turbinates,   7% 

Enlarged  glands,    8|% 

Enlarged  tonsils,    21-|% 

Adenoids,    S|% 

Rhinitis, 6% 

Deviated  Septum,  2% 

Nasal  spur, 1^% 

Skin  disease, 4% 

Pediculi,    4% 

Defective  eyes,    12% 

Defective  ears, ' 5% 

Dental  defects,   40% 

In  spite  of  the  congestion  present  in  our  schools,  the  year  has 
been  a  very  progressive  one.  With  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers  we 
have  organized  a  definite  and  rather  elaborate  course  of  study  for 
the  first  six  grades,  which  we  hope  to  complete  for  the  remaining 
grades  during  the  next  year.  A  larger  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  are 
planning  to  attend  summer  school  at  the  various  universities  than  ever 
before.  The  teachers  of  each  grade  throughout  the  schools  meet 
regularly  at  least  once  each  month  to  discuss  problems  and  methods. 
These  grade  meetings  have  been  a  source  of  great  help  in  unifying 
the  work  of  the  schools  and  in  stimulating  progress. 

For  the  frequent  advice  and  courtesy  tendered  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction,  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  and  also  to  report 
that  the  general  progress  and  good  of  the  schools  has  been  due  in 
a  large  measure  to  the  loyal  support  and  co-operation  of  our  board 
of  directors. 
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JOHNSTOWN— J.   N.   Adee. 


Garfield  Junior  High  School. 

Last  year  a  junior  high  school  was  opened  in  the  new  Garfield 
Building  with  an  enrollment  during  the  year  of  433  pupils — 148 
in  the  seventh  grade,  127  in  the  eight,  and  158  in  the  ninth.  114 
took  academic  work,  178  industrial,  and  141  commercial.  The  elective 
subjects  beginning  with  the  seventh  grade  were  Latin,  German,  short- 
hand, typewriting,  sewing,  cooking,  freehand  and  mechanical  draw- 
ing. The  seventh  grade  pupils  did  excellent  work  in  all  the  above 
subjects  and  proved,  what  is  generally  accepted  as  k  fact,  that  sub- 
jects requiring  memory,  like  a  foreign  language  or  shorthand,  can 
be  advantageously  begun  when  the  pupil  is  young.  The  heads  of 
the  departments  in  the  high  school  sent  their  outlines  in  Latin,  etc. 
to  the  teachers  of  the  junior  high  school  each  month  and  in  a  general 
way  superintend  their  work. 

Architects  are  now  drawing  plans  for  another  junior  high  school 
building  that  will  accommodate  twelve  hundred  pupils. 

Continuation  School. 

During  the  half  year  that  the  continuation  school  was  in  session 
there  were  226  pupils  enrolled — 178  boys  and  48  girls.  Ninety  of 
these  pupils  became  sixteen  years  of  age  during  this  time  and  quit 
school,  so  that  it  leaves  136  to  come  back  in  September;  114  of  these 
are  boys  and  22  are  girls. 

I  presume  the  law  has  worked  a  temporary  hardship  on  some 
families  and  industries,  but,  on  the  whole,  it  has  been  well  received 
by  parents  and  employers  of  labor. 

Non-promotions. 
At  the  close  of  the  first  semester  there  were  1,021  non-promotions  or 
12.75%  of  the  entire  enrollment;  whereas,  at  the  close  of  the  second 
semester  there  were  302  non -promotions  or  4.1%  of  the  enrollment. 

Double  Promotions. 
During  the  year  909  pupils  made  double  promotions,  181  in  the  first 
semester  and  728  in  the  second  semester.    826  of  these  gained  one-half 
year  and  83  an  entire  year.     Thus,  about  12%  of  the  pupils  in  the 
elementary  schools  gained  from  one-half  to  one  year  of  school  time. 
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Trial  Promotions. 
At  the  middle  of  last  year  202  pupils  in  the  elementary  schools 
were  promoted  on  trial  and  132  or  65%  made  their  grade;  at  the 
close  of  last  year  189  were  promoted  on  trial  and  133  or  70%  were 
successful;  at  the  middle  of  this  year  184  were  promoted  on  trial 
and  130  or  70%  made  their  grade.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  such 
a  large  per  cent,  of  doubtful  pupils,  promoted  on  trial,  are  success- 
ful in  keeping  up  with  the  classes  to  which  they  are  promoted,  I 
think  we  are  fully  justified  in  holding  to  this  plan. 

Comparison  of  Enrollment. 
At  the  close  of  this  year  there  were  only  04  more  pupils  in  the 
first  four  grades  than  last  year,  whereas,  in  the  four  upper  grades 
there  were  199  more  than  last  year.    There  was  an  increase  of  274 
over  that  of  last  year  in  the  high  school. 

Opportunity  Booms. 
We  now  have  five  rooms  for  pupils  who  for  the  most  part  are  of 
subnormal  mental  capacity.  There  are  about  seventeen  pupils  to 
each  room.  Here  the  emphasis  is  placed  not  so  much  on  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic  as  upon  useful  hand  or  occupational  work, 
which  will  best  prepare  them  to  perform  such  simple  duties  as  they 
will  be  called  upon  to  perform  in  later  life. 

Boys  13  Years  Old  in  and  Above  the  Seventh  Grade. 
In  1913  the  Eussell  Sage  Foundation  made  an  investigation  as  to 
the  number  of  boys  13  years  of  age  in  and  above  the  seventh  grade 
of  the  elementary  schools.  Among  those  cities,  Johnstown  ranked 
in  the  62nd  place  and  had  only  33%  of  the  thirteen  old  boys  in  this 
class.  Today  we  have  58%,  or  nearly  double  the  number  of  boys 
in  the  seventh  and  eight  grades  that  we  had  only  four  years  ago, 
and  if  the  other  cities  have  not  changed  their  relative  rank,  we  would 
to-day  rank  eighth  among  those  .cities  rather  than  62nd. 

Tests  in  the  Fundamental  Subjects. 

During  November,  February  and  May,  the  grade  supervisors  gave 
tests  in  the  mechanics  of  arithmetic  in  grades  four  to  eight  inclusive; 
they  also  marked  all  papers.  Teachers  knew  that  these  tests  were 
coming,  and  there  was  a  fine  gain  in  May  in  all  grades  over  that  of 
each  of  the  other  months. 

According  to  Freeman's  standards  in  penmanship,  last  year  we 
were  below  the  standard  in  quality  in  all  grades,  but  in  May  of  this 
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year  we  were  above  the  standard  iu  all  grades  but  8A.  Last  year  we 
were  up  to  the  standard  in  speed  in  only  4B,  4  A  and  5B  grades,  but 
this  year  we  were  above  the  standard  in  all  grades  but  8B. 

We  also  gave  the  "Cleveland  Survey"  reading  test  in  grades  three 
to  eight  inclusive.  We  were  a  trifle  below  Cleveland  in  both  speed 
and  ability  to  reproduce  thought. 

In  the  ten  and  twenty  word  spelling  test  given  in  so  many  schools 
throughout  the  country,  we  are  neither  high  nor  low — a  little  beyond 
the  average  of  "84  American  Cities."  Details  of  the  above  tests  are 
incorporated  in  my  printed  annual  report. 

Drawing  Exhibit  at  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  Wins  a  Prize. 

I  am  very  much  pleased  to  annunce  that  the  drawing  exhibit  which 
we  sent  to  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  was  awarded  a  bronze 
medal.  We  were  among  thirteen  public  schools  of  the  United  States 
to  receive  this  honor  and  it  reflects  great  credit  on  our  drawing  super- 
visor, teachers,  and  pupils. 

The  exhibit  consisted  of  color  tests,  color  recognition,  color  value, 
and  harmony  in  combinations,  illustrated  by  examples  of  work  from 
pupils. 

Civic  Problems. 
Each  year  a  civic  problem  is  taken  up  in  all  our  grades.  Last 
year  it  was  "Beautifying  Johnstown";  this  year  it  was  "How  to 
Keep  Well."  It  was  developed  during  the  language  periods  and 
involved  personal  hygiene,  physical  training  in  the  schools,  the  duties 
of  the  board  of  health,  fresh  air,  sanitation  in  the  school  buildings, 
the  city,  and  homes,  etc.  I  had  every  pupil  from  the  fourth  to  the 
eighth  grade  inclusive  hand  in  an  essay  on  the  subject  at  the  close 
of  the  school  year.  In  this  way  and  through  a  study  in  each  grade  of 
the  industries,  civic,  social,  and  educational  institutions  of  Johnstown, 
we  are  trying  to  give  our  pupils  some  conceptions  of  the  duties  of  a 
citizen  and  the  big  task  it  is  to  efficiently  manage  a  city. 


JUNIATA— M.  B.  Wineland. 


The  term  of  1915  and  1916  in  the  Juniata  schools  closed  with  the 
high  school  commencement  exercises  on  Thursday  evening,  June  1, 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  The  commencement  address 
for  the  occasion  was  made  by  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  of  Juniata  College. 
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The  graduating  class  numbered  30,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the 
school.  Out  of  a  total  enrollment  of  1,902  pupils  in  the  Juniata 
schools  last  term,  224  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school.  The  high 
school  has  been  increasing  in  numbers  steadily  each  year,  but  until 
such  time  when  we  shall  be  able  to  give  additional  courses,  such  as 
manual  training  and  domestic  science,  I  fear  that  many  students  will 
continue  to  drop  out  of  school  at  the  end  of  their  grammar  school 
course.  The  need  of  a  high  school  building  in  our  district  is  very 
evident. 

Our  teaching  force  last  year  numbered  forty-four.  Three  were 
college  graduates,  thirteen  held  State  normal  diplomas,  two  State 
normal  certificates,  eight  State  permanent  certificates,  twelve  pro- 
fessional certificates,  and  six  provisional  certificates.  A  majority 
of  the  teachers  eagerly  availed  themselves  of  every  opportunity  for 
professional  growth.  In  several  buildings  teachers'  meetings  were 
held  weekly  for  the  entire  term  at  which  matters  pertinent  to  the 
success  of  the  schools  were  discussed.  In  others  reading  circles  were 
formed  where  the  subject  of  "Child  Study"  and  "Management"  were 
the  principal  themes.  Every  teacher  in  the  district  joined  the  State 
Teachers'  Association  and  received  a  copy  of  the  proceedings. 

Evening  School. 
One  of  the  interesting  events  of  the  year  was  the  evening  session  of 
school  which  was  held  early  in  May.  Patrons  visit  our  schools  fre- 
quently but  for  the  most  part  these  visits  are  made  when  some  special 
program  is  to  be  given.  In  order  to  have  patrons  see  regular  class 
work,  a  special  invitation  was  given  them  to  attend  the  evening 
session.  Many  patrons,  especially  fathers,  who,  because  of  their 
business  or  occupation  could  not  visit  the  schools  during  the  day 
sessions,  were  present  and  visited  the  rooms  where  their  children 
attend  school.  The  schools  were  in  session  from  7:30  to  8:45  p.  in., 
and  in  that  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes  more  than  one  thousand 
patrons  and  citizens  visited  the  schools.  At  the  close  of  the  session 
teachers  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  become  acquainted 
with  patrons.  Teachers  were  heartily  in  sympathy  with  the  move- 
ment and  expressed  themselves  as  being  well  pleased  with  the  results. 
Almost  97%  of  the  pupils  were  present. 

Elson  Art  Exhibit. 
Forseeing  the  possibilities  and  advantages  of  school  room  decora- 
tion, the  principals  and  teachers  of  the  various  schools  entered  on  a 
systematic  campaign  to  beautify  the- school  environment.  This  cam- 
paign was  built  around  the  Elson  Art  Exhibition  which  was  loaned 
for  one  week  at  no  expense  except  the  cost  of  transportation.  By 
offering  two  handsome  pictures  as  prizes  to  the  two  grades  selling 
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the  most  tickets  of  admission  in  advance,  and  by  a  preliminary  study 
of  pictures  in  all  grades,  the  enthusiasm  of  the  children  was  kindled. 
Besides  the  educational  value  to  the  children  and  patrons  of  the 
district,  the  schools  cleared  above  all  expense  approximately  |350. 
At  least  two  good  pictures  will  be  placed  in  each  of  our  forty  school 
rooms  when  school  opens  in  September. 

Numerous  grade  meetings,  monthly  local  teachers'  institutes  and 
conferences  were  among  the  movements  which  stimulated  a  keener 
interest  in  the  problems  of  education  on  the  part  of  the  teachers, 
parents  and  citizens  of  the  town. 

Teachers,  pupils  and  parents  worked  together  during  the  term 
to  the  mutual  advantage  of  all.  Interest  in  the  schools  on  the  part 
of  patrons  is  increasing  each  year.  A  helpful  attitude  toward  edu- 
cation on  the  part  of  the  citizens  increases  the  efficiency  of  the 
schools  and  extends  the  field  of  usefulness. 

Many  thanks  are  due  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
the  State  Board  of  Education,  the  local  Board  of  Education  and 
patrons  for  their  interest  and  co-operation,  without  which  it  is  im- 
possible to  successfully  manage  a  system  of  schools. 


KITTANNING— F.  W.  Goodwin. 


The  school  year  opened  Monday,  August  30th,  and  closed  Thurs- 
day May  25th,  191G.  The  attendance  was  the  best  in  the  history  of 
the  school,  so  far  as  the  accessible  records  show.  In  short,  the 
year's  work  has  been  decidedly  satisfactory  to  the  management  of 
the  school. 

A  modified  form  of  the  Step  System  has  been  in  use  in  our  grades 
for  the  past  nine  years.  The  regular  system  will  hereafter  be  used 
throughout  the  grades  and  the  high  school. 

The  Agricultural  Department  which  was  organized  late  in  the 
summer,  has  shown  by  the  general  interest  of  those  taking  this  work 
and  also  by  the  general  community,  that  this  will  be  not  only  a 
popular  course  but  will  meet  a  real  requirement  of  this  community. 

The  Home  Making  Department  which  is  being  organized  under  the 
directions  of  the  State  Department  will,  we  have  no  doubt,  be  equally 
valuable  to  our  pupils.  The  attitude  of  the  State  Department  in 
its  endeavors  to  make  these  departments  of  the  utmost  practical  value 
to  the  largest  number  is  certainly  commendable. 
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The  work  in  athletics  has  been  a  source  of  a  great  deal  of  satisfac- 
tion. The  Principal  of  the  High  School  has  kept  in  close  touch  with 
this  work  and  thus  aided  very  materially  in  making  it  a  means  to  an 
end  in  itself.  This  work  has  been  so  organized  as  to  give  every 
pupil,  physically  able,  an  opportunity;  thus  preventing  the  spending 
of  all  the  time  and  effort  with  the  so-called  "First  Team." 

The  school  day  has  been  somewhat  increased  to  give  the  pupils  a 
greater  opportunity  to  do  more  studying  under  the  direct  super- 
vision of  the  teacher.  While  it  is  impossible  to  do  all  the  work  of 
preparation  in  the  class  room,  yet  there  is  great  danger  of  giving 
too  much  work  to  be  done  at  home.  The  conditions  in  the  great 
majority  of  homes  is  such  that  the  child  will  not  only  do  his  work 
very  imperfectly  but  will  also  form  bad  habits  of  studying.  The 
teaching  of  the  child  how  to  study  is  the  school's  problem  and  should 
never  be  forced  on  the  home. 


LANCASTER— H.  B.  Work. 


The  total  enrollment  of  pupils  in  the  public  day  schools  of  the  city 
for  the  year  was  7,092.  Of  this  number  815  were  enrolled  in  the  high 
schools,  7  in  the  oral  school,  and  27  in  the  special  school  for  backward 
children. 

The  average  monthly  enrollment  was  6,563,  and  the  average  daily 
attendance  5,809.  This  average  attendance  is  lower  than  usual  and  is 
due  to  an  unusual  amount  of  sickness  throughout  the  year.  In  April 
the  first  three  grades  were  closed  entirely  because  of  an  epidemic  of 
measles,  and  remained  closed  for  four  weeks.  These  conditions  in  a 
large  measure  offset  the  efforts  which  we  were  making  to  improve 
our  record  in  regular  and  punctual  attendance.  In  a  term  of  200 
days  the  average  attendance  per  pupil  enrolled  was  159.4  days. 

Tardiness  was  materially  reduced  but  is  yet  much  too  high  for  the 
number  of  pupils  in  the  schools.  In  both  punctuality  and  regularity 
of  attendance  marked  improvement  is  seen,  and  renewed  efforts  by 
teachers  will  secure  continually  better  results.  Many  failures  to 
progress  through  the  grades  in  average  time  are  due  to  the  lack  of 
regular  school  attendance. 

Teachers'  Institutes  were  held  on  five  different  dates.  The  chief 
feature  of  the  institutes  was  the  course  of  ten  lectures  on  "American 
History  since  the  Civil  War,"  given  by  Dr.  H.  M.  J.  Klein,  of  Franklin 
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and  Marshall  College.  The  period  included  in  this  course  is  one  of 
great  complexity,  and  particularly  difficult  to  teach.  Dr.  Klein's 
presentation  was  clear  and  interesting  and  teachers  followed  the 
work  with  close  attention.  Other  speakers  were:  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Dr. 
T.  C.  Blaisdell,  Dr.  Calvin  N.  Kendall,  Dr.  J.  Geo.  Becht,  Dr.  C.  H. 
Gordinier,  Miss  Lillian  Johnson,  and  Dr.  Francis  Maxfield. 

In  December,  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  special  school 
for  backward  children,  Dr.  Maxfield  of  the  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, made  a  clinical  test  of  the  pupils  enrolled.  The  entire  day  was 
spent  in  testing  and  examining  these  pupils.  As  a  result  of  his  sug- 
gestions certain  modifications  were  made  in  the  work  attempted, 
more  emphasis  being  placed  on  hand  training  and  habit  forming,  and 
rather  less  effort  being  given  to  mastering  books. 

For  three  years  this  school  district  has  maintained  a  school  for 
deaf  children.  Seven  pupils  were  enrolled  of  whom  four  were  totally 
deaf.  These  have  all  made  good  progress  and  can  now  speak  intelli- 
gibly. The  three  other  children  enrolled  were  troubled  with  very 
marked  speech  defects.  These  had  improved  to  such  an  extent  by 
the  end  of  the  year  that  they  could  be  returned  to  regular  grade 
work.  In  addition  to  these,  a  number  of  pupils  with  less  marked 
difficulties  of  speech  received  training  for  an  hour  or  two  per  week. 
This  is  one  of  the  few  public  oral  schools  maintained  in  the  State 
and  I  feel  that  the  work  done  is  very  successful. 

A  great  deal  of  interest  has  been  shown  in  the  matter  of  orchestral 
music.  For  almost  25  years,  the  Lancaster  School  Board  has  em- 
ployed an  instructor  in  instrumental  music.  This  instruction  was  given 
only  to  pupils  in  the  high  schools.  During  the  past  year,  however,  the 
opportunity  was  extended  to  pupils  in  the  grade  schools.  More  than 
ninety  pupils  enrolled  from  the  grade  schools  in  addition  to  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  pupils  in  the  high  schools.  A  number  of  elementary 
schools  have  formed  small  orchestras. 

Mention  should  be  made  also  of  the  organization,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  our  attendance  officer,  of  a  boys'  flag,  bugle  and  drum  corps. 
Each  elementary  school  in  the  city  is  furnished  with  a  flag,  a  bugle 
and  a  drum,  and  a  boy  is  chosen  for  each.  Together  they  make 
a  corps  of  60  boys.  On  a  number  of  occasions,  and  especially  on 
patriotic  occasions,  this  corps  marched  in  public  parade.  Positions  in 
the  corps  are  much  desired,  and  it  has  been  made  a  means  of  aiding 
discipline  in  a  number  of  cases. 

Continuation  schools  were  opened  in  April  and  sessions  maintained 
for  ten  weeks.  There  were  four  centers  of  instruction,  three  of  them 
in  public  school  quarters  and  one  in  a  manufacturing  establishment. 
The  latter  was  in  the  mill  of  the  Stehli  Silk  Corporation.  Their  em- 
ployes, numbering  between  50  and  60,  were  divided  into  two  groups 
and  each   group  received  two  half  days  instruction  per  week.     A 
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portion  of  the  large  dining  hall  was  set  apart  for  the  school  room. 
It  was  a  light,  airy,  cheerful  room,  and  removed  from  the  jar  and  noise 
of  the  mill  proper. 

All  other  pupils  were  gathered  into  the  public  school  centers. 
Two  programs  were  offered,  one  for  those  employers  who  wished  their 
employes  to  have  their  school  work  in  a  single  day's  session,  and  the 
other  for  those  who  preferred  two  half  days  sessions.  About  two- 
thirds  chose  the  one  day  per  week  program.  In  all  the  enrollment 
reached  about  490. 

The  courses  of  study  for  the  high  schools  were  revised  during  the 
year.  While  the  number  of  subjects  was  not  materially  changed  a 
larger  privilege  of  electing  subjects  is  now  offered. 

Bonds  were  sold  and  the  contract  let  for  erecting  a  new  building 
for  the  Boys'  High  School.  When  this  is  completed  it  will  afford 
opportunities  for  adding  courses  in  vocational  instruction  hitherto 
impossible  because  of  lack  of  accommodation.  While  the  new  building 
is  being  erected,  both  high  schools  are  using  the  Stevens  High  School 
building — the  boys  occupying  it  from  8  a.  m.  to  12:15  p.  m. ;  and 
the  girls  from  1  p.  m.  to  5:15  p.  m. 

On  June  23d  a  class  of  115,  of  whom  44  were  boys  and  71  girls, 
was  graduated  from  the  high  schools.  This  is  so  far  the  largest  class 
ever  graduated. 


LANSFORD  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS— E.  E.  Kuntz. 


Commencement  exercises  on  June  14th  closed  another  school  year 
of  varied  activities.  A  class  of  19  was  graduated.  Most  of  these 
graduates  will  continue  their  education  at  normal  schools  and  col- 
leges. 

On  the  evening  of  June  9th,  a  school  entertainment  was  given 
consisting  of  folk  dancing,  Shakespearean  sketches  and  other  forms 
of  entertainment.  On  the  afternoon  of  June  14th  our  annual  Field 
Day  exercises  were  held.  This  feature  of  our  closing  has  become  an 
interesting  and  popular  one  as  demonstrated  by  the  5,000  patrons  who 
attended  the  exercises. 

The  school  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,282.  The  enrollment  in 
the  two  parochial  schools  was  about  550.  Our  new  high  school  build- 
ing which  was  started  in  September,  1915,  will  be  partly  completed 
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for  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  school  year.  The  building  will  cost 
about  $175,000.00  and  will  be  complete  in  every  detail.  It  will 
be  equipped  for  manual  training,  physical  training,  kindergarten 
and  domestic  science.  Manual  training  and  sewing  have  been  taught 
for  the  past  four  years.  Music,  physical  training,  cooking  will  be 
added  this  year.  In  addition  to  a  high  school  library,  a  public 
library  will  be  provided  for  in  the  new  building.  We  expect  this  to 
be  a  means  of  drawing  patrons  closer  to  the  schools. 

During  the  past  school  yeart  the  Parent-Teachers'  Association  held 
some  very  interesting  and  beneficial  meetings.  These  meetings  have 
been  helpful  largely  because  of  the  active  part  taken  by  the  teachers. 
As  soon  as  the  public  becomes  more  accustomed  to  the  duties  of  the 
association,  we  may  expect  even  greater  benefits.  Due  to  one  building 
having  been  torn  down  to  make  way  for  another,  it  was  necessary 
to  use  a  number  of  rooms  to  accommodate  two  schools  in  each  room. 
These  schools  were  arranged  in  groups  1  and  2.  Group  one  used  the 
room  from  8:00  to  10:30  A.  M.  and  from  12:30  to  2:30  P.  M.  group 
two  used  the  same  room  from  10:00A.  M.  to  12:00  M.  and  from  2:00 
to  1:30  P.  M.  The  teachers  of  group  one  were  on  duty  from  8:00 
to  11:00  A.  M.  and  from  12:30  to  2:30  P.  M.;  teachers  of  group  two 
from  9:30  A.  M.  to  12  M.  and  from  2:00  to  1:30  P.  M. 

This  gave  the  pupils  four  and  one-half  hours  of  school  work  and 
the  teacher  five  hours.  Once  each  session  the  two  groups  were  together 
for  one-half  hour,  when  group  work  was  to  be  done.  Teachers  of  one 
group  helped  the  teachers  of  the  other  groups  in  each  room  for  one- 
half  hour  during  the  forenoon  session.  By  this  arrangement  only 
a  small  percentage  of  the  required  amount  of  work  was  lost  due  to 
the  crowded  conditions. 

Under  the  conditions,  the  work  of  the  year  was  satisfactory.  All 
courtesies  received  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  are 
appreciated. 


LATROBE— R,  M.  Steele. 


The  year  1915-1916  was  attended  with  notable  progress  along  all 
lines.  Both  grades  and  high  school  showed  an  increased  attendance. 
Teachers  took  a  more  personal  interest  in  the  social  welfare  of  the 
children  and  a  decrease  in  epidemics  and  contagious  diseases  re- 
sulted.   Improvement  was  made  in  the  amount  and  character  of  the 
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work  done  by  pupils  in  grades  and  high  school.  A  splendid  spirit 
of  co-operation  and  helpfulness  existed  throughout  the  schools,  the 
Board  of  Education,  patrons,  teachers,  and  pupils  working  together 
to  make  school  work  more  worth  while. 

In  teaching,  particular  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  the  formation 
of  regular  habits  of  work  and  study.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to 
eliminate  "dead  wood"  from  the  course  of  study  and  to  put  time  and 
effort  on  essentials  and  subject  matter  that  would  tend  to  promote 
social  efficiency. 

Most  noticeable  advance  was  made  in  high  school  activities  aside 
from  school  room  instruction.  Girls'  and  Boys'  Glee  Clubs,  Mandolin 
Club,  Orchestra,  High  School  Magazine  and  Athletic  Association 
furnished  means  of  self  expression  and  held  the  interest  and  atten- 
tion of  pupils  and  promoted  a  more  healthy  spirit  in  the  student 
body.  The  different  classes  and  organizations  in  the  high  school 
were  encouraged  to  entertain  other  classes  and  organizations.  En- 
tertainments, banquets  and  socials  were  given  by  pupils  in  which 
many  clever  and  unique  forms  of  entertainment  were  used.  Con- 
siderable attention  was  devoted  to  the  junior  and  senior  classes  of 
the  high  school  to  furnish  an  opportunity  for  a  survey  of  different 
vocations  and  to  assist  in  selection  of  life  work. 

Equipment  was  bought  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  Bureau  of 
Vocational  Education  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  a 
four  years'  course  in  household  arts  was  added  to  the  high  school 
curriculum.  Physical  training  classes  for  boys  and  girls  proved  their 
value  in  better  health  and  better  carriage.  In  addition  to  the  phy- 
sical training  work  for  boys,  the  elements  of  military  instruction 
were  given.  A  gymnasium  exhibition  was  held  and  an  historical 
pageant  descriptive  of  the  early  colonial  life  in  Westmoreland 
county  was  held  by  the  high  school  boys  and  girls  at  the  annual 
alumni  reunion  at  Idlewild. 

Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  A.  R.  Shaw,  supervisor  of  music,  violin 
classes  for  beginners  were  formed  in  each  of  the  ward  schools. 
About  seventy-five  beginners  took  advantage  of  these  classes  and 
at  the  close  of  the  year  gave  a  concert  in  the  high  school  auditorium. 
Several  "community  concerts"  were  held  throughout  the  winter  un- 
der Mr.  Shaw's  direction  in  which  the  old  and  familiar  songs  were 
used. 

The  success  of  the  year's  work  is  due  to  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  our  Board  of  Directors  and  the  teachers,  and  also  to  the  courtesy 
and  helpfulness  of  all  members  of  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction. 
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LEBANON— E.  M.  Balsbaugh. 


The  work  of  the  schools  during  the  term  has  been  very  satis- 
factory. Better  results  were  obtained  in  most  of  the  fields  of  en- 
deavor than  ever  before,  due  to  the  increased  professional  spirit,  the 
earnest,  conscientious  labor  and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  teach- 
ing staff. 

Among  the  schools'  social  activities  the  Parent-Teachers'  Associa- 
tion retained  its  position  as  one  of  the  best  adjuncts  to  the  school 
system.  At  intervals  during  the  winter  months  free  public  lectures 
were  provided  by  the  Board  of  School  Directors.  These  were  largely 
attended  and  greatly  appreciated  by  the  public.  During  the  week 
of  January  24-28  we  observed  a  go-to-school  week.  An  evening  ses- 
sion of  the  high  and  ninth  grade  schools  was  held  to  afford  an  op- 
portunity for  school  visitation  to  those  patrons  who  were  unable 
to  visit  during  the  day  time.  The  number  of  visitors  for  the  week 
was  1,728.  Other  social  functions  of  the  school  year  were  the  Christ- 
mas programs  and  the  various  concerts  and  debates.  The  reorgani- 
zation of  a  high  school  orchestra  and  the  organization  of  one  com- 
posed entirely  of  graded  school  children  were  commendable  features 
of  the  year's  activities.  But  the  climax  in  this  line  was  the  first 
annual  May  Day  Fete,  which  was  held  May  19,  on  the  Lebanon  Val- 
ley Fair  Grounds.  In  addition  to  the  entire  school  population  of 
the  city  there  were  fully  three  thousand  parents  and  friends  of  the 
school  children  in  attendance.  Athletic  contests,  may  pole  dances 
and  folk  dances  and  songs  constituted  the  program  of  events. 

The  experiment  of  a  ten  month  school  term,  covering  a  school 
calendar  beginning  August  29  and  ending  June  16,  has  proved  very 
satisfactory.  Another  satisfactory  innovation  was  the  introduction 
of  courses  in  manual  training  and  domestic  science  for  the  sixth 
grade  pupils. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  term  was  3,405,  which  is  146  more 
than  last  year.  The  average  daily  attendance  in  all  the  grades  was 
2.814.  The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  ten  months  was  93. 
The  high  school  enrollment  was  538.  Eighty -nine  were  graduated 
from  the  high  school.  There  have  been  promoted  from  the  grammar 
schools  to  the  high  school  approximately  135  pupils. 

Of,  the  new  features  added  during  the  past  year,  none  attracted 
more  attention  than  the  evening  school,  the  sessions  of  which 
lasted  from  October  4,  1915,  to  March  31,  1916,  three  evenings  per 
week.    The  total  number  enrolled  was  435.    Courses  were  offered  in 
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the  following  departments:  domestic  science,  commercial,  manual 
training,  drawing,  both  mechanical  and  free  hand,  common  school 
branches,  shop  arithmetic,  French,  German,  Spanish,  English  and 
chemistry. 

Complying  with  the  new  minor  employment  act  we  provided  for 
a  continuation  school  which  was  opened  the  beginning  of  the  new 
year.  We  have  had  enrolled  in  this  school  during  the  six  months 
of  its  operation  an  average  of  255  students  each  week.  There  were 
over  three  hundred  names  on  the  roll  but  as  the  minors  attained  the 
age  of  16  they,  of  course,  withdrew  from  the  school.  The  percentage 
of  attendance  during  the  six  months  was  95£.  The  work  was  largely 
of  an  academic  nature  as  many  of  the  children  were  unprepared  to 
take  up  that  recommended  by  the  State  along  industrial  lines. 

The  work  of  the  attendance  officer  during  this  year  has  proved 
more  satisfactory  than  ever  before.  The  work  of  the  medical  in- 
spector has  been  earnest  and  co-operative  with  the  teachers  and 
the  administration.  He  has  given  more  of  his  time  during  this 
school  term  than  was  heretofore  devoted  to  the  work. 

Chief  among  the  physical  improvements  is  the  new  high  school. 
This  building  operation  ought  to  be  farther  advanced  than  it  is, 
but  much  of  the  retardation  was  caused  by  physical  conditions  that 
could  not  be  surmounted.  At  this  writing  the  foundations  are  com 
pleted. 

Among  improvements  which  we  hope  to  see  accomplished  soon  are: 

(a)  A  special  school  for  defective  children,  this  to  include  both 
the  physically  and  mentally  defective. 

(b)  The  enployment  of  a  school  nurse  to  supplement  the  work  of 
the  medical  inspector  and  the  truant  officer. 

(c)  The  creation  of  a  department  of  physical  instruction  and  the 
appointment  of  a  physical  director  to  enlarge  upon  the  work  under- 
taken during  the  past  term,  the  value  of  which  was  so  satisfactorily 
demonstrated  at  the  May  Day  Fete. 

With  a  deep  sense  of  appreciation  to  the  State  Superintendent 
and  the  members  of  the  State  Department,  all  of  whom  have  so  will- 
ingly given  their  advice  and  assistance  in  the  strenuous  duties  per- 
taining to  the  administration  of  the  school  affairs  of  this  district  and 
with  the  hope  of  a  continued  uDited  support  of  all  these  same  in- 
terests, this  annual  statement  of  the  progress  and  conditions  exist- 
ing in  our  city  public  schools  is  respectfully  submitted. 
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LEWISTOWN— T.  Latimer  Brooks. 


Our  school  work  during  the  past  year  has  been  very  pleasant 
and  profitable.  The  total  enrollment  was  the  highest  of  any  of 
the  past  six  years  as  was  also  the  average  daily  attendance.  The 
percentage  of  attendance  was  not  the  highest  but  was  very  good. 
Frequent  reviews  and  tests  covering  the  minimum  requirements  of 
the  work  conducted  under  the  personal  direction  of  the  superintend- 
ent indicated  in  the  results  obtained  that  the  class  room  work  was 
thoroughly  done.  At  the  close  of  the  term,  93%  of  our  last  month's 
enrollment  of  pupils  were  promoted  and  37  pupils  were  graduated 
from  the  high  school.  When  we  consider  the  several  handicaps 
under  which  we  labored  due  to  overcrowded  conditions  in  the  upper 
grades,  having  been  compelled  to  use  two  hallways,  two  cloak  rooms 
and  a  store  room  for  recitation  rooms;  a  protracted  epidemic  of 
measles  in  the  lower  grades,  and  the  serious  illness  of  three  teachers 
during  the  term,  we  feel  that  the  results  of  the  year's  work  have 
been  very  creditable.  We  were  very  fortunate  in  having  two  women 
with  previous  successful  experience  in  teaching  to  serve  as  substi- 
tute teachers.  Teachers  and  pupils,  generally  Avorked  earnestly  and 
an  excellent  spirit  was  manifest  throughout.  All  teachers  who  were 
applicants  were  re-elected  and  a  substantial  increase  of  salary  was 
awarded  them. 

Outside  the  school  rooms,  school  conditions  have  not  been  alto- 
gether pleasant  or  desirable,  especially  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year.  As  was  anticipated,  the  authorization  of  the  $100,000  loan  for 
the  building  and  equipping  of  a  new  high  school  building  which  had 
been  defeated  in  1914  was  carried  in  November,  1915,  by  a  12  to  7 
ratio.  Two  former  members  of  the  school  board  were  re-elected  with 
good  majorities.  The  board  selected  a  six-acre  plot  about  five  blocks 
from  the  center  of  town  for  a  site  for  the  new  building.  Then,  a 
bitter  and  prolonged  controversy  arose  between  a  majority  of  the 
people  and  a  majority  of  the  board  over  this  selection  that  lead 
into  many  unpleasant  conditions  and  delays.  To  add  to  the  further 
embarrassment  of  the  board  the  rise  in  building  materials  and  labor 
brought  about  such  a  decided  increase  in  cost  that  the  contracts  for 
the  building  alone  have  passed  .the  |1 20,000  mark.  The  contractors 
have  finally  begun  work  on  the  site  originally  selected  and  we  en- 
tertain an  earnest  though  somewhat  dubious  hope  that  it  will  be 
ready  for  occupancy  by  September,  1917. 

All  of  our  teachers  are  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Edu- 
cational Association  and  of  the  Mifflin  County  Teachers'  Association. 
19 
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Several,  this  number  is  not  so  large  as  is  desirable,  are  pursuing 
courses  at  summer  schools  and  colleges.  We  used  Hoorehouse's 
School  Discipline  with  reports  from  related  works  as  the  basis  of 
study  at  our  general  teachers'  meetings  held  once  each  school  month. 
Each  teacher  was  required  to  secure  and  read  two  other  books  on 
pedagogy,  one  of  which  pertained  to  a  branch  that  they  were  teach- 
ing, or  to  subscribe  for  the  magazine  of  the  National  Geographic  So- 
ciety. A  majority  of  our  grade  teachers,  realizing  that  unsupervised 
play  generally  means  organized  rowdyism  on  a  crowded  school  yard 
and  that  they  themselves  needed  some  help,  purchased  Miss  Ban- 
croft's book  on  plays  and  games  and  a  generally  earnest  and  success- 
ful effort  was  made  toward  the  improvement  of  pupils'  efforts  at 
playtime. 

An  attempt  was  made  during  the  term  to  discover  -and  correct 
some  of  the  most  common  errors  that  appear  in  the  spoken  and  writ- 
ten language  of  the  pupils.  Three  lists  of  30  sentences  each  selected 
from  the  conversation  of  the  pupils  and  from  other  sources  which 
would  require  the  use  of  expressions  frequently  crippled  in  ordinary 
use  were  compiled.  The  spaces  where  the  desired  expressions  would 
appear  were  left  blank  and  the  pupils  were  asked  to  complete  the 
sentences.  The  papers  were  corrected  and  returned  to  the  pupils. 
After  a  lapse  of  ten  weeks  the  call  for  the  same  expressions  in  dif- 
ferent sentences  was  presented  to  the  pupils  and  a  decided  improve- 
ment in  the  percentages  made  was  apparent.  These  tests  were  con- 
ducted from  the  fourth  grade  up  through  the  high  school.  The  bene- 
fits from  the  work  were  apparent  not  only  in  the  improvement  in  the 
subsequent  written  work  but  also  in  the  interest  shown  by  the  pupils 
in  correcting  their  own  errors  in  conversation  and  in  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  errors  of  their  fellows  in  and  out  of  the  school  room. 
On  several  trips  that  I  made  with  the  football  team  it  was  amus- 
ing as  well  as  encouraging  to  hear  them  chaffing  one  another  over 
errors  made  in  their  hilarious  conversation.  Correct  or  incorrect 
speaking  is  the  result,  largely,  of  habit.  To  cure  a  habit  it  is  neces- 
sary always  to  be  on  guard  against  violations.  T  am  sure  that  these 
exercises  sharpened  attention  and  also  improved  discernment. 

Our  pupils  were  tested  twice  during  the  year  on  words  from  the 
Ayers  spelling  list.  So  far  as  possible,  we  avoided  giving  the  same 
words  to  the  pupils  in  both  tests.  The  textbook  that  we  use  is  not 
strong  in  the  proportion  of  Ayers  words  that  appear  in  its  list 
of  words.  None  of  our  teachers  had  so  far  as  we  know  had  access 
to  the  list  and  the  words  as  test  words  were  as  new  as  possible  to 
the  pupils.  The  tests  were  given  by  the  superintendent  in  person 
and  the  words  were  corrected  in  the  office.  In  the  first  test,  given 
during  the  fifth  month,  our  pupils  made  averages  by  grades  ranging 
from  7%  below  to  4%   above  the  Ayers  standard.     In  the  second 
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test,  given  during  the  eighth  month,  the  averages  ranged  from  2% 
below  to  S%  above  the  Ayers  standard.  Two  other  tests  in  spelling 
were  given  during  the  term  which  I  believe  did  a  great  deal  towards 
improving  the  teaching  of  spelling  and  perhaps  had  some  influence 
on  other  subjects.  During  the  fourth  month,  50  words  were  selected 
from  the  work  covered  during  the  first  three  months  by  each  grade 
and  given  to  each  grade  and  likewise  during  the  seventh  month  a 
list  from  the  preceding  three  months'  work  was  presented.  These 
words  were  corrected  in  the  office  and  an  annotation  returned  to 
each  teacher  showing  among  other  items  the  number  of  pupils  in 
each  grade  and  in  each  school  that  had  missed  the  different  words 
of  the  list.  In  one  list  given  to  180  pupils  "journey"  was  missed  by 
63  pupils,  "describe"  by  56,  "mayor"  by  41,  "accident"  by  40,  and 
"kidnap"  b}r  only  6  pupils.  Some  of  us  may  know  of  "kidnap"  as  an 
old  friend  at  spelling  bees  and  this  familiarity  with  the  word,  no 
doubt,  more  than  the  necessity  for  ever  having  to  use  the  word 
was  the  incentive  that  prompted  its  being  so  well  taught  while  other 
more  important  words  were,  apparently,  neglected.  After  these  two 
testsi  had  been  worked  out  in  this  manner,  our  teachers  began  to  ap- 
preciate more  clearly  the  principle  of  relative  values  and  the  im- 
portance of  more  care  in  the  selecting  of  the  essentials  in  teaching, 
not  only  spelling,  but  other  subjects.  At  the  annual  county  spell- 
ing contest  held  at  institute  time  when  a  stranger  to  the  community 
pronounces  a  list  of  100  words  selected  from  current  newspapers 
and  magazines  to  the  pupils,  Lewis-town  pupils  took  8  out  of  11 
honors  awarded  this  year  and  9  out  of  13  last  year  and  a  majority 
the  preceding  year.  This  makes  it  evident  that  the  town  pupil  may 
outspell  the  country  pupil  if  he  is  taught  or  in  some  other  way 
learns  how  to  spell. 

We  have  always  tried  to  secure  accuracy  and  aptitude  in  the 
fundamental  operations  in  arithmetic  This  year  a  test  was  made 
out  covering  these  operations  and  presented  to  all  pupils  from  the 
fifth  grade  through  the  high  school.  The  papers  were  corrected  and 
annotations  made  as  to  percentage  made,  time  taken  to  the  work, 
and  a  comparison  of  results  by  grades.  High  school  pupils  outdis- 
tanced grade  pupils  and  in  every  case  but  one  each  grade  made  a 
higher  percentage  than  the  next  lower  grade  and  had  a  better  rat- 
ing as  to  time  required.  The  first  test  was  given  during  the  second 
month  and  nothing  further  was  said  after  the  results  and  criticisms 
had  been  given  out  until  during  the  seventh  month  when  the  same 
test  was  again  presented  and  the  time  limit  reduced  one-fifth.  The 
results  showed  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  time  required  by  the 
pupils  and  an  average  increase  in  proficiency  by  grades  of  13%.  The 

19—6—1916 


290  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.   Doc. 

fifth  grade  did  almost  one-third  better  in  the  second  test  than  in 
the  first. 

Our  high  school  cantata  "King  Harold"  was  a  success  musically  as 
well  as  financially.  It  was  presented  in  the  opera  house  by  a  chorus 
of  90  voices  accompanied  by  an  orchestra  of  12  pieces,  all  the  par- 
ticipants being  bona  fide  high  school  pupils.  Our  work  in  music  has 
shown  steady  improvement  and  the  efficient  work  being  done  is 
meeting  with  well  deserved  recognition  from  the  community  and  a 
department  that  a  few  years  ago  seemed  doomed  to  be  discontinued 
is  now  firmly  established  at  a  salary  70%  greater  than  at  that 
time.  ' 

This  was  the  second  year  for  the  special  supervisor  of  drawing  and 
penmanship  and  the  marked  improvement  and  development  in  the 
work  in  these  subjects  has  proven  an  effectual  answer  to  the  criti- 
cism that  arose  at  the  time  over  the  establishment  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

An  age  grade  table  prepared  during  the  year  shows  that  at  Sep- 
tember 1,  10%  of  our  pupils  were  one  year  retarded  in  the  grades, 
4%  are  two  years  retarded  and  1%  are  more  than  two  years  retarded 
while  12%  are  one  year  accelerated. 

Our  kindest  regards  are  due  and  are  herein  extended  to  the  De- 
partment of  Education,  to  the  local  School  Board,  to  the  people 
of  the  community,  and  to  the  newspapers  for  courtesies  shown  and 
help  and  encouragement  that  has  been  extended. 


LOCK  HAVEN— C.  W.  Hunt. 


During  the  year  just  past  the  community  came  to  realize,  in  a 
measure,  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a  modern  high  school  build- 
ing. 

One  of  the  many  benefits  afforded  by  the  new  building  was  a  dif- 
ferentiated course  of  study.  Not  only  was  a  general  course  offering 
many  electives  provided  for  but  a  thorough  four-year  commercial 
course  was  introduced.  The  object  of  the  course  was  to  fit  young 
people  for  the  more  responsible  commercial  positions  in  the  com- 
munity. It  was  anticipated  that  the  course  would  be  popular  but 
the  enrollment  exceeded  all  our  expectations. 
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Household  Arts. 
The  Civic  Club  made  a  generous  offer  of  |500  for  the  equipment 
of  a  household  arts  department.  The  Board  accepted  the  offer  and 
an  effort  was  made  to  establish  the  State  four  year  vocational 
course.  While  the  majority  of  girls  desired  instruction  in  cooking 
or  sewing,  only  three  chose  the  four-year  course.  The  work  in  cook- 
ing and  sewing  was  made  thoroughly  practical  and  the  department 
gained  the  confidence  and  co-operation  of  the  whole  community.  Not 
only  were  the  eighth  grade  pupils  in  the  high  school  given  house- 
hold arts  instruction,  but  the  girls  of  the  seventh  grades  came  to  the 
high  school  for  work  once  in  two  weeks.  A  course  in  camp  cookery, 
covering  one  period  a  week,  was  given  for  the  benefit  of  a  group  of 
boys  interested  in  camping. 

Physical  Training. 
With  the  closing  of  the  football  season  the  interest  of  the  students 
turned  to  the  new  high  school  gymnasium.  It  soon  became  evident 
that  the  gymnasium  would  have  to  be  closed  or  put  in  charge  of  a 
competent  director.  The  Board  wisely  chose  the  latter  and  employed  a 
physical  director  on  part  time.  At  the  close  of  the  basketball  sea- 
son the  physical  director  directed  the  work  in  calisthenics  in  the 
elementary  schools  and  a  field  day  was  held  just  before  the  close 
of  school.  Parents  and  others  in  the  community  are  enthusiastic 
about  physical  training  now  and  would  be  unwilling  to  have  the 
work  discontinued. 

Penmanship. 
There  had  been  for  some  time  considerable  dissatisfaction  with 
the  quality  of  writing  done  in  our  schools.  This  was  not  due  to  a 
lack  of  effort  on  the  part  of  teachers  but  rather  to  the  need  of  a 
right  method.  A  supervisor  was  employed  on  part  time  and  the 
results  of  his  fine  work  were  wonderful. 

Quantitative  Measurements. 
The  Thorndike  writing  scale,  the  Hillegas  language  scale,  the 
Ayers  spelling  tests,  and  the  Courtis  tests  in  arithmetic  were  given 
soon  after  the  opening  of  school.  They  were  given  for  the  purpose  of 
finding  out  the  weaknesses  in  our  elementary  school  work  and  as  a 
guide  to  our  efforts  during  the  year.  The  results  shown  by  a  repeti- 
tion of  some  of  these  tests  at  the  close  of  the  year  proved  their  great 
value  to  supervisor  and  teacher. 

Administration. 
With  the  opening  of  the  school  year  the  Board  of  Education  adopt- 
ed a  new  policy  of  business  control.     To  carry  this  policy  into  ef- 
fect it  was  necessary  to  employ  a  full  time  clerk  and  devise  a  new 
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system  of  accounting.  The  books  which  were  planned  to  record  the 
business  transactions  were  made  so  as  to  conform  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  National  and  State  Departments  of  Education.  They 
are  simple,  plain  and  yet  tell  the  whole  story.  An  inventory  of 
all  school  equipment  was  taken  and  each  item  was  given  an  esti- 
mated present  value.  A  careful  inventory  of  all  supplies  of  the 
second  class  was  taken  and  a  perpetual  inventory  showed  at  the 
close  of  the  year  the  actual  amount  of  supplies  used,  and  cost  of 
same,  not  only  for  the  entire  district  but  for  each  school  therein. 
Supplies  are  kept  at  the  office  and  distributed  each  month.  Text 
books  were  classified  as  to  quality  and  were  inventoried  at  their 
estimated  value.  A  perpetual  inventory  shows  the  value  of  books 
at  any  time  and  the  actual  cost  of  texts  for  the  year. 

Such  a  system  is  an  index  to  the  financial  conditions  of  the  dis- 
trict and  a  record  of  the  actual  cost  of  running  the  schools. 


LOWER  MERION  TWP.   (Montgomery  County^— S.  Edgar  Downs. 


In  a  material  sense,  the  Lower  Merion  schools  continue  to  keep 
pace  with  the  most  modern  innovations.  One  new  building  was 
erected  at  Bryn  Mawr  during  the  past  year.  The  athletic  fields  at 
the  high  school  and  Cynwyd  are  now  complete  and  contracts  for 
seven  (7)  double  tennis  courts  at  the  high  school  and  for  the  grad- 
ing of  a  new  playground  of  four  (4)  acres  at  Bryn  Mawr  have 
been  let. 

The  Board  is  continuing  its  plan  for  modernizing  the  present 
school  plants,  and  has  authorized  the  erection  of  a  new  heating  and 
ventilating  system  at  Bala,  the  installation  of  modern  toilet  and 
electric  light  fixtures,  and  the  purchase  of  a  Kirker-Bender  tubular 
fire-escape  for  our  only  three-story  building. 

The  development  of  school  gardens  in  this  vicinity  has  made  evi- 
dent the  greater  need  for  "home  garden"  stimulation  and  super- 
vision, and  this  work  will  be  undertaken  during  the  coming  year,  as 
will  also  that  of  more  rigid  examination  of  all  students,  with  a  view 
to  the  enforcement  of  such  physical  acitivities  as  will  develop  nor- 
mally those  who  are  strong  and  eradicate  weakness  from  those  who 
need  special  care  and  direction.     Apparatus  is  being  installed  for 
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a  very  thorough  examination  of  alt  high  school  students,  to  the 
end  that  health  may  be  conserved  and  only  those  who  are  physically 
fit  may  be  permitted  to  compete  in  contests. 

A  May  Day  Festival  on  our  new  Cynwyd  field  proved  a  delightful 
innovation  this  spring,  and  has  increased  interest  in  the  folk-dance 
and  other  forms  of  elementary  school  physical  acitivity. 

With  the  use  of  the  pathescope  and  balopticon,  and  the  visitation 
of  industrial  plants,  we  are  planning  to  vitalize  the  work  in  geography 
and  introduce  into  the  elementary  schools  much  science  that  has  in 
the  *past  been  purely  high  school  work.  ("General"  Science  will  be 
taught  in  the  freshman  class).  Civil  government  will  in  like  manner 
supplement  the  work  in  history  in  the  elementary  department  rather 
than  be  used  as  an  elective  in  the  high  school. 

The  "study  recitation"  plan  has  proved  very  successful  in  our 
high  school  and  will  be  continued,  and  the  "departmental"  plan 
will  be  continued  and  enlarged  in  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth 
grades. 

Believing  that  one  room  country  schools  cannot  provide  children 
with  the  advantages  educationally  which  they  may  reasonably  ex- 
pect, the  Lower  Merion  Board  has  decided  to  discontinue  all  such 
schools,  and  transport  the  children  to  central  buildings  where  their 
work  may  be  graded.  To  facilitate  this,  and  meet  the  additional 
transportation  problems  caused  by  the  large  increase  in  the  high 
school  enrollment,  two  additional  motor  driven  busses  have  been  pur- 
chased. We  now  have  four  large  busses  and  one  small  car,  and 
the  four  chauffeurs  employed  throughout  the  year  are  available  for 
repair  and  other  work  while  not  engaged  in  transporting  children 
to  and  from  regular  and  manual  training  classes. 

The  graduating  class  this  year  was  double  that  of  any  year  in  the 
past,  and  the  large  number  of  incoming  students  indicates  that  our 
present  facilities  will  soon  be  inadequate  to  accommodate  all  those 
who  wish  to  prepare  for  college  and  special  industrial  schools. 

In  the  future,  all  principals  in  charge  of  buildings  of  more  than 
five  rooms  will  be  free  during  the  greater  part  of  the  day  to  super- 
vise and  attend  to  the  many  school  and  community  duties  which 
otherwise  must  be  neglected.  While  this  innovation  requires  addi- 
tional teachers,  it  gives  us  much  greater  opportunity  to  aid  students 
who  are  weak,  and  prevents  friction  which  so  often  arises  through 
misunderstanding  between  teacher,  child  and  parent. 

The  separate  district  institute  will  be  inaugurated  in  Lower 
Merion  this  year.  The  following  partial  list  of  instructors  has  al- 
ready been  engaged :  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Edwin  E.  Sparks, 
Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  Dr.  C.  T.  McFarlane,  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  Dr. 
Ambrose  L.  Suhrie,  Dr.  Paul  M.  Pearson,  Dr.  Win.  H.  Kilpatrick, 
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Dr.  Cheesman  A.  Herrick,  and  Hon.  S.  D.  Fess.  We  hope  that  this 
work  will  prove  of  unusual  interest  and  benefit  to  the  entire  com- 
munity. 


McKEESPORT— J.  B.  Richey. 


The  following  is  my  fourteenth  annual  report  for  the  schools  of 
the  city  of  McKeesport. 

Continuation  School. 
The  continuation  school  was  established  according  to  law.  Mr. 
James  Killius  of  Monessen,  Pennsylvania,  was  elected  to  take  charge 
of  this  school.  The  enrollment  was  156;  90  boys  and  66  girls.  The 
attendance  was  excellent  and  the  school  was  much  more  successful 
than  we  had  expected  it  to  be.  I  am  sure  the  future  will  demon- 
strate beyond  doubt  the  wisdom  of  establishing  such  a  school. 

New  High  School  Building. 
The  new  high  school  building,  costing  $225,000,  will  be  complete, 
ready  for  the  term  of  1916-1917.  The  house  is  built  to  carry  on  the 
regular  high  school  work  with  well  equipped  shops  for  manual  train- 
ing and  vocational  work  for  both  boys  and  girls.  Cooking,  sewing, 
laundrying,  and  home  making  will  be  taught  the  girls  and  mechani- 
cal drawing,  pattern  making,  wood  turning,  carpentry,  cabinet  mak- 
ing, as  well  as  elements  of  vocations  will  be  taught  the  boys.  The 
high  school  building  has  an  auditorium  which  will  seat  1,000  peo- 
ple and  has  one  of  the  largest  gymnasiums  in  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Medical  Inspection. 
The  medical  department  consists  of  thirteen  physicians  and  one 
nurse.  The  equipment  consists  of  cards  for  testing  eyes,  wood  tongue 
depressors,  cards  on  which  to  record  the  physical  condition  of  each 
child  and  cards  to  be  sent  to  parents  of  children  whose  defects  are 
found  to  be  such  that  they  need  medical  treatment.  The  children 
are  examined  once  each  year  during  the  months  of  September  and 
October. 
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Duties  of  MedicaL  Inspectors. 

1.  To  inspect  each  pupil  once  each  school  term. 

2.  To  give  special  examination  to  pupils  for  contagious  and  in- 
fectious diseases  in  school  and  at  home  if  necessary. 

3.  To  inspect  the  school  grounds,  buildings,  toilets,  drinking  foun- 
tain bowls,  heating  and  ventilation,  light  and  air  space. 

Duties  of  the  Nurse. 

1.  To  visit  the  home  of  the  pupils  whom  the  medical  inspectors 
have  decided  have  physical  defects  that  interfere  with  their  success 
in  carrying  on  their  work  in  the  schools. 

2.  To  arrange,  after  the  consent  of  the  parents  has  been  secured, 
for  free  treatment  of  the  physical  defects  of  those  children  whose 
parents  are  unable  to  pay  for  medical  attention. 

3.  To  visit  the  homes  of  the  children  who  come  to  school  in  an 
unsanitary  condition  and  instruct  the  mothers  of  such  children  in 
regard  to  the  importance  of  sanitation  and  cleanliness  to  the  health 
of  their  children. 

4.  To  make  detailed  reports  in  regard  to  her  work  to  the  super- 
intendent of  schools. 

Object  of  Medical  Inspection. 
The  object  of  medical  inspection  in  the  public  schools  is  to  dis- 
cover the  physical  defects  of  the  children  which  unfits  them  to  do 
the  regular  work  of  the  school.  The  medical  inspectors  only  ex- 
amine the  children  and  designate  the  defects.  They  are*  not  per- 
mitted under  the  provisions  of  the  school  code  to  treat  the  physical 
defects  of  children  and  the  object  for  which  medical  inspection  was 
established  in  the  public  schools  has  not  been  accomplished  until 
the  physical  defects  have  been  cured.  The  great  work  of  the  school 
nurse  is  to  follow  up  the  work  of  the  medical  inspectors  by  visiting 
the  homes  and  explaining  to  the  parents  the  necessity  of  having 
the  physical  defects  treated.  Medical  inspection  has  absolutely 
failed  unless  it  improves  or  permanently  cures  the  physical  defects  of 
the  children  and  improves  their  health.  To  accomplish  this  it  is 
necessary  to  have  the  hearty  cooperation  of  the  parents.  No  person 
can  justify  the  expenditure  of  public  money  unless  it  accomplishes 
the  purposes  for  which  it  has  been  appropriated.  The  public  school 
work  is  not  sentiment;  it  is  statesmanship. 

Survey  By  the  Vocational  Department. 
Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Millard  B.  King,  Mr.  S.  A.  Zweibel 
and  Mr.  E.  H.  Bowman,  made  a  survey  of  the  industries  of  the  city 
of  McKeesport  for  the  purpose  of  recommending  to  the  Board  of 
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School  Directors  courses  in  vocational  education.  The  surveyors 
spent  considerable  time  in  making  the  survey  and  their  work  was 
very  thorough  and  satisfactory  indeed.  The  following  is  the  most 
important  parts  of  the  survey: 

The  survey  of  the  industries  of  MeKeesport  was  made  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  relative  importance  and  the  nature  of 
the  various  occupations  in  order  to  determine  the  exent  to  which 
the  city  public  schools  could  function  in  the  education  of  those 
boys  and  girls  who  will  choose  to  work  in  the  industrial  and  com- 
mercial establishments  when  they  leave  school.  The  limited  amount 
of  time  prevented  the  collection  of  extensive  statistical  information, 
so  the  survey  was  of  an  observational  nature,  that  is,  findings  and 
information  were  obtained  by  observation,  and  by  personal  inter- 
views with  as  many  executives  and  workmen  as  circumstances  per- 
mitted. 

The  very  cordial  reception  at  every  place  visited  was  a  mark  of 
the  favorable  and  receptive  attitude  of  the  employer  toward  any- 
thing for  the  benefit  and  uplift  of  the  employee.  While  not  any  of 
the  places  visited  had  any  organized  educational  or  socializing  ac- 
tivity other  than  "safety  first"  work  in  progress,  yet,  several  of  the 
employers  expressed  their  intention  of  engaging  in  a  more  definite 
plan  as  soon  as  a  feasible,  effective  one  could  be  projected. 

In  general,  the  work  in  the  manufacturing  establishments  of  Me- 
Keesport is  of  a  rough  nature.  Fine,  accurate,  close  finishing  of 
product  with  machine  and  hand  tools  is  not  demanded.  This  condi- 
tion gives  the  city  a  class  of  workmen  whose  occupations  involve 
little  functioning  information  that  the  public  schools  would  be 
justified  in  teaching.  There  is,  however,  a  large  number  of  men 
required  to  keep  in  repair  the  machinery  of  the  large  mills.  The 
work  of  these  men  is  of  a  highly  skilled  nature.  There  is  also  a 
large  amount  of  related  information  that  could  be  taught  by  the 
public  schools,  which  will  add  to  the  social  and  trade  efficiency  of 
the  workers. 

A  uniform,  systematic  method  was  pursued  in  studying  all  of  the 
establishments.  This  was  necessary  in  order  to  learn  the  relative 
values  of  the  findings. 

Recommendations. 
1.  Day  Vocational  Work  For  the  Boys. — To  establish  a  co-opera- 
tive industrial  course  in  the  high  school,  teaching  the  following 
trades;  machinists';  pattern  makers';  cabinet  makers';  carpenters'; 
plumbers';  automobile  builders';  electricians';  and  moulders'.  This 
course  to  be  a  four-year  course  in  which  the  entire  first  year  is  de- 
voted to  school  work  and  the  remaining  three  years  to  be  worked 
on  the  alternate  week  plan;   that   is,  one-half  of  the  class   works 
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one  week  in  the  shop  while  the  other  half  attends  the  school  and 
the  following  week  the  half  that  attended  school  does  into  the  shop 
and  the  half  that  worked  in  the  shop  attends  school.  A  modification 
of  the  time  schedule  could  be  made  for  seasonal  occupations  such  as 
that  of  contractors'  carpenters.  For-  apprentices  in  such  occupa- 
tions it  may  be  advisable  to  attend  school  continuously  during  slack 
season  (winter  months)  and  attend  work  continuously  during  busy 
season  (summer  months). 

This  method  of  training  apprentices  has  much  to  commend  it. 
It  is  the  most  economical  plan  from  the  school  standpoint,  in  that 
the  minimum  of  equipment  is  needed.  From  the  employer's  stand- 
point it  is  also  economical  in  that  he  is  relieved  of  the  responsibil- 
ity and  expense  of  giving  instruction  to  his  apprentices  in  the  re- 
lated technical  information.  It  also  gives  him  apprentices  trained 
in  his  own  shop  in  the  practical  manipulation  of  hand  and  machine 
tools,  and  instructed  at  the  same  time  in  school  in  the  technical 
information  of  the  trade. 

In  order  to  make  the  co-operation  effective  it  is  essential  to  have 
a  written  contract  between  the  employer,  the  school,  the  boy,  and 
his  parents,  as  to  compensation,  time  of  service,  etc. 

The  present  machine  and  wood  shop  equipment  of  the  public 
schools  could  be  used  to  advantage  in  such  a  course  as  classroom 
demonstration  tools  in  the  teaching  of  trade  theory. 

As  an  alternative  to  the  above  plan  the  following  is  suggested: 

To  establish  an  ungraded  all-day  industrial  school  using  the  wood 
shop,  machine  shop,  and  foundry  equipment,  in  teaching  the  car- 
penters', pattern  makers',  cabinet  makers',  electricians',  machinists', 
and  moulders'  trades.  The  school  to  be  in  session  seven  or  eight 
hours  per  day,  devoting  50%  of  the  time  in  shop  work  and  50% 
to  class  room  instruction  in  related  technical  and  academic  sub- 
jects. The  cooperative  alternate-week  plan  could  also  be  worked  in 
this  all-day  industrial  school  using  the  school  shop  instead  of  the 
commercial  shop  to  give  the  students  shop  practice.  The  boys  al- 
ternating a  week  of  classroom  instruction  and  a  week  of  school- 
shop  practice  instruction.  Sessions  could  be  held  Saturday  morn- 
ings if  considered  wise. 

The  shop  work  could  be  so  organized  that  instruction  be  given 
systematically  in  the  construction  and  operation  of  the  fundamental 
hand  and  machine  tools.  The  material  for  the  students  to  work  in 
the  shop  could  be  obtained  by  contracting  work  from  the  manufac- 
turers of  the  community.  Contract  prices  of  this  work  to  be  set  by 
the  director  of  course  at  a  figure  approximately  the  market  price.  The 
proceeds  of  contract  jobs  to  be  devoted  to  defraying  expenses  of  this 
course. 
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In  either  of  the  above  schemes  special  teachers  would  be  required 
to  teach  the  shop  practice  and  related  technical  subjects.  Regular 
high  school  teachers  could  teach  the  English,  mathematics  and  sci- 
ences. 

The  fact  that  all  the  mills  have  chemical  laboratories  for  the  test- 
ing of  manufactured  products  and  purchased  materials,  an  op- 
portunity is  presented  to  train  young  men  for  positions  in  these 
laboratories.  The  course  could  be  a  four  years'  course  on  the  co- 
operative alternate-week  plan.  Chemistry  (especially  as  applied  to 
iron  and  steel)  would  be  the  major  subject  taught. 

For  the  Girls. 

1.  Salesmanship  Course. — The  findings  of  the  survey  indicate 
that  the  only  industrial  occupation  which  involves  any  functional 
information  that  lends  itself  to  classroom  instruction,  engaged  in 
by  a  relatively  large  number  of  girls,  is  that  of  department  store 
clerkship.  The  interview  disclosed  a  very  conspicuous  need  for  bet- 
ter training  of  the  girls  engaged  in  this  occupation.  This  obviously 
applies  to  those  contemplating  this  occupation. 

A  two  or  four  years'  course  could  be  arranged  in  the  high  school. 
It  could  be  conducted  on  the  co-operative  alternate-week  plan  or  on 
the  all-day  plan,  or  a  combination  of  the  two  devoting  the  last  year 
or  six  months  of  the  course  to  the  co-operative  plan.  In  a  course 
of  this  kind  the  following  subjects  are  the  most  logical  and  effective 
ones  to  be  taught;  science  of  salesmanship;  science  of  textiles  and 
materials  to  be  sold;  (the  purchase  department  of  the  various  stores 
is  a  good  source  for  class  room  material),  personal  hygiene,  develop- 
ment of  wholesome,  attractive  personality,  attitude  toward  custo- 
mers, department  store  system,  English,  arithmetic,  (emphasis  on 
oral  arithmetic  and  fractions),  and  penmanship. 

Very  helpful  in  the  development  of  a  course  of  this  kind  would  be 
an  advisory  committee  composed  of  department  and  floor  execu- 
tives, of  the  representative  stores  of  the  city. 

The  teacher  in  charge  of  the  vocational  instruction  of  a  salesman- 
ship course  should  be  experienced  in  salesmanship  practice,  and 
possess  a  teachers'  personality  and  teaching  ability. 

As  an  alternative  to  the  above  plan  have  instruction  in  the  above 
subjects  given  two  or  three  days  a  week,  and  four  to  five  in  the  after- 
noon, as  an  elective  subject  for  girls.  This  would  be  helpful  at  least 
to  the  group  of  girls  attending  high  school  who  work  in  the  stores 
every  Saturday. 

2.  Household  Arts. — The  large  number  of  girls  who  leave  school  in 
the  upper  grammar  and  the  first  high  school  grades  for  home  occupa- 
tions indicates  a  need  for  either  or  both  two  and  four  years'  courses 
in  homemaking. 
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This  work  could  be  carried  on  in  the  high  school  with  some  addi- 
tions to  equipment.  The  course  should  be  arranged  as  a  department 
of  the  high  school,  giving  approximately  50%  of  the  day  to  household 
arts  and  the  other  50%  to  related  technical  and  academic  subjects. 

The  household  arts  studies  offered  should  include  elementary  and 
advanced  cooking,  elementary  and  advanced  sewing,  mending,  patch- 
ing, dressmaking,  millinery,  personal  hygiene,  household  sanitation, 
first  aid,  home  nursing,  household  management,  household  accounts, 
laundering,  marketing,  care  of  children,  bacteriology,  interior  decora- 
tion, costume  design,  and  house  planning. 

The  academic  studies  should  include  related  English,  civics  and 
history,  related  chemistry,  related  physics,  biology,  and  cultural  sub- 
jects taken  from  the  general  high  school  course. 

Night  Schools. — For  the  benefit  of  the  large  number  of  workers  al- 
ready engaged  in  the  industries  an  opportunity  should  be  presented 
to  get  instruction  in  subjects  of  a  general  and  vocational  nature.  The 
tendency  of  the  modern  manufacturers  is  to  make  specialists  of  the 
workmen.  While  this  system  is  very  economical  to  the  employer,  it 
presents  many  disadvantages  to  the  workmen.  Little  opportunity  is 
given  to  obtain  experience  in  the  more  skilled  and  consequently  higher 
paid  occupations.  There  are  also,  a  number  of  young  men  dissatis- 
fied with  their  present  positions,  who  for  economic  reasons  are  unable 
to  begin  a  desired  vocation  as  apprentices.  For  these  men  classes 
could  be  organized  in  beginners'  and  advanced  work  in  machine  shop 
practice,  pattern  shop  practice,  foundry  practice,  and  electrician 
trade  practice.  Also  classes  in  related  mathematics  and  science, 
trade  theory,  freehand  and  mechanical  drawing. 

English,  citizenship,  Personal  Hygiene  and  elementary  and  ad- 
vanced arithmetic  could  be  taught  to  foreigners. 

For  the  women  and  girls  engaged  in  domestic  work,  courses  could 
be  offered  in  elementary  and  advanced  plain  sewing,  millinery,  plain 
cooking,  dietary  cooking,  care  of  children,  home  nursing,  home  sani- 
tation, household  chemistry,  household  accounts,  and  laundry  prac- 
tice. 

The  above  subjects  should  be  organized  as  short  unit  courses,  giving 
the  students  the  essentials  of  the  subject  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

Specific  Recommendations. 

The  general  recommendations  present  the  possibilities  in  vocational 
education  for  the  present  and  near  future  in  McKeesport 

They  are  quite  comprehensive  and  obviously  make  it  unwise  to  at- 
tempt to  establish  at  one  time  all  of  the  provisions.  Tn  view  of  this 
fact  these  specific  recommendations  are  made. 
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For  the  Boys. 

The  employer  should  be  interviewed,  and  their  co-operation  en- 
listed in  the  establishment  of  an  alternate-week,  co-operative  course 
teaching  for  the  first  year  the  machinists'  and  moulders'  trades  only. 
To  attempt  to  teach  more  than  these  trades  at  the  start  would  be  un- 
wise, for  the  success  and  permanency  of  such  a  course  depends  on  the 
work  of  the  first  year  or  two. 

Should  it  be  impossible  to  enlist  enough  of  the  manufacturers  to 
start  the  vocational  work  on  the  co-operative  plan,  then  there  should 
be  established  all-day  vocational  courses  in  the  high  school,  teaching 
all  the  trades  enumerated  in  the  general  recommendations.  If  this 
type  of  vocational  courses  is  established,  it  will  be  necessary  to  equip 
for  this  work,  a  machine  shop,  a  pattern  shop,  a  foundry  and  an  elec- 
trical shop. 

For  the  Girls. 

The  two  years'  course  in  salesmanship  should  be  established  in  the 
high  school.  In  this  course,  the  subjects  enumerated  under  general 
recommendations  should  be  taught.  Any  one  of  the  three  plans  sug- 
gested under  general  recommendations  should  be  taught. 

A  four  year's  course  in  Household  Arts  should  be  established,  as 
outlined  under  general  recommendations,  with  the  view  of  extending 
the  sewing  and  cooking  to  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  as  soon  as 
the  work  in  the  high  school  is  established. 

The  details  of  the  courses  of  study,  organization,  and  equipment 
will  be  submitted  under  sepai'ate  recommendations,  as  soon  as  the 
type  of  educational  activity,  selected  from  these  recommendations, 
has  been  decided  upon. 

Night  Schools. 

Since  there  is  a  large  number  of  workers  living  in  and  around  the 
city  who  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  get  any  instruction  in  related 
technical  information,  an  opportunity  is  presented  to  do  effective  work 
in  the  evening  schools,  by  teaching  to  the  beginning  and  advanced 
shop  men  the  practice  of  the  machine  shop,  of  the  pattern  shop,  of  the 
electrical  shop  and  of  the  foundry. 

Instruction  should  also  be  given  in  the  related  theory  and  mathema- 
tics of  the  above  enumerated  trades. 

For  the  women,  courses  should  be  offered  in  sewing,  cooking  and 
home  nursing. 
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McKEES  HOCKS— T.  K.  Johnston. 


The  term  of  school  closing  June  15,  1916,  was  a  very  successful  one, 
notwithstanding  the  crowded  conditions  of  our  schools.  The  average 
enrollment  per  teacher  in  the  grades  was  51  pupils. 

Our  total  enrollment  was  2,017;  per  cent,  of  attendance,  96;  aver- 
age attendance,  1,755;  retardation,  12  per  cent.;  number  of  teachers, 
43;  number  of  pupils  receiving  county  diplomas  to  enter  high  school, 
43;  number  of  pupils  graduating  from  high  school,  25;  number  of 
visits  to  our  schools  by  principals,  teachers,  and  superintendents 
from  other  districts,  and  by  patrons,  787;  number  of  pupils  making 
100  per  cent,  in  their  final  spelling,  SOS;  total  enrollment  of  Continu- 
ation School,  65. 

Suitable  programs  were  carried  out  on  all  patriotic  days,  and  trees 
planted  on  Arbor  Day. 

Literary  Society  was  conducted  bi-weekly  in  high  school  and  an  in- 
teresting contest  held  in  June  between  the  Phil©matheon  and  Adel- 
phian  Societies. 

The  William  Penn  Club,  a  patriotic  organization  for  boys,  and  the 
Elizabeth  Hillman  Club  for  girls  were  well  attended  during  the  year 
and  much  good  accomplished  therefrom. 

Two  flourishing  Scout  Clubs  were  organized,  Troop  I  and  Troop 
II,  and  a  large  number  of  boys  are  already  Second  Class  Scouts. 

Much  interest  was  manifested  in  athletics.  Our  high  school  teams 
in  football,  basketball,  and  baseball  were  very  successful  in  playing 
clean  high  school  ball  and  in  winning  games. 

Vaccination  laws  were  strictly  enforced  and  fire  drills  conducted 
twice  per  month. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  year,  practical  and 
everyday  problems  not  only  discussed,  but  outlines,  as  helps  in  "as- 
signing the  lesson,"  "order  of  procedure,"  etc.,  were  distributed  among 
the  teachers. 

The  regular  attendance  of  our  pupils,  the  persistent  effort  of  our 
teachers,  the  co-operation  of  our  patrons,  the  kindly  advice  of  our 
Board  of  Directors,  and  the  suggestive  helps  from  the  State  Depart- 
ment were  all  conducive  to  the  accomplishment  of  good  results. 
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MAHANOY  CITY— H.  W.  Dodd. 


In  making  my  report  for  the  year  1915-1916,  I  wish  to  report  speci- 
fically upon  one  or  two  things. 

With  the  opening  of  our  new  high  school  building  in  September 
our  high  school  enrollment  was  increased  fifty  per  cent,  over  that  of 
any  preceding  year.  This  immediately  brought  on  the  difficulty  of 
too  many  pupils  per  teacher  in  that  department  of  our  system. 

In  the  building  vacated  by  our  high  school  we  established  a  junior 
high  school.  There  were  some  doubtings  and  misgivings  as  to  the 
predicted  outcome.  That  the  results  were  highly  satisfactory,  all  now 
agree.  But  in  all  probability  the  satisfactory  results  were  due  to 
two  things:  The  intelligent  teaching  and  loyalty  of  the  teachers; 
and  several  pedagogical  applications. 

Pupils'  records  were  carefully  examined  upon  entrance  to  the 
junior  high  school.  Then  the  sections  were  arranged  in  groups  ac- 
cording to  abilities  as  shown  by  previous  school  records.  Even  with 
groups  so  arranged  we  found  it  possible  and  desirable  to  change 
pupils  from  group  to  group  as  certain  cases  of  rapid  progress,  or  ret- 
rogression developed.  Several  advanced  cases  were  allowed  to  take 
examinations  in  certain  branches,  which  when  satisfactorily  passed, 
enabled  the  pupil  to  take  up  high  school  work,  while  continuing  the 
unfinished  work  in  the  junior  high  school. 

So  satisfactorily  did  this  work  turn  out  that  we  gradually  arranged 
the  groups  so  that  the  strong  groups  average  45  pupils  and  the  weaker 
groups  35  pupils.  Then  forty-five  minute  periods  were  arranged 
which  allowed  of  supervised  study  by  the  teacher  teaching  the  sub- 
ject. All  this  resulted  in  our  reaching  the  slow  pupils,  heretofore 
reached  only  on  final  examinations. 

The  strong  sections  of  the  eighth  grade  had  little  difficulty  in  ac- 
complishing by  midyear  in  arithmetic,  history,  and  geography,  what 
under  the  old  plan  was  accomplished  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

This  will  allow  of  several  lines  of  development:  Beginning  of  high 
school  subjects  one  or  two  years  earlier  than  now,  so  that  a  pupil 
may  accomplish  more  in  those  subjects  than  is  now  possible.  And 
allowing  of  electives  so  that  a  pupil  may  earlier  start  a  commercial 
course,  or  technical  or  trade  course  by  the  seventh  or  eighth  year. 

We  have  found  out  quite  definitely  one  thing:  A  course  of  study, 
either  in  content,  or  time,  written  for  junior  high  schools  at  large  or 
some  specific  case,  cannot  be  adopted  in  toto  by  any  junior  high  school 
wishing  to  fit  the  work  to  the  capabilities  either  of  the  pupil,  teacher, 
or  community.  And  the  best  such  course  that  I  have  seen  is  the  one 
originated  by  Dr.  C.  D.  Koch  of  your  department. 
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MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP,  (Schuylkill  CouDty)— Joseph  F.  Noonan. 


Education  means  gradual  developement  if  it  is  applied  in  the 
proper  manner.  It  is  very  difficult  to  introduce  new  ideas  without 
considerable  trouble  and  consequent  annoyance,  but  we  are  steadily 
growing  in  educational  affairs  in  spite  of  many  influences,  political, 
social,  and  economic,  that  constantly  interpose  hindrances  between 
the  modern  type  of  training  and  the  school  authorities.  Some  of  the 
accomplishments  of  the  past  year  are  well  worth  noting. 


Course  of  Study. 

A  good  course  of  study  evolves  by  degrees.  It  takes  time  to  make 
it  usable,  practical,  and  modern.  For  the  last  two  years,  a  tempor- 
ary course  has  been  in  working  operation,  and  now  the  time  has  come 
to  establish  a  detailed  permanent  line  of  work  to  be  followed.  The 
new  course  has  been  completed,  and  is  in  the  hands  of  the  printer.  It 
will  be  distributed  to  the  teachers  in  loose-leaf  ledger  form  so  that 
necessary  changes  may  be  made  from  time  to  time. 

In  arranging  this  course,  close  attention  has  been  given  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  on  Elementary  Education. 
The  work  has  been  detailed  to  such  an  extent  that  no  teacher  will  find 
difficulty  in  varying  the  material  she  uses,  and  yet  is  broad  enough  to 
enable  her  to  exercise  her  own  initiative  and  exert  her  own  individu- 
ality. 

The  language  work  comprises  story  telling,  dramatization,  oral  re- 
production of  stories,  rimes,  jingles,  poems,  and  memory  gems,  and 
is  outlined  on  the  assumption  that  a  separate  period  be  devoted  to  it 
each  day  in  the  lower  grades.  In  grades  three  and  four,  a  separate 
manual  outlining  the  work  by  day  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  all 
teachers.  Text-books  in  English  will  not  be  used  before  the  fifth 
grade.    We  do  not  feel  inclined  to  use  the  new  terminology. 

Our  lessons  in  spelling  will  not  exceed  ten  words,  and  we  expect 
to  introduce  a  text  that  will  enable  us  to  put  this  idea  into  effect. 

In  the  grades,  we  intend  to  use  Maxson's  "Fundamental  Number 
Work,"  a  self-keyed  card  method  of  giving  abundant  practice  in  the 
four  fundamental  operations.  Mcintosh's  "Rapid  Calculation"  will  be 
used  in  grades  seven  and  eight.  We  are  eliminating  the  work  recom- 
mended for  elimination  by  the  Committee  of  Fifteen,  and  are  en- 
deavoring to  make  the  work  practical  in  every  respect.  Algebra  will 
be  taught  in  grade  eight. 
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In  physiology,  the  work  has  been  simplified,  and  nothing  but  usable 
material  will  be  placed  before  the  child. 

In  history,  the  work  in  the  lower  grades  is  outlined  definitely.  In 
grade  six,  we  shall  teach  European  History  in  order  to  furnish  the 
requisite  historical  background  for  the  students  of  grades  seven  and 
eight. 

In  geography,  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen 
will  prevail. 

In  reading,  much  attention  will  be  paid  to  silent  work.  Silent 
reading  is  a  vital  thing.  Each  grade  has  been  supplied  with  the  best 
literature  in  the  form  of  supplementary  reading.  From  two  to  four 
of  these  readers  are  read  by  each  grade  in  addition  to  the  basic  reader. 
Outside  reading  is  advocated. 

In  penmanship,  the  Palmer  Method  of  Muscular  Writing  has  been 
exclusively  adopted.  Many  of  our  students  have  already  earned  di- 
plomas. 

In  nature  study,  a  complete  weekly  outline  for  the  first  four  grades 
has  been  made. 

In  drawing,  two  lessons  per  week  will  be  presented  in  all  grades. 
Each  grade  studies  one  picture  or  masterpiece  a  month. 

In  music,  regular  instruction  will  be  given. 

Community  civics  will  be  taught  in  grade  eight,  a  special  text  being 
used  for  the  purpose. 

We  expect  to  obtain  splendid  results  from  the  course  described, 
and  will  send  a  copy  to  the  Department  shortly. 

Special  Subjects. 

We  have  secured  the  services  of  a  special  drawing  teacher,  and  ex- 
pect some  very  good  work.  The  district  now  employs  special  teachers 
in  penmanship  and  drawing.  We  expect  to  engage  a  special  music 
teacher  before  the  term  closes.  We  teach  music  at  the  present  time 
in  the  grammar  and  high  schools  only  but  are  fortunate  enough  to 
have  a  special  music  teacher  there.  Music  should  be  taught  in  all  the 
grades. 

Our  special  teachers  are  qualified,  and  are  either  university  or 
college  trained.  We  have  some  difficulty  to  keep  this  in  mind,  but 
so  far  have  succeeded  fully. 

Transportation  of  Children. 
Since  my  last  report  to  the  Department,  we  have  succeeded  in 
arranging  complete  transportation  facilities  for  all  pupils  attending 
our  central  schools.  Each  day  we  transport  by  steam  railway,  auto 
bus,  horse  and  wagon,  and  electric  cars  at  least  three  hundred  stu- 
dents.   The  traction  company  that  refused  to  transport  our  children 
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last  year  alleging  such  action  to  be  discrimination  has  since  complied 
with  our  request,  and  is  giving  very  efficient  service.  The  eil'ect  of 
transportation  is  marked.  Since  its  use  by  the  district,  the  attend- 
ance of  our  central  schools  has  leaped  at  least  fifteen  per  cent.  Our 
enrollment  also  shows  a  very  substantial  increase. 


High  School. 

After  legislation  had  been  enacted  permitting  us  to  erect  a  high 
school  building  in  the  borough  of  Mahanoy  City,  the  board  of  direc- 
tors at  once  floated  a  $50,000  bond  issue,  and  awarded  the  contract 
for  the  erection  of  the  proposed  high  school  edifice.  The  contractor 
is  now  working  on  the  new  structure,  and  expects  to  complete  it  some 
time  in  January.  The  board  of  directors  and  superintendent  are  now 
working  on  a  second  bond  issue  of  $35,000  to  equip,  furnish,  wire,  fit 
with  plumbing  fixtures,  and  heat  and  ventilate  in  a  modern  way  the 
coming  building.    We  expect  to  have  a  very  fine  structure  in  time. 

During  the  year  we  lost  Mr.  Walter  R.  McGahren,  one  of  our  best 
and  most  efficient  high  school  teachers.  His  loss  was  deeply  felt  both 
by  the  school  authorities  and  the  community  at  large. 


Teachers'  Qualifications. 

There  are  too  many  people  in  mining  communities  who  still  be- 
lieve that  any  one  can  teach.  It  is  the  most  difficult  process 
imaginable  to  dispel  this  idea.  The  percentage  of  residents  of  Maha- 
noy township  who  believe  in  trained  teachers  is  startlingly  small. 
The  citizens  apparently  believe  that  any  body  is  entitled  to  a  teach- 
er's certificate  if  he  merely  asks  for  it,  and  that  the  party  having 
the  most  political  influence  deserves  the  teaching  position  opeu, 
whether  he  is  qualified  or  not. 

The  superintendent  has  taken  a  firm  stand  against  this  sort  of 
thing,  and  has  insisted  that  all  teachers  standing  the  provisional 
examination  attend  some  approved  summer  school  each  vacation 
period  until  a  professional  certificate  is  granted.  Even  this  small 
advance  in  the  direction  of  better  trained  teachers  has  met  with 
much  opposition.  This  office  works  constantly  to  make  the  teacher 
more  efficient,  and  to  create  better  opportunities  for  the  child.  Six- 
teen teachers  are  attending  approved  summer  schools  at  this  writ- 
ing. The  amount  of  good  accomplished  is  remarkably  great,  and 
the  people  are  beginning  to  realize  what  fairness  to  the  child  really 
means. 
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Teachers'  Meetings. 
Friday  afternoon  of  each  week  has  been  set  aside  for  group  meet- 
ings of  the  teachers.     The  teachers  meet  according  to  the  following 
schedule: 

Grades  1  and  2,  first  Friday  afternoon. 

Grades  3  and  4,  second  Friday  afternoon. 

Grades  5  and  6,  third  Friday  afternoon. 

Grades  7  and  8,  fourth  Friday  afternoon. 

High  school  teachers,  one  hour  a  week  after  school. 

At  these  meetings,  educational  problems  are  discussed  in  connec- 
tion with  methods  of  teaching.  Each  meeting  lasts  two  hours 
The  first  hour  is  devoted  to  a  model  lesson  in  one  of  the  elementary 
subjects.  The  second  hour  is  occupied  with  a  discussion  of  some 
vital  school  question  in  connection  with  the  reading  of  an  approved 
pedagogical  work.  We  have  found  those  meetings  to  be  productive 
of  a  great  deal  of  good.  The  actual  problems  of  the  schoolroom  are 
brought  into  notice  through  the  model  lessons,  and  criticisms  of  the 
same,  and  the  perplexing  pedagogical  principles  so  necessary  to 
sound  education  are  thoroughly  impressed  during  the  hour  allotted 
them.    The  effect  on  our  general  work  is  marked. 

New  Record  System. 
The  office  now  possesses  a  complete  card  filing  system.  The  "Na- 
tional System  of  School  Records"  has  been  adopted,  and  Mahanoy 
Township  will  now  have  on  file  complete  data  pertaining  to  every 
child  attending  school  in  the  district.  Such  a  system  helps  the  of- 
fice to  keep  in  closer  contact  with  the  teacher  and  the  child.  The 
system  has  been  adopted  for  use  both  in  the  high  and  elementary 
schools.  This  is  the  system  that  has  been  formulated  in  line  with 
the  recommendations  of  the  National  Educational  Association. 

Commencement  Exercises. 
Commencement  exercises  were  held  both  by  the  high  school  and  the 
grammar  school.  The  program  dealt  with  educational  changes  and 
readjustments  in  Mahanoy  Township.  The  office  felt  that  the  chil- 
dren could  thus  partly  teach  the  parents  what  the  trend  of  the  times 
demands.  The  public  school  system  of  Mahanoy  township  was  dis- 
cussed from  top  to  bottom  and  fully  explained  to  audiences  number- 
ing over  one  thousand  people,  and  a  deep  impression  was  made  on 
the  public  mind.  The  necessity  for  special  work  in  penmanship, 
drawing  and  music  was  discussed.  The  need  of  properly  qualified 
teachers  in  our  schools  was  emphasized.  The  improvements  that 
have  lately  been  made  were  mentioned.    A  strong  plea  for  more  and 
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better  schooling  was  presented.  The  ideas  that  anything  at  all  will 
do  in  the  country  school  and  that  any  one  can  teach  were  assailed 
with  spirit.  The  superintendent  addressed  the  assemblage  on  the 
timely  topic  "Better  Schools."  Our  commencements  have  been  made 
productive  of  much  good  in  this  manner. 

Miscellaneous. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  hold  a  special  election  to  float  a  second 
bond  issue. 

New  maps  have  been  installed  in  three  rooms.  Such  maps  are 
eight  in  number  in  roller  front  cases,  all  of  them  being  without  writ- 
ten names. 

Sanitary  paper  towels  are  used  wherever  feasible.  The  old-fash- 
ioned broom  will  be  replaced  by  modern  brushes  to  enable  janitors 
to  work  more  efficiently. 

Our  high  school  faculty  will  be  composed  of  normal  and  university 
graduates  exclusively  for  the  first  time  in  its  history  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  next  term. 

Supplementary  reading  is  doing  our  schools  a  vast  amount  of 
good. 

Thanks. 
Our  work  has  been  greatly  helped  by  the  many  kindnesses  and 
courtesies  of  the  Department.  Without  the  hearty  co-operation  and 
assistance  of  the  State,  our  efforts  would  be  of  little  avail.  Our 
best  wishes  and  unstinted  praise  go  forth  to  our  educational  heads 
at  Harrisburg  all  the  time. 


ME  AD  VI LLE— Edward  Sargent. 


The  year  closing  has  been  marked  by  steady  conservative  work 
under  a  very  loyal  and  united  faculty.  Excellent  work  and  careful 
oversight,  with  co-operation  by  the  school  principals  has  kept  up  a 
high  standard  of  attendance  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  two  epidemics 
of  measles  and  diphtheria  threatened  to  close  the  schools. 

Along  with  the  effort  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  daily  work 
has  been  the  attention  to  students  some  behind  their  grade  or  of  a 
lower  type  of  mentality.     We  have  an   assistant  for  the  primary 
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grades  and  an  assistant  principal  who  handles  the  supply  work 
when  necessary  and  when  not  so  engaged,  gives  attention  to  small 
groups  who  are  in  need  of  special  individual  work.  We  find  this 
method  decreases  the  per  cent  of  failures. 

The  manual  training  and  domestic  science  and  arts  departments 
closed  a  successful  year  with  a  fine  exhibit  which  elicited  much  fa- 
vorable comment,  especially  the  mechanical  drawing  and  tracing,  in- 
troduced this  3'car  for  the  first  time.  Experimental  work  was  begun 
in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  in  a  simple  form  and  it  has  met 
the  approval  of  teachers  and  pupils. 

The  congestion  in  the  high  school  still  presents  the  most  difficult 
problem  and  even  the  double  shift  will  soon  be  inadequate  to  handle 
the  matter.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  necessary  bond  issue  in  the 
fall  will  bring  us  the  needed  relief. 

A  new  salary  schedule  goes  into  effect  that  will  materially  increase 
the  salaries  of  the  teachers  and  should  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
force. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  cordial  support  that  I  have  re- 
ceived from  all  the  forces  working  in  the  cause  of  education,  which 
has  made  my  second  year  a  busy  but  pleasant  one. 


MIDDLETOWN— H.  J.  Wickey. 


There  were  not  many  innovations  in  our  schools  during  the  past 
year.  The  interest  of  the  schools  was  well  sustained  throughout 
the  year  and  reached  its  climax  near  the  close  of  the  school  term 
when  about  1,000  people  visited  the  display  of  school  work  in  the 
high  school  building.  On  exhibition  were  the  note  book  work  in 
physics,  chemistry  and  botany  by  the  high  school;  drawing  by  all 
the  grades;  reed  and  raffia  work  by  the  second,  third  and  fourth 
grades;  and  wood  work  and  needle  work  by  the  fifth  and  sixth 
grades.  Suitable  prizes  were  awarded  for  portions  of  this  work  by 
the  Mothers'  Congress  Circle. 

The  victrola  is  gradually  finding  a  place  in  our  schools.  The  high 
school  is  the  possessor  of  a  fine  instrument,  the  gift  of  the  senior 
class.  The  teachers  of  the  Susquehanna  building  through  a  series 
of  Friday  afternoon  entertainments  raised  a  fund  of  $100  which  was 
used  to  purchase  a  victrola  and  records  for  the  building.    As  a  clos- 
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ing  entertainment  the  grammar  school  gave  a  play,  the  proceeds  of 
which  will  be  used  to  purchase  an  instrument  for  the  grammar 
school  building. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,268  an  increase  of  151  over  the 
previous  year.  The  enrollment  in  the  upper  grades  of  the  schools  is 
gradually  increasing.  Twenty  were  graduated  from  the  high  school 
and  50  promoted  to  the  high  school.  A  class  of  50  was  promoted 
from  the  grammar  school  and  a  class  of  105  promoted  to  the  gram- 
mar school.  Additional  teachers  will  be  needed  in  these  upper 
grades. 

The  establishment  of  a  continuation  school  was  an  interesting  fea- 
ture of  the  year.  We  found  81  boys  and  girls  working  in  the  fac- 
tories who  came  under  the  new  Child  Labor  Law.  Twenty-five  of 
these  were  non-residents.  These  81  children  were  divided  into  five 
groups,  each  group  attending  school  a  full  week  of  five  days,  eight 
hours  per  day,  and  then  working  continuously  for  a  period  of  four 
weeks  when  in  turn  the}7  return  to  school.  This  five  day  plan  seemed 
to  work  well  and  gave  the  teacher  a  better  opportunity  to  fasten 
some  things  than  by  the  "day  a  week"  plan.  We  are  glad  to  report 
that  many  of  the  boys  and  girls  enjoyed  the  work  of  the  school  and 
a  few  attended  school  a  few  days  after  having  reached  the  age  of  16. 
It  seems  that  the  time,  eight  hours  per  clay,  is  too  long  and  too 
fatiguing  to  both  teacher  and  pupils.  The  matter  of  taking  care  of 
the  non-resident  child  laborer  in  the  continuation  school  without 
the  resident  district  paying  tuition  seems  unfair. 

With  industrial  conditions  better  than  for  many  years,  with  every 
available  house  occupied,  the  outlook  is  good  and  we  expect  a  banner 
school  vear. 


MILTON— Wallace  W.  Fetzer. 


While  the  work  in  our  schools  was  exceptionally  well  done,  we  are 
constantly  endeavoring  to  add  to  their  efficiency.  The  teachers  have 
worked  faithfully  and  well,  and  the  people  have  been  loyal  and 
considerate. 

The  interest  of  the  pupils  was  keen  and  the  attendance  splendid. 
We  passed  through  an  epidemic  of  "grip"  which  reduced  our  per- 
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centage  of  attendance.    At  one  time  eighteen  per  cent,  of  our  pupils 
were  absent  sick. 

We  believe  the  new  buildings  helped  to  increase  our  efficiency.  We 
were  able  to  do  better  grading,  to  classify  the  children  in  buildings 
nearer  their  homes  and  to  materially  add  to  their  comfort. 

The  few  changes  in  the  course  in  the  high  school  has  brought  about 
better  results  than  we  had  anticipated.  The  general  efficiency  in 
the  work  in  typewriting  increased  23%  over  last  year's  work.  This 
we  consider  was  partly  due  to  our  concentrating  on  this  work  during 
the  last  two  years  of  the  course. 

We  opened  a  continuation  school  on  January  3  and  continued  in 
session  until  the  close  of  our  regular  term.  This  school  had  an 
average  attendance  of  twenty-seven  pupils.  The  majority  of  the 
pupils  in  this  school  had  left  our  schools  some  time  before  because 
they  did  not  like  to  attend  school  and  took  no  interest  in  the  work. 
They  resented  being  compelled  to  return  to  school  and  welcomed  the 
day  when  they  reached  the  age  when  they  could  not  be  compelled 
to  go.  Those  who  were  compelled  to  leave  school  out  of  necessity 
manifested  an  interest  and  tried  to  get  some  good  out  of  the  time 
spent  in  school. 

We  had  a  very  successful  year  in  our  course  in  music.  This  was 
in  charge  of  Professor  Stolz  of  Bucknell  University.  He  had  under 
his  direction  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  normal  training  course 
in  music  from  the  above  named  institution.  The  course  was  well 
planned  and  carried  out.  Mr.  Stolz  personally  conducted  the  music 
in  the  high  school.  A  few  musical  instruments  were  purchased  for 
the  high  school  orchestra  and  the  Central  grammar  purchased  a  new 
piano. 

A  class  of  fifteen  boys  and  twenty-nine  girls  graduated  from  our 
high  school.  Of  this  number  thirty  per  cent,  have  signified  their 
intention  of  attending  other  institutions  of  learning.  All  gradu- 
ates from  the  commercial  course  who  were  willing  to  accept  posi- 
tions had  offers  immediately  upon  graduation. 

As  in  the  past  the  Parent-Teachers'  Association  comes  in  for  their 
share  of  approval  for  their  excellent  support  and  help.  During  the 
year  a  social  center  was  organized.  Considerable  work  was  done 
but  the  intent  and  purpose  of  the  club  is  not  thoroughly  understood 
by  the  people. 

Thanks  are  dne  directors,  principals,  teachers  and  patrons  for 
their  co-operation  in  endeavoring  to  teach  the  children  the  advantages 
of  education. 
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MINEESVILLE— Charles  E.  Roudabush. 


In  submitting  my  first  report  as  superintendent  of  the  schools  of 
Minersville,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  kindness  and  willing  support 
accorded  me  by  the  teaching  force  and  the  community. 

On  June  9th  we  graduated  from  our  high  school  a  class  of  forty- 
four,  the  second  largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  school.  The  work 
of  the  high  school  this  year,  considering  the  fact  that  we  had  an 
entire  new  faculty  with  one  exception  was  of  a  very  high  order. 
Some  improvements  in  the  requirements  and  course  of  study  have 
been  made.  Perhaps  the  most  important  of  which  is  requiring  prac- 
tice in  public  speech  of  every  high  school  pupil.  The  high  school  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety-six  was  divided  into  five  groups  and  each 
group  under  the  direction  of  a  teacher  rendered  a  program  every  two 
weeks.    All  pupils  manifested  great  interest  in  these  exercises. 

Our  schools  are  congested.  We  expect  to  add  four  teachers  to 
our  corps  next  year  and  in  order  to  do  this  it  will  be  necessary  to 
put  eight  rooms  on  half  time.  We  are  in  need  of  a  new  building  for 
which  the  loan  has  already  been  voted  upon  and  carried.  The  bor- 
rowing power  of  our  Board  however  will  not  furnish  enough  to 
build  for  our  needs. 

Our  schools  are  in  good  condition.  It  is  our  hope  however  to 
make  improvements.  We  expect  to  clearly  outline  the  minimum 
essentials  in  each  subject  and  to  introduce  into  the  schools  more 
business  efficiency. 

Our  percentage  of  attendance  was  high.  Ninety-seven  per  cent, 
of  our  pupils  were  promoted  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

All  of  the  teachers  of  the  past  year  were  applicants  for  their 
positions  and  all  have  been  re-elected. 

As  a  whole  the  school  year  has  been  a  very  pleasant  and  successful 
one  and  I  am  very  hopeful  in  regard  to  the  future  of  the  schools  en- 
trusted to  my  care. 


MONESSEN— H.  E.  Gress. 


We  closed  a  very  successful  school  year  June  1st  by  graduat- 
ing from  our  high  school  a  class  of  33.  In  the  class  there  were  15 
boys  and  18  girls.  The  total  enrollment  of  all  the  schools  increased 
from  3,028  to  3,424  during  the  year. 


312  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.    Doc. 

During  the  past  year  quite  a  number  of  changes  in  the  course  of 
study  have  been  made.  There  have  been  added  a  four  years'  commer- 
cial course,  a  course  in  mechanical  drawing,  and  considerable  more 
work  has  been  done  in  manual  training.  A  household  arts  course 
has  been  added  giving  the  girls  both  sewing  and  cooking.  Plans  for 
the  coming  year  have  been  made  to  increase  the  work  in  household 
arts.  Two  teachers  have  been  employed  and  the  course  will  be  ar- 
ranged according  to  State  requirements  in  order  that  State  aid  may 
be  secured. 

During  every  afternoon,  classes  in  calisthenics  and  gymnastics 
were  conducted  in  the  gymnasium.  A  supervisor  has  been  employed 
who  will  devote  all  of  his  time  to  this  work.  Part  of  his  time  will  be 
spent  in  planning  and  supervising  the  work  for  teachers  of  the  lower 
grades,  and  the  other  part  in  conducting  classes  in  the  gymnasium 
for  the  pupils  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  and  the  high  school. 

The  library  room  has  been  fitted  up  with  stacks,  library  tables, 
library  chairs  and  magazine  and  newspaper  racks.  There  were  about 
600  volumes  added  to  the  library  during  the  year. 

About  |500  worth  of  pictures  were  bought  for  the  different  school 
buildings.  The  money  for  these  pictures  was  obtained  by  having 
the  Elson  art  exhibit  and  by  entertainments  given  by  the  school 
children  under  the  direction  of  the  teachers. 

A  victrola  was*  bought  for  each  of  our  grade  buildings.  Much  use 
of  these  victrolas  was  made,  especially  by  the  primary  teachers,  for 
the  purpose  of  teaching  marching  and  folk-dancing. 

A  university  extension  course  was  given  again  this  year  by  Dr. 
T.  J,  Kirby  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  All  of  the  teachers 
attended  these  lectures  and  twenty-six  took  the  examination  at  the 
close  of  the  course  and  received  credit. 

A  night  school  was  conducted  two  nights  a  week  for  twenty  weeks. 
Two  hundred  and  sixty  enrolled.  There  were  courses  in  the  com- 
mercial subjcts,  mechanical  drawing,  domestic  science,  algebra, 
geometry,  English,  history  and  community  civics,  reading,  writing, 
spelling,  and  arithmetic.  Emphasis  was  placed  on  the  preparation 
of  aliens  for  citizenship. 

A  wider  use  of  the  high  school  building  was  made.  In  addition 
to  the  night  school,  the  library  was  open  two  nights  each  week  from 
7  o'clock  to  9  o'clock.  The  gymnasium  was  used  almost  every  night 
in  the  week  by  some  organization  in  the  town,  and  the  auditorium 
was  used  quite  frequently  by  the  public. 
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MONONGAHELA  CITY— TCenwick  G.  Dean. 


The  schools  of  Monongahela  City  have  been  open  for  nine  months, 
beginning  August  30,  1915,  and  closing  May  24th,  191 G. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  term  our  attendance  was  very  regular, 
but  during  the  month  of  January  it  suffered  greatly  on  account  of 
an  epidemic  of  grippe,  and  during  the  months  of  March  and  April 
on  account  of  measles  and  mumps.  The  epidemic  of  measles  was 
particularly  hard  on  our  attendance. 

Our  schools  were  well  organized  and  did  good  work  during  the 
term  and  succeeded  in  promoting  a  high  percentage  of  pupils.  The 
spirit  of  co-operation  was  manifest  among  the  teachers  and  produced 
good  results. 

During  the  term  we  enrolled  1,919  pupils,  the  largest  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  schools,  and  our  graduating  class  from  the  high  schbol 
class  was  the  largest  in  its  history. 

During  the  year  our  high  school  under  the  direction  of  the  music 
instructor,  Miss  MacFarland,  put  on  an  operetta  for  two  nights  and 
with  the  proceeds  purchased  victrolas  for  our  schools. 

During  the  year  our  Board  of  Education  has  made  plans  for  and 
commenced  the  building  of  a  new  school  building  in  the  Second 
ward  of  the  city.  This  will  relieve  a  crowded  condition  that  has 
existed  since  parting  with  the  old  school  building,  which  was  erected 
in  1852,  and  which  was  sold  with  the  site  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment.   On  this  site  a  new  postoffice  will  be  built. 

Our  teachers  met  with  the  teachers  of  Charleroi  and  Donora  in  a 
tri-district  teachers'  institute  at  Donora.  The  institute  was  helpful 
to  the  teachers  and  inspired  them  to  their  best  efforts  during  the 
term. 

During  the  term  we  maintained  a  series  of  lectures  to  the  teach- 
ers by  prominent  instructors  and  it  resulted  in  great  benefit  to  the 
teachers. 
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MOUNT  CARMKL— Samuel  H.  Dean. 


The  school  term  for  1914  and  1915  closed  Friday,  May  26.  As 
usual,  we  have  been  trying  to  do  the  work  of  ten  months  in  nine 
months.  Having  a  corps  of  strong  teachers  excellent  results  have 
been  reached  in  spite  of  the  epidemic  of  la  grippe  and  measles. 

Our  high  school  felt  very  greatly  the  loss  of  two  of  its  best  teach- 
ers. Mr.  Smigelski,  the  teacher  of  mathematics,  went  to  the  normal 
school  at  Ada,  Oklahoma,  and  Miss  Houghton,  our  teacher  of  Latin 
and  German,  married  the  secretary  of  our  School  Board. 

The  new  courses  in  the  high  school  necessitate  the  addition  of 
more  teachers.  The  thorough  four-year  commercial  course  gives  a 
diploma  and  the  special  two-year  course  receives  a  certificate. 

Pupils  in  the  general  culture  course  may  substitute  for  the  first 
two  years  of  Latin  a  strong  bookkeeping  course  of  two  years.  The 
thi^d  and  fourth  years  they  may  substitute  two  years  of  German. 
They  may  also  instead  of  the  last  two  years  of  advanced  mathe- 
matics, take  stenography  and  typewriting.  This  makes  it  possible 
for  those  wishing  to  get  the  most  practical  part  of  the  general  cul- 
ture course  to  do  so  and  at  the  same  time  to  fit  to  earn  a  living 
if  they  wish  to. 

Most  of  the  graduates  of  the  senior  class,  38  in  number,  will  go 
away  to  college  or  normal  schools. 

There  were  122  in  our  continuation  school.  Miss  Dougherty,  a 
normal  school  graduate,  and  one  who  had  taken  the  State's  special 
training  taught  the  pupils  who  worked  in  the  borough.  Those  work- 
ing outside  of  the  borough  were  provided  for  by  the  township  school. 
Those  employing  the  pupils  gave  us  hearty  co-operation  so  that  we 
could  arrange  them  in  groups  for  each  day  of  the  week.  A  day  of 
eight  hours  was  rather  long  for  the  teacher  but  she  is  living  yet. 

Our  night  schools  are  doing  splendid  work.  They  are  getting  to 
be  so  popular  that  we  now  have  seven  teachers.  One  teacher  had  a 
room  full  of  grown  men  learning  the  English  language.  Another 
room  was  devoted  to  mining  instruction.  The  other  five  could  so 
classify  the  children  and  grown  people  that  fine  work  was  accom- 
plished. One  of  the  most  interesting  things  connected  with  the  night 
school  is  the  attendance  of  grown  women  who  are  learning  to  read 
and  becoming  acquainted  with  the  English  language. 

Our  night  schools  are  taught  by  our  day  school  teachers  because 
we  cannot  get  others  who  will  do  as  well  as  the  day  teachers.  The 
mining  class  is  taught  by  a  graduate  of  our  high  school  who  has 
been  a  practical  miner  for  ten  years. 
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NANTICOKE— Alton   P.   Diffendafer. 


Our  school  year  ending  June,  1916,  was  not  unlike  the  previous 
years.  In  was  a  year  of  patient,  steady,  quiet  work.  As  the  year 
drew  near  its  close,  many  teachers  remarked  that  it  was  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  within  their  memory.  One  cause  for  its  being  a  de- 
lightful year  was  the  hearty  response  of  the  teachers  to  the  appeal 
to  make  this  year  one  noted  for  the  quality  of  the  work  done. 

New  High  School  Completed. 
Nanticoke  is  proud  of  the  fact  that  it  is  now  using  one  of  the 
finest  high  school  buildings  in  the  State.  At  a  cost  approximating 
$250,000,  the  School  Board  has  erected  a  building  that  is  well  suited 
in  every  way  to  care  for  the  high  school  and  grammar  schools  for 
many  years.  In  addition  to  the  usual  rooms,  the  building  contains 
a  large  auditorium  and  gymnasium.  These  were  largely  used  during 
the  winter.  The  auditorium  seating  one  thousand  persons  made  it 
possible  for  us  to  have  a  large  number  of  community  meetings  to 
which  every  person  was  invited.  The  meetings  were  attended  by 
all  nationalites  and  creeds.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  Governor 
Martin  G.  Brumbaugh,  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Hon.  John  G.  Westcott, 
of  New  Jersey;  Hon.  Wesley  L.  Jones,  United  States  Senator  from 
Washington,  Hon.  Michael  J.  Byan  of  Philadelphia  and  others. 
These  men  who  are  intensely  interested  in  the  great  civic  move- 
ments of  the  present  brought  to  us  in  their  addresses  information 
and  inspiration  that  was  of  the  highest  value.  It  is  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  citizens  of  this  borough  that  our  Board  showed  great 
wisdom  when  they  provided  a  place  where  great  community  meetings 
like  these  can  be  held. 

Playgrounds. 
In  the  spring  of  1915,  a  movement  was  started  by  a  number  of 
the  men  connected  with  our  educational  system  to  provide  play- 
grounds for  our  children.  A  sj^stematic  canvas  of  our  town  was 
made  and  almost  one  thousand  dollars  was  contributed  to  purchase 
playground  apparatus.  Many  men  who  were  unable  to  contribute 
money  cheerfully  gave  their  time  and  labor  in  preparing  the  play- 
ground and  erecting  the  apparatus.  The  D.,  L.  &  W.  Coal  Company 
leased  to  us  a  plot  of  ground  containing  two  acres  adjacent  to  our 
Lincoln  school  field.  On  this  plot  was  erected  the  latest  and  most 
improved  kinds  of  playground  apparatus.    The  results  obtained  from 
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the  use  of  this  first  playground  were  so  beneficial  that  it  was  de- 
termined to  extend  them.  The  School  Board  and  the  town  council 
have  now  assumed  the  responsibility  for  caring  for  the  playgrounds 
and  extending  them,  each  assuming  one-half  of  the  expense,  but  leav- 
ing the  management  of  the  playgrounds  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
School  Board.  New  apparatus  is  now  being  installed  in  the  school 
playgrounds  that  have  hitherto  been  closed  from  June  to  September. 

Medical  Inspection. 
The  attention  that  has  been  given  to  the  health  of  our  pupils  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years  is  noticeable  in  the  increased  activity  in  the 
school  room.  We  have  demonstrated  the  fact  that  pupils  need  much 
more  fresh  air  than  they  usually  get  even  with  our  most  improved 
ventilating  plants.  The  simple  expedient  of  throwing  wide  open 
the  windows  once  or  twice  each  session  and  flooding  the  room  with 
fresh  air  has  quickened  many  rooms  that  were  dull  and  sluggish,  and 
has  saved  many  pupils  from  missing  their  grades  at  the  end  of  the 
term.  Another  fact  that  has  impressed  itself  upon  our  teachers  is 
the  great  value  of  circumscision  to  many  pupils.  Pupils  who  were 
nervous  and  irritable  unable  to  accommodate  themselves  to  the  rou- 
tine of  the  class  and  were  apt  to  be  boisterous  on  the  playground, 
have  shown  a  marvelous  transformation  after  this  simple  operation. 
Boys  who  were  formerly  classified  as  bad  boys  have  become  well  be- 
haved boys.  Special  attention  has  been  given  to  phymosis,  adenoids 
and  tuberculosis  by  our  medical  examiner  and  the  results  have  been 
helpful. 

Evening  Schools. 
Our  evening  schools  assumed  a  proportion  this  past  year  that 
would  have  been  undreamed  of  a  few  years  ago.  Six  hundred  sixty- 
six  pupils  were  enrolled  in  the  classes  for  men,  and  395  in  the  classes 
for  women.  Twenty-nine  teachers  were  employed  for  this  work. 
Two  special  classes  were  organized  for  foreign  speaking  men.  We 
made  an  investigation  of  the  value  of  the  evening  classes  to  the  men 
and  in  the  mining  class  we  discovered  that  practically  eveiy  man 
wTho  has  taken  the  course  has  had  his  wages  increased  from  twenty 
to  forty  per  cent,  on  account  of  the  work  accomplished. 

Continuation  Schools. 
When  the  new  child  labor  law  became  effective  on  January  first, 
three  schools  were  opened  for  the  boys  employed  about  the  collieries 
and  the  girls  employed  in  the  factories.  Two  of  these  schools  were 
held  in  the  regular  school  buildings,  and  one  wTas  held  in  a  small 
building  loaned  to  us  by  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  Railroad  Company  that 
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was  adjacent  to  the  Auchincloss  colliery.  It  is  gratifying  to  report 
that  the  coal  companies  were  very  anxious  to  do  all  they  could  to 
help  make  th£  law  work  out  smoothly.  We  had  their  co-operation 
at  every  point.  The  special  courses  suggested  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment were  followed,  and  proved  helpful. 

The  Regular  Work. 
While  very  much  attention  was  given  to  these  special  activities,  the 
regular  work  of  the  grades  was  not  omitted.  We  are  old-fashioned 
enough  to  believe  that  the  fundamental  school  studies  are  the  most 
important  of  all  and  that  no  work  can  be  counted  permanent  that 
does  not  insist  upon  thoroughness  in  the  grades.  Language,  arith- 
metic, geography,  history  are  basic  studies  in  all  grades  and  schools 
and  we  feel  that  we  may  never  neglect  these,  and  our  teachers  take 
pride  in  pointing  to  the  efficiency  of  our  pupils  in  these  standard 
subjects.  Much  of  the  success  of  our  work  along  this  line  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  we  have  all  trained  teachers.  With  the  exception  of 
our  substitute  teachers,  who  are  all  high  school  graduates,  all  the 
teachers  are  graduates  of  a  normal  school  or  a  college.  Their  prep- 
aration, first  in  our  high  school  and  then  in  the  normal  school  or 
college,  makes  it  possible  for  them  to  do  work  of  the  highest  grade. 


NEW  BRIGHTON— Floyd  Atwell. 


In  my  last  year's  report  I  mentioned  the  policy  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  New  Brighton  public  schools  in  insisting  on  the  pro- 
fessional improvement  of  teachers  to  retain  their  positions  as  teach- 
ers in  the  school.  Many  of  our  teachers  are  again  responding  loyally 
to  this  requirement  in  the  fact  that  fifteen  of  them  are  at  present 
taking  courses  in  the  well  recognized  summer  schools  of  the  State. 
Several  of  these  who  are  now  teaching  on  a  professional  certificate 
will  soon  have  earned  a  permanent  State  certificate.  Thirty-six  of 
our  last  year's  teachers  held  State  certificates  and  ten  held  profes- 
sionals. 

During  the  summer  of  1915  a  great  many  of  our  boys  and  girls 
did  gardening  under  the  encouragement  and  direction  of  the  schools. 
During  September  of  last  school  year  an  exhibit  of  the  products 
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they  had  grown  was  held  in  the  Central  school  building.  The  in- 
terest in  this  exhibit  and  in  the  products  displayed  surpassed  all 
expectations.  At  the  time  of  the  exhibit  about  one  hundred  dollars' 
worth  of  vegetables  had  been  sold  for  cash,  which  represented  only 
a  small  part  of  the  actual  value  of  their  entire  crop.  Ten  prizes 
were  given  to  the  ones  having  the  best  exhibits.  Early  last  spring 
the  work  was  taken  up  again  to  be  carried  on  during  this  summer. 
Through  the  efforts  and  interest  of  our  Congressman,  Honorable  H. 
W.  Temple,  about  fifteen  hundred  packages  of  vegetables  and  flower 
seeds  were  procured  from  the  Agricultural  Department  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  and  distributed  among  the  children  of  the  school.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  free  distribution  of  seeds  and  the  success  of  last 
year's  efforts  will  be  an  incentive  leading  to  still  greater  results 
when  this  year's  exhibit  is  given. 

At  the  opening  of  last  school  term  our  seventh  and  eighth  grades 
were  organized  on  the  departmental  plan  and  although  we  were 
handicapped  by  having  one  division  with  four  teachers  working  in 
the  Fourth  Ward  building  and  another  division  with  two  teachers 
working  in  the  Central  building,  yet  we  are  certain  that  better  work 
was  accomplished  than  in  former  years  under  the  old  plan.  Even 
better  results  should  be  expected  as  the  work  develops  under  the 
new  organization. 

During  last  summer  a  basement  room  in  the  Central  building  that 
had  formerly  been  a  junk  room  converted  into  a  domestic  science 
room  and  an  equipment  installed  which  compares  favorably  with 
that  of  any  district  in  this  section  of  the  State.  The  introduction 
of  domestic  science  at  the  beginning  of  last  year's  work  doubtless 
provided  a  line  of  instruction  that  will  be  most  practical  in  value 
to  all  of  our  girls  after  they  have  completed  their  career  as  pupils 
of  the  public  schools.  One  hundred  ninety  girls  of  the  upper  grades 
and  the  high  school  were  enrolled  in  the  sewing  classes  and  one  hun- 
dred ten  were  enrolled  in  the  cooking  classes. 

The  introduction  of  domestic  science  for  the  girls  of  the  seventh 
and  eighth  grades  made  it  almost  imperative  that  some  industrial 
work  be  provided  for  the  boys  of  the  same  grades.  To  meet  this  de- 
mand manual  training  was  introduced  for  the  boys  of  these  two 
grades  and  after  the  mid-year  promotions  it  was  extended  to  include 
the  B  freshman  high  school  class.  About  one  hundred  fifty  boys 
were  enrolled  in  the  manual  training  classes.  The  work  of  these 
two  departments  was  very  effective  in  holding  the  interest  of  the 
boys  and  girls  at  this  most  critical  period  in  their  age  when  many 
of  them  are  inclined  to  leave  school,  only  to  regret  it  in  a  very  few 
years.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  it  was  very  much  appreciated  by 
the  patrons  of  the  district. 
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Complying  with  Act  No.  177  of  the  last  Legislature,  a  continuation 
school  approved  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
was  organized  on  January  3,  1916,  with  a  total  enrollment  of  twenty- 
six  pupils,  however,  not  more  than  sixteen  were  enrolled  at  any  one 
time.  The  work  was  carried  on  with  fair  success,  but  time  is  neces- 
sary in  New  Brighton,  as  in  other  districts  of  the  State,  to  definitely 
solve  the  problems  that  arise  in  connection  with  this  new  depart- 
ment. 

An  evening  school  for  minors  over  sixteen  years  of  age  and  for 
adults  was  conducted  for  thirteen  weeks  during  the  winter  months, 
being  in  session  three  evenings  each  week.  Algebra,  arithmetic,  writ- 
ing, spelling  and  English  were  taught.  Sixty-five  men  and  twelve 
women  were  enrolled.  Some  came,  attracted  by  the  novelty  of  the 
work,  and  soon  dropped  out  when  they  realized  that  sacrifice  and 
hard  work  were  essential  requisites  for  doing  evening  school  work. 
However,  a  good  number  of  those  who  enrolled  came  with  the  work- 
ing attitude,  hoping  to  better  fit  themselves  for  meeting  the  difficul- 
ties of  life  that  they  were  facing  each  day.  They  attended  faithfully 
till  the  school  closed  and  did  excellent  work. 

During  October  of  last  year  we  had  the  Elson  art  exhibit  in  the 
schools  during  a  period  of  four  days.  This  exhibit  was  very  much 
appreciated  by  two  thousand  different  persons  who  saw  it  and  the 
educational  value  of  it  to  pupils  and  patrons  of  the  district  can 
ha  idly  be  overestimated.  The  financial  returns  were  very  encourag- 
ing and  were  expended  in  buying  pictures  for  the  walls  of  the  school 
rooms. 

The  annual  exhibit  of  our  school  work  was  held  on  May  6th.  The 
manual  training,  domestic  science  and  continuation  schools  were 
new  features  and  attracted  much  attention.  In  the  domestic  science 
and  manual  training  departments  actual  class  work  was  carried  on 
during  the  evening  hours.  Fully  twenty-five  hundred  people  were 
in  attendance  and  viewed  the  exhibit. 


NEW  CASTLE— Geo.  A.  Dickson. 


Enrollment. 
The  total  enrollment  of  different  pupils  for  the  year  was  7,555, 
an  increase  of  405  over  the  enrollment  of  last  year.    An  increase  in 
our  census  enrollment  of  above  500  indicates  a  correspondingly  in- 
21 
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creased  enrollment  of  1916-17.  The  enormously  increased  activity 
of  the  iron  and  steel,  tin-plate  and  cement  industries  is  bringing  large 
additions  to  our  population. 


Promotions. 

In  the  elementary  schools  5,184  children  are  on  the  reports  for 
the  final  month.  Of  these,  4,458  were  unqualifiedly  promoted  to  the 
next  grade.  This  per  cent,  is  the  same  as  for  last  year.  262,  or  4.3% 
were  recommended  for  summer  school.  The  remainder,  around  10% 
were  retained,  a  reduction  of  107  children. 

Summer'  Elementary  School. 

A  summer  school  of  six  weeks  has  been  conducted  for  four  years, 
for  the  purpose"  of  "coaching"  children  who,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
respective  principals,  would  thus  be  able  to  do  the  work  of  the  grade 
to  which  they  should  have  been  promoted.  The  question  is  asked: 
Does  it  accomplish  anything?  In  the  summer  of  1915,  one  hundred 
and  fifty-one  children  were  enrolled.  One  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
remained  to  the  close.  Of  those  who  were  put  into  an  advanced  grade 
last  September  as  a  result  of  attendance  upon  summer  school,  one 
hundred  and  eight  were  promoted  to  the  next  following  grade  this 
June;  twelve  were  promoted  conditionally,  and  eighteen  were  retained. 
Thus  one  hundred  and  eight  children  gained  a  year  at  school, 
at  a  saving  to  the  district  for  re-teaching  of  above  f 3,500.  The  total 
cost  of  the  summer  school  was  |650.  This  year  any  pupil  having 
marks  between  65%  and  70%,  may  attend,  also  exceptionally  able 
pupils  who  are  recommended,  may  undertake  to  make  up  a  year  and 
"skip"  a  grade.  Two  hundred  and  sixty  are  now  in  attendance  with 
nine  teachers. 

Repeaters. 

A  census  of  repeaters,  children  spending  two  or  more  years  in 
the  same  grade,  was  made  during  the  seventh  month  of  school.  5,S50 
children  were  surveyed  in  1915,  of  whom  956,  or  16.3%,  were  repeaters. 
6,211  chilren  were  surveyed  in  1916,  of  whom  788,  or  12.7%,  were 
repeaters.  This  represents  a  decrease  of  3.8%  with  an  increase  of 
361  in  the  total  number  of  children.  It  is  planned  to  extend  this 
investigation  into  the  high  school,  particularly  dealing  with  with- 
drawals in  the  ninth  grade,  and  with  failures  by  semesters  and  sub- 
jects. The  writer  is  aware  of  no  such  investigation  covering  a  term 
of  years,  and  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  accumulation  of  such  data 
from  several  hundred  high  schools  would  have  large  value. 
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The  repeaters  by  grades  were  as  follows: 

Repeating  First  Year. 

Grade  1,    164 

Grade  2,    97 

Grade  3,    90 

Grade  4,    97 

Grade  5,   88 

Grade  6,    52 

Grade  7,   70 

Grade  8 18 

Repeating  Second  Year. 

Grade  1,  14 

Grade  2,  14 

Grade  3,  18 

Grade  4,  10 

Grade  5,  '. 12 

Grade  6,  7 

Grade  7,  7 

Grade  8,  2 

Twenty-two  are  in  the  same  grade  for  the  third  year,  and  four 
for  the  fourth  year.  The  probabilities  are  that  these  need  a  special 
school. 

The  School  Savings  System. 
The  School  Savings  System  has  prospered,  and  is  in  operation  in 
almost  all  the  elementary  schools,  with  above  1,700  depositors,  and 
deposits  of  |5,607.65.  The  system  is  simple,  requires  but  little  time 
of  the  school  force,  collections  being  made  by  the  bank,  and  is  popular 
with  both  children  and  patrons.  The  moral  value  of  "Thrift"  is 
greater  than  its  economic  value. 

The  Night  School. 
The  night  school  was  opened  in  October  continuing  until  in  March. 
The  attendance  was  lower  than  for  last  year  and  fell  off  very  much. 
The  reason  for  this  was  the  tremendous  industrial  activity  of  1915-16 
over  that  of  1914-15.  Hard  work  in  a  steel  mill  and  pursuit  of 
learning  do  not  most  successfully  go  hand  in  hand.  A  vocational 
survey  is  promised  us  next  September. 

The  Continuation  School. 
The  Continuation  School  enrolled  52  different  pupils,  36  boys  and 
16  girls,  representing  14  different  industries.     Results  were  fairly 
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satisfactory.    Some  employers  balked  and  others  refused  employment 
but  in  general,  tbe  law  had  a  fair  trial. 

The  average  age  by  grades  for  1915-16  ran  as  follows: 

Grade  1, 6.2 

Grade  2, 7.8 

Grade  3, 9.1 

Grade  4,  10.3 

Grade  5, 11.1 

Grade  6, 12 

Grade  7, 13.2 

Grade  8,  14.3 

The  medical  inspector  reported  4,347  defects,  representing  6,887 
different  children. 

Hearing,    50 

Brqathing,    121 

Tonsils,    1,118 

Vision,  809 

Teeth, 2,249 

2,067  of  these  cases  are  the  teeth  of  children  between  six  and 
twelve  years  inclusive. 

The  elementary  course  of  study  has  been  worked  over  during  the 
two  preceding  years  and  the  revisions  partly  put  to  work.  Elimina- 
tions in  arithmetic,  formal  grammar,  and  geography  have  been  put 
into  operation.  It  is  planned  to  have  the  outlines  of  instruction 
printed  by  September.  An  investigation  of  formal  grammar  has 
been  conducted  for  two  years.  The  writer  is  convinced  that  people 
do  not  learn  correct  speech  by  means  of  standard  technical  grammar. 
An  outline  of  directions  for  instruction  in  high  school  is  planned. 
Spelling  and  spelling  books  will  be  investigated  during  the  coming 
year. 

The  high  school  enrollment  reached  about  900  different  pupils. 
115  were  graduated  from  the  academic  department  and  46  from  the 
short  commercial  course  of  two  years.  There  are  in  the  6th,  7th, 
8th  and  9th  grades  2,200  children  who  are  candidates  for  high  school 
by  September,  1919.  This  growth  of  school  population  will  soon  over- 
tax the  high  school  building.  With  the  elementary  buildings  also 
crowded,  we  are  considering  the  possibilities  of  the  six-and-six  plan. 

The  board  has  adopted  the  departmental  idea,  and  as  feasible,  all 
the  schools  will  be  organized  and  taught  departmentally.  Two  units 
or  three  units  will  be  in  charge  of  as  many  teachers,  the  work  being 
divided  among  them  according  to  their  training  and  tastes. 
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All  grades  above  the  second  will  be  included.  We  have  had  excellent 
results  even  in  the  first  grade  where  the  division  was  on  reading  and 
a  bit  of  number  work  and  music,  drawing  and  nature-study. 

About  the  time  our  building  burned  last  year,  was  well  on  the  way 
to  completion,  another  was  almost  totally  destroyed  by  fire,  involving 
a  cost  of  |51,000  to  restore.  Our  city  has  had  disasters  to  school 
buildings  to  the  amount  of  around  $150,000  in  the  past  two  years. 

We  shall  have  the  Mahoning  school  building  completed  by  September 
and  the  Highland  Avenue  School  building  by  March.  An  addition 
to  the  Thaddeus  Stevens  School  was  planned  but  as  the  contracts  were 
twice  the  estimated  cost,  we  have  bought  portables  and  will  wait 
until  prices  are  lower. 


NEW  KENSINGTON— J.  E.  HERSHBERGER. 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  year  1915-1916,  we  feel  that  most 
commendable  progress  has  been  made  along  all  lines  of  work.  With 
a  competent  and  esthusiastic  corps  of  teachers,  a  progressive  board 
of  education,  and  a  helpful  public  sentiment,  we  had  every  reason 
to  expect  the  splendid  results  of  the  past  year. 

The  attendance  of  school  children  reached  its  highest  point  in 
years.  This  was  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  healthful  conditions 
of  the  buildings  and  closer  attention  to  every  day  hygiene.  At  no 
time  during  the  year  did  contagious  diseases  threaten  to  interfere 
with  school  work. 

During  the  year  the  board  of  education  provided  a  special  teacher 
to  teach  one  day  a  week  for  each  principal  of  the  three  wards,  thus 
giving  the  principal  that  clay  for  supervision.  The  other  two  days  of 
each  week  this  teacher  spent  in  coaching  backward  children.  This 
plan  has  proven  so  successful  that  it  will  be  continued  during  the 
next  year. 

The  Bennett  System  of  Penmanship  was  introduced  last  fall  and 
is  giving  excellent  results.  At  the  outset  all  the  grade  teachers  were 
required  to  take  up  and  study  the  system  under  Mr.  Lester.  This 
instruction  was  continued  throughout  the  year  and  will  be  continued 
until  the  teacher's  course  is  complete. 

Dr.  Mechlin  of  the  University  of  Pittsburg  gave  a  series  of  ten 
lectures  on   social  ethics.     These  were  free  to   both   teachers  and 
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the  public,  and  the  expense  was  borne  by  the  board  of  education.  The 
attendance  of  these  lectures  by  the  teachers  was  required. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  year,  both  regular 
grade  and  supervisor's  meetings.  Much  time  was  spent  in  the  study 
of  courses  of  study  and  standards  of  efficiency.  Jean  Mitchell's 
School  and  Leonard  and  Gertrude,  for  general  reading,  were  read  by 
all  the  grade  teachers. 

The  second  year  of  the  junior  high  school  in  operation  gave  us 
opportunity  to  correct  some  mistakes  that  were  made  in  the  previous 
year.  This  year  there  were  about  300  pupils  in  this  school  and  without 
exception  they  have  been  doing  much  better  work  than  in  former 
years.  The  pupils  in  this  school  have  a  choice  of  academic  or  com- 
mercial courses  while  all  the  boys  are  required  to  spend  at  least  two 
years  in  the  prevocational  courses. 

The  industrial  courses  in  the  senior  high  school  are  not  only  proving 
to  be  interesting  but  exceedingly  practicable.  The  courses  comprise 
three  years  work  in  the  school  shops  and  the  fourth  year  the  student 
is  required  to  spend  half  of  his  time  in  the  mills.  During  the  year 
the  boys  in  the  machinists'  and  pattern  courses  have  been  doing  much 
work  for  the  local  firms.  In  addition  to  this  the  school  is  now  making 
a  gasoline  engine  of  which  a  large  number  are  already  ordered  for 
the  coming  year.  The  boys  of  the  industrial  courses  have  done  much 
work  in  the  line  of  repairs  and  making  equipment.  Twenty  tables 
for  the  mechanical  drawing  room,  fifteen  work  benches  for  the  pattern 
shop,  twenty  tables  for  the  geography  room,  put  in  the  floors  for 
two  rooms  in  the  basement,  erected  two  partitions,  placed  the  electri- 
cal wiring  and  switches,  all  overhead  shafting,  made  approximately 
two  hundred  dollars  worth  of  special  tools  for  the  machine  shop,  a 
number  of  steel  gratings  for  light  wells,  and  various  other  types  of 
work.  All  this  has  a  money  value  of  over  $1,000.00.  With  the  trade 
work  the  allied  academic  subjects  are  taught  by  a  special  teacher. 

The  commercial  night  school  was  in  session  thirty  weeks  of  three 
evenings  each.  This  evening  school  is  growing  more  popular  each 
year  and  the  results  of  the  work  done  have  been  uniformly  successful. 
Late  in  the  year  a  school  was  opened  for  those  wishing  to  study  the 
common  branches.  This  course  will  have  a  large  number  of  young 
men  and  women  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  industrial  night  classes 
were  in  session  four  months  and  comprise  young  men  from  the  various 
departments  of  the  mills.  Blue  print  reading  and  making,  shop 
sketching,  and  mechanical  drawing  were  taught,  as  well  as  demon- 
strations given  on  the  various  machines  usually  found  in  a  modern 
machine  shop.  Instruction  was  given  in  the  steel  making  and  foundry 
work.  This  work  was  done  by  skilled  men  who  were  called  upon  to 
help  the  regular  instructors  in  the  industrial  work. 

Fear  was  expressed  by  many  that  the  industrial  courses,  both  of 
day  and  evening  sessions,  would  create  opposition  on  part  of  the 
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labor  unions,  but  the  opposite  is  the  case.  In  fact  the  labor  unions 
have  endorsed  the  courses  and  as  an  evidence  of  the  fact,  several  of  the 
local  officials  are  availing  themselves  of  these  courses. 

Recently  the  board  of  education  has  approved  the  household  arts 
course  for  the  coming  year  and  the  equipment  is  being  purchased 
and  placed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Thus  giving  the  girls  an  oppor- 
tunity for  other  lines  of  work  as  well  as  the  boys. 

Taking  all  things  into  consideration,  we  have  every  reason  to  an- 
ticipate even  a  more  successful  year  than  the  one  just  closed. 


NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP  (Luzerne  Co.)— Thomas  A.  Dixon. 


The  public  schools  of  Newport  Township,  closed  June  23,  1916. 
The  enrollment  of  pupils  for  the  past  year  was:  Boys,  1,333;  girls, 
1,195;  total,  12,528,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  2,002.  There 
were  sixty-three  teachers  in  charge  of  the  pupils  and  from  my  observa- 
tion in  the  classroom  and  periodic  tests  of  the  pupils  in  the  different 
grades,  I  feel  that  both  the  teachers  and  pupils  are  doing  excellent 
work. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  is  stringently  enforced  and  ir- 
regular attendance  gives  us  but  little  trouble,  as  is  shown  from  the 
fact  that  no  arrests  were  made  during  the  past  year.  This  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  promptness  and  determination  with  which  the 
school  authorities  act,  have  so  impressed  the  parents,  that  they  now 
realize,  that  irregular  attendnnce  of  pupils  shall  not  be  tolerated. 

The  district  annually  employs  a  medical  inspector,  who  regularly 
examines  the  pupils  and  the  buildings;  the  former  with  the  hope  of 
discovering  any  physical  defects,  disease  or  conditions  detrimental 
to  the  welfare  of  the  child  that  may  exist;  the  latter  with  the  hope 
of  keeping  the  buildings  in  a  sanitary  condition.  In  this  wise  the 
health  of  the  child  is  guarded  and  our  school  buildings  are  kept  in 
n  sanitary  condition  at  all  times. 

Each  month  there  is  held  a  teachers'  institute,  where  a  teacher  and 
a  class  assemble  and  perform  before  the  institute  the  work  that  is 
done  daily  in  the  classroom.  The  members  of  the  institute  may  ask 
questions  pertaining  to  the  work  and  the  teacher  in  charge  or  the 
superintendent  will  gladly  offer  elucidation.  As  a  result  the  teachers 
that  are  doing  splendid  work  feel  encouraged;  the  willing  but  in- 
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experienced  teachers  find  an  opportunity  of  becoming  more  efficient, 
while  these  teachers  that  have  been  in  a  rut  may  take  inspiration 
from  this  work  and  bend  their  energies  to  more  successful  teaching. 
At  this  institute  the  supervisors  of  writing,  music  and  drawing  criti- 
cize the  work  of  the  past  month  and  give  instructions  and  an  outline 
of  the  work  to  be  done  during  the  coming  month.  The  supervisors 
visit  each  class  weekly  and  in  this  manner  the  work  in  each  grade  is 
kept  efficient  and  uniform.  Occasionally  speakers  of  educational 
merit  address  the  institute  and  show  what  is  going  on  in  the  educa- 
tional line  in  other  school  districts,  with  the  result  that  our  teachers 
are  abreast  of  the  times. 

The  evening  schools  of  Newport  township  offer  a  grand  opportunity 
to  those  employed  during  the  day,  for  advancement.  The  courses 
offered  are:  1.  Elementary  classes  for  the  boys  and  girls  employed 
during  the  day.  2.  Elementary  classes  for  adult  foreigners,  learning 
English  and  citizenship.  3.  Vocational  schools,  embracing:  classes 
in  sewing;  classes  in  mining.  These  schools  have  been  a  great  benefit 
to  the  members  of  our  community  and  the  means  by  which  many  have 
improved  their  social  and  financial  conditions. 

The  commencement  exercises  were  held  at  the  Central  High  School 
building  June  22,  1916  and  marked  the  close  of  the  most  successful 
school  year  since  my  advent  to  the  school  district  of  Newport  town- 
ship, I  wish  to  thank  both  the  members  of  the  school  board  and  the 
teachers  for  the  co-operation  and  many  courtesies  extended  to  me  dur- 
ing the  past  year. 


NOERISTOWN— A.  S.  Martin. 


Four  thousand  two  hundred  and  nineteen  pupils  were  enrolled  dur- 
ing the  school  year  ending  July  1,  1916.  Of  this  number,  2,109  were 
males  and  2,110  were  females.  Three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
thirty- three  were  enrolled  in  the  elementary  schools  and  five  hundred 
and  eighty-six  in  the  high  school.  The  average  attendance  was  3,331. 
Eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pupils  were  admitted  during  the  school 
year.  Of  this  number,  491  were  beginners,  of  which  number  357 
were  admitted  in  September  and  134  in  February. 

Four  hundred  and  three  pupils  left  the  public  schools  during  the 
school  term.     Of  this  number,  91  graduated  from  the  high  school 
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courses;  95  left  cm  account  of  employment;  180  moved  from  the  dis 
trict;  and  37  for  other  reasons.  One  hundred  and  seventy-six  finished 
the  work  required  for  admission  to  the  high  school,  68  in  February 
and  108  in  June. 

One  hundred  and  ten  teachers  were  employed  of  whom  87  devoted 
all  their  time  to  the  elementary  schools,  IS  to  the  high  school,  and 
5  to  all  the  schools.  The  average  salary  of  the  elementary  teachers 
exclusive  of  the  principals  was  f 577.81;  of  the  high  school  teachers 
exclusive  of  the  principal,  $980.62;  and  the  average  salary  of  the 
principals  and  all  the  teachers  was  $701.13. 

The  night  school  was  maintained  two  evenings  a  week  during  twenty 
weeks.  The  sessions  were  two  hours  long.  Four  teachers  were  em- 
ployed. The  subjects  of  instruction  were  spelling,  reading,  writing, 
business  English,  business  arithmetic  and  mechanical  drawing.  The 
enrollment  was  95  and  the  average  attendance  was  55. 

A  continuation  school  was  established  in  February  and  continued 
during  the  remainder  of  the  school  term.  The  school  was  in  session 
eight  hours  on  each  of  the  five  school  days  of  the  week.  The  enroll- 
ment during  the  term  was  178.  The  attendance  on  the  diflerent  days 
of  the  week  ranged  from  33  to  38.  One  teacher  was  employed  at  a 
salary  of  $700. 

Three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five  examinations  were 
made  by  the  medical  inspectors.    The  results  follow : 

Defective  vision, 553 

Defective  hearing, 97 

Defective  teeth,  1,358 

Throat  and  nasal  defects, 425 

Other  defects, 257 

Total,   2,690 

The  school  savings  fund  which  was  introduced  into  the  district  in 
1890  shows  a  decided  increase  over  last  year.  The  amount  deposited 
since  the  inception  of  the  system  is  $266,123.58,  and  the  amount 
withdrawn  to  date,  $237,077.17.  The  amount  remaining  on  deposit 
July  1,  1916  is  $29,016.41.  The  amount  deposited  during  the  year 
ending  July  1,  1916  is  $13,466.08.  The  increase  in  the  total  amount 
on  deposit  on  July  1,  1916  over  that  on  deposit  on  July  1,  1915  is 
$2,574.69.  The  increase  in  the  amount  deposited  during  the  school 
year  ending  July  1,  1916  over  that  deposited  during  the  school  year 
ending  July  1,  1915  is  $3,839.09. 

Among  the  principal  influences  which  stimulated  teacher-improve- 
ment and  co-operation  of  the  various  factors  which  contribute  towards 
the  successful  operation  of  a  school  system  were  educational  meetings, 
parent-teachers   meetings,   university   and   college   courses,   monthly 
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lectures  on  current  problems  of  education  and  teacliers'  institutes. 
Forty-six  of  the  one  hundied  and  ten  teachers  were  enrolled  in  uni- 
versity and  college  classes  during  the  year.  These  teachers  and  all 
the  others  also  report  a  number  of  professional  books  and  journals 
which  they  have  read  and  studied  during  the  school  year.  2s  ever  be- 
fore in  the  history  of  the  school  was  the  spirit  of  study  and  profes- 
sional improvement  so  pronounced  among  the  teachers. 

The  continuation  of  the  spirit  of  study  and  professional  improve- 
ment of  the  teachers  and  the  sincere  co-operation  of  the  school  board, 
teachers,  parents,  and  citizens  in  the  cause  of  local  education  will 
bring  more  improved  school  conditions  and  better  educational  results. 
I  respectfully  urge  the  co-operation  of  all  the  citizens  and  constituted 
school  authorities  for  the  improvement  of  the  sanitation  of  Norris- 
town  and  for  the  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  school  law  to  the 
end  that  the  average  attendance  in  the  public  schools  may  be  increased. 
Regular  attendance  at  school  and  continued  attendance  are  essential 
to  school  progress. 

I  also  submit  to  the  school  board  and  the  citizens  of  the  town  the 
further  consideration  of  the  benefits  which  would  obtain  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  public  kindergartens,  the  admission  of  children  to 
the  public  schools  at  the  age  of  five,  and  the  provision  of  regular 
schools  during  the  summer,  with  voluntary  attendance.  These  are 
attainable  means  of  extending  the  school  life  of  the  children  and  of 
greatly  increasing  their  efficiency  by  the  time  they  reach  the  age  of 
fourteen,  the  age  when  many  of  the  children  are  obliged  to  leave  the 
public  schools  on  account  of  the  financial  stress  of  the  lack  of  educa- 
tional appreciation  of  parents. 

In  conclusion  I  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  educational 
support  which  I  have  received  during  the  year  from  the  parents, 
teachers  and  school  board.  I  also  take  pleasure  in  thanking  the 
newspapers  of  Norristown  for  their  keen  interest  and  efforts  in 
behalf  of  local  popular  education,  and  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  the  advice  and  assistance  rendered  during  the  school 
year. 


NORTHAMPTON— William  D.  Landis. 


One  of  the  most  successful  school  years  in  the  history  of  our  schools 
closed  June  22,  1916. 

The  highest  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,392  of  whom  142  attended 
high  school  and  94  attended  the  continuation  school  which  opened 
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Monday,  January  3,  1916.  The  number  of  teachers  employed  during 
the  year,  including  special  teachers  in  music  and  manual  training, 
was  38. 

The  teachers  met  monthly  on  the  second  Monday  of  each  month 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  arithmetic.  These  discussions  aroused 
interest  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  as  a  consequence  our  work  showed 
marked  improvement  over  former  years. 

Our  people  were  offered  the  following  Lyceum  Course: 

The  Smith-Spring  Holmes  Orchestral  Quintet — Oct.  18. 

Edward  Amherst  Ott — Nov.  11. 

American  Girls — Dec.  8. 

The  Hinton  Verdi  Co. — Jan.  5. 

The  Beulah  Buck-Quartette  Co.— Feb.  20. 

The  Cavaliers — March  3. 

The  course  was  well  supported  and  not  a  few  families  made  sacri- 
fices in  order  that  every  member  might  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a  course 
ticket.  The  Lyceum  Course  is  an  important  factor  in  the  working 
out  of  some  of  our  local  problems. 

Patrons'  Day  attracted  large  crowds  to  our  buildings,  afternoon  and 
evening,  May  5.  The  chief  attraction  this  year  was  sewing  done  in 
6th,  7th  and  8th  grades.  This  was  our  first  attempt  and  the  results 
justify  the  course. 

On  May  9,  the  Fourth  Annual  Musical  was  rendered  in  our  High 
School  Auditorium.  This  concert  exemplifies  work  from  the  first 
grade  through  high  school.  Only  about  half  of  the  people  could  be 
given  seats. 

One  of  the  chief  attractions  at  the  high  school  exhibit  was  the 
Manual  Training  Exhibit.  Those  who  were  concerned  about  "carpen- 
try" being  taught  in  high  school  went  away  satisfied  as  to  the  results 
obtained  during  the  first  year. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  by  careful  medical  inspection  we  were 
able  to  keep  our  schools  open  all  year  while  nearby  towns  and  cities 
closed  for  weeks  on  account  of  epidemics  of  some  sort. 

The  compulsory  education  law  as  well  as  the  vaccination  law  was 
enforced.  There  were  a  few  prosecutions  in  the  violation  of  the 
former  law. 

The  continuation  school,  we  are  glad  to  report,  has  been  a  grand 
success.  We  had  no  trouble  in  getting  the  co-operation  of  industries 
and  the  young  people  at  once  took  to  this  work.  When  the  time 
came,  the  16th  birthday,  for  them  to  leave  school,  many  requested  per- 
mission to  remain  longer.  There  was  no  prouder  group  of  young 
people  in  our  schools  than  the  continuation  group  on  Patrons'  Day. 
They  brought  with  them  from  their  homes  in  neighboring  districts 
older  people  to  whom  they  pointed  out  their  work.     We  have  had 
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many  pleasant  experiences  in  tins  school  which  cannot  be  given 
here. 

The  commencement  exercises  were  held  on  June  22.  A  class  of 
35  young  men  and  women  received  diplomas.  Of  these  35,  12  com- 
pleted our  regular  course,  1  the  college  preparatory  course  and  16 
the  commercial  course.  Dr.  A.  C.  Rothermel,  principal  of  the  Key- 
stone State  Normal  School,  delivered  an  inspiring  address  to  the 
class  and  to  a  large  audience. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  acknowledge  gatefully  the  unqualified  support 
of  patrons,  teachers  and  directors. 


OIL  CITY— James  J.  Palmer. 


Like  most  cities,  our  school  population  increases  from  year  to  year. 
The  opening  of  a  new  building  next  September  enables  us  to  very 
much  relieve  a  somewhat  crowded  condition  of  many  of  our  grade 
schools. 

The  board  has  elected  fourteen  additional  teachers  this  year  to 
make  possible  a  smaller  number  of  pupils  per  teacher  through  most 
of  the  grade  schools,  many  of  which  will  enroll  somewhere  between 
thirty  and  forty  pupils  for  the  year. 

Keeping  the  schools  small  enough  so  that  a  teacher  can  give  in- 
dividual attention  to  some  pupils  from  day  to  day,  rather  than  being 
obliged  to  instruct  pupils  wholly  in  large  classes,  seems  to  me  to  be 
the  most  desirable  device  for  getting  efficient  school  work  from  both 
teacher  and  pupil. 

Our  new  junior  high  school  to  be  opened  in  the  autumn  is  a  most 
important  addition  to  our  school  system.  The  building  has  been  most 
efficiently  designed  by  architect  E.  E.  Joralemon,  of  Buffalo,  who 
is  a  master  hand  in  providing  for  all  the  little  details  that  are  so 
important  in  making  a  completely  equipped  building.  This  will 
enable  us  to  carry  out  in  an  admirable  manner  conservatively  the 
advantages  of  a  junior  high  school  for  half  of  our  school  popula- 
tion. 

The  school  board  has  been  most  liberal  in  providing  first-class 
equipment  and  plenty  of  it,  as  well  as  careful  in  electing  a  fine  faculty 
to  work  out  the  problem  of  the  school. 

While  our  community  is  largely  an  industrial  one,  its  industries 
are  of  such  a  type  as  not  to  require  the  employment  of  much  child 
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labor,  so  there  is  no  particular  encouragement  for  the  better  type  of 
students  to  drop  out  of  school  and  go  to  work. 

Those  who  do  are  usually  youngsters  who  care  little  for  what  the 
school  has  to  give  and  leave  school  to  take  very  inferior  places  in 
business  or  industry.  They  usually  drift  about  from  place  to  place 
as  unsatisfactory  workers.  I  wonder  sometimes  how  business  men 
can  get  along  at  all  with  such  help ;  and  yet  I  am  not  sure  that  for 
this  type  of  pupil  the  schools  could  do  very  much  better  than  they 
do. 


OLD   FORGE— Francis   R.   Coyne. 


The  school  year  just  finished  has  given  us  the  largest  attendance 
in  the  elementary  and  high  school  departments  and  the  greatest 
number  of  graduates  in  the  history  of  our  district.  We  added  sub- 
stantially to  our  high  school  laboratory,  put  in  additional  supple- 
mentary readers  and  bought  many  fine  pictures  for  school  decoration. 
The  board  were  forced  to  rent  four  buildings  for  an  overflow  atten- 
dance of  two  hundred  and  ninety.  One  hundred  sixteen  boys  and 
girls  attended  the  continuation  school,  the  work  of  which  was  carried 
on  eight  hours  a  day.  Owing  to  our  unpreparedness  for  this  innova- 
tion in  education  the  success  was  not  as  great  as  it  probably  should 
have  been.  But  the  coming  year  will  see  the  work  done  in  fine  shape 
and  much  of  it  carried  into  the  sixth  and  seventh  grades.  The 
directors,  teachers  and  patrons  have  solidly  harmonized  on  the  ques- 
tion of  better  and  better  results  with  each  year's  work. 

Our  thanks  are  due  and  hereby  heartily  tendered  to  the  State  Board 
of  Education  for  continual  encouragement  in  the  work  of  education 
by  keeping  us  in  touch  with  the  best  results  gained  in  districts  and 
by  individual  teachers.  Most  of  the  board's  communications  are  read 
to  our  directors  and  at  teachers'  meetings. 


OLYPHANT— M.  W.  Cumminffs. 


The  school  year  which  closed  June  6th,  1016,  whether  considered 
from  the  standpoint  of  increased  attendance  or  from  the  character  of 
the  work  accomplished,  was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  our  history. 
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Our  attendance  is  still  increasing.  Exclusive  of  the  continuation 
schools  and  duplications,  there  were  enrolled  during  the  term  968 
males  and  965  females,  a  total  of  1,933.  The  average  daily  attendance 
was  1,514. 

The  new  twelve  room  addition  to  the  central  school  was  opened 
for  use  at  the  beginning  of  the  term.  This  addition  is  of  fire-proof 
construction,  three  stories  high  above  the  auditorium,  and  may  be 
classed  as  one  of  the  finest  school  buildings  in  northeastern  Penn- 
sylvania. The  third  floor  is  occupied  by  the  high  school.  This  floor 
contains  a  study  hall,  two  class  rooms  and  laboratory.  The  second 
floor  is  occupied  by  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  of  the  whole  dis- 
trict. These  grades  are  working  under  the  departmental  plan.  The 
fifth  and  sixth  grades  occupy  the  first  floor.  Separate  steel  lockers 
are  provided  for  all  students.  The  auditorium  has  a  seating  capacity 
of  600  and  is  used  for  devotional  exercises  each  morning. 

The  primary  grade  of  the  Roosevelt  school  was  crowded  to  such 
an  extent  that  an  additional  teacher  was  employed  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  term.  A  two  room  portable  school  has  been  erected  as 
an  annex  to  this  building  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  reduce  the  atten- 
dance in  each  room  to  a  normal  number. 

In  conformity  with  amendments  made  to  the  school  code  by  the 
last  legislature,  two  continuation  schools  were  opened  in  the  central 
school  building  on  January  3rd.  Both  teachers  employed  in  these 
schools  had  many  years  experience  in  teaching  and  both  had  taken  the 
special  course  for  teachers  of  continuation  schools  at  Scranton  during 
the  previous  summer.  They  were,  therefore,  both  well  equipped  to 
take  up  their  new  line  of  work  and,  considering  the  many  obstacles 
presented,  I  feel  that  both  schools  were  successful.  Eight  hour 
sessions  were  held  five  days  each  week  for  five  months.  The  total 
enrollment  was  176,  of  whom  102  were  boys  and  74  were  girls.  All 
the  employers  of  children  in  the  vicinity  cheerfully  co-operated  with 
the  school  authorities  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

A  course  in  free  hand  drawing  was  added  to  our  curriculum  during 
the  term.  Mrs.  Maud  Cleary  was  employed  as  supervisor  and,  al- 
though her  work  was  divided  between  this  and  the  neighboring  district 
of  Throop,  the  result  was  in  every  way  satisfactory.  The  children 
showed  great  interest  in  the  work,  some  of  them  exhibiting  skill  that 
was  truly  marvelous.  At  the  close  of  the  term  an  exhibition  of  the 
work  in  drawing  was  given  at  the  High  School  Auditorium  where 
it  was  viewed  and  favorably  commented  upon  by  the  public. 

Our  experiment  of  introducing  departmental  work  in  the  seventh 
and  eighth  grades  was  successful  beyond  our  highest  exepctations, 
and  the  plan  will  be  continued  during  the  coming  term.  While  lighten- 
ing the  burden  of  the  teacher  by  reducing  the  number  of  subjects  to 
be  prepared,  it  stimulates  the  interest  of  the  pupil  and  spurs  him  to 
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greater  effort.  The  fact  that  the  pupil  has  the  same  subject  through 
two  years  under  the  same  teacher  is  another  advantage  not  to  be 
overlooked.  I  feel  that  pupils  are  better  prepared  to  enter  the  higb 
school  under  this  plan  than  by  the  old  method. 

Increased  attendance  in  the  high  school  made  it  necessary  to  em- 
ploy an  additional  teacher  for  that  department.  This  makes  three 
teachers  employed  exclusively  in  higb  school  work  and  in  all  proba- 
bility a  fourth  will  have  to  be  employed  for  the  ensuing  term.  Fifteen 
students,  eight  boys  and  seven  girls,  were  graduated  from  the  high 
school  at  the  close  of  the  term.  This  is  the  first  instance  in  our 
history  that  the  boys  outnumbered  the  girls  in  a  graduation  class.  It 
sbows  a  marked  change  from  conditions  existing  but  a  few  years  ago 
when  our  graduating  classes  were  composed  almost  entirely  of  girls. 
The  graduating  exercises  were  held  in  the  high  school  auditorium 
on  June  5th,  Dr.  W.  R.  Straughn,  principal  of  Mansfield  State  Normal 
School  delivering  the  address. 


PHILADELPHIA— John  P.  Garber 


Some  of  the  most  important  educational  movements  in  connection 
with  our  Philadelphia  work  have  centered  around  sucb  things  as: 

1.  The  improvement  in  our  school  accommodations. 

2.  Added  facilities  for  caring  for  the  physical  well-being  of  pupils. 

3.  Efforts  to  secure  better  prepared  teachers. 

4.  The  introduction  of  continuation  school  work. 

5.  Revisions  of  our  courses  of  study;  and, 

6.  The  general  improvement  and  inspiration  of  our  existing  corps 

of  teachers. 

Wherever  it  is  feasible,  the  board  of  public  education  is  endeavoring 
to  secure  school  lots  at  least  two  hundred  feet  square  for  all  new 
school  buildings.  Enlargement  of  the  inadequate  grounds  of  many 
of  the  older  schools  is  also  going  on  as  rapidly  as  favorable  oppor- 
tunities and  the  funds  of  the  board  will  permit.  Efforts  to  alleviate 
the  part-time  evil,  which  is  so  apt  to  grow  in  large  cities,  have  also 
been  made;  (1)  by  the  erecting  of  new  buildings,  and  of  new  annexes 
to  existing  buildings,  and  (2)  by  the  erection  of  portable  buildings 
as  a  means  of  temporary  relief.    The  latter  is  a  new  idea  in  Philadel- 
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phia  and  promises  valuable  assistance  in  the  solution  of  urgent  prob- 
lems of  school  accommodation.  Important  improvements  have  been 
made  in  the  basement  of  street-floor  plans  of  our  new  buildings  with 
the  purpose  of  making  better  provision  for  indoor  recreation  and 
vocational  and  community  activities. 

Added  facilities  for  caring  for  the  physical  well-being  of  pupils 
have  been  made;  (1)  by  the  extension  of  school  lunches  to  the  ele- 
mentary schools,  and  (2)  by  an  increase  in  the  corps  of  physical 
training  supervisors,  so  that  remedial  and  corrective  work,  as  well  as 
the  ordinary  "setting-up  processes"  of  the  physical  education  of  our 
young  people  can  be  cared'for.  Although  school  lunches  were  served 
in  all  of  the  high  and  in  a  few  of  the  elementary  schools  prior  to 
the  last  school  year,  the  board  during  the  year  decided  to  extend  their 
advantages  to  a  number  of  the  elementary  schools. 

The  growing  importance  of  an  enlargement  of  the  scope  of  the 
teacher-training  work  of  our  city  convinced  our  board  of  the  need 
of  extending  the  period  of  pedagogical  training  for  beginners  from 
two  to  two  and  a  half  years.  As  no  one  is  admitted  to  our  teacher- 
training  courses  who  has  not  successfully  completed  a  four-year  high 
school  course,  the  six  and  a  half  years  af  academic  and  professional 
training  now  required  should  assure  a  supply  of  well-prepared  teachers 
for  the  schools.  The  following  statements  were  made  in  our  recom- 
mendation for  the  lengthening  of  the  course: 

"There  has  been  no  change  in  the  length  of  the  course  of  study  in 
our  teacher-training  schools  since  the  board  unanimously  agreed,  at 
the  meeting  held  December  13,  1892,  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
superintendent  for  the  adoption  of  a  two-year  course  for  the  students 
of  the  new  normal  school  at  Thirteenth  and  Spring  Garden  Streets, 
which  was  occupied  November  1  of  the  following  year.  During  the 
intervening  period  of  twenty-three  years,  many  important  changes 
have  occurred  in  economic  and  social  conditions,  the  most  radical 
of  which  has  probably  been  the  change  of  point  of  view  in  educational 
affairs  that  has  led  to  important  departures  from  the  old  curricula, 
based  on  philosophies  and  the  word  of  authority,  to  the  more  modern, 
based  on  a  study  of  society  and  its  needs. 

This  has  imposed  many  new  tasks  upon  the  schools,  a  condition 
that  is  intensified  by  the  changing  conditions  of  society  itself,  so  that 
teachers  must  now  have  a  much  broader  and  more  perfect  training  for 
effective  service  than  was  necessary  twenty  years  ago.  At  that  time 
the  imparting  of  knowledge  was  still  regarded  as  the  most  important 
work  of  the  schools.  Since  then,  however,  conditions  have  developed 
which  make  it  imperative  that  the  schools  render  material  assistance 
also  in  solving  problems  of  health,  of  self-support,  of  recreation  and 
the  proper  use  of  leisure  time,  and  of  moral  and  civic  character.  In 
brief,  prospective  teachers  must  now  prepare  for  developing  general 
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efficiency  in  their  pupils  rather  than  merely  to  impart  knowledge 
to  them.  And  this  places  an  additional  task  before  the  teacher- 
training  schools  that  cannot  be  accomplished  successfully  in  two 
years.  Additional  time  should  therefore  be  added  to  the  course  in 
the  normal  school  and  the  School  of  Pedagogy. 

In  my  judgment  it  is  highly  important  that  most  of  the  first  two 
years  of  this  extended  course  should  include  the  essential  principles 
of  all  types  of  elementary  work  aud  that  the  remainder  should  be 
devoted  to  preparation  for  the  special  type  of  teaching  that  the 
student,  under  the  advice  and  with  the  consent  of  the  school,  might 
elect.  There  are  two  important  reasons  for  this.  In  the  first  place, 
this  broad  general  view  is  essential  in  these  days  of  many-sided  but' 
closely  interwoven  educational  interests ;  in  the  second  place,  it  makes 
possible  a  wiser  choice  in  regard  to  the  type  of  work  in  which  the 
candidate  is  likely  to  meet  with  the  greatest  possible  degree  of  success. 

The  introduction  of  the  continuation  classes  as  required  by  the  new 
law  has  entailed  some  heavy  financial  burdens  upon  the  board,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  Philadelphia  has  upwards  of  ten  thousand  of  such 
pupils  to  be  provided  for.  A  good  beginning,  however,  has  been  made 
and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  employers,  which  we  were  able  to 
secure,  has  assisted  materially  in  the  work.  With  the  assistance 
of  the  State  funds,  it  is  hoped  greatly  to  extend  the  advantages  of  these 
schools  to  the  young  people  attending  them. 

Important  revisions  in  our  courses  of  study  are  in  process.  One  of 
the  revised  courses,  that  is  health-teaching,  "Physiology"  was  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  teachers  at  the  opening  of  school  in  September, 
1915,  and  has  been  followed  by  greatly  improved  results  during  the 
year.  A  large  number  of  meetings  with  parents  were  held  during 
the  year  for  the  purpose  of  securing  their  co-operation  in  this  im- 
portant work.  The  Department  of  Medical  Inspection  and  a  number 
of  other  physicians  and  health-experts  assisted  us  materially  in  our 
efforts.  A  new  course  of  study  in  civics  will  be  introduced  into  the 
schools  at  their  opening  this  fall. 

The  Philadelphia  school  system  is  fortunate  in  having  a  number  of 
helpful  and  progressive  organizations  both  within  and  without  the 
regular  corps  of  public  school- workers.  The  work  of  these  organiza- 
tions, combined  with  the  evidently  growing  desire  of  the  teachers 
themselves  for  improvement  in  their  work,  has  been  of  great  value 
to  the  school  system.  While  we  have  had  our  measure  of  discourage- 
ments to  face,  on  the  whole  we  feel  that  the  year  has  been  one  of 
progress  and  full  of  inspiration  for  the  coming  year. 
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PHOENIXVILLE— Isaac  Doughton. 


The  year  has  been  one  of  considerable  activity  and  development  in 
Phoenixville.  In  September  we  opened  our  department  in  manual 
training  and  household  arts.  The  pupils  of  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  were  sent  to  the  high  school  building  by  sections ;  and  arriving 
there,  the  boys  went  to  the  manual  training  department,  and  the 
girls  went  to  the  sewing  or  cooking  department.  These  classes  came 
'at  the  beginning  and  end  of  each  session  in  order  to  save  time  in 
transfer,  and  each  grade  section  was  given  two  fifty  minute  periods 
per  week.  The  remainder  of  the  time  was  devoted  to  high  school 
classes.  The  work  in  manual  training  was  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Harland  L.  Tomkins,  formerly  of  Waynesboro,  and  the  work  in 
household  arts  was  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Anna  Scheidl,  of 
Phoenixville.  Both  instructors  did  their  work  very  efficiently  and 
the  results  of  the  first  year  were  really  better  than  we  had  expected. 
It  is  hoped  that  for  the  coming  year  more  machinery  will  be  installed 
and  considerable  more  may  be  done  in  the  way  of  giving  definite  pur- 
pose and  aim  to  the  work. 

Our  work  in  drawing  under  Miss  Evelyn  Coombs  and  in  music  under 
Miss  Emily  Rice  has  also  been  very  efficiently  done.  Toward  the  close 
of  the  year,  instead  of  having  a  central  exhibit,  as  we  have  formerly 
had,  the  exhibits  and  demonstrations  were  held  in  each  building  of 
the  work  done  in  that  building.  This  work  consisted  of  mounted 
specimens  of  the  work  in  art  and  the  entertainments  given  by  the 
school  children  showed  the  results  in  the  work  in  music.  The  atten- 
dance and  appreciation  of  the  parents  at  these  exhibits  was  very 
gratifying,  indeed.  The  series  culminated  with  an  exhibit  of  the  work 
in  high  school  art  and  of  the  work  in  manual  training  and  sewing  in 
the  high  school  building  on  commencement  day. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  note  in  this  connection  that  four  victrolas  were 
purchased  during  the  past  year  from  funds  realized  through  enter- 
tainments and  the  sale  of  chocolate.  This  was  done  entirely  by  the 
pupils  and  teachers  under  the  direction  and  inspiration  of  Miss  Rice. 
The  victrolas  added  a  very  great  deal  toward  the  interest  and 
pleasure  of  the  work  in  music  and  in  marching  during  the  past 
year. 

Our  percentage  of  attendance  is  slightly  better  than  it  has  been 
for  several  years  in  spite  of  the  great  number  of  contagious  diseases 
reported.  There  were  reported  to  me  by  the  board  of  health  180 
contagions;  123  of  these  being  measles  and  2  being  diphtheria.  This 
good  showing  in  the  matter  of  attendance  was  due  in  large  measure 
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to  the  efficient  work  of  the  attendance  officer.  The  whole  responsibility 
for  attendance  was  thrown  upon  him  for  the  first  time  and  he  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  the  work  very  well. 

During  the  month  of  May  we  held  our  first  Patrons'  Day.  The 
first  six  grades  held  the  usual  morning  and  afternoon  sessions,  but 
the  junior  and  senior  high  schools  met  in  the  afternoon  and  evening. 
The  weather  was  very  unfavorable  but  in  spite  of  that  a  large  number 
of  visitors  was  reported  and  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm  and  interest 
were  displayed.  All  are  agreed  that  the  Patrons'  Day  is  a  very  de- 
sirable innovation  in  the  schools. 

Our  continuation  school  did  not  fare  very  well  during  the  year. 
We  began  under  what  seemed  very  favorable  conditions,  but  after- 
six  weeks  our  teacher  became  involved  in  difficulties  entirely  apart 
from  the  school  work,  and  of  which  he  has  since  been  honorably 
cleared.  But  we  had  only  four  weeks  to  run  before  the  close  of  the 
year  and  it  seemed  the  part  of  wisdom  to  close  the  school.  The  experi- 
ment of  the  six  weeks,  however,  was  enough  to  show  that  the  plan 
of  organization  that  we  followed  was  justified  and  that  we  shall 
be  safe  in  following  the  same  course  in  September. 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  year  we  held  monthly  teacher's  meet- 
ings. One  month  we  held  a  meeting  for  all  teachers,  and  the  next 
month  a  meeting  for  the  teachers  of  the  first  six  grades,  two  at 
a  time,  and  the  two  high  schools  together.  The  schedule  was  prepared 
of  these  meetings  before  the  series  began  with  definite  topics  assigned 
for  each  meeting,  so  that  the  work  was  definite  and  consequently  more 
profitable. 

While  the  school  district  has  had  no  financial  difficulty  for  several 
years  we  have  not  by  any  means  had  as  much  money  as  we  could 
use.  For  the  coming  year  the  board  decided  to  make  no  change  in 
the  tax  rate  and  in  view  of  the  general  increase  in  cost  of  all  types 
of  business  it  is  likely  that  for.  the  coming  year  we  shall  have  to  cur- 
tail or  even  dispense  with  desirable  improvements,  unless  we  are 
willing  to  face  a  shortage  of  funds.  Tax-payers  and  directors  are 
on  the  whole  interested  in  having  good  schools  and  with  the  evident 
progress  we  have  made  in  this  past  year,  we  can  reasonably  say  that 
we  are  steadily,  although  slowly,  advancing  upward  toward  better 
things. 

I  have  enjoyed  the  co-operation  of  the  State  Department  and  the 
various  inspectors  and  supervisors  have  been  very  helpful  in  their 
visits. 


22— 6— imc 
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PITTSBURGH— William  M.  Davidson. 


In  submitting  this  annual  report  for  the  school  year  ending  June 
23rd,  1916,  I  take  pleasure  in  making  special  note  of  the  regularity 
of  attendance  on  the  part  of  all  persons  enrolled  in  the  public  schools 
of  Pittsburgh.  In  the  department  of  evening  schools,  where  the  total 
enrollment  shows  a  slight  falling  off  from  the  previous  year,  the 
record  of  attendance  shows  that  those  who  were  enrolled  were  more 
regular  in  attendance  than  ever  before.  I  believe  that  the  regularity 
of  attendance  is  due  in  large  measure  to  the  fact  that  the  health  of 
the  children  in  our  public  schools  has  been  better  during  the  year 
just  closed  than  in  previous  years.  It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  those 
in  charge  of  the  Department  of  Instruction  to  plan  through  the  De- 
partment of  Hygiene  and  in  co-operation  with  the  Building  Depart- 
ment to  throw  every  possible  safe  guard  around  the  health  of  the 
children  in  order  that  happier  and  better  work  may  be  accomplsihed. 

Health  Program. 
The  complete  organization  of  the  Department  of  Hygiene  which 
was  outlined  in  the  annual  report  of  last  year,  represents  the  most 
vital  step  taken  by  the  Pittsburgh  Board  of  Public  Education  since 
the  enactment  of  the  present  school  code.  It  cannot  be  said  too  often 
that  upon  the  health  of  the  children  rests  the  physical  tone  of  the 
community  upon  which  in  turn  rests  the  community's  capacity  to 
render  its  full  share  of  local  and  national  service  and  its  capacity 
to  appreciate  and  take  advantage  of  all  those  forces  which  make  for 
wholesome  living. 

The  Department  of  Hygiene  as  now  constituted  comprises  the 
following  activities : 

Physical  Education. 
Swimming  Pools. 
Medical  Examination 
Medical  Inspection. 
School  Nursing. 
Dental  Clinic. 
Psychological  Clinic. 
Tuberculosis  Clinic. 
Open  Air  Schools. 
Fresh  Air  Schools. 
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The  work  of  the  department  is  under  the  supervision  of  a  Director 
of  Hygiene,  who  is  assisted  by  the  following  corps. 

11  Supervisors  of  Physical  Education  in  Elementary  Schools. 
1  Supervisor  of  Physical  Education  in  High  Schools. 
20  Teachers  of  Physical  Education  in  High  Schools. 
10  Dental  Operators  (half-time). 
30  Medical  Inspectors  (part-time). 

15  School  Nurses  (part-time). 

1  Chief  of  Psychological  Clinic. 

1  Assistant  in  Psychological  Clinic. 

1  Chief  of  Tuberculosis  Clinic. 

New  Buildings  Completed. 
In  addition  to  the  four  new  elementary  school  buildings  completed 
last  year,  we  have  completed  and  opened  for  school  work  during 
the  year  just  closed  the  new  McKelvy  elementary  school  and  the  new 
Schenley  High  School.  These  two  buildings  express  Pittsburgh's 
best  thought  in  regard  to  what  an  elementary  and  a  high  school  build- 
ing should  provide  in  a  system  of  public  schools.  The  McKelvy  ele- 
mentary school  building  is  located  on  a  site  containing  4.37  acres 
and  provides  the  following  accommodations: 

1  Auditorium. 

1  Administrative  Suite. 

.   Hygiene  Suite,  including  play-rooms  and  playgrounds. 

1  Community  Suite. 

1  Manual  Training  Suite. 

1  Household  Economy  Suite. 

1  Kindergarten  Suite. 

16  Class  Booms. 

The  building  was  erected  and  equipped  at  a  cost  of  $244,120.00. 

The  Schenley  High  School  building  is  situated  on  a  lot  containing 
3.83  acres  with  athletic  field  nearby  which  is  located  in  the  heart  of 
the  Schenley  Farms  Civic  Center  and  contains  the  following  accom- 
modations: 

1  Auditorium. 

1  Administrative  Suite. 

2  Lunch  Boom  Suites. 
1  Medical  Suite. 

1  Swimming  Pool. 

2  Gymnasiums. 
1  Music  Suite. 

L  Art  and  Crafts  Suite. 
1  General  Science  Suite. 
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1  Physics  Suite. 
1  Chemistry  Suite. 
1  Machine  Shop  Suite. 
1  Molding  Suite. 
1  Woodworking  Suite. 
1  Mechanical  Drawing  Suite. 
1  Cooking  Suite. 
1  Sewing  Suite. 
1  Library  Suite. 
40  Class  Rooms. 

Extension  of  Building  Program. 

The  growth  of  the  public  day  school  population  in  Pittsburgh  has 
been  so  rapid  during  the  last  four  years  that  the  completed  buildings 
mentioned  in  this  report  and  the  report  of  last  year  have  not  made  it 
possible  to  eliminate  over-crowded  rooms  and  half-day  sessions.  While 
the  new  elementary  school  buildings  provide  additional  school  room 
facilities  for  3,000  pupils,  the  increase  in  the  enrollment  of  the  ele- 
mentary day  schools  during  the  past  four  years  has  been  4,884. 

To  relieve  the  congestion  caused  by  the  rapid  growth  in  the  school 
population  and  with  the  hope  of  reducing  the  number  of  half-day 
sessions  and  the  number  of  over-crowded  rooms,  a  canvass  has  been 
made  of  the  most  congested  sections  of  the  city,  with  the  result  that 
a  new  bond  issue  of  $3,000,000.00  has  been  authorized  during  the 
present  year,  to  provide  the  necessary  funds  for  the  purchase  of  new 
school  sites  and  the  erection  of  buildings  thereon  in  conformity  with 
the  following  high  school  and  elementary  school  building  program. 

Greenfield  Elementary  School. 

Perry  Elementary  School. 

Addition  to  McCleary  Elementary  School. 

Addition  to  Beechwood  Elementary  School. 

Addition  to  Hall's  Grove  Elementary  School. 

Each  of  the  above  named  elementary  schools  when  completed  will 
comply  with  the  adopted  standard  in  construction  and  equipment 
and  will  be  furnished  with  the  most  improved  system  of  lighting, 
heating,  ventilation  and  sanitation. 

With  a  view  of  equipping  the  present  high  school  buildings  with 
facilities  offering  the  same  work  as  outlined  above  in  the  program  of 
the  Schenley  High  School,  a  part  of  the  new  $3,000,000.00  bond  issue 
will  be  expended  in  erecting  additions  to  Peabody  High  School,  Fifth 
Avenue  High  School  and  South  High  School. 

The  addition  to  the  Peabody  High  School  will  provide. 
Art  and  Crafts  Suite. 
Music  Suite. 
Gymnasium. 
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Swimming  Pool. 
Power  Plant. 
Auditorium. 

The  normal  capacity  of  the  building  when  enlarged  will  be  1,400 
pupils. 

The  addition  to  the  Fifth  Avenue  High  School  will  provide: 

Gymnasium. 
Auditorium. 
Swimming  Pool. 

The  capacity  of  the  building  when  enlarged  will  be  1,000  pupils. 

The  addition  to  the  South  High  School  will  provide: 

Manual  Training  Suite. 

Household  Economy  Suite. 

Music  Suite. 

Art  and  Crafts  Suite. 

Four  Science  Laboratory  Suites. 

Luuch  Room. 

Library. 

Gymnasium. 

Auditorium. 

The  capacity  of  the  building  will  be  500  pupils. 

Pittsburgh  Platoon  Plan. 

When  the  new  McKelvy  elementary  school  was  opened  in  February, 
1916,  the  following  recommendation  made  by  the  superintendent  of 
schools  was  approved  by  the  board  of  education  in  order  that  the 
greatest  possible  use  might  be  made  of  the  new  school  plant. 

"I  beg  to  recommend  that  the  superintendent  of  schools  be  author- 
ized to  place  the  McKelvy  School  upon  what  is  known  as  the  'Platoon 
Plan'  of  organization  with  a  view  of  increasing  the  capacity  of  this 
building  and  at  the  same  time  testing  out  by  experiment  whether  or 
not  such  a  system  will  enable  the  pupils  to  do  more  efficient  work." 

The  first  term  of  school  work  under  this  plan  in  the  McKelvy 
School  has  received  such  hearty  approval  from  the  patrons  of  the 
school  district  and  has  shown  such  successful  results  in  the  work  of 
the  pupils  that  two  other  elementary  schools  will  be  placed  on  the 
Platoon  Plan  of  organization  when  the  schools  open  in  September. 
1916.  » 

Death  of  Samuel  Andrews. 
In  closing  this  report,  I  regret  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Andrews,  Associate  Superintendent  of  Schools,  who,  since  the  organ- 
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ization  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  under  the  new  code,  has  taken  charge 
of  the  central  district  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Andrew's  long  connection  with  the  public  schools  of  old  Pitts- 
burgh, both  as  principal  and  superintendent  of  Schools,  is  well  known 
to  the  people  of  the  entire  district.  He  was  deeply  interested  in 
all  phases  of  school  work,  and  nothing  appealed  to  him  quite  so  in- 
timately and  closely  as  the  welfare  of  the  children  placed  under  his 
charge.  His  devotion  to  duty,  his  willingness  to  aid  every  worthy 
enterprise,  and  his  unstinted  giving  of  himself  to  every  progressive 
movement  connected  with  the  later  development  of  the  schools  but 
serve  to  endear  him  to  all  who  knew  him  intimately  and  well.  He 
won  friends  everywhere,  both  among  the  patrons  and  among  the 
children  of  the  public  schools,  by  the  very  force  of  his  kindly  nature 
and  through  those  splendid  personal  qualities  which  always  marked 
him  as  a  true  gentleman  as  he  moved  among  his  fellowmen. 

He  died  on  the  evening  of  December  24th,  1916,  and  his  passing  from 
among  us  was  deeply  regretted  by  all  his  associates. 


P1TTSTON— Francis  McGuiean. 


The  work  done  in  the  school  district  of  Pittston  City,  during  the 
year  ending  July  1916,  was  subjected  to  influences  and  conditions 
which  while  they  continue  will  cause  "fluctuations  in  the  scale  of  effi- 
ciency in  our  schools. 

Fifty-seven  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  in  our  district  have  had  high 
school  training  only  or  less,  and  began  to  teach  without  professional 
training.  Forty  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  have  graduated  from  normal 
schools,  and  two  per  cent,  have  graduated  from  college,  and  wrere 
employed  without  previous  experience  in  teaching. 

During  the  past  three  vacations  a  large  percentage  of  our  teachers 
attended  summer  sessions  at  many  schools  and  colleges.  They  con- 
tinued professional  reading  during  the  year.  Coincident  with  the 
past  election  of  school  directors  came  a  slump  in  the  teacher  activity. 
The  number  who  interested  themselves  in  the  professional  reading 
class,  which  met  with  the  superintendent,  averaged  about  a  half-dozen, 
and  this  summer  not  a  single  teacher  to  my  knowledge  is  in  attend- 
ance at  a  summer  school,  probably  due  in  part  to  having  not  yet  re- 
ceived their  last  three  months  salary. 
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Many  sound  points  favor  the  employment  of  males  as  teachers  in 
our  schools,  and  I  am  constrained  to  report  that  our  district  has 
proven  the  extreme  necessity  for  placing  the  selection  of  teachers  in 
the  power  of  the  state  rather  than  in  the  hands  of  local  boards  of 
school  directors.  Male  teachers  in  small  communities  are  too  prone 
to  engage  in  election  activities  to  the  degree  governed  wholly  by 
personal,  political,  and  worse  animosities,  with  the  too  common  resul- 
tant that  an  "unwritten"  contract  is  indelibly  made  either  in  favor 
of  or  against  the  teacher.  The  polls  at  once  becomes  an  instrument 
for  both  revenger  and  avenger  and  always  to  the  detriment  of  the 
pupils.  The  teacher  in  such  cases  should  be  saved  from  himself  and 
for  the  school  child.  An  employee  in  no  other  occupation  selects 
and  disciplines  his  employer. 

The  persistent  clamor  against  venting  of  political  venom  by  direc- 
tors on  teachers,  who  are  unfortunately  related  to  political  enemies  of 
the  directors,  by  removal  of  the  teachers  from  their  positions,  has 
created  a  community  sentiment  that  tends  to  pervert  the  best  in- 
tentioned  acts  for  the  betterment  of  the  schools  into  that  of  rashness 
and  spite,  a  sentiment  which  only  too  often  staggers  the  most  excellent 
constructive  efforts  of  both  board  and  superintendent  for  the  raising 
of  the  standard  of  efficiency  of  teachers. 

Semi-annual  promotions  were  first  made  in  January.  All  seventh 
grades,  except  two  retained  in  the  Jefferson  school,  were  focused  in 
the  high  school  building,  and  departmental  work  inaugurated.  De- 
partmental work  now  conducted  in  grades  seven  to  twelve  inclusive 
admits  of  the  perfection  of  the  six-six  plan  at  the  opening  of  the 
next  school  year. 

Work  in  the  grade  departments  advanced  appreciably.  This  is 
particularly  true  in  writing.  Some  of  the  fifth  grade  pupils  this 
year  won  recognition  for  having  attained  the  skill  in  writing  required 
for  entrance  into  high  school  or  into  the  business  world.  It  is  my 
aim  and  hope  that  in  another  year  all  sixth  grade  pupils  shall  acquire 
a  skill  in  writing  and  an  efficiency  in  reading  and  arithmetic  which 
will  qualify  them  for  useful  and  successful  careers,  should  they  choose 
to  quit  school  before  entering  high  school  or  at  the  age  of  fourteen. 

Our  new  high  school  buildings  was  opened  for  classes  in  September 
last,  and  our  pupils  all  had  ample  room  for  the  first  time  in  more 
than  a  decade.  There  still  stand  in  use  two  frame  buildings  of  old 
pattern  which  it  is  hoped  may  soon  give  way  to  more  modern  struc- 
tures. 

The  first  of  April  found  a  reorganization  of  play  and  gymnastics. 
A  superintendent  of  recreation  was  appointed  jointly  by  the  city 
council  and  the  board  of  school  directors.  His  work  is  under  the 
direction  of  the  president  of  the  city  planning  commission  and  the 
superintendent  of  schools.  He  has  charge  of  the  city  recreational 
centers,  school  playgrounds  and   gymnastics.     All   school   physical 
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exercises  have  been  placed  subject  to  his  direction.  The  effort  is 
made  to  properly  and  systematically  develop  all  the  children  rather 
than  "pamper"  the  few  who  have  the  prowess  to  "make"  the  teams, 
as  has  been  the  custom  in  the  past. 

Physical  training  in  our  schools  shall  consist  of:  (a)  corrective 
exercises  for  good  posture;  (b)  educational  exercises  for  alertness 
and  accuracy;  (c)  hygienic  exercises  for  vigor  and  endurance;  (d) 
recreative  exercises  for  instruction  in  play  and  enjoyment  in  its 
practice;  (e)  formal  free-hand  exercises;  (f)  games;  (g)  rest  drills; 
(h)  athletics. 

In  gymnasium,  on  playgrounds  and  in  the  class  rooms  the  physical 
exercises  shall  be  for  the  development  of  all  the  pupils  of  the  public 
schools  according  to  their  respective  needs.  Records  and  reports  of 
pupils'  work  shall  be  made  by  the  class  teachers,  and  half-unit  credit 
shall  be  given  for  satisfactory  results. 

The  compulsory  law  was  enforced  as  well  as  possible,  though  the 
attendance  was  somewhat  under  what  might  be  considered  normal 
during  the  year,  owing  to  changes  made  in  the  attendance  department, 
ill-health  and  bad  weather.  The  highest  enrollment  in  the  grades 
was,  of  males  1,411,  of  females  1,433,  or  2,844.  The  percent,  of  at- 
tendance for  the  term  was  91;  average  attendance  2,588.  Enrollment 
in  high  school  was,  of  males  115,  of  females  143,  or  258.  The  per  cent, 
of  attendance  for  the  term  was  92 ;  average  attendance  239. 

No  medical  examination  of  pupils  was  conducted  during  the  year, 
yet  inestimable  good  could  come  with  a  properly  conducted  examina- 
tion of  all  of  our  pupils,  given  primarily  for  the  enlightenment  of 
the  teachers  regarding  the  conditions  of  their  classes.  The  health 
records  of  our  school  children  show  one  hundred  fifty-one  quarantined 
cases  of  contagion  ranging  from  eighty  cases  of  measles  to  one  case  of 
whooping  cough.  The  board  of  health  quarantined  our  high  school 
building  containing  1,150  pupils  from  April  twentieth  to  May  eighth 
on  account  of  a  measles'  epidemic  apparently  having  its  origin  in  the 
primary  grades  of  the  school.  The  epidemic  abated  during  the  period 
of  quarantine  owing  to  the  activity  and  firmness  of  the  State  Health 
Department. 


POTTSTOWN— Wm.  W.  Rupert. 


The  graduating  class  of  the  Pottstown  high  school  this  year  num- 
bered seventy-five — thirty-two  young  men  and  forty-three  young 
women.  This  is  just  25%  of  the  number  who  entered  the  first  grade 
twelve  years  ago.     It  is  unfortunate  that  so  many  have  failed  to 


No.    6.  POTTS VILLE.  345 

remain  long  enough  to  complete  the  course,  but  this  record  is  probably 
better  than  the  average  in  the  State.  Thirty-four  of  the  seveuty-five 
took  the  commercial  course.  This  course  covers  four  years,  and 
requires  as  much  serious  work  as  the  college  preparatory,  but  those 
who  take  it  enter  business  and  do  not  go  to  college.  Of  the  forty-one 
who  took  the  college  preparatory  course,  eighteen  (4A%)  will  enter 
college  next  September. 

We  have  been  much  pleased  with  the  industry  and  earnestness  of 
the  pupils  in  our  continuation  school.  These  young  people  came  to 
the  school  on  the  first  day  with  a  feeling  of  resentment.  They  felt 
that  they  had  been  seized  by  the  collar  and  brought  back  to  school 
by  force.  Anticipating  the  possibility  of  such  an  attitude,  we  made 
a  special  effort  to  make  the  instruction  interesting  and  the  school 
attractive.  In  a  single  week  we  were  able  to  dispel  the  resentment. 
Many  of  the  pupils  enjoyed  their  work  and  derived  much  benefit 
from  it.  A  few  pupils  became  so  much  interested  that  they  bought 
some  of  the  books  in  use  in  the  school. 

The  work  in  music  and  drawing  has  been  eminently  successful. 
We,  however,  feel  very  keenly  the  need  for  domestic  science  and 
domestic  art  in  our  schools.     These  subjects  will,  I  hope,  be  intro- 
duced soon. 


POTTSVILLE— E.  R.  Barclay. 


The  annual  school  term  for  1915-1916  closed  June  12,  1916.  The 
statistics  for  the  term  show  that  3,476  pupils  were  registered  in  the 
public  schools,  1,710  boys  and  1,764  girls,  of  this  number,  228  boys 
and  208  girls  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school. 

In  order  to  have  the  full  benefit  of  medical  inspection  early  in  the 
term,  the  board  appointed  eleven  practicing  physicians  of  the  city 
to  make  the  inspection  during  the  first  two  months  of  the  term.  This 
plan  was  highly  satisfactory  from  the  inspection  standpoint,  but 
needed  the  full  time  of  a  trained  nurse  to  carry  out  the  recommenda- 
tions and  suggestions  of  the  inspectors.  However  much  good  came 
from  the  work  of  these  physicians. 

Patrons'  Day  proved  to  be  as  popular  as  ever  and  there  are  very 
few  families  represented  in  our  schools  who  did  not  visit  some  school 
during  the  term.    The  work  done  in  penmanship  and  drawing  shown 
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at  the  end  of  the  term  elicited  much  favorable  comment.  The  music 
festival  programs  rendereed  by  the  grade  schools  and  by  the  high 
school  glee-clubs,  choruses,  and  orchestra  were  the  means  of  showing 
that  excellent  work  is  being  done  in  that  department. 

Special  lists  of  books,  adapted  to  the  age  and  ability  of  the  children 
in  the  various  grades  of  school  were  prepared  by  the  librarian  of 
the  Free-Public  Library  and  the  superintendent.  In  order  that  pupils 
and  teachers  should  follow  the  lists,  they  were  printed  on  book- 
markers. Pupils  were  not  only  encouraged  to  read  good  literature 
by  this  plan  but  they  were  also  instructed  in  the  proper  use  of  the 
library.  The  story-hour  was  a  feature  in  connection  with  this  work. 
The  results  of  this  effort  are  best  shown  in  the  circulation  of  juvenile 
books  and  by  the  quality  of  reading  found  among  school  children. 

During  the  year,  thirty-five  of  the  teachers  made  an  intensive  study 
of  the  history  of  education  and  its  applications.  Several  others 
were  taking  advanced  courses  in  normal  schools  and  colleges  with 
the  view  of  getting  credit  for  a  degree.  Nearly  every  grade  teacher 
has  completed  a  special  course  in  penmanship  with  the  view  of  teach- 
ing the  subject  better.  Quite  a  number  of  the  Pottsville  teachers 
may  be  found  among  those  who  are  taking  work  at  the  summer  schools 
^onducted  in  this  and  other  states. 

An  unusual  amount  of  sickness  among  our  teachers  was  the  only 
serious  handicap  that  we  experienced  in  our  work  during  the  year. 
There  were  times  when  twelve  per  cent,  of  our  schools  were  in  charge 
of  substitute  teachers. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  mention  was  made  of  our  having  out- 
grown our  high  school  facilities.  Since  then  an  annex  with  nine 
class  rooms,  an  auditorium  and  a  gymnasium  was  built  to  the  new 
Patterson  building  which  contained  twelve  rooms  before  the  annex 
was  added.  We  expect  to  ocupy  this  building  next  term  and  believe 
this  will  give  us  adequate  room  and  ideal  conditions  for  doing  high 
school  work. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  loyalty  and 
co-operation  of  my  teachers,  to  the  board  for  a  broad-minded  business 
policy  in  dealing  with  the  schools,  and  to  the  public  press  of  the  city 
for  courtesies  extended. 
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PUNXSUTAWNEY— F.  S.  Jackson. 


Statistical. 

The  school  year  just  closed  was  one  of  more  than  ordinarily  efficient 
and  steady  work.  It  was,  we  believe,  a  year  of  progress.  There 
seemed  a  greater  disposition  than  ever  before  on  the  part  of  the 
teachers  to  apply  to  the  every-day  problems  of  their  class-rooms  the 
theories  and  methods  of  their  professional  study  and  this  resulted, 
in  a  large  number  of  cases,  in  much  individual  progress. 

It  was  a  year  of  larger  numbers  in  the  schools:  the  over-crowding 
which  began  last  year  being  greatly  increased  this  year.  During 
the  year  there  were  enrolled  in  the  grades  a  total  of  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  sixty-three  pupils  (1,8G3)  and  in  the  high  school  a 
total  of  three  hundred  twenty-one  (321)  pupils  making  a  total  of 
two  thousand  one  hundred  fifty-three  (2,153)  pupils. 

The  average  daily  attendance  for  the  year  was  one  thousand 
five  hundred  one  (1,501)  in  the  grades  and  two  hundred  eighty-nine 
(2S9)  in  the  high  school;  an  average  daily  attendance  of  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  ninety  (1,790). 

Furniture  and  Equipment. 

The  removal  of  the  commercial  department  to  more  commodious 
quarters  in  the  Weber  Memorial  School  necessitated  the  purchase  of 
fifteen  additional  commercial  desks.  Three  typewriters  were  added 
to  the  department  during  the  year  making  the  total  number  fifteen. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  purchase  three  additional  machines  for  next 
year  to  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  this  section  of  the  high  school. 

Thirty-five  modern  steel  adjustable  desks  were  placed  in  the  room 
formerly  occupied  by  the  commercial  department.  The  portion  of 
this  room  formerly  occupied  by  the  typewriting  section  is  now  utilized 
as  a  high  school  library. 

The  Jenks  Hill  Schools  have  added  a  victrola  and  an  organ  to 
their  equipment.  Each  school  building  is  now  equipped  with  a  vic- 
trola, one  or  more  organs  or  pianos,  and  a  complete  set  of  traps  was 
recently  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  school  orchestra. 

Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science. 
Through  the  opening  of  the  Weber  Memorial  School,  manual  train- 
ing and  domestic  science  were  added  to  our  curriculum.     Two  lessons 
per  week  of  eighty  minutes  each  are  given  to  all  the  pupils  of  the 
seventh  and  eighth  grades ;  in  the  high  school  this  work  is  elected 
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by  those  who  wish  to  take  it.  This  work  has  rounded  out  our  course 
and  enables  us  to  give  our  boys  and  girls  a  thoroughly  modern  school 
training. 

School  Gardening. 

About  eighty-five  children  will  take  part  in  the  home  and  school 
garden  contest  this  year.  Last  year  this  contest  was  closed  with 
an  exhibit  of  flowers  and  vegetables  at  the  various  buildings  and  after- 
ward an  exhibit  at  the  local  fair.  At  this  time  an  exhibit  of  work 
from  our  art  department  was  made  also.  We  expect  to  enlarge  upon 
this  in  the  fall  by  using  more  space  and  fitting  our  booth  up  perma- 
nently. 

More  than  eight  thousand  packets  of  sseds  were  ordered  by  the 
pupils  through  the  Home  Gardening  Association  of  Cleveland  and 
many  ordered  shrubs,  trees  and  vines. 

A  local  arbor  day  was  held  on  which  the  planting  activities  were 
extended  to  the  home  and  community;  the  activities  were  also  ex- 
tended to  include  any  work  to  improve  the  appearance  of  the  streets, 
alleys  or  premises.  The  children  were  excused  at  two-forty-five  in 
the  afternoon  and  asked  to  report  later  on  their  work. 

Fourteen  hundred  eleven  pupils  reported  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred ninety-four  activities  as  follows : 

Made  flower  beds,  710 

Planted  vegetables, 266 

Cleaned  lawn  or  garden, 409 

Spaded  garden,   201 

Planted  fruit  trees, 86 

Planted  shade  trees, 72 

Set  out  shrubs, 204 

Mowed,  sowed,  or  sodded  lawn, 152 

Physical  Instruction. 

During  the  year,  the  schools  have,  for  the  first  time,  had  the  serv- 
ices of  a  paid  instructor  in  gymnastics  and  out-of-door  as  well  as  in- 
door sports.  Without  question  the  results  have  been  good.  At  an  ex- 
pense of  a  few  cents  per  pupil  we  have  done  much  to  instill  correct 
habits  of  breathing,  sitting,  walking,  and  standing.  Right  habits  in 
these  are  of  life-long  value  to  the  one  acquiring  them.  Digestion  is  im- 
proved, circulation  aided  and  brain  quickened.  Greater  efficiency  dur- 
ing the  hours  of  study  has  been  the  result. 

The  superintendent  desires  to  express  his  hearty  appreciation  of  the 
support  and  cooperation  of  the  State  Department  in  the  work  of  the 
year. 
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RADNOR  TOWNSHIP  (Delaware  Co.)— Georse  H.  Wilson. 


The  schools  of  this  township  have  had  both  a  prosperous  and  pro- 
gressive year,  a  year  that  has  witnessed  the  establishment  of  several 
additional  lines  of  activity.  In  May,  1915,  the  board  decided  to 
establish  a  summer  session  for  four  weeks,  designed  primarily  as  a 
review  school  for  those  who  had  failed  of  promotion  but  open  to  all 
pupils  in  the  district  from  the  fourth  to  eighth  grades  inclusive. 
There  was  an  attendance  of  about  eighty  of  whom  seventy  attended 
regularly  and  fifty  of  this  seventy  were  successful  in  maintaining 
their  standing  in  the  grade  to  which  they  were  promoted.  This  year 
the  scope  of  the  school  was  extended  to  include  grades  three  to  nine 
and  the  term  was  extended  to  six  weeks.  The  attendance  this  year- 
has  reached  over  two  hundred,  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  of 
whom  were  promoted  to  the  next  grade  as  a  result  of  their  work. 
This  not  only  means  a  saving  to  the  pupils  of  one  year  but  means 
a  saving  to  the  township  of  many  times  the  cost  of  the  summer  school's 
maintenance. 

Two  combined  school  garden  and  playground  plants  were  also 
established  both  of  which  have  been  very  successful  in  attendance 
and  in  the  various  lines  of  activity  which  have  been  carried  on. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  there  are  few  industries  in  the  district 
and  not  enough  children  between  fourteen  and  sixteen  at  work  to 
justify  the  establishment  of  a  continuation  school,  this  new  feature 
of  school  work  has  not  yet  become  a  part  of  our  system. 

One  of  the  most  progressive  measures  yet  undertaken  by  the  dis- 
trict is  the  establishment  of  a  dental  clinic  for  the  coming  year.  The 
board  appropriated  six  hundred  dollars  which  with  gifts  from  in- 
terested citizens  has  given  us  a  well-equipped  office  and  the  generous 
offer  of  three  local  dentists  to  contribute  their  services  gratis  for  a 
year  ensures  the  success  of  this  most  important  phase  of  remedial 
school  work. 

The  second  annual  teachers'  institute  held  by  the  district  in  Sep- 
tember, 1915,  was  as  successful  as  its  predecessor  and  "ensures  the 
permanency  of  this  institution. 
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READING— Charles  S.  Foes. 


In  Reading  as  elsewhere,  people  are  awakening  to  the  possibilities 
of  the  public  schools,  not  only  for  child  instruction,  but  for  adult  im- 
provement. Undoubtedly  the  desirable  aim  of  public  education  is 
to  elevate  the  masses,  and  in  proportion  as  the  people  are  willing  to 
pay  the  expenses,  this  will  now  be  realized. 

Diagnosing  the  need  and  realizing  its  responsibility,  the  Reading 
board  of  education  is  continuing  its  policy  of  reconstruction,  and  is 
laboring  unflinchingly  to  establish  a  school  system  scientific  in  its 
scheme  and  practical  in  its  application.  Readjustment  after  read- 
justment has  been  the  work  of  the  year  until  it  may  be  said  that  we 
at  least  approximate  our  ideal. 

The  plan  recognizes  two  distinct  divisions,  viz:  the  legislative  and 
the  administrative.  Under  the  former  is  included  the  work  of  the 
board  and  committees — finance,  property,  supplies,  teachers.  Under 
administration  fall  two  sub-divisions — business  and  instruction.  A 
superintendent  with  two  assistants,  one  largely  devoted  to  the  business 
and  research  and  efficiency  ends,  and  one  to  instruction,  are  working 
toward  standardization  in  all  departments.  Under  business  are  the 
following  sub-departments:  secretarial,  finance,  accounts  and  sta- 
tistics, law,  property,  and  supplies.  Under  instruction  are  three 
general  divisions — school  unit  supervision,  regular  instruction  super- 
vision, and  consulting  head  supervision.  The  school  units  are  high 
schools,  normal  training  school,  intermediate  and  grammar  grades, 
primary  grades  and  kindergartens,  ungraded  school,  continuation 
schools  and  classes,  evening  schools,  community  and  teacher  activities. 
The  regular  instruction  supervision  includes  practical  arts,  visual 
instruction,  physical  education  and  athletics,  writing  and  music. 
The  third  division  includes  consulting  heads  in  English,  arithmetic, 
history  and  civics,  geography  and  elementary  science,  ancient  and 
modern  languages,  commercial  work,  and  home  gardening.  The  con- 
sulting heads  of  these  branches  are  only  advisory  in  capacity.  Under 
this  scheme  fall  the  numerous  school  activities  which  we  have  fully 
outlined  in  chart  form.  These  activities  endeavor  to  recognize  the 
needs  of  pupils,  teachers,  and  citizens. 

In  the  business  department  we  have  installed  a  new  accounting  and 
statistical  system  and  a  standardization  of  methods  and  functions. 
Under  general  instruction  we  note  the  establishment  of  continuation 
schools,  with  an  enrollment  of  more  than  a  thousand  pupils;  the 
appointment  of  a  second  assistant  to  the  superintendent  and  an 
assistant  physical  director ;  a  department  of  child  welfare  to  include 
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vocational  guidance,  employment  certificates,  and  school  enumeration ; 
the  assumption  and  control  of  kindergartens;  the  revision  of  the 
course  of  study  by  teachers'  councils  and  supervisors  and  reviewed  by 
the  graduate  school  of  Teachers'  College,  Columbia  University;  the  ex- 
emption of  pupils  from  examinations  who  attain  a  mark  of  seventy-five 
in  a  branch;  the  commencement  of  home  gardens  with  nearly  four 
thousand  pupils  enrolled;  supervision  of  play  at  recess;  extension  of 
mid-year  promotions  to  all  grades;  the  establishment  of  vocational 
courses  for  over  age  pupils;  the  forming  of  classes  for  slow  and 
rapid  pupils;  the  experiment  of  having  first  grade  rooms  in  use  six 
hours  instead  of  four,  with  twice  the  number  of  pupils  in  charge 
of  two  teachers,  each  on  duty  five  hours;  letter  campaign  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  publicity  of  Beading. 

Interesting  features  as  reported  from  the  school  unit  departments 
are: 

High  school  for  girls — eleven  recitation  periods,  students  reporting 
from  8:25  to  11:25  a.  m.  for  first  recitation;  inspection  day  for  the 
public  during  an  afternoon  and  evening  with  two  thousand  visitors; 
violin  lessons;  tennis  courts;  woman  instructor  in  swimming;  laundry 
work;  four  recitation  periods  a  week  for  first  year  classes,  the  fifth 
devoted  to  slow  pupils ;  junior  college  work  for  twenty-four  students ; 
German  class  dictation  in  shorthand;  original  plans  for  interior 
decoration  of  homes. 

High  school  for  boys — triangular  debating  league  and  interscholas- 
tic  oratorical  league  of  seven  high  schools  organized;  essay  contest 
by  Reading  chamber  of  commerce;  junior  chamber  of  commerce  to 
stimulate  interest  in  civic  affairs. 

Intermediate  and  grammar  grades — mathematical  data  from  ma- 
terial obtained  from  business  concerns;  emphasis  in  civics  placed  on 
the  pupil's  function  in  government;  classes  in  manual  training  and 
domestic  science  one-half  day  instead  of  two  periods  of  one  hour 
each. 

Primary  grades — study  periods  for  reading  in  the  first  and  second 
grades;  home  study  practically  eliminated;  use  of  the  arithmetic 
problems  as  a  reading  lesson  to  teach  arithmetic  intelligently  and 
to  reason  clearly;  use  of  number  games,  as  playing  store,  scoring,  time 
tests,  class  contests. 

Ungraded  school — abolition  of  school  for  truants  and  distribution 
of  pupils  among  strong  teachers;  the  forming  of  additional  classes 
for  retarded  pupils. 

Normal  training  school — on  account  of  the  difficulty  to  enroll  pupils, 
no  junior  class  will  be  organized  next  year. 

Continuation  schools  and  classes — woodworking,  drawing,  and  cook- 
ing taught;  subject-matter  of  particular  lines  of  work  suggested  by 
employers;  helpful  co-operation  on  part  of  employers  in  enforcing 
attendance;  twelve  teachers  employed. 
23 
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Evening  schools — school  for  foreigners  growing;  social  center  work 
under  immediate  charge  of  school  authorities. 

Community  and  teacher  activities — successful  bible  vacation  schools 
in  summer;  evening  extension  schools  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Wharton  School  and  the  pedagogical  departments  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania;  ten  thousand  dollars  raised  for  athletic  field  by 
popular  subscription;  teachers'  institute  devoted  to  one  subject  each 
day  as  follows:  ''The  Play  Movement,"  Henry  S.  Curtis;  ''Educa- 
tional Measurements,"  S.  A.  Courtis;  ''Visual  Education,"  Alfred  W. 
Abrams;  "Civics,"  Arthur  W.  Dunn;  "Course  of  Study,"  M.  B. 
Hillegas;  teachers'  retirement  surplus  over  $30,000,  accumulated  in 
three  years. 

Supervision  by  subjects  shows  excellent  results:  Practical  arts — 
pupils  in  ungraded  vocational  schools  receive  fifty  per  cent,  of  shop 
work  and  fifty  per  cent,  academic  work;  printing  equipment  pur- 
chased; electrical  work  for  day  and  evening  classes;  repairs  to  the 
wiring  of  several  school  buildings  made  by  pupils;  evening  courses 
in  electricity,  machine  shop  practice,  cabinetmaking,  patternmaking, 
automobile  construction;  practical  designing  in  metalworking,  wood- 
working, textiles,  wallpaper,  and  ceramics  by  high  school  boys  and 
girls;  drawing  from  nature,  designing,  perspective,  and  elementary 
mechanical  drawing  in  the  grades;  classes  for  any  group  of  students 
applying  for  same. 

Writing — increased  time  for  penmanship;  introduction  of  hand- 
written spelling  into  first  grade  consisting  of  two,  three,  four,  and 
five  words  grouped  in  order  of  the  development  of  the  letters;  in- 
troduction of  a  graded  set  of  co-ordinated  drills  to  facilitate  the 
teaching  of  muscular  action. 

Music — Violin  classes;  orchestra  in  high  schools. 

Physical  education  and  athletics — Volleyball  equipment  in  nearly 
all  buildings;  swimming  instruction  for  high  school  boys  and  girls 
and  grade  teachers. 

Visual  education — Thirty  new  pictures  and  a  valuable  Venetian 
cabinet  in  art  gallery;  public  Friday  evening  lectures  to  crowded 
audiences;  illustrated  lectures  on  geographical  subjects  to  grades 
six,  seven,  and  eight;  new  lighting  system  in  main  art  gallery. 

Medical  inspection — Nine  sub-dispensaries  under  a  nurse;  dental 
dispensary  with  a  paid  operator;  monthly  inspections  of  school  build- 
ings and  yards  by  assistant  medical  inspectors. 

With  the  general  re-organization  thus  practically  completed,  the 
work  of  the  coming  year  will  be  one  of  detail  and  a  comparative 
study  of  school  systems  of  the  United  States.  The  aim  as  already 
intimated  is  to  give  all  interested  the  opportunity  for  self-develop- 
ment; the  plan — scientific  in  its  modern  sense;  the  accomplishment — 
all  that  an  enthusiastic,  energetic,  and  conscientious  corps  of  super- 
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visors  and  teachers  can  accomplish;  the  slogan — "Efficiency  and 
Standardization  Within  Reasonable  Limits,"  leaving  to  each  individ- 
ual entire  freedom  in  working  out  detailed  plans.  After  all,  our 
purpose — an  endeavor  to  meet  the  demands  of  a  democracy  in  educat- 
ing its  citizens — child  and  adult,  for  the  responsibilities  incumbent 
upon  the  individual,  believing  that  true  preparedness  lies  in  antici- 
pating all  the  ideals  of  a  community,  state,  and  nation. 


REDSTONE  TOWNSHIP  (Fayette  Co.)— Ira  H.  Hess. 


In  submitting  to  the  department  my  second  annual  report,  I  feel 
justified  in  stating  that  the  schools  of  the  district  are  steadily  gain- 
ing a  higher  standard  of  efficiency.  There  is  no  field  of  labor  in 
which  it  is  so  difficult  to  discern  the  degree  of  progress  as  the  educa- 
tional field.  Material  progress  is  readily  seen,  but  that  which  deals 
with  the  immortal  soul  takes  years  to  determine  the  results.  We 
trust  that  the  advancement  made  during  the  past  year  is  permanent 
and  that  we  are  building  on  a  foundation  that  will  lead  to  the  ideal 
education.  In  local  institute  and  literary  work,  it  has  been  a  banner 
year,  as  more  interest  was  manifested  on  the  part  of  both  teachers 
and  patrons  than  during  any  previous  year  of  my  experience.  We 
have  not  lost  sight  of  the  value  of  the  study  of  methods  and  school 
management.  Some  of  the  teachers  have  read  more  than  six  books 
during  the  term. 

Nearly  all  of  our  teachers  did  good  earnest  work  during  the  term. 
They  were  faithful  in  endeavor,  professional  in  spirit  and  successful 
in  lasting  results.  A  few  did  not  do  good  work.  As  far  as  possible, 
I  am  keeping  such  out  of  the  schools  for  the  term  of  1916. 

Most  failures  among  teachers  are  due  to  their  inability  to  maintain 
wholesome  discipline.  They  do  not  understand  child  nature,  they  do 
not  know  how  to  keep  children  usefully  employed  and  interested-in 
short  they  lack  tact  and  lose  all  hold  on  their  children. 
"  I  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  two  new  buildings  erected  during 
the  year.  One  at  Herbert,  which  takes  the  place  of  one  which  the 
town  had  outgrown,  is  a  four-room  building  all  on  the  ground  floor 
with  all  the  modern  conveniences  and  fire  proof,  and  is  in  every  way 
a  credit  to  the  district  and  indicates  a  progressive  educational  spirit. 

23—6—1916 
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We  point  with  pride  to  the  new  high  school  building  just  completed. 
Some  of  our  citizens,  people  who  are  interested  in  education  too,  con- 
tend that  it  will  be  cheaper  and  better  to  send  their  children  to  a 
neighboring  high  school.  But  this  takes  them  away  from  home  at  a 
time  when  they  need  the  parental  care:  it  also  educates  them  away 
from  the  country  life  and  the  farm,  tends  to  give  them  more  or  less 
contempt  for  the  rural  life  and  its  duties  rather  than  a  love  for  it. 
Children  of  the  rural  districts  should  receive  their  elementary  edu- 
cation at  home  as  far  as  possible. 

I  earnestly  believe  in  the  teaching  of  agriculture  in  the  schools  of 
the  rural  districts:  and  it  is  my  intention  to  labor  diligently  to  create 
a  sentiment  in  favor  of  this  work  and  to  secure  the  adoption  of  a  good 
practical  course  in  agriculture  in  our  township  high  school,  also  to 
bring  into  the  common  schools  a  systematic  study  of  real  plants  and 
animals. 

New  study  chair  desks  for  all  new  rooms;  bright,  attractive  supple- 
mentary books  for  the  lower  grades;  fire-escapes  made  secure;  doors 
swinging  outward;  improved  toilet  rooms  for  several  schools;  thor- 
oughly cleaned  and  disinfected  school-rooms  everywhere  mark  the 
preparation  made  for  the  new  school  year  191G-1917,  from  which  we 
expect  larger  returns  in  the  increased  efficiency  of  our  schools. 

Our  school  board  is  a  conservative  and  efficient  body  of  men  who 
know  our  needs  and  do  all  in  their  power  to  provide  well  for  both 
teachers  and  pupils. 

Home  credits  system  introduced  into  our  schools  the  latter  half 
of  the  term  and  many  parents  and  teachers  praised  the  use  of  it, 
claiming  that  their  children  were  easier  controlled,  and  that  it  taught 
industry,  truthfulness,  self-reliance  and  kept  the  children  out  of  mis- 
chief. Some  of  the  children  earned  as  high  as  4,000  credits  in  four 
months.  They  were  given  credits  for  65  different  items.  Space  will 
not  permit  me  to  say  more. 

A  banking  account  was  started  in  all  but  two  of  our  schools  and 
during  the  five  months  $1,314.95  were  saved.  This  too  has  become 
very  popular  with  the  children  and  parents.  Instead  of  buying  so 
much  gum  and  candy  the  money  was  placed  in  a  bank  that  paid  in- 
terest. 

Too  much  credit  can  not  be  given  to  the  large  number  of  patrons 
who  have  visited  their  children  in  school,  thus  encouraging  both 
pupils  and  teachers. 

The  success  of  our  schools  from  year  to  year  is  ordinarily  measured 
by  the  number  of  pupils  who  succeed  in  reaching  the  line  of  promo- 
tion. Judging  by  this  standard  and  also  by  the  character  of  our 
work  in  general,  we  believe  that  we  have  done  as  much  as  could  be 
reasonably  expected  both  in  regard  to  Hie  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  work. 
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In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  the  teachers  for  their  valued  services, 
the  directors  for  their  hearty  co-operation  and  the  members  of  the 
department  for  their  kind  assistance  and  advice.  In  addition  I  wish 
to  thank  the  press  of  the  county  for  the  publicity  given  during  the 
year  to  all  matters  tending  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  schools. 


ROCHESTER— W.  S.  Taft. 


It  is  rather  unsatisfactory  sometimes  to  write  up  a  report  of  what 
a  school  system  has  accomplished  during  any  given  year,  inasmuch 
as  the  various  forms  of  growth  in  school  work  are  too  intangible  for 
one  to  say  what  growth  has  been  constructive  or  what  has  been  use- 
less. 

We  believe,  however,  that  the  Rochester  schools  have  at  least  not 
retrograded  from  their  usual  high  standard  of  work.  A  decided  im- 
pulse toward  definite  and  logical  instruction  is  one  of  the  results  of 
serious  study  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  at  the  various  summer 
schools  last  summer.  This  better  training  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  | 
had  a  most  beneficial  effect  on  the  pupils. 

The  enrollment  in  both  grades  and  high  school  was  far  in  excess 
of  any  former  year.  Every  building  was  crowded  to  its  utmost 
capacity.  A  new  grade-six-was  added.  Departmental  work  was 
carried  on  in  grade  eight  with  excellent  results.  This  system  will 
be  used  in  the  grade  seven  during  1916-1917. 

The  high  school  showed  the  largest  enrollment  of  its  history.  We 
closed  with  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  students.  One  more  teacher 
was  added  to  the  faculty  and  also  another  period  to  the  school  day. 
A  year  of  French  and  a  course  in  general  science  were  added  to  the 
curriculum.  The  graduating  class  was  composed  of  twenty-eight 
members. 

The  helpful  suggestions  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
and  the  loyal  support  of  the  local  Board  of  Education  are  gratefully 
acknowledged. 
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SCRANTON— S.  E.  Weber. 


During  the  year  a  number  of  changes  have  been  brought  about 
which  are  undoubtedly  of  marked  value  to  the  district. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  board,  all  promotion  was  changed  from  an 
annual  to  a  semi-annual  promotion,  and  at  the  same  time  a  resolu- 
tion was  approved  by  the  board  admitting  children  to  the  first  grade 
but  twice  a  year;  namely,  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  opening 
of  the  first  term  and  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  opening  of  the 
second  term.  Since  these  resolutions  have  gone  into  effect,  two  classes 
have  been  graduated  from  the  eighth  grade  into  the  Central  and 
Technical  high  schools,  and  two  classes  have  been  admitted  to  the 
first  grade  in  harmony  with  the  intent  and  purpose  of  the  second  reso- 
lution, so  that  now  it  is  possible  for  a  child  to  enter  school  either  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  or  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  half  of  the 
year  and  pass  right  through  all  of  the  grades,  including  the  high 
school  without  skipping  any  work  and  without  losing  any  time,  in  a 
period  of  twelve  years. 

A  good  beginning  has  been  made  in  the  establishment  of  two  rooms 
for  ungraded  classes  wherein  are  taken  care  of  those  pupils  who 
could  not  well  profit  by  the  instruction  given  in  a  regular  classroom, 
and  who,  in  addition,  would  be  a  handicap  to  the  other  pupils  in  the 
room.  These  classes  have  undoubtedly  established  their  value  in  our 
school  system. 

In  a  similar  manner,  a  beginning  has  been  made  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  domestic  science  and  art  and  manual  training  center  for 
seventh  and  eighth  grade  pupils.  This  center,  located  in  the  Admin- 
istration Building,  is  now  accommodating  seventh  and  eighth  grade 
pupils  of  ten  schools  in  the  central  city.  Beginning  with  the  school 
year  1916 — 1917.  two  additional  domestic  science  and  art  and  manual 
training  centers  for  seventh  and  eighth  grade  pupils  will  be  estab- 
lished in  South  Side  and  North  Scranton. 

With  a  view  to  emphasizing  the  fundamentals  in  reading,  writ- 
ing, spelling,  arithmetic,  geography,  history  and  language,  the  super- 
intendent of  schools  appointed  committees,  consisting  of  elementary 
schools  principals,  to  revise  the  elementary  course  of  study  and  to 
indicate  in  such  course  of  study  minimum  essentials  in  the  several 
elementary  school  subjects.  All  of  these  committees  were  assisted  in 
their  work  by  the  grade  teachers.  T  believe  that  this  course  of  study 
will  make  for  the  better  instruction  of  the  children  in  our  schools  be- 
cause in  it  are  indicated  to  be  taught  only  those  facts  and  principles 
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for  which  the  child  has  immediate  use  and  will  have  constant  use  as 
he  leaves  the  school.  I  am  more  and  more  convinced  that  the  teaching 
of  a  few  really  useful  things  is  very  much  better  than  the  teaching  of 
many  unrelated,  useless  and  unfixed  bits  of  information. 

All  the  teachers  in  the  service  are  now  pursuing  systematically 
some  course  in  professional  study  and  reading,  from  the  high  schools 
down  through  the  kindergarten.  The  meetings  in  the  two  high 
schools  and  in  the  elementary  schools  are  conducted  in  each  case  by 
the  principals,  and  in  the  kindergarten  by  the  supervisor  of  kinder- 
gartens. In  addition  to  these  courses,  the  superintendent  is  conduct- 
ing a  semi-monthly  course  with  the  principals  of  the  elementary 
schools.  Several  colleges  and  universities  have  offered  to  give  col- 
lege or  university  credit  for  the  successful  completion  of  this  course. 
In  addition  to  these  courses,  Columbia  University  has  offered,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  a  course  in  the  English  Literature 
of  the  19th  century.  This  course  was  attended  by  116  students,  most 
of  whom  are  teachers  in  our  schools.  Plans  have  already  been  per- 
fected with  Columbia  University  for  the  giving  of  two  extension 
courses  next  year,  one  in  the  English  Literature  of  the  first  half  of  the 
19th  century  and  the  other  in  Educational  Phychology. 

A  beginning  has  been  made  in  combining  several  of  the  smaller 
schools  with  larger  ones  and  putting  them  under  the  supervision  of 
one  principal.  Such  an  arrangement,  first  of  all,  is  considerably  more 
economical  in  the  administration  of  our  schools  than  the  administra- 
tion of  schools  with  a  larger  number  of  individual  buildings,  each 
one  presided  over  by  a  principal.  Wherever  consolidation  is  effected, 
the  district  saves  in  every  case  the  difference  between  the  salary  of 
the  principal  having  charge  of  the  .consolidated  schools  and  the  salary 
of  a  grade  teacher.  You  can  readily  see  how  a  substantial  sum  of 
money  can  be  saved  to  the  district  by  this  plan.  The  second  element 
in  favor  of  such  consolidation,  and  one  which  I  consider  more  vital 
than  the  first  one,  is  that  by  such  consolidation  the  principal  of 
schools  is  really  in  position  to  do  effective  supervising.  He  is  un- 
hampered by  continuous  teaching  of  any  particular  class,  although 
every  principal  should  take  many  occasions  to  teach  a  class  here  and 
there  for  the  benefit  of  the  teachers  under  his  charge. 

Our  high  school  situation  offers  a  very  serious  problem  in  this  city 
if  all  the  children  of  high  school  age  are  to  be  accomodated.  Next  year 
we  shall  be  obliged  to  have  double  sessions  in  both  high  schools.  To 
relieve  this  congested  condition,  the  board  has  passed  a  resolution  to 
establish  a  'junior  high  school  on  the  West  Side  in  which  are  to  be 
taught  the  71h  and  8th  grade  and  first-year  high  school  pupils  for 
that  section  of  the  city.  As  the  necessity  arises,  it  is  contemplated 
to   establish    similar   junior  high   schools   in   other   sections   of  the 
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city.     The  arguments  presented  to  the  board  for  the  establishment 
of  the  first  junior  high  school  are  as  follows: 

1.  Assembling  pupils  of  the  7th  and  Sth  grades  in  a  single  build- 
ing instead  of  having  them  scattered  in  a  number  of  buildings  would 
make  for  economy  of  administration  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  fewer 
teachers  would  be  needed  to  teach  the  same  number  of  pupils  in  a 
single  building  than  are  required  when  such  pupils  are  distributed 
among  a  number  of  buildings. 

2.  Promotion  in  these  grades  would  be  by  subject  rather  than  by 
grade,  as  at  the  present  time.  In  the  higher  elementary  grades,  as 
in  the  high  school,  it  is  manifestly  unjust  to  compel  a  child  to  repeat 
the  entire  year's  work  because  of  failure  in  one  or  two  subjects. 

3.  Putting  the  first  year  of  the  high  school  with  the  last  two  years 
of  the  grammar  grades,  permits  an  easy  transition  from  the  grammar 
school  to  the  high  school.  If  a  junior  high  school  is  placed  in  charge 
of  a  college  graduate  who  is  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  pupils 
of  this  age,  and  who  has  gotten  the  point  of  view  of  both  the  grammar 
school  and  the  high  school,  by  experience,  and  if  his  assistants  are 
persons  of  large  sympathy  and  superior  scholarship,  then  this  plan 
effects  the  closest  articulation  between  the  grammar  school  and  the 
high  school  and  avoids  the  present  gap  between  the  two  grades  of 
schools  which  has  long  been  considered  one  of  the  most  potent  causes 
for  the  pupils  dropping  out  of  school  during  the  first  year  of  high 
school. 

4.  The  plan  would  bring  the  first  year  of  the  high  school  geo- 
graphically nearer  the  child's  home.  On  account  of  the  expense  in- 
volved to  go  to  and  from  a  central  high  school,  and  on  account  of  the 
distance  of  a  central  high  school  building  from  the  child's  own  home, 
some  children  never  enter  the  high  school.  It  is  believed  that  if  such 
a  school  were  located  near  the  child's  home  that  many  parents  would 
make  the  sacrifices  necessary  to  give  their  children  at  least  one  more 
year  of  educational  opportunity,  and  in  many  cases,  seeing  the  profits 
derived  from  such  a  year  of  study,  would  make  further  sacrifices  to 
enable  their  children  to  complete  a  high  school  course. 

The  probable  effect  of  establishing  such  schools  might  be  compared 
to  the  facts  noticed  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  six  years  after  the 
establishment  of  district  high  schools  throughout  Ihe  city  to  supple- 
ment the  central  high  schools.  Today  the  number  of  pupils  in  the 
first  year  classes  exceeds,  by  a  considerable  number,  the  total  regis- 
tration in  all  of  the  high  schools  in  the  central  part  of  the  city  six 
years  ago. 

5.  A  junior  high  school  building,  located  in  the  center  of  a  given 
community,  would  cost  less  to  equip  properly  with  domestic  science 
and  art  laboratories,  shops,  elementary  science  laboratories,  freehand 
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and  mechanical  drawing,  a  gymnasium  which  might  be  so  constructed 
as  to  serve,  also,  for  a  community  center  room,  than  is  possible  under 
any  other  plan. 

G.  Such  a  building,  constructed  more  on  the  plans  of  an  elemen- 
tary school  building  than  a  high  school  building,  would  cost  much 
less  to  erect  than  would  a  high  school  building  properly  equipped  to 
carry  on  all  the  courses  which  ought  to  be  offered  in  a  modern  cos- 
mopolitan high  school. 

Night  Schools. 

The  night  schools  have  shown  a  marked  increase  in  attendance 
during  the  last  year,  the  enrollment  exceeding  the  enrollment  of  the 
previous  year  by  approximately  700.  This  increase  is  largely  due  to 
the  higher  qualifications  of  night  school  teachers  required.  No  one 
is  permitted  to  teach  in  our  night  schools  who  is  not  either  regularly 
employed  as  a  teacher  in  our  day  schools  or  who  is  on  our  eligible 
list.    From  these  two  groups  only  the  very  best  are  selected. 

Courses  in  mining  were  offered  last  year  which  were  well  attended 
and  the  classes  for  foreigners  showed  an  increased  enrollment.  For 
the  next  year  we  are  planning  to  enlarge  further  the  scope  of  both  of 
these  classes  of  courses. 

Continuation  Schools. 

Seven  hundred  (700)  pupils  received  instruction  in  our  continua- 
tion schools.  The  schools  were  started  promptly  on  the  third  of 
January  in  compliance  with  the  Cox  Labor  Law.  The  school  was 
housed  in  the  central  high  school  and  all  pupils  were  instructed  in 
the  afternoon.  The  central  high  school  building  was  the  only  build- 
ing available  for  this  purpose.  Assembling  continuation  school  pupils 
in  a  central  place  has  a  number  of  distinctive  advantages.  Tt  makes 
possible  the  establishment  of  an  esprit  de  corps  among  the  teachers 
and  pupils  in  such  a  school.  It  permits  grading  of  pupils  and  brings 
them  into  an  atmosphere  conducive  to  continuance  in  school  rather 
than  allowing  the  presence  of  elements  which  discourage  pupils  in 
their  study  or  continuing  their  work.  Next  year  we  are  planning  to 
distribute  these  schools  in  various  parts  of  the  city  so  they  will  be 
more  accessible  to  places  of  employment.  For  the  convenience  of  the 
pupils  and  for  the  convenience  of  the  employers  the  schools  will  be 
conducted  on  a  whole  day  session. 

So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  this  new  plan  of  school  will  commend 
itself  to  the  public  with  increasing  favor  as  the  problem  is  more 
successfully  worked  out.  By  the  enactment  of  this  law,  for  which 
the  Governor  is  very  largely  responsible,  he  will  add  new  lustre  to  a 
name  which  is  already  highly  distinguished  for  large  public  service. 
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The  teachers  of  Scranton  and  community,  the  Board  of  Education, 
the  public,  and  I  were  highly  delighted  with  the  presence  of  the 
State  Teachers'  Convention  last  December.  We  have  been  greatly 
benefited  and  hope  that  the  time  may  not  be  long  delayed  until  the 
association  returns  again  for  holding  its  annual  meeting. 

The  year's  work,  considered  as  a  whole,  has  been  very  satisfactory. 
The  great  body  of  teachers  in  the  district  have  rendered  conscientious 
and  efficient  service. 


SHAMOKIN— Joseph  Howerth. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  in  the 
history  of  our  schools.  The  event  that  stands  out  most  prominently 
is  the  completion  and  dedication  of  a  new  high  school  building.  The 
building  is  complete  in  every  detail  and  large  enough  to  accommo- 
date one  thousand  students.  At  the  opening  of  school  the  high  school 
enrollment  increased  twenty-three  per  cent.  The  high  school  course 
of  study  was  thoroughly  revised.  Manual  training,  cooking  and  sew- 
ing were  introduced  and  the  results  secured  in  these  branches  were 
beyond  our  expectations.  As  soon  as  our  finances  permit  we  hope  to 
have  this  work  given  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades. 

The  evening  schools  were  open  for  a  term  of  six  months.  Courses 
were  given  in  mining,  mechanical  drawing,  mathematics,  English  for 
foreigners,  cooking,  sewing,  shorthand,  typewriting  and  bookkeeping. 
Each  student  who  registered  was  required  to  deposit  one  dollar.  This 
secured  regular  attendance. 

A  continuation  school  was  opened  on  January  1st  and  two  teachers 
placed  in  charge.  The  employers  co-operated  heartily  and  it  is  hoped 
that  much  good  may  be  accomplished  by  this  work. 


SHARON— W.  D.  Gamble. 


The  schools  of  Sharon  closed  June  2.  On  this  date  a  class  of  70 
finished  the  high  school  course.  This  is  the  largest  class  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  school.  In  common  with  most  places  our  high  school  at- 
tendance is  increasing  rapidly.    It  is  imperative  that  we  build  a  new 
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high  school  building  in  the  near  future.  In  all  probability  the  Board 
of  Education  will  take  the  initial  steps  this  coming  fall.  The  en- 
rollment in  the  high  school  in  1904,  when  the  present  building  was 
constructed,  was  125.  The  total  attendance  for  the  year  just  ended 
was  461.  Of  the  pupils  promoted  from  the  eighth  grade  from  90% 
to  95%  enter  high  school.  In  spite  of  the  strong  call  of  the  mills  it 
reached  nearly  95%  the  past  year.  Out  of  a  total  enrollment  in  all  of 
our  schools  of  3,457  not  over  twenty  general  employment  certificates 
were  issued.  The  attitude  of  the  general  public  toward  education  is 
very  good  in  Sharon. 

Because  of  crowded  conditions  in  some  parts  of  the  city  the  per- 
centage of  promotions  this  year  has  fallen  a  little  below  our  usual 
average.  We  have  also  had  more  than  the  average  amount  of  sick- 
ness. In  spite  of  these  things  we  feel  that  the  year  has  been  a  pro- 
fitable one  and  that  steady  progress  along  conservative  lines  of  de- 
velopment has  been  made.  To  relieve  the  congestion  in  the  most 
crowded  district  the  board  has  given  the  contract  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  four  room  building. 

In  the  high  school  there  has  been  a  good  spirit  of  industry,  not 
only  in  the  regular  school  work,  but  a  marked  improvement  of  in- 
terest as  well  in  public  speaking,  debating  and  general  literary  work. 

At  the  annual  teachers'  institute  held  in  January  a  lively  interest 
was  manifested  by  the  people  of  the  city  and  the  attendance  on  the 
part  of  the  general  public  was  the  best  we  have  ever  had.  Dr.  Ed- 
ward Howard  Griggs  and  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson  held  the  interest  of  all 
throughout  the  week  and  left  with  us  much  food  for  thought  during 
the  passing  days. 

The  medical  inspection  of  the  schools  revealed  a  much  smaller  per- 
centage of  ailments  than  was  shown  by  the  former  inspection  of  four- 
years  ago.  This  manifests,  we  believe,  aside  from  the  benefit  directly 
traceable  to  the  previous  inspection,  that  parents  are  watching  their 
children  more  carefully  and  are  acting  more  upon  their  own  initiative 
in  matters  that  concern  the  physical  and  mental  welfare  of  their 
children. 

We  again  acknowledge  with  gratitude  helpful  suggestions  both 
from  the  State  and  National  Departments  of  Education. 
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SHENANDOAH— J.  W.  Cooper. 


During  the  past  school  year  the  work  in  our  schools  was  commend- 
able. The  increase  of  pupils  in  our  high  school  and  in  our  grammar 
schools  was  encouraging.  There  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school 
301  pupils,  an  increase  of  74  pupils;  and  in  the  grammar  schools 
(7th  and  8th  grades)  440  pupils  were  enrolled.  The  total  enrollment 
in  the  district  was  4,402  pupils.  The  new  labor  laws  are  having  a 
good  effect,  educationally,  in  this  district  by  keeping  the  boys  in 
school  till  they  complete  sixth  grade  work. 

During  the  term  our  teaching  force,  with  three  new  teachers,  was 
the  same  as  the  previous  term;  and  the  teachers  were  as  energetic 
and  displayed  as  much  interest  in  their  work  as  during  any  preceding 
term.  The  results  are  satisfactory  and  the  promotions  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  coming  term  will  surpass  those  of  any  former  term.  Forty- 
one  were  graduated  from  the  high  school  and  173  were  passed  for  en- 
trance to  the  high  school. 

The  work  on  the  new  high  school  building  has  not  moved  as  rapidly 
as  the  writer  desired  to  see  it  move.  Considerable  time  was  lost 
before  the  department  approved  the  plans.  The  plans  were  not  ap- 
proved until  our  board  decided  to  make  the  building  fire-proof 
throughout.  Now  the  contracts  have  been  awarded,  the  work  is  mov- 
ing on  nicely  and  we  expect  by  the  close  of  next  term  to  have  a  fine 
commodious  modern  building  which  will  meet  the  demands  of  the 
school  district  and  be  a  credit  to  our  town. 

The  board  has  given  close  attention  to  its  line  of  work  and  has 
spent  considerable  in  painting  and  repairing.  The  Library  Trustees 
spent  about  |925.00  on  the  maintenance,  the  repair  of  old  books  and 
the  purchase  of  new  books  on  history,  science  and  fiction  for  the 
Public  School  Library. 


SOUTH  BETHLEHEM— A.  H.  Buck. 


The  school  year  just  ended  marks  a  distinct  advance  in  the  work 
of  our  schools.  This  advance  has  been  made  possible  by  the  co-opera- 
tion of  a  progressive  board  and  the  work  of  an  earnest  and  faithful 
corps  of  teachers.    A  greater  amount  of  professional  spirit  has  been 
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shown  by  the  teachers  this  past  year  than  heretofore.  Every  teacher 
attended  all  of  the  sessions  of  the  County  Institute,  and  in  the  State 
Teachers'  Association  our  district  prides  itself  upon  an  enrollment 
of  100%.    A  large  amount  of  professional  reading  was  done. 

Our  enrollment  of  pupils  was  2,588  with  an  average  attendance  of 
2,014  and  a  per  cent,  of  attendance  of  88.  These  averages  would 
have  been  considerably  higher  had  there  not  been  an  unusual  amount 
of  sickness  prevalent  during  the  winter  months. 

Thirty  pupils  were  graduated  from  the  high  school  with  appro- 
priate exercises.  The  majority  of  those  in  the  college  preparatory 
department  purpose  entering  higher  institutions  in  the  fall.  Those 
from  the  commercial  department  readily  secured  positions  and  held 
them.  The  certificate  of  the  high  school  is  honored  at  all  our  col- 
leges in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state  and  we  have  students  at  Lehigh 
University,  University  of  Pennsjdvania,  Pennsylvania  State,  Mora- 
vian College  for  Women  and  at  various  normal  schools.  We  expect 
85  pupils  to  enter  the  high  school  from  the  grammar  department  in 
September. 

Two  notable  events  occurred  in  South  Bethlehem  during  the  past 
year,  in  both  of  which  the  schools  took  a  prominent  part.  The  first 
was  the  celebration  of  South  Bethlehem's  semi-centennial,  one  of  its 
most  prominent  features  being  a  parade  of  the  school  children  on 
Educational  Day.  This  clay  was  also  featured  by  laying  the  corner- 
stone of  the  magnificient  new  high  school  building  which  at  this 
writing  is  rapidly  nearing  completion.  Those  taking  part  were  the 
members  of  the  school  board,  Dr.  Drinker,  President  of  Lehigh  Uni- 
versity, Dr.  McCracken,  President  of  Lafayette  College,  Dr.  Clewell, 
President  of  Moravian  College  for  Women,  Dr.  Schwarze  of  Mora- 
vian Theological  Seminary,  Eev.  D.  J.  Broughal,  Rev.  D.  B.  Clark, 
Rev.  H.  J.  Gettigan,  Rev.  F.  M.  Gingrich,  the  Superintendents  of 
Easton  and  Bethlehem,  and  the  school  boards  of  Bethlehem,  Fountain 
Hill,  Northampton  Heights  and  Saucon  District. 

The  second  event  was  the  Tercentenary  of  Shakespeare  celebration 
staged  by  the  various  educational  institutions  of  the  Bethlehems.  In 
this  celebration  the  high  school  portrayed  scenes  from  Richard  III, 
while  the  grades  delighted  the  thousand  of  auditors  by  rendering 
folksongs  and  folk  dances  of  "ye  olden  time."  An  echo  of  the  Educa- 
tional Day  parade  is  heard  daily  in  our  schools  from  very  fine  gra- 
fonolas  which  were  placed  in  each  of  our  school  buildings  as  a  mark 
of  appreciation  on  the  part  of  the  semi-centennial  general  committee. 

Sixty-one  teachers  were  employed  during  the  year,  of  whom  fifty- 
three  devoted  all  their  time  to  the  elementary  schools,  seven  to  the 
high  school,  and  one  devoted  all  her  time  to  all  of  the  schools. 

General  and  grade  teachers'  meetings  were  held  a-t  regular  intervals 
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with  gratifying  results.  The  grade  meetings  were  of  especial  benefit 
especially  to  those  of  rather  a  meager  experience  in  teaching. 

During  the  year,  approximately  f  1,1.00  were  deposited  in  the  School 
Savings  Fund. 

The  Compulsory  School  Law  was  strictly  enforced.  Two  prosecu- 
tions resulted  with  the  resulting  fines.  School  sentiment  in  our  town 
is  of  a  high  order  and  the  only  trouble  that  we  experience  is  with 
newly-arrived  people  of  foreign  birth. 

The  Continuation  School  was  opened  promptly  on  the  first  Monday 
of  January,  1916.  This  school  for  the  six  months  of  its  existence  had 
an  average  enrollment  of  115  pupils,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
109  and  a  per  cent,  of  attendance  of  94%.  We  met  with  the  cordial 
co-operation  of  all  the  employers  in  securing  a  good  attendance  at 
this  school.  In  our  opinion  the  school  was  a  distinct  success  and  fills 
a  long  felt  want  and  can  not  help  being  of  great  value  in  the  future. 

Medical  inspection  was  a  success  and  with  the  co-operation  of 
teachers  and  parents  good  results  were  secured.  Some  of  the  defects 
found  are: 

Defective  Vision,    21 9 

Defective  Teeth,   1,278 

Adenoids 626 

Nasal  Catarrh, 529 

Enlarged  Tonsils,    S36 

Enlarged   Glands,    448 

In  all,  fifteen  hundred  and  ninety  pupils  were  examined. 

New  courses  of  study  were  introduced,  which  are  working  out 
very  well.  Measurements  of  penmanship  by  the  Ayres  scale  were 
made  and  developed  surprisingly  good  results. 

During  the  year  a  survey  of  retardation  was  made  of  the  elemen- 
tary schools  and  an  interesting  field  for  further  study  of  investigation 
was  revealed. 

The  new  high  school  building,  referred  to  before,  is  rapidly  near- 
ing  completion  and  we  hope  to  occupy  it  by  January  1,  1917.  This 
building  is  located  in  one  of  the  most  advantageous  locations  in  the 
city,  directly  opposite  the  campus  of  Lehigh  University  and  the  lot 
cost  the  board  by  condemnation  proceedings  the  neat  sum  of  $50,000. 
The  building  will  contain  fifty  rooms,  including  a  large  gymnasium, 
shower-baths,  physical,  chemical  and  biological  laboratories,  a  science 
lecture  room  in  amphitheatre  style,  mechanical  and  free-hand  draw- 
ing rooms,  a  business  suite,  a  large  number  of  class  rooms,  complete 
equipment  for  manual  training  and  domestic  science  and  the  various 
administrative  offices.  With  the  completion  of  the  building  we  pur- 
pose putting  into  effect  the  six-six  plan. 
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I  appreciate  thoroughly  the  support  which  I  have  received  from  the 
school  board,  the  principals  and  teachers,  the  patrons  and  the  local 
press. 

With  bright  prospects  for  the  future,  we  enter  the  next  term  with 
renewed  hopes  for  better  things  for  our  schools  in  the  future. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  McGinnes. 


A  year  ago  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  wisely  suggested 
a  line  of  subjects  from  which  to  select  items  for  the  annual  report. 
Among  the  most  important  of  these  subjects  was  The  Advancement 
and  Professional  Growth  of  Teachers.  In  order  that  this  report  may 
not  encroach  too  much  upon  the  assigned  space  limit,  I  shall  confine 
myself  to  this  one  subject  suggested  by  the  department. 

The  teacher  of  to-day  who  fails  to  grow  cannot  plead  lack  of  oppor- 
tunities for  growth,  for  when  one  attempts  to  summarize  the  advan- 
tages of  the  present,  and  place  them  along  side  of  the  privileges  of 
advancement  that  came  to  the  teacher  of  the  olden  time,  there  is  but 
little  room  for  comparison.  Of  course,  all  teachers,  at  all  times  by 
virtue  of  the  fact  that  they  are  teachers,  have  opportunities  for  in- 
tellectual development,  but  when  it  comes  to  multiplied  agencies  for 
professional  growth  and  advancement,  the  modern  teacher  is  the  one 
that  is  abundantly  blessed. 

The  opportunity  to  attend  one  of  our  splendid  summer  schools  at 
least  every  third  or  fourth  year  is  of  inestimable  value  to  any  teacher, 
irrespective  of  grade,  experience,  or  previous  preparation.  The  in- 
spiration that  comes  from  contact  with  other  wide-awake  teachers, 
and  the  instruction  received  from  a  well  selected  faculty  of  special- 
ists, carry  over  into  efficient  class  room  work  for  many  a  day.  Our 
corps  was  represented  in  the  past  year  at  the  summer  schools  of  the 
following  institutions:  Columbia  University,  Cornell  University, 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  State  College,  and  at  the  summer  ses- 
sions of  several  of  our  state  normal  schools. 

Another  agency  that  has  touched  this  community  from  the  pro- 
fessional standpoint  of  the  teacher  has  been  the  extension  work  of 
the  Universities  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  Pittsburgh.  At  least  half 
of  our  teachers  have  taken  advantage  of  the  courses  provided  by  these 
institutions  in  the  last  two  years  for  the  teachers  of  Harrisburg  and 
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vicinity.  Money  thus  appropriated  by  the  state  for  the  improvement 
of  its  teachers,  is  money  well  expended,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that 
nothing  will  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  a  continuance  of  this  wise 
policy. 

Perhaps  the  agency  that  has  become  more  universal  than  any  other 
for  professional  development,  is  the  teachers'  association  in  its  vari- 
ous forms.  There  are  national,  state,  county  and  local  associations 
galore;  with  their  meetings  so  numerous  that  it  requires  fine  powers 
of  discrimination  to  determine  which  to  attend  and  which  to  omit. 
In  these  days  of  conventions,  with  so  many  important  subjects  to  pre- 
sent, to  attempt  to  attend  them  all  would  mean  to  do  but  little  else. 
Fortunately,  however,  in  such  a  variety  of  organizations,  provision 
is  made  for  the  necessities  of  all  grades  and  classes  of  workers.  Our 
supervisors  are  encouraged  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  associa- 
tions for  the  advancement  of  their  special  lines  of  work.  Inasmuch 
as  the  schools  reap  the  benefit  of  such  attendance,  the  board  will- 
ingly gives  them  their  time  off  and  pays  their  expenses.  With  the 
true  professional  spirit,  nearly  all  of  our  teachers  annually  enroll  as 
members  of  the  State  Educational  Association.  Those  who  attend 
its  meetings,  as  well  as  those  who  find  themselves  unable  to  attend 
regularly,  derive  much  benefit  from  a  careful  study  of  its  published 
proceedings.  Personally,  I  was  not  permitted  to  attend  the  meeting 
at  Scranton  last  December.  However,  when  T  received  the  volume  of 
proceedings  in  June,  I  read  it  through  from  title  page  to  finis.  Bar- 
ring the  wholesome  touch  that  come  from  contact  with  fellow  workers, 
which  after  all  is  the  best  part  of  such  a  meeting,  I  think  I  received 
as  much  helpful  suggestion  from  reading  that  volume  of  proceedings, 
as  I  ever  received  from  any  of  the  many  meetings  of  the  association 
that  I  attended  in  person. 

Another  valuable  means  of  professional  growth,  is  the  opportunity 
of  hearing  and  seeing  other  teachers  teach.  This  privilege  is  given 
to  all  of  our  teachers  at  least  once  a  year.  In  the  grades,  in  order  to 
avoid  any  break  in  the  work,  the  special  grade  teacher  is  placed  in 
charge  of  the  room  while  the  regular  teacher  spends  the  day  or  days 
in  school  visitation.  When  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  this  teacher  to 
see  certain  definite  phases  of  work,  she  is  advised  to  visit  teachers 
that  are  strong  in  the  presentation  of  such  subjects  whether  they  are 
in  our  local  corps  or  in  other  districts.  A  similar  arrangement  is 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  high  school  teachers.  When  they  are  visit- 
ing the  special  high  school  teacher  is  in  charge  of  their  rooms.  In 
order  that  the  schools  as  a  whole,  as  well  as  the  individual  teacher, 
may  have  some  of  the  benefits  of  the  day's  visitation,  each  teacher  is 
asked  to  make  a  report  and  to  confer  with  the  superintendent  re- 
lative to  the  valuable  points  gained. 
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One  of  the  agencies  for  professional  growth  and  improvement  in 
our  community  is  the  Steelton  Free  Library,  an  institution  main- 
tained by  the  school  district.  In  addition  to  hundreds  of  volumes 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  children  and  an  abundance  of  books  and 
magazines,  covering  the  general  field  of  literature,  it  has  a  large  and 
carefully  selected  list  of  pedagogical  books,  and  nearly  all  of  the 
educational  journals  published  in  the  country  are  represented  on  its 
tables.  In  the  domain  of  such  professional  literature  is  to  be  seen 
the  educational  development  of  the  last  forty  years.  Personally, 
when  I  began  looking  into  books  to  find  something  that  would  help 
me  to  teach  school,  but  two  volumes  were  available,  Wickersham's 
School  Economy  and  Pages'  Theory  and  Practice  of  Teaching.  To- 
day when  the  young  novice  comes  to  my  office  for  similar  assistance, 
the  list  of  available,  meritorious  volumes  is  so  large  that  the  pro- 
blem becomes  not  so  much  one  of  selection  as  one  of  desperate  elimina- 
tion. 

A  goodly  number  of  our  teachers  take  advantage  of  the  various 
literary  clubs  of  the  community- for  growth  and  development.  They 
realize  that  as  a  rule,  the  strongest  teachers,  are  not  those  who  limit 
themselves  entirely  to  professional  studies,  but  those  who  in  addi- 
tion, strive  for  an  intellectual  content  that  is  much  broader  and 
deeper. 

In  at  least  one  respect,  the  grade  conference  in  a  system  of  schools, 
has  an  advantage  over  all  other  agencies  in  the  development  of  pro- 
fessional power.  As  its  name  indicates  it  is  a  conference,  and  there- 
fore there  is  in  it  the  chance  for  mental  reaction,  a  reaction  that  no 
other  teachers'  meeting  produces  to  the  same  extent.  It  affords  an 
opportunity  to  ask  questions  and  to  talk  back.  From  a  professional 
standpoint,  in  the  interest  of  genuine  growth,  teachers  do  too  little 
of  both  of  these.  No  wonder  that  so  many  of  them  are  so  passive  and 
so  receptive.  They  act  as  though  they  were  born  to  listen  and  to  keep 
quiet.  "Theirs  not  to  reason  why;  theirs  but  to  do  and  die."  As 
superintendents  and  supervisors  we  need  to  do  more  in  the  direction 
of  encouraging  the  growth  that  results  from  wholesome  mental  re- 
action. One  of  the  best  grade  conferences  that  I  think  I  ever  at- 
tended was  one  in  which  the  superintendent  opened  not  his  mouth. 
The  most  effective  county  and  city  institutes  are  not  those  in  which 
the  teachers  are  compelled  to  sit  for  a  whole  week  listening  to  in- 
spirational talks.  To  my  mind  they  are  those  in  which,  in  addition 
to  a  few  of  these  general  lectures  each  day,  the  institute  is  broken 
up  into  groups  in  which  the  teachers  meet  the  instructors  face  to 
face,  mind  to  mind  and  heart  to  heart.  In  the  mental  realm  as  well 
as  in  the  physical,  growth  depends  not  alone  upon  food,  but  upon 
exercise  as  well. 
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In  our  general  teachers'  meeting  for  the  year,  as  has  been  our  prac- 
tice for  some  time,  we  centered  our  thoughts  and  efforts  upon  one  de- 
finite subject.  The  Place  of  Experience  in  the  Educative  Process 
was  the  subject  selected.  As  a  text  we  studied  together  Jones'  Prin- 
ciples of  Education  Applied  to  Practice.  Among  the  practical  appli- 
cations of  the  general  subject  that  we  considered  were  these:  The 
Relation  of  Childhood  Experience  to  Primary  Reading;  The  Text- 
book in  Relation  to  the  Pupil's  Experience;  The  Place  of  Motive  in 
Securing  Impersonal  Experience;  Some  Boyhood  Experiences  for 
Efficient  Manual  Training;  The  Student's  Experiences  for  the  Appre- 
ciation of  Literature  and  Essential  Experiences  for  the  Intelligent 
Study  of  Latin.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  teachers  and  supervisors 
as  well  studied  this  course  with  interest  and  profit.  All  of  us  appre- 
ciate more  fully  than  ever  before  the  fundamental  principle  that  the 
beginning  point  of  all  instruction  is  the  experience  of  the  learner. 

After  all  successful  schools  are  dependent  upon  earnest  professional 
spirited  teachers  and  as  a  rule  such  teachers  can  not  be  secured  with- 
out adequate  compensation.  Eight  years  ago  our  board  adopted  a 
liberal  but  not  extravagant  graduated  salary  schedule.  In  view  of 
the  increased  cost  of  living  and  the  requirements  placed  upon  teachers 
to  measure  up  to  at  least  a  reasonable  standard  of  professional  ef- 
ficiency, recently  the  maximum  of  that  schedule  was  materially  in- 
creased.   At  present  the  schedule  stands  as  follows: 

Primary  Grades,  Minimum  |50  per  month.  Maximum  $70. 
Grammar  Grades,  Minimum  $55  per  month,  Maximum  $90. 
High  School  Grades,  Minimum  $85  per  month,  Maximum  $150. 

Two  elements,  experience  and  merit  determine  the  increase  each 
year.  In  justice  to  the  profession  of  teaching,  due  credit  is  given  for 
successful  experience  in  other  schools  before  coming  to  us  and  one 
of  the  strongest  evidences  of  merit  that  we  consider  is  a  genuine 
spirit  of  growth,  coupled  with  the  ability  to  grow. 


SUNBURY— I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger. 


The  teachers  of  the  schools  during  the  past  year  did  their  work 
well.  From  year  to  year,  during  the  past  eight  years,  there  has  been 
quite  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils,  3,050  pupils  were  enrolled 
dining  the  year,  an  increase  of  120  pupils  over  the  enrollment  of  last 
year. 
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Five  annexes  of  one  and  two  room  buildings  have  been  built  on  the 
grounds  of  four  different  ward  buildings. 

There  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school  during  the  year  482  pupils, 
of  which  number  there  were  graduated  in  all  departments  of  the  high 
school,  male  34,  female  36,  a  total  of  70.  About  one-third  of  the  num- 
ber of  graduates  will  enter  various  advanced  schools,  colleges  and 
universities.  There  were  graduated  from  the  vocational  department, 
male  10,  female  15,  a  total  of  25.  With  but  a  few  exceptions,  all  of 
these  graduates  now  hold  pleasant  and  profitable  positions  in  the 
railroad,  mills,  stores,  and  other  offices. 

A  continuation  school  was  organized  January  2nd,  and  a  com- 
petent teacher  elected.  This  school  was  in  successful  operation 
throughout  the  year.  There  were  enrolled  in  this  school  23  girls  and 
22  boys,  a  total  of  45  minors  between  the  ages  of  14  and  16.  These 
pupils  were  divided  into  three  sections.  The  school  was  in  session 
3  days  each  week  during  8  hours  each  day.  Thus  the  requirement  of 
the  law  was  fully  carried  out.  The  pupils  were  graded  and  full  work 
was  required.  All  of  the  elementary  grade  branches  were  taught; 
also  technical  subjects  applying  to  the  occupations  in  which  the 
pupils  were  employed  were  taught.  Domestic  science  and  domestic 
art  were  taught  the  girls  of  this  school.  The  great  majority  of  these 
girls  were  employed  in  the  silk  mills.  They  were  taught  in  the  tech- 
nique of  this  industry.  To  be  conservative,  I  shall  say  this  school 
was  a  decided  success  and  a  great  help  in  the  training  of  the  boys 
and  girls  who  must  earn  a  livelihood. 

Compulsory  Education  Law  was  enforced   throughout  the  term. 

No  epidemic  in  the  city,  nor  much  illness  impaired  the  regular  at- 
tendance or  the  efficiency  of  the  work  of  the  pupils. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  regularly  throughout  the  term.  These 
meetings  were  well  attended  by  the  teachers.  Grade  meetings  were 
held  from  time  to  time.  At  which  meetings,  methods  and  plans  af- 
fecting their  grade  work  were  discussed  by  the  superintendent,  prin- 
cipals and  teachers.  At  the  regular  meetings,  courses  of  study,  me- 
thods of  instruction,  discipline  and  system  were  discussed.  The 
teachers  were  faithful  in  attendance  and  earnest  in  effort.  About 
January  2nd,  the  teachers  were  organized  into  a  class  to  study  the 
remaining  part  of  the  year  the  Palmer  Method  of  Writing.  Instruc- 
tion was  given  by  Prof.  Yocum  teacher  of  penmanship  in  the  high 
school.  Commendable  progress  was  made  and  as  a  result  the  un- 
animous recommendation  of  the  teachers  was  made  to  the  superin- 
tendent that  he  recommend  to  the  board  an  adoption  for  our  schools 
of  this  system  of  writing. 

To  meet  modern  conditions,  the  physical  and  chemical  laboratories 
in  the  high  school  have  undergone  a  complete  reorganization.    Modern 
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text-books  were  adopted,  adequate  apparatus  and  supplies  provided 
and  full  equipment  of  furniture  installed. 

This  city  with  its  increased  population,  the  large  number  of  its 
children  in  the  high  school  and  its  wealth  should  have  a  new  high 
school  building.  At  present  we  are  so  crowded  in  all  the  nine  dif- 
ferent buildings  and  with  five  one  and  two  roomed  annexes,  that  no 
facilities  are  provided  for  manual  training  and  for  teaching  domestic 
science  and  domestic  art. 

All  holidays  were  observed  with  appropriate  exercises.  The  thank 
offering  on  Thanksgiving  Bay  given  by  the  pupils  amounted  to  about 
$300.00  in  cash.  This  fund  is  administered  by  a  committee  of  teachers 
and  used  to  provide  food  for  deserving  families  and  clothing  for  needy 
pupils.  During  the  year  about  40  pupils  were  provided  with  shoes 
and  clothing  so  that  they  might  attend  school  regularly  and  in  com- 
fort. 

Athletics  in  the  high  school  is  under  the  control  of  an  Advisory 
Board.  The  high  school  maintains  a  band  of  42  pieces  fully  equipped, 
and  an  orchestra  of  32  pieces.  The  Central  grammar  school  has  an 
orchestra  of  16  pieces.  The  bands  of  the  city  draw  their  recruits  prin- 
cipally from  the  high  school.  This  city  is  well  known  throughout  the 
state  for  its  band  music. 

Pleasing  and  profitable  commencement  exercises  were  held  by  both 
the  high  school  and  by  the  central  grammar  school. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  medical  inspection  of  pupils  from 
the  first  to  the  fifth  grades  inclusive.  Inspection,  however,  may  be 
carried  through  the  sixth  and  seventh  grades  if  time  will  allow. 

A  majority  of  our  teachers  during  the  summer  vacation  were  en- 
rolled in  summer  schools  and  educational  institutions  for  advanced 
study.  A  full  attendance  of  our  teachers  was  registered  during  the 
term  of  the  county  institute.  One  hundred  per  cent,  of  the  teachers 
of  this  district  were  enrolled  as  members  of  the  State  Educational 
Association  which  held  its  sixty-seventh  meeting  in  Scranton  during 
holiday  season. 

We  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  vaccination  law.  No 
pupil  was  admitted  to  any  grade  except  such  pupil  was  successfully 
vaccinated,  or  was  certified  by  a  physician  as  being  an  immune  for 
the  time  being. 

A  review  of  the  year's  work  leads  us  to  believe  that  faithful  and 
efficient  service  was  rendered  the  cause  of  education  by  the  directors, 
officers  and  teachers  of  our  schools.  Our  patrons  and  friends  were 
kind  in  rendering  whatever  assistance  they  felt  would  be  an  aid  to 
us  in  increasing  the  efficiency  of  our  school  work. 
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SWISSVALE—C.  C.  Kelso. 


The  past  year  has  beeu  marked  by  no  striking  innovations  in  either 
our  work  or  our  organization.  We  believe,  however,  that  the  work 
has  been  well  done  and  that  substantial  successes  crowned  the  efforts 
to  improve  the  schools. 

A  truly  professional  spirit  prevails  in  our  teaching  force,  as  is 
shown  by  the  spirit  in  which  they  enter  into  the  activities  of  teachers' 
meetings,  professional  study  circles,  and  other  activities  which  con- 
tribute to  their  professional  growth.  During  the  year  the  teachers 
studied,  under  the  direction  and  leadership  of  the  principles,  Seeley's 
"A  New  School  Management." 

Efforts  to  secure  a  wider  use  of  the  school  plant  are  meeting  with 
success  and  a  number  of  meetings  of  a  civic  and  social  nature  were 
held  in  the  buildings  during  the  year.  A  substantial  beginning  has 
been  made  in  this  direction  and  the  future  is  bright  with  promise. 

Our  school  enrollment  has  been  increasing  rapidly  and,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  a  twelve  room  building  was  opened  two  years  ago,  the 
board  is  again  confronted  by  a  crowded  condition  in  all  of  our  five 
buildings.  The  high  school  quarters  are  particularly  inadequate.  In 
fact  the  rate  of  increase  is  so  much  greater  annually  than  the  rate 
of  increase  in  the  value  of  taxable  property  in  the  district  that  it  is 
a  source  of  increasing  concern  to  the  board,  and  they  are  constantly 
confronted  by  the  problem  of  meeting  continually  increasing  needs 
without  making  the  demand  upon  the  tax  payers  burdensome. 

It  is  recognized  that  compensation  for  additional  investment  by 
the  community  must  come  through  greater  efficiency  in  the  schools 
themselves.  Therefore,  after  canvassing  the  situation  thoroughly,  it 
has  been  decided  to  erect  a  high  school  building  of  sufficient  capacity 
to  enable  us  to  centralize  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  in  the  same 
building  with  the  high  school.  This  arrangement  will  put  us  in 
position  to  reorganize  on  the  basis  of  either  the  "six  and  six"  plan 
or  the  "junior  high  school"  plan. 

The  building  will  be  centrally  located  and  will  contain,  in  addi- 
tion to  about  thirty  school  rooms,  an  auditorium,  a  gymnasium  and 
a  swimming  pool.  Through  such  an  addition  to  the  school  plant  it  is 
felt  that  the  schools  can  be  made  to  function  in  the  community  life 
in  such  manner  as  to  be  of  the  greatest  help  to  the  greatest  number, 
which  is  the  acme  of  efficiency. 

A  bond  issue  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  meet  the  expense 
of  this  improvement  is  under  way  and  will  be  voted  on  at  the  Nov- 
ember election.  The  project  seems  to  be  meeting  with  general  public 
approval  and  we  feel  that  the  future  is  full  of  promise  of  greater 
things  educationally  for  the  community. 
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TAMAQUA— J.  F.  Derr. 


Growth  and  improvement,  in  some  form  or  another,  marked  the 
school  activities  of  Tamaqua  during  the  year  just  closed.  A  spirit 
of  interest,  earnest  endeavor  and  hearty  co-operation  characterized 
the  work  and,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  progress  was  made  in 
the  direction  of  greater  efficiency.  Considerable  increase  in  the  en- 
rollment of  pupils  over  prior  years  gave  more  pupils  to  the  average 
teacher  than  a  teacher  should  have  to  do  the  best  work;  but  the 
board  of  directors  can  hardly  keep  pace  in  providing  adequately 
for  the  educational  needs  of  our  rapidly  growing  town. 

The  total  enrollment  during  the  year  was  2,337;  average  daily  at- 
tendance, 2,020;  percentage  of  attendance,  95.  The  enrollment  in 
the  high  school  was  1G2  having  an  average  attendance  of  98  per  cent. 

Twenty-four  young  men  and  women  were  graduated  on  Monday 
evening,  June  12;  fourteen  from  the  General,  four  from  the  Latin- 
Scientific,  and  six  from  the  Commercial  Course.  More  than  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  class  will  enter  higher  institutions  of  learning  in  Sept- 
ember. 

At  commencement,  five  dollars  in  gold  were  awarded  to  the  student 
having  the  highest  general  average,  five  to  the  best  Latin  student,  five 
to  the  best  in  mathematics,  five  to  the  best  in  the  sciences.  This  will 
have  a  stimulating  influence  on  the  students  in  the  future. 

High  school  athletics  were  run  strictly  under  faculty  management 
and  proved  a  success  in  every  way.  No  student  was  allowed  to  parti- 
cipate unless  his  class  standing  warranted  it.  Our  gymnasium  was 
used  by  both  boys  and  girls  under  the  direction  of  some  member  of 
the  high  school  faculty. 

Every  teacher  attended  the  County  Institute  and  every  teacher  was 
enrolled  in  the  State  Educational  Association. 

It  is  a  matter  of  interest  to  report,  that  in  all  probability  a  super- 
visor of  music  will  be  employed  the  coming  term.  For  some  years, 
the  necessity  of  having  music  in  school  has  been  strongly  urged. 

The  class  room  work  during  the  year  was  characterized  by  better 
preparation  and  better  knowledge  of  methods  of  teaching.  The  cheer- 
ful, social  atmosphere  of  the  school  room  with  a  view  of  making  the 
pupils  happy  at  work,  the  fraternal  spirit  of  hearty  co-operation  of 
the  teachers  for  making  congenial  and  progressive  the  life  of  the 
school,  are  indices  that  made  school  life  real  pleasant  and  profitable. 

Owing  to  an  epidemic  of  measles,  the  Board  of  Health  closed  one 
school  building  effecting  six  schools,  on  April  10,  and  all  the  other 
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buildings  were  ordered  closed  on  April  25.  All  buildings  remained 
closed  until  May  22.  The  senior  class  in  the  high  school  was,  how- 
ever, allowed  to  go  on  without  interruption.  The  closing  of  the 
schools  shortened  our  term  by  one  month.  After  the  re  opening  of 
the  schools,  teachers  and  pupils  put  forth  every  effort  to  make  up  the 
time  which  had  been  lost.  Of  course,  this  was  impossible,  yet  the 
tests  at  the  end  of  the  term  showed  that  splendid  work  had,  neverthe- 
less, been  done. 

There  was  no  medical  inspection  in  the  schools.  Doubtless,  valu- 
able help  would  be  derived  by  having  at  least  one  medical  examina- 
tion at  the  opening  of  the  school  year. 

Fire  drills  were  conducted  as  the  law  requires.  The  pupils  readily 
responded  to  the  signal  for  fire  drill.  Not  more  than  two  minutes 
were  at  any  time  required  to  clear  the  buildings. 

Since  irregular  attendance  is  one  of  the  greatest  factors  in  the 
failure  of  pupils  in  school,  special  efforts  were  used  to  secure  the  best 
possible  results.  Pupils  and  parents  were  made  to  feel  that  every 
day's  work  in  school  counts  and  that,  by  constantly  emphasizing  the 
need  of  regular  attendance  for  advancement,  public  sentiment  along 
this  line  has  been  awakened  and  the  result  has  been  excellent. 

Kealizing  the  great  and  increasing  demand  for  Spanish,  we  will 
likely  introduce  an  elective  course  in  Spanish  in  the  high  school  the 
coming  year. 

The  high  school  faculty  was  strengthened  by  one  teacher  and  two 
teachers  were  added  in  the  grades  making  the  present  corps  of 
teachers  forty-nine. 

The  class  of  students  just  graduated  had  a  rather  unique  attend- 
ance record.  Eleven  out  of  the  twenty-four  were  not  once  tardy, 
three  not  once  absent,  and  twenty-four  members  were  but  forty-one 
times  tardy  in  four  years. 

The  Elson  Art  Publishing  Company  of  Belmont,  Mass.,  made  it 
possible,  in  November,  for  the  general  public  to  see  and  study  some 
of  the  great  art  pictures  of  the  world.  A  number  of  beautiful  pic- 
tures now  adorn  the  school  rooms  as  a  result  of  the  picture  exhibit. 

Our  teachers  realize  that  more  and  more  is  expected  of  them  as  time 
goes  on.  They  feel  that  teaching  calls  for  the  best  in  effort  and 
ability.  In  general,  all  engaged  in  the  work  of  education  are  realizing 
this,  and  are,  by  personal  effort  and  continual  study,  preparing  to 
render  better  service.  Four  of  our  teachers  are  now  attending  the 
summer  sessions  at  Pennsylvania  State  College. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  State  Department  for  the  courtesies  ac- 
corded us  during  the  year. 
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TARENTUM— A.  D.  Endsley. 


During  the  school  year  1015-1916,  our  new  Grandview  school  build- 
ing has  been  practically  completed.  It  will  add  materially  to  the  con- 
venience and  the  factilities  for  good  school  work  in  connection  with 
our  school  system. 

The  building  consists  of  23  class  rooms,  with  additional  rooms 
especially  designed  for  manual  training  and  domestic  science  work. 
A  gymnasuium  with  a  gallery  that  will  seat  comfortably  250  people 
has  been  provided.  Locker  rooms  and  shower  baths  are  installed  so 
as  to  make  the  gymnasium  work  of  the  school  a  delight  to  the  stu- 
dents. The  heating  system  is  partly  direct  and  partly  indirect,  with 
a  fan  ventilating  system  and  thermostat  control.  The  first  floor  of 
the  building  will  be  used  for  the  first  six  grades  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  school,  while  the  second  floor  will  be  given  over  to  the  seventh 
and  eighth  grades  of  the  borough,  centralized  on  the  order  of  a  junior 
high  school.  The  location  of  the  school  is  admirable,  being  on  a  point 
from  which  the  ground  slopes  away  in  three  directions,  giving  an 
excellent  view  of  the  countryside  for  miles  along  the  winding  Alle- 
gheny river.  Visitors  have  declared  the  building  to  be  one  of  the  best 
located  and  most  attractive  school  buildings  in  Pennsylvania. 

For  the  first  time  we  had  no  applicants  for  provisional  certificates 
at  the  examinations  in  April.  Our  district  has  adopted  a  rule  that 
teachers  with  only  a  provisional  certificate  will  not  be  employed. 
Thus  we  are  assured  of  experience,  professional  training,  and  a  fair 
degree  of  maturity  on  the  part  of  our  teachers-qualifications  that  are 
essential  to  good  school  work  in  any  system. 

During  the  year  our  domestic  science  department  was  opened  for 
evening  classes,  the  regular  day  teacher  in  that  department  taking 
charge.  Classes  were  formed  for  both  cooking  and  sewing.  The  in- 
terest in  cooking  especially  was  marked,  many  of  the  younger  married 
women  of  the  community  enrolling  in  the  classes.  A  small  fee  was 
charged,  sufficient  to  pay  the  cost  of  materials  used.  The  work  will 
be  extended  next  year  if  there  be  a  demand  for  it. 

The  new  Child  Labor  Law  which  became  operative  January  first 
has  been  most  beneficial  in  keeping  boys  and  girls  in  school.  Between 
Jan.  1  and  June  1,  only  two  pupils  secured  work  certificates  entitling 
them  to  leave  school  to  go  into  our  factories.  There  were  several 
other  pupils  who  applied  for  certificates,  but  when  they  and  their 
parents  learned  the  requirements  that  must  be  met  before  a  certificate 
could  be  granted,  they  decided  to  remain  in  school  until  they  reach 
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the  age  of  sixteen.  Even  though  we  are  in  an  industrial  community, 
it  will  probably  not  be  necessary  for  us  to  establish  a  continuation 
school  in  our  district. 

A  Child  Study  club,  in  the  form  of  a  Parent-Teachers'  organiza- 
tion, has  met  regularly  through  the  year.  In  their  meetings  there 
has  been  full  freedom  of  discussion  of  the  schools  from  both  the  parent 
and  the  teacher  standpoint,  so  that  each  has  come  to  recognize  that 
the  other's  aim  is  the  same  as  his  own.  With,  that  understanding, 
the  value  of  the  school  to  the  child  is  vastly  increased.  Blessed  with 
a  broad-minded  school  board  and  a  sympathetic  community,  our 
school  work  during  the  year  has  been  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 


TAYLOR— Wm.  S.  Robinson. 


The  Taylor  schools  closed  on  June  13th.  During  the  year  there 
were  enrolled  in  the  day  school  1,938  pupils.  Of  this  number  101 
were  in  the  high  school.  This  represents  a  gain  of  111  over  the  enroll- 
men  of  the  preceding  year  and  a  gain  of  24  in  the  high  school.  In 
addition  to  the  number  of  pupils  given  above  there  were  255  in  at- 
tendance at  the  evening  schools  and  135  at  the  continuation  school ; 
making  the  total  enrollment  of  the  borough  schools  2,328  pupils.  The 
number  of  pupils  residing  in  the  borough  who  received  instruction 
at  the  parochial  schools  was  approximately  200,  making  the  number 
of  pupils  who  were  in  attendance  at  all  of  the  schools  above  2,500. 
The  constantly  increasing  number  of  pupils  made  it  necessary  to  add 
two  teachers  during  the  year.  Some  of  the  primary  rooms  are  still 
overcrowded. 

Four  new  rooms  were  added  to  our  school  buildings  during  the 
year;  a  two-room  addition  was  built  to  the  Lincoln  building,  and 
two  rooms  were  added  to  the  Garfield  building.  The  old  rooms  in 
each  of  these  buildings  were  painted  and  made  to  conform  to  the 
new.  Steam  heat  was  placed  in  two  buildings.  All  of  the  buildintrs 
were  equipped  with  fire-alarm  systems  and  a  fire-escape  was  erected 
at  the  high  school. 

An  Elson  art  exhibit  was  held  in  the  Washington  building  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  money  to  buy  pictures  for  the  schools.  The 
teachers  were  very  much  interested  and  all  helped  to  make  the  event 
a  success.  A  substantial  sum  was  realized  and  about  seventy-five 
good  pictures  were  bought. 
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In  accordance  with  the  law  a  continuation  school  was  opened  in 
January.  Miss  Ruth  Samson,  who  attended  the  school  conducted  at 
Scranton  by  the  State,  was  appointed  to  teach.  There  being  about 
100  pupils  to  attend  this  school,  it  was  decided  to  have  five  eight-hour 
days.  The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  135,  approximately  100 
being  on  the  roll  at  anyone  time.  The  course  of  study  outlined  by 
the  State  was  followed  and  it  was  our  aim  to  adapt  the  instruction 
to  the  needs  of  the  pupils  as  well  as  we  could.  Perhaps  the  hardest 
feature  of  this  work  is  to  give  the  boys  and  girls  school  work  related 
to  their  employment  when  so  many  are  working  at  the  so-called 
"blind  alley"  job.  The  continuation  affords  the  boys  and  girls  an 
opportunity  to  continue  their  general  education  after  leaving  school 
at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  it  also  enables  them  to  get  whatever 
assistance  the  schools  can  offer  to  help  them  in  their  employment. 
The  possibilities  along  vocational  and  industrial  lines  are  great. 
These  problems  are  largely  in  the  future,  but  I  believe  the  continua- 
tion school  will  accomplish  much  good  in  Pennsylvania.  In  our  dis- 
trict the  employers  were  generally  favorable  to  the  school  and  co- 
operated with  us  in  our  efforts  to  secure  the  best  results. 

No  marked  chancres  were  made  in  the  organization  and  adminis- 
tration of  our  schools  during  the  past  year.  Teachers'  meetings  were 
held  regularly  and  competent  instructors  were  engaged  to  address 
the  teachers  on  educational  subjects.  The  teachers  took  up  a  course 
of  professional  reading  and  several  of  them  took  the  work  of  the 
extension  coursie  in  English  conducted  at  Scranton  by  Columbia  Uni- 
versity, and  one  completed  the  course  given  at  Scranton  during  the 
past  three  yeavs  by  the  Wharton  School  of  Finance  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania. 

In  closing  T  wish  to  thank  all  connected  with  the  State  Department 
for  the  assistance  given  us  during  the  past  year. 


TITUSVILLE— Henry  Pease. 


The  schools  of  Titusville  have  had  no  unusual  experience  or  note- 
worthy experiments  during  the  past  year.  The  one  question  with 
which  we  are  struggling  more  than  with  any  other  is  that  of  finding 
some  way  to  reduce  the  mortality  in  the  high  school  during  the  first 
and  second  years.  While  we  have  by  no  means  solved  the  difficulty, 
we  are  by  no  means  inclined  to  ignore  it.    The  lines  along  which  we 
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are  working  are  two:  lightening  first  year  work  by  cutting  out  some 
of  the  difficulties  which  are  not  importantly  related  to  subsequent 
work,  and  finding  more  time  for  pupils  to  study.  Could  we  do  so 
with  our  teaching  force,  we  would  have  sixty  minute  periods,  one  half 
of  the  period  devoted  to  study  and  one  half  to  recitation.  We  are 
dividing  the  periods  in  a  less  satisfactory  way  at  present,  but  we 
are  having  supervised  study  in  all  first  year  classes  a  part  of  the  time. 
It  is  no  longer  possible  nor  is  it  longer  desirable  for  the  public  high 
school  to  ignore  the  fearful  dropping  by  the  way.  Work  must  be  so 
planned  that  first  year  pupils  with  average  power  and  application  do 
not  fail  and  leave  school.  We  believe  we  have  bridged  the  chasm 
between  the  grades  and  the  high  school,  as  the  loss  between  eighth 
grade  and  high  school  is  very  small.  But  we  have  not  found  the  way 
out  of  the  difficulty  when  we  get  pupils  started  in  high  school. 


TYRONE— J.  L.  Gaunt. 


I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  herewith  the  report  of  school  affairs 
in  Tyrone  borough  for  the  school  year  closing  July  1,  1916. 

Aided  by  the  State  department  factory  inspector,  we  made  a  seri- 
ous attempt  to  reduce  the  fire  hazard  in  all  school  buildings.  A  care- 
ful search  revealed  a  surprisingly  large  number  of  needed  changes. 
Patent  exit-bolts  were  placed  upon  every  exit  door.  Chemical  fire 
extinguishers  were  placed  in  every  building,  in  some  instances  they 
were  placed  on  every  floor.  All  furnace  rooms  were  carefully  over- 
hauled and  made  as  nearly  fire-proof  as  possible.  The  practice  of 
storing  waste-paper  for  the  day  in  large  hampers  in  the  corridors  was 
discontinued  and  non-combustilble  receptacles  replaced  the  usual 
waste-paper  baskets  in  each  room.  One  additional  fire-escape  was 
constructed  and  the  approaches  to  others  were  simplified.  All  fire 
drills  were  carefully  reorganized  in  order  that  several  different 
methods  of  exit  might  be  used. 

The  continued  rapid  growth  of  the  school  population  caused  us  to 
postpone  the  erection  of  an  addition  to  the  high  school  building  in 
order  that  the  building  program  might  be  adequate  when  finally 
undertaken.  It  seemed  wise  to  obtain  more  ground  to  prevent  over- 
crowding the  present  site.  Accordingly,  a  plot  adjoining  the  present 
high  school  site  was  purchased.     Tt  has  a  frontage  of  ninety-seven 
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feet  and  a  depth  of  two  hundred  twenty  feet.  This,  with  the  large 
plot  upon  which  the  high  school  building  now  stands,  will  provide 
adequate  space  for  the  erection  of  building  accomodations  large 
enough  to  house  all  pupils  between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  eighteen 
and  make  possible  the  execution  of  the  plan  for  a  six  year  high 
school.  A  large  frame  residence  is  now  being  altered  to  accomodate 
the  commercial  department,  sewing  classes,  and  the  school  offices 
for  the  coining  year.  This  plan  will  relieve  the  overcrowding  in  the 
high  school  until  an  adequate  extension  can  be  planned  and  erected. 

Sewing  was  introduced  in  the  seventh  grade.  Next  year  the  work 
will  be  extended  to  the  eighth  grade.  Cooking,  which  has  been  a 
high  school  subject,  will  be  placed  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades 
next  year.    Woodwork  will  be  placed  in  the  same  grades. 

Tyrone's  greatest  need  is  the  extension  of  industrial  and  house- 
hold arts  work.  It  is  unfortunate  that  a  town  so  strongly  industrial 
in  its  make-up  has  developed  a  thoroughly  well  organized  college  pre- 
paratory school  before  giving  attention  to  the  vocational  side  of  edu- 
cation. Our  pupils  stay  in  school  well.  A  high  school  enrollment  of 
375  in  an  industrial  town  with  a  school  population  of  less  than  1,800 
is  the  condition  we  face  at  the  opening  of  the  next  school  year.  Un- 
less more  opportunity  is  offered  for  the  boys  and  girls  who  do  not 
go  to  college,  this  condition  is  sure  to  suffer  a  reaction.  The  future 
promises  well.  The  whole  community  seems  to  be  alive  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  immediate  .introduction  of  practical  arts  work.  We 
feel  that  it  can  be  accomplished  as  soon  as  building  space  can  be 
provided. 

The  work  in  visual  instruction  is  slowly  growing.  Many  illustrated 
lessons  in  art,  history,  and  science  were  given  with  the  aid  of  a 
projecting  lantern  and  slides  from  the  state  museum.  The  large 
amount  of  valuable  material  now  available  at  slight  cost  renders  it 
highly  desirable  to  plan  for  more  of  this  type  of  work.  We  hope  to 
add  a  moving-picture  machine  to  the  equipment  during  the  next  year 
so  that  we  can  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  offered  by  the 
large  industrial  houses. 

A  supervisor  of  writing  was  employed  to  look  after  the  work  in  all 
schools.    The  improvement  in  all  grades  was  really  startling. 

The  course  of  study  in  geography  and  history  in  the  elementary 
schools  is  being  carefully  revised.  New  text-books  of  a  more  modern 
type  have  been  adopted  for  these  subjects. 

A  course  in  general  science  has  been  planned  for  the  first  year 
high  school  classes. 

The  equipment  of  the  physical  and  chemical  laboratories  has  been 
overhauled  and  additional  equipment  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred 
fifty  dollars  in  cost  has  been  purchased. 
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Great  emphasis  is  being  placed  upon  the  library  work.  The  high 
school  library  has  been  moved  into  an  attractive,  well-lighted  room 
42x28  feet  in  size.  This  has  been  nicely  furnished  in  Early  English 
style.  A  trained  librarian  devotes  her  entire  time  to  the  care  and  use 
of  more  than  a  thousand  carefully  selected  volumes  and  thirty-two 
current  papers  and  magazines.  Free  exchange  privileges  have  been 
established  with  the  P.  E.  K.  Y.  M.  C.  A.  library  which  has  more  than 
five  thousand  books  on  its  shelves.  One  elementary  school  has  started 
a  library.  Twenty-five  volumes  have  been  purchased  for  each  grade. 
All  of  the  funds  for  the  purpose  were  raised  by  the  pupils.  The  long 
"want  list"  shows  the  desire  to  keep  growing. 

This  year  the  school  census  was  taken  by  the  several  principals. 
The  plan  not  only  obtains  a  more  accurate  enrollment  of  pupils  but 
enables  the  principals  to  get  a  better  acquaintance  with  the  parents 
and  living  conditions  in  their  respective  districts.  It  will  un- 
doubtedly promote  co-operation  between  patrons  and  the  school  in 
the  matter  of  regular  attendance. 

Among  the  many  efforts  to  make  the  school  a  larger  factor  in  the 
general  life  of  the  town  was  the  production  of  the  dramatic,  sacred 
cantata,  "Saul,"  staged  under  the  direction  of  school  authorities. 
The  city  choral  society  of  sixty  voices,  the  high  school  chorus  of 
sixty  voices,  ten  solo  voices  from  the  town,  and  the  P.  R.  P.  shop 
orchestra  were  combined  for  the  effort.  More  than  two  thousand 
people  witnessed  the  performances. 

The  excellent  character  of  the  teaching  force  remains  the  great- 
est asset  to  education  in  Tyrone.  For  several  years  the  Board  has 
made  a  determined  effort  to  eliminate  the  unfit  and  retain  the  com- 
petent teachers  by  adequate  salary  increases,  often  in  the  face  of 
sharp  criticism.  The  result  is  a  well  trained  body  of  teachers  of 
which  the  town  is  justly  proud.  Last  summer  eighteen  out  of  forty- 
one  teachers  spent  at  least  six  weeks  in  the  summer  schools  of  Co- 
lumbia, University  of  Pennsylvania,  State  College,  University  of 
Pittsburgh,  Grove  City  College,  University  of  Chicago,  etc.  This 
year  the  proportion  is  about  the  same.  Theclassroom  work  strongly 
reflects  the  inspiration  and  instruction  the  teachers  have  received 
in  this  manner.  During  the  school  year  courses  were  offered  in 
psychology  and  methods  of  teaching.  These  courses  met  for  an  hour, 
one  morning  a  week,  during  the  entire  school  year.  Enrollment  was 
purely  voluntary  as  the  work  was  in  addition  to  the  regular  grade 
meetings  and  general  teachers'  meetings.  Thirty-four  teachers  car- 
ried the  extra  burden  and  did  some  good  hard  study.  The  large 
number  of  different  summer  schools  which  teachers  had  attended 
gave  variety  to  the  view  points  presented  that  greatly  added  to  the 
interest  and  profit  of  the  study.    These  facts  show  pretty  conclusively 
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that  the  teachers  of  Tyrone  are  alive  and  interested  to  an  unusual 
degree. 

We  have  many  problems  to  solve.  We  have  a  school  tax  rate  for 
next  year  of  eighteen  mills.  Our  buildings  are  all  overcrowded.  We 
must  give  immediate  attention  to  work  in  practical  arts.  Physical 
education  is  entirely  unprovided  for.  But  the  Board  of  Directors, 
teachers  and  patrons  are  facing  the  issue  squarely  and  are  trying 
to  work  out  the  best  possible  plan  for  development. 


UNIONTOWN— F.  W.  Wright. 


The  school  year,  1915-1916,  in  Union  town  was  one  of  unusual 
significance.  In  September  we  moved  into  a  new  elementary  school 
building,  costing  |75,000,  and  in  February  the  electors  approved  a 
bond  issue  of  $225,000,  by  a  vote  of  7  to  1,  for  the  erection  of  two 
elementary  school  buildings  and  an  addition  to  the  high  school  in 
the  form  of  a  junior  high  school  building.  The  two  elementary  school 
buildings  are  now  under  construction  and  the  lot  has  been  purchased 
for  the  junior  high  school  building.  When  the  present  building  cam- 
paign is  completed,  Uniontown  will  have  all  new  and  modern  build- 
ings. 

Among  the  noteworthy  features  of  the  work  for  the  year  are  the 
following:  The  reduction  of  retardation  from  33%  to  22%  through 
the  aid  of  special  "progress  teachers"  and  a  definite  campaign  on 
the  part  of  all  the  teachers;  the  organization  of  active  community 
clubs  in  connection  with  the  schools;  the  very  wide  use  of  the  school 
plant  through  night  schools,  high  school  lecture  course,  men's  and 
boys'  night  classes  in  the  gymnasium,  free  concerts  in  the  high  school 
auditorium  by  the  Community  Symphony  Orchestra,  school  parties 
in  the  high  school  building  and  entertainments  by  various  organiza- 
tions in  the  city  in  the  high  school  auditorium. 

The  Elson  art  exhibit,  a  May  day  for  the  primary  children,  and  a 
special  Shakespearian  class  night  were  three  particularly  pleasing 
supplementary  activities  during  the  course  of  a  busy  year. 

Our  city  institute  brought  instruction  from  such  well-known  edu- 
cators as  the  following:  Dr.  W.  D.  Henderson  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  Principal  W.  D.  Lewis  of  the  William  Penn  high  school, 
E.  O.  Vaile  of  Oak  Park,  111.,  Edward  F.  Bigelow  of  Sound  Beach, 
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Conn.,  Miss  Margaret  T.  Maguire  of  Philadelphia,  Dr.  W.  F.  Ed- 
wards, Director  of  Public  Health,  Pittsburgh,  and  Dr.  O.  R.  Alt- 
man  of  Uniontown. 

The  installation  of  our  new  manual  training  and  mechanical  draw- 
ing equipment  and  the  extension  of  sewing  to  the  seventh  grade 
have  given  us  a  well-organized  course  in  practical  arts,  including 
sewing,  cooking,  bench  lathe  and  machine  work,  mechanical  and 
decorative  drawing. 

Supervised  play  in  the  elementary  schools,  with  a  man  in  charge 
of  the  work  in  civics,  hygiene  and  physical  training  for  the  eighth 
grade  boys,  have  done  much  to  co-ordinate  the  work  in  the  elemen- 
tary schools  with  the  well-planned  course  in  physical  training  in 
the  high  school. 

An  earnest  teaching  and  supervising  body,  a  board  of  education 
striving  always  to  better  educational  conditions,  and  a  local  school 
sentiment,  much  above  the  average,  have  given  the  past  year  an  in- 
terest and  impetus  that  promise  much  for  the  coming  year. 

The  visits  of  the  State  supervising  officers  and  the  helpful  co- 
operation of  the  State  Department  were  of  great  benefit  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  year's  work. 


UPPER  DARBY— H.  M.  Mendenhall. 


The  teachers  of  our  district  are  to  be  praised  for  their  desire  to 
grow  professionally.  Almost  every  member  of  the  teaching  force 
availed  herself  of  the  opportunities  offered  for  advancement. 

Much  interest  was  manifested  in  the  Delaware  County  Teachers' 
Association.  This  association  holds  five  meetings  throughout  the 
school  year  and  the  teachers  of  Upper  Darby  are  usually  in  attend- 
ance. Thirty-three  of  our  teachers  have  joined  this  association.  The 
same  number  have  joined  the  Pennsylvania  Educational  Association 
and  two  of  that  number  attended  the  sessions  held  in  Scranton  last 
December  at  their  own  expense. 

The  West  Chester  Normal  School  has  made  an  effort  to  reach  the 
teachers  in  this  end  of  the  county.  A  class  was  formed  on  Janu- 
ary 13th  under  the  leadership  of  Prof.  Harlan  of  the  normal  faculty. 
This  class  met  once  a  week  for  fifteen  weeks.  Fifteen  teachers 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  pursue  this  course. 
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Owing  to  the  convenience  with  which  our  teachers  can  reach  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  and  other  similar  institutions  of  learn- 
ing in  Philadelphia,  many  have  joined  classes  in  these  schools.  At 
least  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  followed  courses  bearing 
upon  their  school  work  during  1915-1916  and  this  shows  that  the 
teaching  force  is  wide  awake  along  this  line. 

The  Palmer  method  of  business  writing  was  introduced  into  our 
schools  four  years  ago.  The  Palmer  Company  offered  to  give  in- 
struction free  of  charge  to  our  teachers.  There  was  no  compulsion 
in  the  matter  of  qualifying  in  this  work,  yet  twenty-six  of  the  teach- 
ers have  been  taking  the  course  offered  and  nineteen  of  this  number 
have  received  certificates  for  its  successful  completion.  This  is  an- 
other evidence  of  the  desire  of  the  teaching  force  to  grow. 

The  plan  of  granting  one  day  each  term  to  the  teachers  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  schools  outside  of  the  district  is  proving  its  value. 
Many  new  ideas  and  much  enthusiasm  are  the  noticeable  returns. 

During  the  school  year  many  excursions  are  made  to  places  of 
interest  in  Philadelphia.  Since  the  schools  are  so  close  to  the  city 
these  trips  can  be  made  in  half  a  day.  Places  of  interest  visited  last 
term  include  the  Commercial  Museum,  National  Mint,  Zoological 
Gardens,  Independence  Hall  and  several  mills. 

The  Home  and  School  Associations  have  held  several  interesting 
meetings  and  have  helped  very  materially  in  many  of  the  school 
activities. 

Patrons'  Days  were  observed  in  nearly  every  building  in  the  town- 
ship. In  a  few  of  the  schools  there  were  two  such  days  observed 
throughout  the  year.  A  spirit  of  co-operation  and  friendly  support 
were  manifested  by  the  patrons  at  all  times  and  splendid  results 
are  the  logical  outcome. 

Very  little  difficulty  was  experienced  in  enforcing  the  compulsory 
attendance  law.  The  experiment  of  having  an  experienced .  social 
worker  investigate  the  home  conditions  of  all  truants  in  a  part  of 
the  district  proved  itself  so  successful  that  the  plan  will  be  adopted 
for  the  whole  township  next  term. 

The  growth  of  the  school  enrollment  has  been  very  rapid  within 
the  last  few  years.  When  it  is  recalled  that  six  years  ago  there  were 
sixteen  teachers  in  the  district  and  in  September  of  this  year  there 
will  be  forty,  the  remarkable  growth  is  evident.  A  new  grammar 
school  building,  containing  ten  rooms  and  a  large  auditorium  and 
costing  |70,000  will  be  occupied  in  September.  This  will  relieve  the 
conditions  in  another  grammar  school  which  was  erected  six  years 
ago  and  which,  at  that  time,  was  thought  by  many  taxpayers  to  be 
larger  than  necessary  and  only  an  extravagance  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Education.     Of  course,  at  that  time,   the  rapidity  with 
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which  certain  parts  of  the  district  are  being  developed  into  residen- 
tial sections  was  not  anticipated. 

The  need  of  a  suitable  high  schol  building  is  being  felt  more  and 
more.  This  was  proved  quite  forcibly  at  the  recent  class  night  exer- 
cises when  more  than  two  hundred  persons  were  unable  to  gain 
access  to  the  small  assembly  hall  of  the  school.  The  commencement 
exercises  were  held  on  the  lawn  of  the  high  school  and  about  five 
hundred  persons  attended.  The  pretty  lawns,  large  maple  trees,  cool 
weather  and  the  spectators  comfortably  seated,  all  combined  to  make 
conditions  pleasant  for  a  delightful  afternoon. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  say  that  a  profitable  year  for  the  schools  of 
Upper  Darby  has  just  closed.  The  progress  made  has  been  due  to 
the  loyalty  of  the  teaching  force,  to  a  progressive  Board  of  Educa- 
tion and  to  the  co-operative  spirit  shown  by  our  patrons. 


VANDERGRIFT— T.  T.  Allen. 


The  past  year  has  been  a  notable  one  in  the  educational  history  of 
Vandergrift.  The  beginning  of  the  school  year  by  reason  of  the  con- 
solidation of  Vandergrift  and  Vandergrift  Heights  found  the  school 
districts  united  under  the  same  supervision.  This  consolidation 
made  the  district  one  of  the  third  class,  entitling  the  district  to  a 
district  superintendent  of  schools.  Accordingly,  the  present  super- 
intendent was  elected  by  the  new  Board  made  up  of  the  members  of 
the  two  separte  Boards  of  Vandergrift  and  Vandergrift  Heights.  The 
two  high  schools  were  brought  together  and  molded  into  one  organi- 
zation in  the  »Lincoln  avenue  building  with  an  enrollment  of  256. 
Music  and  writing  are  now  being  taught  throughout  the  entire  dis- 
trict under  competent  supervisors. 

The  overcrowded  condition  of  the  schools  made  it  necessary  to  erect 
a  two-room  portable  school  house.  This  was  finished  during  the 
Christmas  holidays.  Previous  to  this  time  four  rooms  were  on  part 
time. 

Events  rapidly  followed  each  other  during  the  year.  The  district 
superintendent  received  his  commission  from  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  on  Thursday,  September  2,  and  the  first  session  of 
city  institute  was  hold  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  September  3  and  4. 
Other  sessions  were  held  during  the  school  year.  The  following  weie 
the  instructors  whose  work  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  all  our  teachers: 
25 
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Dr.  C.  B.  Robertson,  Dr.  T.  J.  Kirby,  Dr.  G.  C.  Bassett,  Dr.  W.  G. 
Chambers,  Mrs.  Alice  M.  Carrnalt,  Miss  Ada  Van  Stone  Harris,  all 
of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh;  Superintendent  F.  W.  Wright,  of 
Union  town,  and  J.  B.  Riche}',  of  McKeesport;  Dr.  Arthur  Holmes,  of 
State  College,  and  Dr.  R.  B.  Teitrick  of  the  State  Department.  This 
is  the  first  year  Vandergrift  has  had  a  separate  institute.  Our 
teachers  are  all  unanimous  in  their  approval  of  this  plan.  They 
feel  that  the  personal  touch  with  instructors  has  made  the  work 
more  vital.  Then  the  character  of  the  instruction  has  been  deter- 
mined by  the  special  needs  of  our  schools. 

During  the  week  of  November  15-19  the  Elson  art  exhibit  was  held 
in  the  high  school  building.  Each  of  the  buildings  was  responsible 
for  a  program  given  on  an  evening.  All  the  programs  were  unusually 
attractive.  Over  2,000  people  attended.  $450  was  raised  which 
has  been  spent  in  school  room  decorations. 

In  March  a  school  savings  bank  was  established.  The  parents  were 
asked  to  indicate  their  preference  regarding  the  bank  in  which  they 
wished  an  account  opened.  In  two  months  657  accounts  were  opened 
and  about  $1,000  deposited. 

In  May  a  remarkably  successful  music  festival  was  given.  To  ac- 
commodate the  patrons  it  was  necessary  to  have  two  performances, 
one  in  the  afternoon  and  the  other  in  the  evening.  Over  400  chil- 
dren took  part  and  $225  was  realized. 

The  graduating  exercises  were  held  on  June  1.  The  address  was 
delivered  by  Dr.  Samuel  B.  McCormick,  Chancellor  of  the  University 
of  Pittsburgh.  His  subject  was  "Modern  Democracy  and  Educa- 
tion."   The  graduating  class  numbered  25. 

During  the  month  of  June  a  summer  school  was  in  session.  This 
school  was  primarily  for  students  of  exceptional  ability.  The  essen- 
tial vital  things  were  given  them  and  all  were  promoted  to  the  next 
higher  class.  With  them  it  is  not  a  question  of  their  ability.  Men- 
tally they  are  above  the  average  of  the  class  to  which  they  were 
promoted.  But  there  are  in  the  major  subjects  some  vital  facts 
which  they  may  learn.  The  successful  accomplishment  of  the  work 
depended  upon  the  fact  that  only  the  exceptional  children  were  al- 
lowed to  attend.  Even  an  average  pupil  could  not  possibly  do  the 
work  in  such  a  short  time.  We  believe  that  everything  possible 
should  be  done  for  the  weaker  pupil  but  in  our  endeavor  to  help  him 
we  should  not  forget  the  exceptional  child.  For  the  exceptional 
child  after  all  is  most  valuable  and  will  occupy  the  position  of  great- 
est responsibility  on  our  American  life.  A  summer  school  conducted 
in  a  business-like,  systematic  way  is  a  valuable  asset  in  any  system 
of  schools. 

The  greatest  need  now  in  Vandergrift  is  a  modern  up-to-date  high 
school  building.    The  rapidly  increasing  school  population  demands 
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this  in  the  very  near  future.  It  will  he  necessary  even  this  year  for 
some  pupils  to  be  put  on  half  time.  This  is  not  fair  to  these  pupils 
for  all  ought  to  have  the  same  educational  advantages. 

Then  Vandergrift  is  essentially  an  industrial  community  and  our 
school  ought  to  be  so  organized  and  equipped  to  meet  the  special 
needs  of  the  community.  Nothing  however  can  be  done  until  a  new 
high  school  building  is  erected.  The  Board  of  School  Directors  have 
very  wisely  taken  the  first  step  by  acquiring  the  only  available  site, 
si  mated  exactly  in  the  center  of  the  community.  No  further  step 
can  be  taken  until  the  electors  authorize  a  bond  issue.  We  sincerely 
hope  that  they  will  do  this  the  coining  year. 

We  close  this  report  by  thanking  the  Department  for  its  courtesies 
during  the  year  and  by  expressing  appreciation  of  the  co-operation 
of  teachers,  patrons  and  directors  in  making  the  past  year  pleasant 
as  well  as  successful. 


WARREN— R.  T.  Adams. 


During  the  year  our  grade  teachers  studied  Bagley's 
"High  School  Discipline"  and  the  high  school  teachers  studied 
Parker's  "High  School  Methods."  The  teachers  were  very  much  in- 
terested in  both  of  these  books  and  I  feel  confident  that  they  were 
helped  much  in  their  work  by  the  study  of  them. 

In  September,  we  organized  two  vocational  schools,  an  industrial 
school  for  the  boys  and  a  household  arts  school  for  the  girls.  Both 
of  these  schools  or  departments  were  very  popular.  A  cafeteria  was 
organized  in  connection  with  the  household  arts  department  and  the 
cooking  of  quantities  proved  very  beneficial  to  the  girls.  Formerly, 
in  our  cooking  classes,  each  girl  cooked  a  small  quantity,  and  as  a 
rule  ate  what  she  cooked;  but  when  she  came  to  cook  a  quantity 
large  enough  for  hall  a  dozen  people,  it  seemed  more  like  business 
and  the  girl  was  inclined  to  be  very  much  more  careful.  The  in- 
dustrial boys  took  up  cabinet  making  and  carpentry.  These  boys 
were  selected  from  the  different  grades  because  they  had  difficulty 
in  doing  the  academic  work.  While  many  of  them  were  not  very 
successful  in  the  vocational  work,  as  a  rule  they  did  very  much 
better  thau  they  had  done  in  their  regular  grades  and  the  schools 
were  very  much  better  because  of  their  absence. 
25—  G— 1916 
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On  the  thirteenth  of  September,  we  opened  the  high  school  after 
a  large  addition  had  been  erected  and  the  old  building  had  been  re- 
modeled. The  new  building  has  proved  very  attractive  to  the  pupils 
both  young  and  old,  and  as  a  result  we  had  twenty-three  of  those 
who  had  graduated  in  former  years  return  and  about  one-third  more 
than  usual  entered  the  schools  from  the  grades  and  the  surrounding 
districts. 

A  few  months  before  the  closing  of  our  schools,  the  new  public 
library  was  opened  for  use  by  the  people  of  Warren.  The  library 
building  is  a  fireproof  building  of  the  latest  design  and  is  fully 
equipped  in  every  particular.  Warren  now  has  an  up-to-date  public 
library  containing  31,000  volumes  of  readable  books  within  half  a 
square  of  the  high  school  door.  Two  of  the  grade  schools  have  easy 
access  to  the  library,  as  the  distance  from  either  of  them  is  under 
two  squares  and  the  other  four  buildings  are  served  with  branch 
libraries,  so  that  every  pupil  in  our  district  is  enabled  to  secure 
a  book  from  the  library  each  week  without  walking  two  squares 
from  the  school  building. 

The  day  following  the  close  of  our  schools  Ave  organized  another 
vacation  school  for  the  benefit  of  the  exceptional  child  either  bright 
or  dull.  Four  of  our  teachers  are  assisting  about  150  of  the  boys 
and  girls  who  failed  to  make  their  grades  to  move  on  with  their  coni- 
panions  and  about  50  of  the  bright  boys  and  girls  are  given  an  op- 
portunity to  complete  a  semester's  work  in  two  months.  Last  year 
out  of  about  250  enrolled,  210  were  advanced  a  half  year  and  I  have 
no  doubt  but  that  the  results  will  be  fully  as  great  this  year.  With 
the  expending  of  about  $400  in  the  vacation  we  are  advancing  a 
group  of  pupils  one  step.  It  would  have  cost  the  borough  f  1,000 
in  order  to  give  them  the  same  advancement  during  the  regular  school 
term. 

During  the  second  semester,  we  organized  a  continuation  school 
in  accordance  with  the  new  labor  laws.  The  school  was  not  a  very 
great  success  because  the  pupils  felt  that  they  were  driven  to  school 
and  each  one  felt  that  he  was  losing  part  of  his  wages  by  having  to 
go  there.  We  labored  in  vain  to  try  to  show  them  that  the  school 
was  for  their  good.  We  hope  in  the  future  to  have  better  accom- 
modations and  to  be  able  to  reach  a  better  understading  with  the 
boys  and  girls  most  of  whom  greatly  need  the  education.  Notwith- 
standing the  fact  of  their  dislike  for  the  school,  the  work  of  many 
showed  a  marked  improvement  in  the  ten  or  twelve  days  which  they 
spent  at  school.  This  was  especially  noticeable  in  their  letter  writ- 
ing. Half  of  them  had  no  idea  of  the  mechanical  make-up  of  a  letter 
to  say  nothing  of  the  content.  Several  of  the  children  have  never 
been  further  than  the  fourth  grade  in  the  schools  and  have  forgotten 
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much  of  what  they  had  learned;  but  in  a  few  years  all  will  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  seventh  grade  before  receiving  their  certificates  and 
then  they  will  be  better  able  to  appreciate  and  to  do  the  work 
assigned  to  them  in  the  continuation  schools. 


WASHINGTON— T.  G.  McCleary. 


The  Washington  public  schools  were  open  180  days  during  the 
school  year  1915-16.  There  was  a  total  enrollment  of  3,938,  604  of 
which  were  in  the  high  school.  Eighty-three  students  were  graduated 
from  the  high  school  during  the  year,  26  at  the  February  commence- 
ment and  57  at  the  June  commencement.  Of  this  number  59  were 
girls  and  24  were  boys. 

The  school  year  showed  a  satisfactory  growth  along  all  lines.  The 
teachers,  principals  and  supervisors  worked  hard  for  the  interest  of 
the  pupils.  The  discipline  of  the  school  has  been  very  good.  A  few 
changes  in  the  teaching  force  including  the  principal  of  the  high 
school  were  made  during  the  year,  but  the  smooth  running  of  the 
schools  was  not  effected. 

The  grammar  school  on  the  departmental  plan,  has  been  a  great 
factor  towards  our  increased  enrollment  in  the  high  school  which  is 
the  largest  in  its  history. 

There  has  been  a  department  of  public  speaking  in  our  schools 
for  at  least  ten  years  and  we  find  the  results  when  we  see  our  stu- 
dents at  Washington  and  Jefferson,  University  of  Pittsburgh,  Col- 
gate, Westminster  and  other  leading  schools  making  the  debating 
teams  and  winning  the  oratorical  contests. 

During  the  coming  year  we  are  planning  the  following: 
An  open  air  school,  continuation  school  conducted  in  the  grammar 
school,  department  of  household  arts,  and  the  adding  of  an  addi- 
tional teacher  in  the  manual  training  department. 

The  Board  of  School  Directors  have  done  their  part  very  well 
in  supplying  with  the  best  of  equipment  and  all  necessary  books  and 
supplies. 

We  held  our  first  out  of  tbe  county  debating  contest  this  year.  One 
team  debated  Homestead  at  Homestead,  our  other  team  debated 
Homestead  here.  Honors  wore  divided  at  Homestead  each  team  re- 
ceiving I-!  votes,  while  here  the  vote  stood  two  to  one  in  favor  of 
Homestead. 
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WAYNESBORO— J.  H.  Eeber. 


The  school  term  of  1915  1916  closed  May  25.  In  most  respects  the 
year's  work  was  very  satisfactory.  The  enrollment  in  all  depart- 
ments for  the  year  was  1,572,  756  males  and  816  females,  of  this 
number  238  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school  and  237  in  the  consoli- 
dated grammar  school. 

The  exercises  of  commencement  week  were  attended  by  large 
crowds  and  great  was  the  appreciation  shown  by  the  people.  On 
the  evening  of  May  22,  the  senior  class  rendered  the  comic  drama, 
"A  Scrap  of  Paper,"  in  fine  style.  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Guy,  of  St.  Paul's 
Reformed  Church,  preached  the  baccalaureate  sermon  on  Sunday 
evening,  May  21,  the  other  ministers  of  town  assisting.  The  sermon 
was  a  splendid  one  and  the  service  throughout  was  very  impressive. 
At  the  grammar  school  transfer  exercises,  May  23,  Rev.  M.  A.  Witter, 
of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  gave  a  most  practical  address  and  the 
class  rendered  an  historical  play,  "Royalty  in  Old  Virginia,"  to  the 
great  delight  of  the  large  audience.  The  commencement  was  held 
May  26.  On  this  occasion.  Dr.  J.  Geo.  Becht,  secretary  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education,  gave  an  address  replete  with  much  food  for 
careful  thought. 

For  three  years  we  have  conducted  departments  in  household  arts 
and  manual  training  in  our  high  school.  The  work  in  these  depart- 
ments has  been  of  a  substantial  character,  and  we  are  fully  con- 
vinced that  they  should  have  a  prominent  place  in  a  scheme  of  edu- 
cation. It  is  our  intention  to  extend  the  work  next  term  to  reach  a 
much  larger  number  of  pupils.  Our  commercial  and  music  depart- 
ments are  strong  and  popular.  These  courses  have  been  in  opera- 
tion many  years  and  their  benefits  have  proven  indispensable  to  our 
community.  "The  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number"  has  always 
been  our  motto.  Our  schools  are  not  conducted  for  display.  The 
teacher,  who  is  not  willing  to  work  and  take  to  heart  the  welfare 
of  the  children  under  her  care,  has  no  place  in  the  faculty  of  the 
Waynesboro  schools  nor  does  the  pupil  dare  to  expect  to  make  prog- 
ress in  school  without  concentrated  effort.  And  we  believe  the  time 
is  ripe  for  the  management  of  the  schools  to  consider  seriously  the 
introduction  of  physical  culture,  medical  inspection,  and  the  ex- 
tending of  the  manual  and  domestic  arts  to  all  the  grades.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  our  boys  and  girls  may  have  the 
pleasure  and  benefits  of  these  courses. 

Patrons'  Bay,  April  6,  was  a  success  in  every  particular.  The 
large  number  of  visitors  showed  unusual  interest  in  the  work.  Some 
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work  was  on  exhibition,  but  the  regular  work  of  the  schools  was 
carried  out.  Each  year  an  increased  interest  is  manifested  by  par- 
ents and  other  friends  of  education  in  the  movement.  There  need 
be  no  fear  of  the  outcome  of  the  efforts  put  forth  in  the  schools. so 
long  as  the  homes  and  the  schools  work  together  in  the  great  work 
of  training  the  children. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  the  teachers  for  their  cordial  support 
during  the  year.  No  superintendent  can  realize  anything  near  his 
ideals  without  the  loyal  support  of  a  competent,  conscientious  corps 
of  teachers  and  of  an  intelligent,  upright  board  of  directors.  With 
such  Waynesboro  has  been  highly  favored. 


WEST  CHESTER— Addison  L.  Jones. 


No  important  changes  were  made  in  the  schools  during  the  year, 
but  teachers  and  pupils  worked  along  lines  which  had  been  previously 
marked,  and  in  nearly  all  cases  more  creditable  work  was  done  than 
heretofore.  The  newest  addition  to  onr  courses  of  study,  and  the 
one  that,  has  taken  strongest  hold  on  our  citizens,  is  the  vocational 
department.  It  is  on  the  work  of  this  department  that  I  want  to 
write  most  in  this  report. 

The  interest  in  the  vocational  classes  has  increased  greatly  since 
the  organization  of  the  departments  two  years  ago.  The  number 
of  pupils  at  the  close  of  school  this  year  is  sixty  per  cent,  greater 
than  at  the  end  of  the  first  year.  We  have  the  three  divisions — 
iron  workers,  wood  workers  and  the  household  arts  classes;  alto- 
gether seventy-two  pupils. 

While  the  problem  of  the  shops  and  the  domestic  science  rooms 
have  been  fairly  well  solved,  the  projects  have  been  worked  out  by 
the  classes,  the  results  are  readily  seen  and  progress  noted;  yet  the 
making  of  a  fairly  well-balanced  program  of  the  academic  subjects 
closely  related  to  the  shop  work  is  an  exceedingly  difficult  problem, 
a  satisfactory  solution  to  which  we  have  not  yet  found. 

In  our  schools  we  admit  pupils  into  the  freshman  class  in  the  vo- 
cational department  from  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  if  they  are 
fourteen  years  old.  These  pupils  need  a  good  deal  of  instruction 
in  plain  every  day  arithmetic  and  composition,  so  they  may  get  a 
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good  hold  on  the  technical  problems  that  they  encounter  at  an  early 
day  in  any  of  the  vocational  courses. 

As  yet  we  have  found  no  good  texts  on  the  subjects,  even  for  a 
basis  of  the  work  to  be  done.  On  this  account  there  must  be  many 
conferences  between  the  shop  teacher  and  the  teachers  of  the  aca- 
demic branches.  While  the  teachers  visit  the  shops  and  get  material 
for  problems  for  mathematics  and  themes  for  the  English  work,  it 
is  found  that  the  vocational  classes  are  not  always  the  favorite 
ones  to  teach.  While  the  difficulties  have  not  been  surmounted,  much 
good  work  has  been  done. 

The  classes  in  the  vocational  schools  have  held  together  wonder- 
fully well.  These  classes  are  made  up  of  good  students  usually,  but 
in  nearly  every  case  the  students  have  been  dissatisfied  with  the 
regular  courses  in  the  schools,  they  are  about  to  stop  school  to  go 
to  work,  or  they  are  tired  of  school.  With  all  these  untoward  con- 
ditions we  lost  only  a  very  few  of  the  pupils  and  most  of  these  to  go 
to  the  trades. 

We  have  been  greatly  favored  by  the  manufacturers  who  are  rep- 
resented on  our  advisory  committees.  The  superintendents  give  credit 
to  the  vocational  boys  for  the  time  they  spend  in  the  school  shops, 
that  is,  if  the  boys  are  in  the  vocational  schools  two  years,  they  will 
give  them  a  year's  credit  in  their  apprenticeship,  or  if  they  have  a 
full  course  in  the  shops,  they  get  two  years'  credit,  and  receive  at 
the  start  such  wages  as  a  third  year  apprentice  gets.  They  are  thus 
two  years  at  a  trade  before  they  graduate.  This  arrangement  is  a 
great  encouragement  to  parents  and  pupils  alike.  In  addition,  the 
boys  get  good  wages  in  the  trades  during  their  vacations.  Every 
boy  in  the  shops  last  year  is  working  at  the  trade  of  his  choice  this 
summer,  and  is  getting  from  sixteen  and  a  half  to  twenty-two  and  a 
half  cents  an  hour,  with  work  all  the  time  he  wants. 

The  attitude  of  the  patrons  toward  the  vocational  schools  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  only  one  employment  certificate  has  been  issued 
since  the  new  law  went  into  effect.  We  hnve  many  vacation  certifi- 
cates out,  but  there  are  few  requests  to  have  boys  stay  out  of  school 
so  long  as  they  are  intersted  in  their  work.  These  highly  favorable 
conditions  are  brought  about  by  judicious  and  greatly  interested 
advisory  committees,  by  the  encouragement  of  the  manufacturing 
interests  in  employing  our  boys  during  vacations,  by  the  patrons 
of  the  schools,  who  see  in  the  movement  an  opportunity  to  give  their 
children  a  good  education  and  at  the  same  time  start  them  in  line 
to  become  skilled  workmen;  and  above  all,  by  a  large  number  of 
boys  and  girls  who  realize  the  advantages  accruing  to  youth  who  are 
willing  to  work  and  who  are  skilled  to  do  something  well  when  they 
leave  school. 
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Since  the  high  school  students  three  years  ago  agreed  to  give  up 
their  fraternities  on  condition  that  the  School  Board  and  the  faculty 
would  have  receptions  and  parties  to  which  all  pupils  should  be 
invited,  the  social  features  of  the  school  have  been  greatly  en- 
joyed by  all.  These  functions  are  always  held  on  Friday  evenings; 
the  principal,  the  preceptress  or  the  class  advisers,  with  other  mem- 
bers of  the  faculty,  always  are  advisory  members  of  the  committees. 
The  literary  societies,  the  debating,  the  mathematical,  the  camera, 
the  glee  and  the  birds  clubs  have  all  been  in  thriving  condition.  The 
choruses  and  orchestra  have  grown  much  in  numbers  and  in  ef- 
ficiency. All  of  these  activities  have  added  to  the  interest  of  the 
pupils  and  the  pride  they  have  in  the  school.  The'  opportunity  af- 
forded by  these  organizations  for  educational  good  is  great,  and 
they  give  valuable  training  to  all  the  pupils,  while  the  school  as  a 
whole  grows  more  and  more  democratic. 

The  commencement  is  always  noted  for  its  simplicity  in  dress  and 
dignity  in  all  parts.  There  are  no  gifts  received  in  public  by  the 
graduates,  nor  are  there  flowers  given  to  them  while  they  are  on 
the  stage.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  School  Board  to  make  the  graduation 
of  all  possible  without  adding  unnecessary  expenses  to  the  poorest 
members  of  the  class.  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Mitchell,  president  of  Delaware 
College,  gave  a  most  interesting  address  to  the  graduates  and  their 
friends.    The  class  consisted  of  twenty  boys  and  thirty-nine  girls. 

The  high  school  library  is  increasingly  valuable.  The  librarian  is 
greatly  interested  in  all  phases  of  school  life,  whether  in  aid  of  refer- 
ences for  essays  in  the  eighth  grades,  material  for  the  debating  club, 
selections  for  the  English  classes,  or  teachers  seeking  illustrative  ma- 
terial; no  matter  what  is  wanted  she  has  it  at  hand  so  that  pupils 
and  teachers  can  easily  find  what  they  want,  in  the  school  library, 
or  either  in  the  public  or  the  normal  school  library. 

Our  reading  rooms  seat  sixty  pupils,  yet  seldom  from  eight  in  the 
morning  until  four  in  the  afternoon  are  there  vacant  chairs.  Super- 
intendents who  do  not  have  an  active,  interested,  aggressive  librarian 
in  the  high  school,  can  scarcely  realize  the  valuable  aid  that  such  a 
person  gives  to  the  educational  work  in  almost  every  department. 

A  decided  step  forward  was  made  during  the  last  school  year  by 
the  managers  of  the  public  library.  An  addition  was  erected  to 
the  building  to  store  the  children's  books.  The  rooms  are  handsomely 
fitted,  and  are  used  for  reading  rooms  for  the  children.  A  librarian, 
especially  trained  has  charge  of  the  rooms.  She,  or  some  one  chosen 
by  her,  tells  stories  suited  to  the  ages  of  the  children  at  frequent  in- 
tervals. It  is  believed  that  the  stories,  and  the  readings  subsequently 
suggested  by  the  librarian,  will  do  much  to  direct  the  children  in 
their  readings  and  their  tastes  for  good  literature. 


392  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.   Doc. 


WEST  MAHANOY  TWP.    (Schuylkill  County)— M.  H.  Carey. 


During  the  summer  the  Board  showed  its  progressiveness  by  mak- 
ing many  improvements.  At  No.  2  school  the  playground  was  con- 
siderably improved.  Drinking  fountains  and  wash  basins  combined 
were  installed  in  the  class  rooms.  The  Lost  Creek  school  building, 
erected  in  1880,  was  greatly  improved  and  remodeled.  An  additional 
room  has  been  added  to  the  second  floor,  which  means  less  conges- 
tion for  the  other  schools  and  enables  the  teachers  to  accomplish  bet- 
ter results.  A  new  hot  water-heating  plant  has  been  installed.  A 
storage  room,  office  and  meeting  room  has  been  added  to  the  south- 
east side;  drinking  fountains  and  wash  basins  installed  in  the  class 
rooms ;  the  building  painted  with  three  coats  of  paint,  water  supply 
and  sewer  lines  installed.  The  improvements  at  this  building  are 
very  noticeable. 

The  subject  of  drawing  will  be  added  to  the  course  of  study  the 
coming  term.  A  special  teacher  will  have  charge  of  this  work.  One 
of  the  teachers  was  so  far  advanced  that  she  was  highly  recom- 
mended by  Miss  Weidman,  supervisor  of  drawing  in  the  Shenandoah 
schools,  to  take  charge  of  this  work.  To  further  qualify  herself,  she 
took  a  summer  course  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  re- 
ceived a  diploma  of  a  high  grade  in  drawing. 


WILKES-BARRE— James  M.  Coughlin. 


The  schools  of  Wilkes-Barre  closed  June  10,  1916.  The  attendance 
was  the  largest  of  any  period  in  their  history.  The  number  of  pu- 
pils enrolled  for  the  term  of  6,874  boys,  6,533  girls,  total  13,407.  The 
enrollment  for  the  last  month  of  the  year  was  boys,  5,977;  girls, 
5,824;  total,  11,801. 

The  high  school  enrolled  936  boys,  957  girls,  total  1,S93.  The 
number  of  graduates  from  the  high  school  this  year  was  boys  122, 
girls  165,  total  287. 

There  were  promoted  from  the  grammar  A  grade  to  the  high  school 
this  year,  341  boys,  354  girls ;  total  695.    The  prospective  attendance 


No.  6.  WILKES-BARRE.  393 

in  the  high  school  for  next  year  will  be  1,013  boys,  1,085  girls; 
total  2,098.    The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  term  was  94. 

I  am  reporting  again  this  year  the  excellent  health  conditions 
which  prevailed  among  the  children  attending  our  schools.  There 
were  only  eight  pupils  reported  who  died  during  the  year,  out  of 
an  enrollment  of  13,407.  This  is  due  to  condition  of  our  school  build- 
ings. They  are  all  well  ventilated,  properly  heated,  and  light  con- 
ditions are  excellent.  It  is  also  due  to  the  care  taken  by  our  Medical 
Inspectors  and  the  attention  of  our  people  to  observe  hygienic  con- 
ditions about  their  homes. 

The  problem  of  "Preparedness''  has  been  before  our  board  for 
their  consideration.  No  steps  were  taken  to  give  military  drills  by 
the  school  children.  The  board  of  school  directors  has  always  been, 
and  is  now,  greatly  interested  in  the  problems  of  physical  develop- 
ment for  both  boys  and  girls.  Gymnastic  exercises  are  given  daily 
in  all  the  elementary  schools  and  more  elaborate  instruction  is  given 
in  the  high  school. 

I  have  been  greatly  interested  in  regular  school  grounds  where  the 
children  of  all  grades  could  meet,  where  each  school  may  have  appro- 
priate out  door  physical  exercises  and  where  the  boys  may  be  organ- 
ized in  physical  exercises.  A  place  where  boys  would  be  trained  in 
exercises.  Where  they  would  not  be  merely  "rooters"  at  the  games 
but  be  thorough  participants  in  the  physical  culture  work.  I  am 
hoping  now  that  our  board  may  take  advantage  of  public  sentiment 
on  the  question  of  "preparedness"  and  purchase  a  plot  of  ground  for 
this  special  purpose. 

Public  sentiment  has  not  diminished  in  favor  of  good  schools  in  this 
city.  The  public  are  in  favor  of  a  thoroughly  practical  education  for 
their  children.  They  are  in  favor  of  any  steps  which  the  board  may 
take  in  industrial  work.  Manual  training  is  introduced  for  the  boys 
in  grammar  A  and  P>  grades  and  sewing  is  required  of  all  girls  in  the 
last  four  elementary  grades.  Cooking  will  be  added  to  these  grades 
this  coming  year. 

A  fine  course  is  provided  for  cooking,  sewing,  and  allied  work  in 
drawing  for  the  high  school  girls,  and  a  complete  course  in  wood  and 
metal  work  for  the  high  school  boys,  including  a  course  in  mechanical 
drawing. 

Drawing  is  made  a  regular  course  in  our  schools  and  is  under  the 
management  of  a  special  teacher.  Her  work  covers  the  entire  elemen- 
tary course. 

Singing  is  also  made  a  regular  study  in  all  the  elementary  schools. 
Fine  work  is  being  done  through  the  special  teacher. 
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WILKINSBURG— James  L.  Allison. 


This  year  has  been  one  of  success  in  many  respects  with  some  dis- 
asters and  disappointments  in  others.  On  October  3d,  fire  destroyed 
a  fifteen-room  building,  which  caused  the  disarrangement  of  our 
plans  as  we  had  consolidated  our  eighth  grades  in  one  building  with 
the  idea  of  departmental  work,  but  when  the  building  burned  it  neces- 
sitated half-day  sessions  for  the  eighth  grade  and  the  first,  second, 
and  third  grades  in  the  same  building  with  the  eighth  grade.  This 
gave  an  opportunity  to  take  care  of  the  pupils  from  the  burned  build- 
ing in  half-day  sessions  alternating  with  the  others.  By  lengthening 
the  sessions  we  suceeded  admirably,  and  the  year's  results  show  that 
very  little  inconvenience  was  noticeable,  as  the  work  was  well  done 
and  the  promotions  show  that  the  average  was  equal  to  that  of  the 
other  buildings.  The  board  began  to  plan  for  the  construction  of  a 
new  building,  and  in  the  plan  is  contemplated  a  duplex  building — 
one  part  to  take  care  of  the  grade  pupils  and  the  other  to  take  care 
of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  and  possibly  first  year  high  school 
pupils  during  part  of  the  year  at  least.  This  will  establish  a  junior 
high  school.  It  was  necessary  to  go  before  the  people  for  permission 
to  issue  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $250,000,  which  was  granted.  The 
insurance  on  the  old  building  amounted  to  $64,000.  This,  with  bor- 
rowing power  still  available,  will  give  us  an  amount  equalling  about 
$450,000.  The  building  is  to  be  completed  by  September,  1917,  and 
will  contain  thirty-five  school  rooms,  manual  training  and  domestic 
science  rooms,  community  rooms,  assembly  hall,  and  swimming  pool. 
There  is  a  possibility  that  not  all  of  the  building  will  be  completed 
at  this  time  but  sufficient  will  be  finished  to  take  care  of  the  pupils 
that  demand  attention.  The  building  will  be  fireproof  and  modern 
in  every  particular. 

The  evening  school  was  continued  during  four  months  of  the  year 
with  an  attendance  of  about  eighty  pupils.  Many  of  these  were  adults 
who  were  endeavoring  to  learn  our  language. 

The  board  of  directors  purchased  an  athletic  field  con- 
taining seven  and  one-half  acres,  which  in  the  future  may  be  used  for 
building  purposes.  This  has  been  graded  and  completed  with  a  run- 
ning track,  baseball  and  football  fields,  and  tennis  courts.  The  Ath- 
letic Association  is  fencing  it  and  erecting  seats  for  spectators.  The 
location  is  one  of  the  best  in  Wilkinsburg  as  it  is  high  and  well 
drained. 

The  enrollment  in  our  schools  has  continued  to  increase  as  it  has 
done  every  year  for  the  past  ten  years.    The  total  enrollment  for  the 
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year  is  3,600.  The  enrollment  for  the  month  of  May,  the  last  month 
of  school,  was  3,213 — 1,552  boys  and  1,661  girls,  of  whom  627  were  in 
the  high  school.  The  number  in  the  graduating  class  of  the  high 
school  was  63,  22  of  these  being  boys  and  41  girls.  The  number  to 
enter  high  school  at  the  September  opening  will  be  126  from  our  own 
schools,  while  20  or  25  will  be  admitted  from  adjoining  districts, 
making  our  high  school  for  the  next  year  nearly  800. 

The  board  established  a  six-weeks  summer  school,  beginning  im- 
mediately at  the  close  of  the  regular  term.  This  was  intended  for 
pupils  who  had  failed  in  one  or  two  subjects  during  the  regular  term 
on  account  of  sickness  or  quarantine.  There  were  seventy-five  pupils 
attended  this  term,  and  all  but  twelve  of  these  succeeded  in  finish- 
ing their  work  and  passing  to  their  proper  grades.  It  proved  to  be 
one  of  the  most  popular  moves  that  have  been  tried  in  the  town. 

The  Federated  Women's  Club  of  Wilkinsburg  conducted  a  summer 
school  for  children  under  ten  years  of  age,  which  proved  very  success- 
ful. They  secured  the  money  by  an  entertainment  given  by  our  school 
children  during  the  latter  part  of  the  school  year,  and  much  of  the 
help  was  donated.  Most  of  the  teachers  devoted  their  time  gratuit- 
ously and  did  efficient  work.  The  children  were  instructed  in  games, 
in  mat  weaving,  and  in  sewing,  while  story-telling  was  quite  a  feature 
of  the  work.  A  story-teller  from  the  Carnegie  Institute  gave  part  of 
her  time  to  this  work,  while  a  story-teller  of  one  of  our  Chautauqua s 
gave  her  time  to  this  work.  The  results  of  this  summer  playground 
school  are  hard  to  estimate,  but  it  seems  that  it  may  be  the  beginning 
of  regular  playground  work  directed  by  the  board  of  directors. 

Our  institute  was  conducted  during  the  year,  having  sessions  on 
the  first  Saturday  of  each  month.  This  distributes  the  meetings 
throughout  the  year  and  has  become  very  popular  with  the  teachers. 

An  innovation  was  undertaken  by  the  school  children  of  the  town 
at  the  suggestion  of  our  Street  Commissioner,  Mr.  Wm.  G.  Ewing. 
It  was  the  outgrowth  of  celebrating  the  completion  of  the  elevation 
of  the  tracks  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  which  is  one 
of  the  greatest  advantages  to  our  school  that  has  come  to  us  during 
the  existence  of  the  borough,  as  children  can  now  be  sent  from  one 
part  of  the  town  to  the  other  without  fear  of  being  killed  or  maimed 
at  the  railroad  crossings.  The  plan  involved  was  to  place  a  marker 
on  the  Lincoln  Highway,  which  passes  through  our  town,  and  it  was 
decided  to  place  a  statute  of  Abraham  Lincoln  on  a  pedestal  over- 
looking the  highway.  The  scheme  was  carried  out  and  a  monument 
erected  at  the  cost  of  $525.  This  money  was  provided  chiefly  by  small 
collections  and  contributions  from  the  school  children.  The  monu- 
ment was  unveiled  during  the  celebration  in  June  and  proved  to  be 
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one  of  the  successful  features  of  that  event.  The  school  children 
witnessed  the  ceremony  and  took  part  in  song.  It  has  been  our  ex- 
perience that  any  movement  that  tends  to  bring  the  schools  to  the 
front  is  popular  and  beneficial  to  pupils,  teachers,  and  patrons.  This 
event  was  no  exception. 

It  is  fitting  in  closing  this  report  that  a  word  of  appreciation  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  to  our  local  board  of  directors 
be  given.  These  have  been  ever  helpful  in  every  possible  way,  and 
their  efforts  are  appreciated  not  only  by  the  teachers  but  by  the 
people  in  general.  The  local  boards  are  usually  criticised  for  their 
best  endeavors,  and  that  has  not  escaped  our  board  under  the  trying 
conditions  under  which  it  has  labored  during  the  past  year.  The 
members  have  spent  much  time  and  energy  in  planning  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  schools  and  for  the  interests  of  the  community,  and 
yet  they  have  been  criticised  severely  for  their  expenditure  of  money; 
but  their  monument  when  completed  will  remain  as  an  evidence  of 
their  faithfulness  and  good  judgment.  The  help  given  by  the  local 
press  has  been  appreciated.  It  has  never  been  slow  to  advance  any 
sentiment  which  will  in  the  end  benefit  the  children  through  the 
schools. 

It  is  predicted  that  the  next  few  years  in  Wilkinsburg  will  count 
for  much  in  school  matters,  as  the  outlook  is  excellent,  the  sentiment 
is  good,  and  the  enthusiasm  of  the  patrons  and  pupils  is  noticeable 
not  only  by  us  but  by  strangers. 


W1LLIAMSPORT— F.  W.  Robbins. 


Day  Schools. 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  day  schools,   5,020 

Number  of  boys  enrolled  in  the  day  schools, 2,919 

Number  of  girls  enrolled  in  the  day  schools,   3,001 

Average  enrollment  for  the  year, 5,400 

Average  attendance  for  the  year, 5,005 

Percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year,  92 
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Evening  Schools. 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  evening  schools,  

Number  of  men  and  boys  enrolled  in  the  evening  schools, 
Number  of  women  and  girls  enrolled  in  the  evening  schools, 

Average  enrollment  for  the  year,  

Average  attendance  for  the  year,  

Continuation  school. 
Number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  continuation  school,   .... 

Number  of  boys  enrolled  in  the  continuation  school 

Number  of  girls  enrolled  in  the  continuation  school 

Percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year, 

Total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  all  departments  of 
the  public  schools,   
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630 
351 
279 
340 
259 


72 
45 
27 
91 


6,022 


High  School. 
Our  high  school  enrollment  has  increased  more  rapidly  than  the 
general  population,  and  at  the  present  schedule  of  salaries,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  supply  experienced  teachers  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  in- 
creased enrollment.  A  readjustment  of  the  salary  schedule  of  the 
high  school  teachers  is  necessary  to  strengthen  the  teaching  force. 

The  growth  of  the  high  school  in  the  past  six  years  is  indicated  by 
the  following  table: 


Year. 

Enrollment. 

Yearly. 
Increase. 

Graduates. 

Teachers. 

1910,    

450 
903 

19 
120 

51 
106 

18 

1916,    

37 

An  analysis  of  the  statistical  report  shows  the  following  results 
of  the  year's  work: 


Enrollment, 
Promoted,     ... 
Not   promoted 
Withdrawals, 


64% 
20% 

m 


Sophomores. 


274 
72% 
12% 
16% 


Juniors. 


150 

65% 
25% 
lO'/o 


116 
91% 
3% 
6% 
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Elementary  Grades. 
Progress  through  the  grades  for  the  past  two  years  is  shown  in  the 
following  table: 


Enrollment,     

Promoted,     

Not  promoted 

Withdrawals,   

1915-1916. 

Enrollment,     

Promoted,     

Not  promoted 

Withdrawals 


8th 

7th 

6th 

5th 

4th 

3d 

2nd 

683 

487 

533 

601 

597 

601 

623 

78% 

71% 

82% 

85% 

83% 

S3% 

82% 

15% 

17% 

9% 

6% 

7% 

5% 

9% 

7% 

12% 

9% 

9% 

10% 

12% 

9% 

643 

524 

601 

585 

652 

588 

606 

70% 

76% 

79% 

79% 

79% 

83% 

80% 

16% 

15% 

13% 

11% 

9% 

9% 

10% 

14% 

9% 

8% 

10% 

12% 

8% 

10% 

786 
64% 
22% 
14% 


828 
67% 
19% 
14% 


At  intervals  standard  tests  were  given  in  the  different  schools  in 
language,  spelling,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  the  purposes  of  which 
were  to  determine  the  abilities  of  children  and  their  progress  through 
the  grades.  In  several  instances  the  same  test  was  given  in  different 
grades  at  the  same  time  under  the  same  conditions.  These  tests  are 
not  examinations.  They  do  not  influence  promotions.  They  are  a 
source  of  enlightenment  and  suggestion  to  the  teacher,  and  conse- 
quently her  teaching  effort  is  likely  to  be  directed  more  intelligently. 

Savings  Bank. 
The  school  savings  bank  established  in  1890  continues  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition.  A  somewhat  discouraging  feature  is  that  although 
the  amount  of  deposits  has  increased,  the  number  of  depositors  has 
decreased.  A  larger  number  of  children  should  be  encouraged  to 
open  accounts.  It  is  a  phase  of  school  life  in  Williamsport  that  has 
anticipated  the  general  thrift  movement  in  the  schools  of  to-day. 


Medical  Inspection. 
The  report  of  the  Medical  Inspector  shows  that  the  schools  have 
been  unusually  free  from  all  forms  of  contagious  and  infectious  dis- 
ease. The  dental  equipment  owned  by  the  school  district  has  been 
loaned  to  the  City  Council,  which  now  takes  care  of  those  children 
who  are  in  need  of  dental  care,  and  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  the 
services  of  a  dentist. 

Evening  Elementary  School. 
The  report  of  the  evening  elementary  school  shows  an  enrollment 
of  180  students  of  eleven  different  nationalities  from  fourteen  years 
of  age  and  upward,  to  forty  years  and  beyond.    Many  practical  results 
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are  shown,  such  as  increase  of  salaries  of  students,  new  positions 
secured,  first  naturalization  papers,  etc.  The  Bureau  of  Immigration 
keeps  the  principal  informed  of  all  aliens  coming  to  this  city,  many 
of  whom  voluntarily  come  into  the  class  for  foreigners. 

Continuation  School. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Child  Labor  Law  a  con- 
tinuation school  for  employed  boys  and  girls  between  fourteen  and 
sixteen  years  of  age  was  opened  February  8,  1916.  During  the  term 
a  total  of  45  boys  and  28  girls,  seventeen  of  whom  were  non-residents, 
was  enrolled.  Usually  at  the  age  of  sixteen  they  leave  school.  The 
work  is  largely  industrial  and  practical.  Each  day  is  eight  hours  in 
length  including  academic,  and  vocational  work.  Some  children  at- 
tended one  full  day  each  week  and  others  two  half  days.  Our  short 
experience  indicates  that  two  separate  half  days  instead  of  one  full 
day  would  be  a  better  plan  if  suitable  arrangements  could  be  made 
with  employers. 

The  continuation  school  problem  in  Williamsport  is  peculiar  for 
two  reasons:  (1)  The  number  of  children  between  fourteen  and  six- 
teen employed  is  very  small.  (2)  The  nature  of  the  employment  in 
Williamsport  is  exceptionally  varied.  The  children  attending  the 
school  are  found  in  thirty  different  employments  with  not  more  than 
seven  in  any  one  occupation.  Varied  vocational  instruction,  there- 
fore is  practically  impossible. 

Investigation  shows  that  these  same  children  are  interested  in  no 
less  than  seventeen  different  kinds  of  hand  work  with  not  more  than 
ten  interested  in  any  one  kind.  Besides,  six  report  as  not  being  in- 
terested in  any  handwork  whatever.  Questions  were  asked  as  to 
whether  or  not  they  expected  to  remain  in  their  present  employment 
or  whether  they  expected  to  change.  Only  seventeen  out  of  the  whole 
number  expected  their  present  employment  to  be  permanent,  while 
forty-two  expected  to  change.  In  reply  to  the  question  as  to  what 
occupation  they  expected  to  follow,  there  was  a  great  diversity  of 
opinion.  Sixteen  different  occupations  were  indicated  from  that  of 
baker  to  porter  with  not  more  than  one  in  any  occupation  except  in 
dressmaking  and  in  the  machinist  trade.  Children  had  no  fixed 
ideals  in  regard  to  their  life  occupation.  In  reply  to  the  question 
"What  instruction  do  you  most  need  to  help  you  in  your  present 
work"  eight  answered  "none,"  thirty-one  did  not  know  what  instruc- 
tion they  needed,  while  the  remainder  indicated  the  need  of  instruc- 
tion in  no  less  than  fourteen  different  subjects. 

Music. 
Besides  the  regular  work  in  the  schools  the  music  department  has 
successfully  initiated  several  additional  courses  widening  the  oppor- 
26 
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tunities  and  increasing  the  interest  of  students.  Among  these  are  the 
after-school  classes  in  the  high  school  including  glee  clubs,  quartettes, 
mandolin  clubs,  guitar  and  banjo  classes,  all  under  competent  in- 
structon. 

In  the  grades  the  competitive  music  festival  and  primary  song 
recital  reflected  very  favorably,  the  work  of  both  teachers  and  super- 
visor. A  further  extension  of  this  type  of  entertainment  is  promised 
in  the  near  future.  The  after-school  violin  classes  were  especially 
successful  and  are  to  be  continued  throughout  vacation  in  two  centers. 


WINTON— John  J.  Judge. 


Our  schools  closed  June  15th  at  the  end  of  a  nine  month's  term. 
Our  primary  and  intermediate  grades  were  overcrowded,  yet  our 
teachers  have  done  good  work  under  difficult  conditions. 

Several  teachers'  meetings  were  held  during  the  year. 

The  enrollment  in  the  schools  during  the  past  year  was  equal  to 
that  of  former  years  and  the  attendance  was  better.  We  are  now 
obliged  to  rent  five  rooms  outside  of  our  regular  school  buildings. 
Our  high  school  will  be  crowded  next  year  and  no  relief  can  come 
until  a  new  high  school  building  is  erected. 

A  new  and  completely  equipped  laboratory  was  recently  purchased. 

Teachers  and  directors  heartily  co  operated  in  every  thing  tending 
to  the  betterment  of  our  school  system. 

I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Department  of  Educa- 
tion for  past  courtesies. 


YORK— A.  Wanner. 


Two  new  eight  room  buildings  were  completed  and  occupied  in 
the  fall.  Both  are  admirably  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  built  and  are  so  planned  as  to  provide  for  future  extension  by 
the  addition  of  either  four  or  eight  rooms  as  conditions  may  deter- 
mine. 


No.  6.  YORK.  401 

There  were  enrolled  in  the  Industrial  Course  in  our  high  school  71 
freshmen,  20  sophomores,  26  juniors,  and  23  seniors,  a  total  of  140. 
These  boys  are  now  working  in  15  different  shops  learning  their 
trades.  The  total  sum  of  money  earned  during  the  past  school  year 
in  this  department  amounted  to  $10,106.39. 

In  the  annual  state  report  for  last  year  a  detailed  report  of  the 
scope  and  general  character  of  the  work  in  the  co-operative  indus- 
trial department  was  made.  Those  seeking  more  information  are 
referred  to  it.  Moreover  in  connection  with  the  publication  of  the 
annual  catalogue  of  the  York  Public  Schools,  in  the  fall,  a  separate 
report  covering  the  work  in  this  department  will  be  issued  and  can  be 
had  on  application. 

Continuation  Schools. 

Continuation  schools  were  organized  Jan.  10,  1916.  Pupils  were 
assigned,  according  to  residence,  to  one  or  the  other  of  two  double 
schools  located  in  buildings  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  Five  dif- 
ferent groups,  approximately  40  pupils  in  a  section,  were  placed  in 
each  school.  School  attendance  was  required  for  one  clay  in  each 
week. 

Canvas  book  bags,  made  in  the  sewing  department,  were  furnished 
in  advance.  Into  these,  at  the  close  of  the  day,  were  placed  each 
pupil's  books  and  supplies.  The}7"  were  then  stored  on  racks  ready  for 
distribution  the  following  week  when  that  group  next  reported.  They 
served  a  double  purpose.  By  their  provision,  responsibility  for  the 
proper  care  of  books  and  supplies  was  placed  on  the  individual,  and 
by  the  avoidance  of  promiscuous  use  of  property,  the  best  sanitary 
conditions  were  secured. 

In  arranging  the  ten  sections,  so  far  as  feasible,  pupils  were  grouped 
by  grades  and  sexes.  In  accordance  with  that  plan,  there  were  or- 
ganized four  sections  of  boys,  four  of  girls  and  two  of  both  sexes. 

In  the  beginning,  all  pupils  were  card  catalogued.  One  card  was 
on  file  in  the  superintendent's  office  and  a  duplicate,  of  another  color, 
was  kept  in  the  school.  By  their  use  a  satisfactory  record  of  each 
pupil,  in  such  form  as  to  be  always  and  easily  accessible,  was  kept. 
The  card,  printed  on  both  sides,  of  standard  size,  contains  the  follow- 
ing: 
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1.  Last    Name 


2.  First     Nam*    and     Initial      3.  1*   yr».    oi 


5.  Employer 


7.  School    last    attended 

Where  Grade 


Continuation    Schools, 

i'ork    Penna. ;    Office    Record. 


Form.   C.   S.   5. 


C.  1'ai-nit  or  Guardian 


8.  Assigned     to    C.     S. 
No.  No.  Date 


Admission, 
Date  of 


Days 


Belonged 


Attended 


Date  of  dismissal 


Cause  of 
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The  following  statistics  present  suggestive  data  bearing  upon  local 
continuation  school  conditions.  They  are  based  upon  the  entire  en- 
rollment during  the  time  the  schools  were  in  operation,  or  100  days. 

Location  of  Pupils  by  Grades. 


Grade. 


Third 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh 

Eighth 

Ninth,  H.  S 

Tenth,    H.    S 

No    data;    other   districts, 


Male . 

Female. 

<> 

15 

9 

36 

42 

45 

57 

76 

68 

62 

68 

20 

13 

2 
3 

4 

261 

261  | 

Total. 


2 
24 

78 
102 
144 
130 
33 
2 
7 


Location  by  Employment, 


1.  Silk    Mills 

2.  Dentist's    supply    Co., 

3.  Woman's  garment  Mfg. 

4.  Printing  offices 

5.  Hosiery    mills 

6.  Ribbon   mills 

7.  Box    factories 

8.  Laundries,     

9.  Candy  Mfg 

10.  Telegraph   Cos 

11.  Tobacco    Mfg 

12.  News    stands 

13.  Card   and   paper   Cos., 

14.  Stores 

15.  Bakeries 

16.  Metal    Mfg.    Cos 

17.  Merchandise 


Male. 

Female. 

28 

62 

5 

72 

22 

19 

6 
23 

33 

1 

25 

5 

15 

8 

2 

11 

13 

5 

5 

2 

1 

19 

2 

38 

3 

13 

4 

32 

1 

44 

4 

261 

261 

No.  Who  Have  Changed  Places  of  Employment. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

39 
21 
4 

29 
10 
3 
3 

81 

31 
7 
1 

2 

2 
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Male. 

Female 

Total. 

48 

55 

103 

Total  No.  of  Certificates  Issued  From  Jan.  1,  1916  to  June  1,  1916, 

Inclusive. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

95 
44 

67 
12 

1C2 

56 

218 

Issued  From  Jan.  1,  1915,  to  June  1,  1915. 

(Corresponding  period  previous  year.) 


Certificates,     total, 


Male. 


Female.        Total 


In  the  sections  containing  both  boys  and  girls  results  were  better 
than  in  the  groups  of  one  sex.  Discipline  was  easier  and  the  work, 
in  every  way,  more  satisfactory. 

The  want  of  continuity  in  attendance,  without  which  no  pupil  can 
make  satisfactory  progress,  constituted  a  serious  difficulty.  A  num- 
ber left  employers,  either  voluntarily  or  involuntarily,  who  did  not 
resume  work  till  the  lapse  of  varying  and  indefinite  periods.  School 
attendance  was  intermittent. 

To  another  class  belong  those,  who  by  reason  of  age  are  not  required 
to  attend  many  days.  Reference  to  the  statistics  shows  a  large  num- 
ber of  pupils  in  that  category. 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  feature  is  the  character  of  employ- 
ment. Reference  to  the  list  shows  that  the  preponderance  of  labor 
is  in  the  nature  of  highly  specialized  employment,  not  vocational  in 
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the  sense  that  it  involves  a  trade,  or  an  equivalent.  The  skill  in- 
volved consists  almost  wholly  in  manual  dexterity  acquired  through 
frequent  repetition  of  the  same  operation. 

An  analysis  of  present  occupations  as  listed,  together  with  some 
personal  investigation,  warrants  the  statement  that  fewer  than 
twelve  pupils  in  the  entire  list  are  in  positions  to  learn  the  different 
operations  involved  in  what  can  be  termed  trade  occupations. 

Curricula  should  meet  the  needs  of  the  different  groups  into  which 
continuation  school  pupils  can  be  placed.  Previous  school  opportuni- 
ties, mental  maturity  and  particularly  the  development  of  the  per- 
ceptive faculties  should  be  more  important  factors  in  shaping  curri- 
cula to  best  meet  the  needs  of  this  community  than  present  and  tem- 
porary employment. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  greater  number  of  certificates  issued 
under  the  new  law  than  for  the  corresponding  period  under  the  old. 

In  conclusion  it  should  be  said  that  the  high  school  boys  in  the 
Industrial  department,  a  few  of  whom  hold  labor  certificates  and  all 
of  whom  are  learning  trades,  are  not  included  in  any  of  the  data  re- 
lating to  the  continuation  schools  just  given. 
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REPORTS  OF  PRINCIPALS  OF  STATE  NORMAL 

SCHOOLS. 


FIRST  DISTRICT,  WEST  CHESTER. 


CM.  PHILIPS,  Principal. 


At  the  last  commencement,  there  was  graduated  at  the  West 
Chester  State  Normal  School  a  class  of  350  students,  much  the 
largest  graduating  class  in  the  school's  history. 

Of  these  there  were: 

Graduates  of  4  year  high  schools,    201 

Graduates  of  3  year  high  schools,    74 

Graduates  of  2  year  high  schools,    51 

Had  one  year  high  school  work,   1 

Had  one  or  two  years'  college  work,  3 

Came  from  grammar  or  ungraded  schools, 20 

The  constantly  increasing  proportion  of  high  school  graduates  is 
very  gratifying.  The  past  year,  from  the  standpoint  of  attendance, 
and  I  believe  from  every  other  standpoint,  has  been  the  most  suc- 
cessful year  in  the  school's  history. 

The  total  enrollment  of  students  in  the  normal  school  proper  dur- 
ing the  entire  year  was  1,245,  and  in  the  model  school  344. 

During  the  year,  a  small  farm  of  10  acres  with  substantial  build- 
ings upon  it,  on  the  edge  of  West  Chester  and  adjoining  our  other 
property,  came  into  the  market  and  was  bought  by  our  trustees. 
This  land  is  very  useful  to  our  department  of  agriculture  and  will 
pay  good  interest  on  its  cost  from  the  rentals  of  its  buildings,  which 
with  its  products  are  making  it  an  excellent  investment  from  the 
beginning.  We  now  have  almost  sixty  acres  of  land,  a  very  important 
safeguard  for  future  growth. 

The  trustees  during  the  year  have  also  put  in  a  complete  and 
ample  refrigerating  plant  of  the  latest  pattern.  This  is  very  import- 
ant and  satisfactory  to  the  Household  department.  A  number  of 
minor  and  useful  improvements  were  made  during  the  year  to  the 
school's  extensive  and  valuable  property  and  it  is  now  in  better  con- 
dition than  ever  before. 

(407) 
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Our  Summer  School  had  an  attendance  of  more  than  170  students 
being  somewhat  larger  than  last  year  or  than  ever  before.  It  is 
proving  to  be  surprisingly  useful  and  more  and  more  appreciated. 

Our  arrangement  with  neighboring  townships  to  use  their  public 
schools  for  observation  and  practice  on  the  part  of  the  seniors  was 
very  satisfactory  and  will  continue  during  the  coming  year.  We 
have  arranged  to  continue  this  with  six  rural  schools  convenient  of 
access  to  West  Chester,  and  have  a  similar  arrangement  with  several 
large  towns  which  are  convenient  by  trolley.  This  is  providing  in- 
creasing opportunity  for  our  large  senior  class  in  the  way  of  practice 
teaching,  and  is  appreciated  by  school  boards  and  principals  of 
schools  as  valuable  to  them.  We  now  give  to  all  the  members  of 
our  senior  class  who  have  not  had  experience  as  pupils  in  rural 
schools  an  opportunity  to  observe  or  assist  in  such  schools  so  as  to 
better  prepare  them  for  possible  service  there  after  graduation. 

For  the  past  two  years,  our  trustees  have  offered  as  prizes  to  the 
public  school  boy  in  each  county  in  our  normal  school  district  rais- 
ing the  best  acre  of  corn,  a  free  trip  to  Washington,  in  connection 
with  our  senior  class  excursion,  and  to  the  public  school  girl  in  each 
of  these  counties  who  has  done  the  best  cooking  or  canning,  the  same 
trip.  These  prizes  have  aroused  much  interest  in  the  different  coun- 
ties of  the  normal  school  district  and  are  rendering  a  valuable  service 
to  the  rural  life  of  these  counties. 

During  the  past  year  we  got  the  best  standard  books  on  school 
architecture  and  secured  plans  of  school  buildings  published  by  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Education,  and  by  all  of  the  states  in  the 
United  States  and  the  provinces  of  Canada  which  publish  such  plans, 
for  a  library  on  school  architecture.  This  library  has  been  put  at  the 
disposal  of  school  boards  in  all  the  counties  in  the  First  Normal 
School  Distrct,  and  we  believe  will  be  of  service  to  them  on  account 
of  its  convenience  of  access. 

We  are  anticipating  that  the  coming  year  will  be  like  its  predeces- 
sors, successful  and  prosperous. 


No.    6.  STATE    NORMAL    SCHOOLS.  409 


SECOND  DISTRICT,  MTLLERSVILLE. 


P.  M.  HARBOLD,  Principal. 


Enrollment  for  the  year  was  as  follows: 

Post  Graduates,    14 

Seniors,    128 

Juniors,    181 

Sophomores,    130 

Freshmen,   IIS 

Preparatory  Students 22 

Special   Students 8 

Model  School: 

High   School 62 

Grammar  School,    99 

Primary  School,    107 

Kindergarten 26 

294 

Summer  School,    176 

Grand  Total,    1,071 

This  is  an  appreciable  increase  over  last  year. 

The  regular  members  of  the  Class  of  1916  numbered  125,  an  in- 
crease of  25  over  the  Class  of  1915.  On  June  21st,  129  received  the 
diploma  of  the  four-year  course.  Four  graduates  of  the  three-year 
course,  having  completed  the  present  regular  course,  were  granted 
the  new  diploma.  In  addition  to  these,  four  received  the  diploma  for 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Pedagogy  and  one  for  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Pedagogy. 

The  average  age  of  the  members  of  the  Class  of  1916  is  20.81  years. 
The  average  age  of  the  Class  of  1915  was  20. 9G  years;  of  the  Class  of 
1914  it  was  20.3  years.    Of  the  Class  of  1916 

2  are  17  years  old  11   are  22  years  old 

3  are  IS  years  old  5  are  23  years  old 
22  are  19  years  old  3  are  24  years  old 
42  are  20  years  old  4  are  25  years  old 
29  are  21  years  old  4  are  20  years  old 

or  older. 
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Of  the  125  just  graduated: 

52  attended  high  school  four  years 

20  attended  high  school  three  years 

6  attended  high  school  two  years 

5  attended  high  school  one  year 

Other  attended  academies,  summer  schools,  local  normals,  or  hold 
professional  or  provisional  certificates. 

The  following  table  shows  the  length  of  attendance  at  Normal 
School: 

49  attended  2         years  5  attended  3|  years 

7  attended  2  1-6  years  12  attended  4    years 

8  attended  2^       years  2  attended  4£  years 

3  attended  2^       years  3  attended  4|  years 

4  attended  2|       years  3  attended  5    years 
18  attended  3         years  1  attended  5 J  years 

3  attended  3  1-6  years  1  attended  5^  years 

5  attended  3^       years  1  attended  6f  years 

As  a  class  the  attendance  in  a  high  school  and  the  normal  school 
amounts  to  approximately  six  years  of  study  beyond  the  elementary 
school. 

In  teaching  experience  other  than  forty  weeks  taught  in  the  model 
school,  the  class  ranks  well,  15  per  cent,  of  the  class  having  taught  at 
least  one  year  in  a  regular  school  before  graduation. 

12  have  taught  1  school  year 

1  has     taught  2  school  years 

2  have  taught  3  school  years 

1  has    taught  4  school  years 

2  have  taught  5  school  years 
1  has     taught  6  school  years 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  every  available  graduate  is  elected  to  a 
position.  Several  were  unwilling  to  accept  positions  at  forty  dollars 
for  seven  months.  No  one  refused  to  accept  a  position  simply  because 
it  was  a  rural  school ;  refusal  was  based  on  lack  of  proper  compensa- 
tion. 

This  shows  a  need  in  our  rural  schools  which  is  not  being  met  by 
the  Normals  Schools  of  the  State.  It  is  too  much  to  expect  a  young 
man  or  young  woman  of  real  ability  to  devote  enough  time  and 
study  to  teach  at  the  minimum  salary  for  the  minimum  term.  There 
ought  to  be  a  minimum  amount  of  preparation  for  such.  Against 
this,  it  will  be  admitted,  there  is  some  apparent  theoretical  argument. 
But  as  long  as  county  superintendents  are  obliged  to  issue  provisional 
certificates  to  such  as  have  had  little  or  no  training  beyond  the 
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elementary  school  course,  and  no  professional  training  whatever, 
and  professional  certificates  to  these  same  teachers  after  two  or  three 
years  of  indifferent  teaching,  so  long  there  is  a  need  for  an  attempt 
to  do  something  to  aid  the  superintendents  and  especially  the  com- 
munities which  must  employ  such  teachers.  The  fault  is  our  own  as 
Normal  Schools.  To  meet  this  need  the  Pennsylvania  State  Normals 
ought  to  offer  a  short  course  of  minimum  essentials  in  academic  work 
together  with  professional  training  which  should  be  recognized  as 
sufficient  to  warrant  the  issue  of  a  provisional  certificate  renewable 
for  two  years.  In  this  way  prospective  teachers  might  be  encouraged 
to  attend  Normal  Schools  before  attempting  to  teach,  and  they  can 
then  earn  their  way  to  the  regular  normal  school  diploma  if  the  short 
course  and  the  regular  course  properly  articulate. 

There  is  another  need  which  the  normal  schools  could  and  should 
fill.  At  present  nothing  other  than  a  certificate  of  successful  teaching 
is  required  for  the  normal  diploma  after  two  years  of  teaching. 
Should  not  applicants  for  the  diploma  be  expected  to  continue  their 
professional  study  for  at  least  two -years?  This  might  necessitate 
some  new  activity  along  the  line  of  extension  work  on  the  part  of 
normal  schools  which  would  certainly  be  an  admirable  means  of  serv- 
ing the  state  by  giving  her  children  better  prepared  teachers. 

The  Millersville  Normal  has  tried  to  give  the  class  of  1916  as  good 
a  point  of  view  of  rural  life  as  possible,  although  not  at  all  proud 
of  the  success.    This  is  what  was  tried. 

All  seniors  studied  Rural  Sociology  enough  to  cause  many  to  read 
into  special  lines  of  rural  work.  Under  the  direction  of  the  librarian 
a  group  of  girls  was  organized  into  a  class  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
the  preparation  to  conduct  "Eight  Week  Clubs."  The  course  in  Agri- 
culture requires  100  hours.  In  addition  to  class  and  laboratory  work, 
each  member  of  the  class  prepared  a  plot  in  the  school  gardens.  It 
was  an  interesting  sight  to  see  over  a  hundred  ladies  and  gentlemen 
digging,  hoeing,  planting,  and  later  watering  on  account  of  a  lack  of 
moisture  for  about  a  week.  The  plots  looked  very  attractive  about 
commencement  time.  It  was  unfortunate  that  school  closed  at  the 
time  when  work  in  the  garden  became  important.  And  yet  with  all 
the  attention  to  the  foregoing,  and  many  other  similar  efforts  to 
encourage  attention  to  rural  life,  the  great  majority  of  the  class  of 
1916  tended  toward  cities  and  boroughs  in  the  selection  of  places  for 
teaching  next  year.  It  ought  to  be  said,  however,  that  a  number  of 
the  most  enthusiastic  workers  in  rural  education  work  chose  to  go  to 
rural  communities  regardless  of  city  and  borough  attractions. 

During  the  year  1915-1916,  a  good  course  in  Home  Economics  was 
introduced.  This  course  includes  cooking  and  sewing.  Instead  of 
aiming  at  a  display  of  equipment  and  pieces  made,  the  teacher  in 
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charge  has  aimed  at  giving  a  course  which  has  plenty  of  application 
in  the  ordinary  home  and  the  school,  with  the  view  of  bettering  con- 
ditions in  both. 

The  fourth  annual  Summer  School  was  as  successful  as  other  terms. 
For  character  of  work  it  was  easily  the  most  successful.  The  mature 
young  people  with  years  of  teaching  experience  found  the  summer 
school  courses  helpful  and  attractive.  No  one  who  desires  credit 
toward  the  Regular  Normal  Course  is  allowed  to  carry  more  than 
three  hours  per  day.  The  average  number  carried  was  slightly  over 
two  courses. 

The  second  annual  Week  of  Methods  for  teacbers  of  Lancaster  and 
Lebanon  counties  was  very  successful.  The  instructors  were  as  fol- 
lows : 

Psychology,  P.  M.  Harbold,  Principal ;  Methods  in  Arithmetic,  Geo. 
W.  Hull,  Professor  of  Mathematics;  Rural  School  Problems,  Ira  R. 
Kraybill,  Superintendent  of  Model  School;  Methods  in  Geography, 
Miss  Carrie  E.  Myers,  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Model  School; 
Primary  Methods,  Miss  Lillian  Johnson,  Primary  Supervisor;  Pen- 
manship, Lester  R.  Uhrich,  Professor  of  Commercial  Branches. 

Believing  that  time  will  be  saved  by  conducting  our  classes  for 
hour  periods,  the  school  year  191G-1917  will  be  organized  on  that 
basis.  The  same  amount  of  schedule  time  will  be  spent  in  class  in 
each  subject  as  under  the  forty-five  minute  schedule.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  time  will  be  saved  by  not  being  compelled  to  move  the 
entire  school  so  frequently. 

This  report  would  be  wanting  in  its  most  important  value,  if  it  has 
any  value  at  all,  if  it  did  not  look  to  the  future  for  improvement  of 
conditions.  It  may  therefore  be  stated  again,  as  in  a  former  report, 
that  the  crying  need  of  our  normal  schools  is  more  money  from 
tuition  so  that  teacbers'  salaries  may  be  raised  in  proportion  to  the 
increased  cost  of  living  and  so  that  the  normal  schools  may  be  organ- 
ized into  classes  not  too  large.  The  average  enrollment  in  classes  in 
Millersville  for  the  past  ten  or  twelve  terms  was  from  twenty-two  to 
twenty-seven.  This  is  a  fair  average,  but  our  teachers  are  not  paid  as 
they  should  be. 

The  next  great  need  is  referred  to  above.  Rural  elementary  school 
teachers  ought  to  receive  better  pay.  A  propaganda  for  better  sal- 
aries for  rural  teachers  ought  to  be  entered  into  by  all  interested  in 
public  education.    This  is  the  crux  of  the  teacher-training  problem. 

On  Saturday,  September  26,  1916,  the  holders  of  Certificates  of 
Contribution  voted  to  sell  their  right  to  the  State.  Of  the  189  such 
certificates,  181  were  represented.  All  of  these  voted  for  the  transfer 
of  the  school. 
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THIRD  DISTRICT,  KUTZTOWN. 


A.   C.   ROTHEUMEL,   Principal. 


The  school  year  of  1915-16  opened  with  a  substantial  increase  in 
attendance.  The  senior  class  was  composed,  in  large  measure,  of 
good,  strong,  earnest  young  men  and  women. 

The  demand  for  teachers  far  exceeded  the  supply  and  practically 
all  of  our  seniors  had  desirable  positions  before  Commencement  Day. 

A  part  of  the  rural  school  problem  is  undoubtedly  the  teacher  pro- 
blem. It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  in  several  counties  of  our  state 
there  is,a  normal  graduate  in  practically  every  rural  school,  and  this 
teacher  in  nearly  every  instance  knows  rural  conditions  and  rural 
life,  and  sees  the  splendid  opportunities  for  leadership  which  the 
rural  communities  offer.  Young  people  from  rural  districts,  attend- 
ing normal  school,  and  living  for  a  number  of  years  in  its  stimulating 
atmosphere,  and  catching  the  inspiration  of  those  whose  one  domi- 
nating purpose  is  to  train,  to  guide,  to  inspire,  go  back  to  their  home 
community  and  become  vital  factors  in  its  educational,  moral,  reli- 
gious and  social  life. 

The  teacher  to  do  effective  work  in  the  rural  community  must  know 
its  needs  and  be  in  sympathetic  touch  with  its  life.  The  child  in  the 
rural  scliool  has  a  right  to  as  fine  teaching  as  the  child  in  the  city 
school;  for  this  reason  I  will  always  oppose  the  granting  of  two 
grades  of  normal  school  diplomas — one  representing  two  years'  less 
of  study  and  professional  training  than  the  other.  To  issue  the  in- 
ferior diploma,  and  send  the  holder  of  it  into  the  rural  school  would 
imply  that  rural  children  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  inadequately 
prepared  teachers,  and,  therefore,  inferior  teaching. 

For  twenty  years  the  school  has  endeavored  to  get  possession  of  all 
or  at  least  a  portion  of  a  property  known  as  the  Kutz  farm.  The 
approach  to  the  school  from  the  east  is  by  way  of  the  public  high- 
way past  the  Kutz  barn.  This  is  objectional  for  several  reasons. 
Moreover  because  of  the  interest  in  agriculture  and  emphasis  on  the 
importance  of  agriculture  in  our  economic  life,  and  the  necessity  of 
acquainting  the  student  teacher  with  the  fundamental  principles  of 
agriculture,  as  well  as  giving  him  an  introduction  to  the  practice  of 
the  art  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  put  forth  one  more  effort  to  pro- 
cure the  farm.  This  last  effort  was  crowned  with  success  and  the 
school  now  owns  the  farm  consisting  of  seventy-seven  (77)  acres  of 
very  productive  land. 
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For  several  years  a  great  deal  of  interest  has  been  manifested  in 
our  baccalaureate  exercises.  This  year  the  interest  was  intensified 
when  it  became  known  several  weeks  before  Commencement  that  Dr. 
Schaeffer  had  consented  to  preach  the  baccalaureate  sermon.  The 
large  audience  assembled  was  a  splendid  tribute  to  the  man  who 
spent  his  boyhood  in  this  community,  was  the  first  student  of  the 
school,  and  for  sixteen  years  its  efficient  principal. 

During  the  year  Mr.  J.  Daniel  Sharadin,  for  twenty-six  years  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  passed  to  the  beyond.  He  was  a 
man  of  many  sterling  qualitites,  sound  business  judgment  and  in- 
tegrity of  character.  During  all  the  years  of  his  connection  with  the 
normal  school,  he  manifested  a  vital  interest  in  its  welfare  and 
strove  to  promote  its  progress  and  to  increase  its  efficiency.  Mr. 
Sharadin  was  a  genial  spirit, — a  man  who  could  make  friends  and 
hold  them  and  as  a  citizen  rendered  much  valuable  service  without 
ostentation. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT,  STROUDSBURG. 


E.  L.   KEMP,  Principal. 


In  a  way  the  past  year  with  us  has  been  gratifying  and  encourag- 
ing. Our  attendance  was  very  much  larger  than  the  year  before  and 
the  spirit  in  the  school  was  excellent.  The  work  moved  along 
smoothly  and  a  surprisingly  large  number  of  our  students  specialized 
as  much  as  possible  by  taking  extra  work.  The  regular  increase  year 
by  year  is  to  us  abundant  evidence  that  by  another  year  we  shall  have 
fully  recovered  from  the  decline  in  patronage  due  to  the  last  change 
in  the  course  of  study. 

Our  experience  this  year  has  given  us  additional  practical  proof 
of  what  sound  educational  theory  itself  should  have  taught  us.  It 
was  altogether  wrong  to  transfer  zoology  from  the  second  year  to 
the  third  year,  and  civics  from  the  third  year  to  the  second  year. 
The  studies  are  out  of  their  proper  relationship,  and  the  already 
overloaded  third  year  has  become  still  more  burdensome  to  the 
students. 

The  business  of  the  school  has  again  very  forcibly  demonstrated  the 
entire  inadequacy  of  our  state  support.     No  matter  what  mistakes 
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have  been  made  in  the  financial  management  of  our  normal  schools, 
their  burdensome  debts  and  inadequate  equipment  are  mainly  due  to 
lack  of  financial  support.  In  order  to  be  financially  more  comfort- 
able we  increased  the  price  of  board  fifty  cents  a  week.  In  spite  of 
this  increase  and  the  large  attendance,  we  found  ourselves  little 
better  off  at  the  end  of  the  year  than  before.  Much  of  the  additional 
income  was  consumed  by  the  increased  cost  of  supplies. 

From  this  lack  of  means  there  are  certain  results  to  be  much  depre- 
cated and  they  are  growing  seriously  worse.  In  the  desperate  effort 
to  secure  a  sufficient  attendance  to  maintain  the  schools  a  number  of 
them  resort  to  brass  band  methods  of  canvassing,  and  I  regret  to 
say  they  violate  all  the  rules  governing  admission  to  the  schools 
and  every  principle  of  professional  honor  and  courtesy.  The  effect 
is  lamentable.  One  of  the  worst  features  of  this  business  is  that 
students  are  encouraged  to  drop  out  of  the  high  schools  and  enter 
classes  in  the  normal  schools  that  enable  them  to  graduate  from  the 
normal  schools  at  the  same  time  at  which  they  would  have  graduated 
from  their  high  schools.  The  large  majority  of  these  students  make 
very  unripe  graduates  and  discount  both  the  normal  schools  and  the 
high  schools.  This  has  a  natural  tendency  to  create  trouble  between 
the  high  schools  and  the  normal  schools.  I  have  personally  never 
favored  graduation  from  a  high  school  as  a  necessary  entrance  re- 
quirement, but  my  position  in  the  matter  has  always  been  due  to  my 
unwillingness  to  cut  out  of  our  normal  schools  the  young  people,  and 
their  number  is  large,  who  for  any  reason  are  deprived  of  the  privi- 
lege of  higb  school  graduation.  It  does  seem  that  it  should  be  pos- 
sible for  us  in  some  way  to  keep  students  who  have  high  school  privi- 
leges out  of  the  normal  schools  until  they  have  finished  their  high 
school  courses,  or  at  least  make  it  almost  absolutely  impossible  for 
them  to  leave  the  second  year  in  the  high  school  and  enter  the  third 
year  in  the  normal  school. 

We  ourselves  have  been  obliged  to  take  students  who  had  finished 
two  years  o?  high  school  work  into  our  third  year,  but  we  have  always 
stated  to  the  principal  of  the  schools  and  to  the  parents  of  the 
children  our  reasons  for  being  unwilling  to  do  so  and  in  every  case 
we  have  demanded  of  such  students  rigid  examinations  and  certified 
tutoring  during  the  summer.  We  have  found  it  difficult  even  to  do 
so  much  because  the  agents  of  some  of  the  normal  schools  have  made 
effort  to  win  such  pupils  away  from  us  by  offering  to  admit  them 
without  examinations  and  without  requiring  study  during  the 
summer  vacation.  It  is  to  be  hoped  sincerely  that  we  either  develop 
sufficiently  high  professional  ideals  and  honor  to  effect  an  improve- 
ment in  these  matters,  or  that  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
will  exercise  sufficient  authority  to  stop  all  infringements  of  the  rules. 

27 
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F I  FT II  I )  I STR I CT,  MA  N  SF I  ELD. 


WM.   R.   STRAUGHN,   Principal. 


The  past  year  has  been  a  favorable  one  at  Mansfield.  The  fall 
term  opened  with  the  largest  attendance  for  a  fall  term  that  the 
school  has  ever  experienced,  so  that  all  of  our  dormitory  space  was 
practically  in  use.  Fortunately  there  were  no  epidemics  of  any  kind 
during  the  school  year  and  the  health  of  the  school  remained  good. 

The  model  school,  which  was  occupied  two  years  ago,  is  now  filled 
with  the  students  from  the  town  and  from  the  adjoining  township. 
In  addition  we  have  a  Model  Rural  Training  School,  located  in  the 
mountains  four  miles  from  the  normal.  A  group  of  seniors  was  sent 
up  here  daily,  always  under  an  experienced  supervisor,  who  was  in 
regular  charge  of  the  school. 

The  graduating  class  numbered  about  150,  and  all  of  these  have 
been  successfully  placed  in  good  teaching  positions  for  the  coming 
year;  in  fact  there  have  been  demands  made  on  us  for  more  teachers. 

The  local  water  company  has  so  considerably  increased  its  rates 
to  the  normal  school  that  during  the  past  year  we  paid  nearly  $3,000 
for  water.  Our  case  has  been  before  the  Public  Service  Commission 
for  nearly  two  years,  and  we  have  not  yet  received  a  decision  in  the 
matter  but  we  are  hopeful  that  we  may  find  some  relief.  Feeling 
that  there  might  be  no  decided  reduction  in  the  scale  of  rates,  the 
trustees  decided  to  build  their  own  water  plant.  This  was  done, 
with  a  reservoir  located  on  the  top  of  a  hill  in  the  rear  of  the  normal 
school,  which  gives  a  strong  gravity  flow  to  all  parts  of  the  building. 
An  excellent  supply  of  water  was  obtained  by  drilling  through  nearly 
500  feet  of  solid  rock. 

A  new  cold  storage  plant  has  been  installed  and  will  be  in  full 
operation  by  the  opening  of  the  next  school  year. 

The  special  departments  maintained  by  the  school,  such  as  music 
supervisors'  course,  domestic  science,  kindergarten,  and  art  have 
justified  their  existence  by  the  number  of  students  who  were  taking 
these  courses  and  by  the  fact  that  the  graduates  have  for  the  most 
part  been  well  placed  in  teaching  positions. 
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SIXTH   DISTRICT,  BLOOMSBURG. 


D.   J.   WALLER,   JR.,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  report  of  the  State  Normal  School 
of  the  sixth  district  for  the  year  1915-1916.  The  statistical  report 
already  made  is  one  that  gives  pleasure  to  the  board  of  trustees.  In- 
asmuch as  the  school  is  now  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
will  be  operated  by  representatives  of  the  State  Board  of  Education, 
and  the  old  corporation  has  ceased  to  exist,  it  is  fitting  that  witness 
should  be  borne  to  the  harmony,  ability,  fidelity,  and  even  self-sacri- 
ficing spirit  that  characterized  the  board  during  the  thirty-nine  years 
since  the  writer  was  first  employed.  Those  familiar  with  the  history 
of  the  State  Normal  Schools  in  Pennsylvania  need  not  be  reminded 
that  they  all  have  seen  times  of  storm  and  stress.  Many  were  in 
imminent  danger  of  sheriff  sales,  some  more  than  once.  The  Blooms- 
burg  School  shared  in  these  experiences,  the  several  members  of  the 
board  having  paid  hundred  of  dollars  to  meet  exigencies.  Nor  was 
there  ever  a  disposition  to  reimburse  themselves  by  finding  places 
for  members  of  their  families.  At  all  times  faithful  to  the  trust  of 
the  stockholders  and  to  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  they  have 
fully  justified  the  assurance  given  to  the  writer  in  1877  by  Hon. 
William  Elwell,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

During  the  past  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  young  ladies  dormi- 
tories have  been  absolutely  filled  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  more 
rooms  than  ever  before  were  available.  The  health  of  the  students 
was  uniformly  good.  The  epidemic  of  measles  that  prevailed  through- 
out the  state  supplied  but  three  cases  for  the  attractive  and  com- 
fortable little  infirmary  mentioned  in  the  last  report,  though  there 
were  said  to  have  been  at  one  time  four  hundred  cases  in  the  town. 
The  infirmary  had  not  other  patients  during  the  year.  The  spirit  of 
the  students  has  been  a  guaranty  of  the  high  purpose  and  character 
they  will  take  into  the  schools  as  teachers.  The  school  will  be  under 
the  control  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  when  it  shall  open  in 
September. 


27—6—1916 
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SEVENTH  DISTRICT,  KH1PPENSJBURG. 


EZRA  LEHMAN,  Principal. 


It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  school  year  just  closed 
has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  in  our  history.  Our  enrollment 
in  the  regular  normal  department  was  550,  considerably  the  largest 
we  have  ever  had.  To  accommodate  this  increase  in  attendance  it 
was  necessary  to  provide  twenty  additional  rooms.  These  were 
nearly  all  occupied  during  the  year. 

Other  material  improvements  made  were  the  equipment  of  an  agri- 
cultural laboratory  in  the  basement  of  the  girls'  dormitory.  This 
laboratory  has  been  provided  with  the  necessary  apparatus  for  work 
in  Scientific  Agriculture.  During  the  summer  the  chapel  will  be  re- 
decorated and  equipped  with  electric  lights.  As  the  rooms  devoted 
to  domestic  science  were  found  to  be  too  small  we  are  arranging  to 
transfer  the  department  to  new  and  much  larger  rooms  where  ade- 
quate space  can  be  given  to  the  work  in  sewing,  cooking  and  home 
decoration. 

I  regret  to  record  the  resignation  of  Miss  Blanche  A.  Corwin, 
Teacher  of  Agriculture,  who  left  us  to  accept  a  position  as  super- 
visor of  field  work  among  women  in  the  south.  Miss  Corwin,  during 
her  stay  with  us,  aroused  much  interest  in  farm  and  country  life 
among  the  women  of  this  community.  Her  successor  is  Mr.  E.  F. 
Graham,  a  graduate  of  the  Agricultural  Department  of  Cornell  Uni- 
versity. 

During  the  year  we  lost  a  valued  trustee  in  the  death  of  Major 
M.  G.  Hale  of  Shippensburg.  Major  Hale  became  a  member  of  the 
board  in  1875  and  served  until  his  death.  Until  incapacitated  by 
age  from  active  service,  he  was  a  progressive  and  efficient  member  who 
gave  his  time  and  effort  freely  to  the  school. 

During  the  past  year  we  made  a  special  study  at  first  hand,  of  the 
ungraded  rural  schools  of  our  district  and  have  discussed  the  situa- 
tion at  county  and  district  institutes.  A  special  course  in  Rural 
Economics  has  been  offered  in  our  school  for  the  purpose  of  fitting 
our  students  for  work  in  the  country  districts.  Unfortunately  our 
strong  young  men  and  women  graduates  who  are  needed  in  the 
country  are  drawn  to  the  city  by  the  longer  term  and  higher  salaries. 
We  received  requests  from  county  superintendents  and  directors  for 
more  than  fifty  graduates  in  excess  of  our  ability  to  supply.  As  a 
result  these  positions  were  filled  for  most  part  by  inexperienced  boys 
and  girls,  lacking  not  only  professional,  but  proper  academic  train- 
ing. Our  directors  and  the  public  in  general  need  to  recognize  that 
few  efficient  teachers  can  be  secured  for  forty  or  even  fifty  dollars  a 
month. 


No.    6.  STATE    NORMAL    SCHOOLS.  419 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT,  LOCK  HAVEN. 


CHAS.   LOSE,  Principal. 


In  addition  to  the  professional  work  regularly  demanded  of  State 
Normal  School  students,  each  member  of  the  senior  class  of  the 
Central  State  Normal  School  did  the  following  extra  work  in  pre- 
paration for  teaching:  Took  a  course  in  Penmanship  and  Methods 
of  Teaching  Penmanship ;  discussed  in  conferences  with  the  principal 
a  good  daily  programme,  school  discipline,  standards  of  efficient  class 
instruction,  and  the  most  approved  methods  of  teaching  spelling; 
studied  in  class  for  several  months  methods  of  How  to  Teach  Reading, 
including  Phonics  and  Silent  Reading,  and  observed  a  number  of 
demonstrations  of  methods  of  teaching  reading  by  expert  teachers; 
received  special  instruction  in  the  teaching  of  primary  numbers  by 
superintendent  F.  W.  Robbins,  Williamsport,  Pa.;  learned  how  to 
teach  a  number  of  children's  games  and  to  supervise  children's  play ; 
and  were  instructed  individually  and  as  a  class  in  Methods  of  Public 
School  Music. 

In  order  that  the  members  of  this  class  might  also  learn  to  appre- 
ciate the  problems  of  the  rural  school,  the  class  separated  into  small 
groups  and  in  charge  of  critic  teachers  visited  the  rural  schools  in 
this  section.  After  these  visits  there  was  always  a  thorough  discus- 
sion of  the  organization,  administration,  teaching  and  discipline  of 
the  rural  school  as  well  as  the  problems  of  the  rural  community. 


NINTH  DISTRICT,  INDIANA. 


JAMES   E.    AMENT,    Principal. 


It  seems  a  monotonous  repetition,  yet  truth  demands  that  I  say 
that  June  28th,  1910,  closed  the  most  successful  year  in  the  history  of 
the  Indiana  Normal.  Our  school  graduated  from  the  regular  normal 
course,  at  that  time  246.  At  the  same  time  we  graduated  27  from 
the  commercial  course:  4  from  the  Conservatory  of  Music,  and  5  from 
tlie  special  art  course.  All  of  those  graduated  from  the  normal  course 
are  holding  positions  as  teaehers. 

The  State  Board  granting  the  authority  lor  graduating  the  normal 
seniors,  at  the  same  lime,  passed  200  juniors  for  our  next  senior  class, 
that  beins:  the  number  recommended  bv  our  faculty. 
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During  the  school  year  1915-16,  the  institution  had  enrolled  1,526 
different  students,  of  which  number  1318  were  of  normal  school  grade. 

Indiana,  at  the  present  time,  has  but  a  negligible  number  of  stu- 
dents in  its  senior  class  that  are  not  high  school  graduates,  and  I  am 
sure  that  the  number  of  high  school  graduates  in  its  future  senior 
classes  is  destined  to  go  on  increasing. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  we  lost  an  unusual  number  of  our  teachers 
by  resignation  they  being  offered  more  remunerative  positions  else- 
where. At  the  same  time  we  were  unusually  successful  in  making  the 
new  additions  to  the  faculty  and  it  is  the  feeling  of  all  concerned  that 
Indiana  at  this  time,  has  the  strongest  faculty  in  its  history. 

During  the  summer  many  needed  changes  and  improvements  were 
effected.  A  new  office  for  the  steward  was  made  in  the  south  annex, 
where  it  joins  on  to  the  refectory  building,  and  a  new  steward,  Mr. 
Ernest  B.  Race,  who  was  registrar  for  so  many  years  at  Indiana,  was 
installed,  it  being  the  feeling  of  the  authorities  that  a  more  stringent, 
business-like  administration  was  needed  in  this  department  than  the 
school  has  enjoyed  for  the  past  few  years.  We  all  feel  that  Mr.  Race 
will  be  extremely  capable  in  this  position,  and  bring  about  some  much 
needed  reforms. 

Some  six  years  ago  this  institution  installed  a  new  water  system, 
erecting  on  the  campus  a  20,000  gallon  water  tower.  The  growth  of 
the  school,  however,  has  been  so  rapid  and  great  that  we  have  had 
to  dispense  with  this  tower,  and  are  just  now  completing  a  new  one, 
at  a  cost  of  about  $6,000,  the  tank  to  hold  40,000  gallons  of  water. 

About  three  years  ago  we  opened  a  new  heat  and  light  plant  which 
we  thought  would  be  adequate  for  years  to  come.  We  were  mistaken, 
and  this  summer  we  have  had  to  install  a  new  dynamo  and  a  new 
boiler,  at  an  expense  of  some  $8,000. 

Another  change  at  Indiana,  on  the  physical  side  of  the  school,  was 
the  making,  out  of  the  old  library,  a  large  book  room  for  the  handling 
of  students'  supplies.  The  students  are  greatly  pleased  with  this 
new  book  room,  which  has  many  advantages. 

This  change  gave  us  an  opportunity  to  convert  the  old  book  room 
into  a  handsome  office  for  the  heads  of  faculty  committees.  The 
chairman  of  each  important  committee  now  has  a  desk  in  this  large, 
new  office,  making  it  easy  for  students  to  consult  the  different  com- 
mittees. The  change  has  also  enabled  us  to  institute  a  much  needed 
system  of  coaching  for  backward  students,  and  for  those  who, 
through  illness  or  other  causes,  find  themselves  behind  in  their  class 
work. 

The  new  school  year  has  opened  with  the  largest  enrollment  we 
have  ever  had,  and  everything  points  to  Indiana's  again  having  the 
most  successful  year  in  her  history. 
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TENTH  DISTRICT,  CALIFORNIA. 


WALTER  S.  HERTZOG,  Principal. 


The  forty-second  commencement  of  the  Southwestern  State  Normal 
School  closed  one  of  its  most  successful  years.  In  spite  of  the  in- 
creased cost  in  every  department  due  to  a  variety  of  causes  the  school 
was  able  to  close  up  the  year  with  a  small  balance  to  be  devoted  to 
general  improvements.  Total  enrollment  in  the  normal  department 
for  the  year  was  G36.  The  senior  class  for  next  year  promises  to  be 
the  largest  since  tbe  operation  of  the  new  Four-Year  Course  of  Study. 

The  most  historic  feature  of  the  commencement  exercises  was  con- 
cerned with  the  retirement  of  the  teacher  who  has  devoted  the 
greatest  number  of  years  to  the  work  of  teaching  in  the  normal 
faculty,  possibly  the  longest  in  the  history  of  the  state.  Professor 
G.  G.  Hertzog  who  for  many  years  was  secretary  of  the  board  of 
trustees  and  for  a  brief  time,  prior  to  the  principalship  of  Dr.  C.  L. 
Ehrenfeld,  was  acting  principal,  completed  his  fiftieth  consecutive 
year  as  a  teacher  in  the  school.  Prior  to  this  expereice  he  had  taught 
seven  years  in  the  public  schools  of  the  state.  In  honor  of  his  volun- 
tary retirement  the  faculty  tendered  him  an  informal  reception  in 
north  parlor  at  the  close  of  the  spring  term  and  presented  him  a 
library  table  as  a  token  of  their  esteem.  A  committee  of  the  Alumni 
Association  made  his  retirement  a  prominent  feature  of  their  bi- 
ennial banquet  and  presented  him  two  beautiful  chairs  and  a  purse 
of  $50  in  gold,  during  the  after  dinner  speeches.  Professor  Hertzog 
is  the  only  man  who  had  had  the  opportunity  to  be  acquainted  with 
every  member  of  the  Alumni  Association  from  tbe  very  beginning. 
The  board  of  trustees  have  elected  him  as  an  honorary  member  of 
the  faculty  in  order  to  continue  his  connection  with  the  school.  He 
l;as  undoubtedly  earned  the  honors  shown  him  and  deserves  the 
privilege  of  rest  during  his  remaining  years.  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Shaeffer 
was  present  at  the  Alumni  Banquet  and  delivered  an  address  in 
appreciation  of  such  long  service.  Commencement  exercises  generally 
were  of  a  very  high  order. 

No  report  of  Hie  year's  work  would  be  complete  without  reference 
to  the  athletic  field.  Under  amendment  to  the  School  Code  passed 
by  tbe  Legislature  of  1915,  the  board  of  trustees  took  by  condemna- 
tion proceedings  certain  parts  of  alleys  and  streets  which  were  in- 
cluded within  ibe  campus  and  tbe  athletic  field.  A  fine  eight  foot 
board  fence  has  been  erected  and  a  new  era  in  the  athletic  history  of 
the  school  has  been  ushered  in. 
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The  first  summer  school  in  more  than  30  years  has  been  organized 
under  the  auspices  of  the  normal  school.  Eight  or  ten  members  of 
the  regular  faculty  were  in  charge  of  the  instruction.  About  eighty- 
five  students  enrolled  for  this  first  experiment  in  this  direction. 
Our  experience  goes  to  show  that  this  should  be  made  a  permanent 
feature  and  the  belief  is  entertained  that  as  has  been  the  history 
elsewhere,  the  summer  school  will  grow  in  numbers  and  needs.  The 
authorities  of  the  school  are  very  much  interested  in  securing  from 
the  Legislature  sufficient  financial  aid  to  enable  students  to  take  this 
work  free  of  cost  so  far  as  tuition  is  concerned. 

Among  the  prominent  speakers  who  have  been  in  the  school  during 
the  year  are  such  honored  names  as  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr. 
Thomas  C.  Blaisdell,  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Noss,  Dr.  Louis  Rapeer,  Dr.  J.  L. 
McBrien  and  Dr.  Arthur  Bestor. 

A  noteworthy  development  in  the  literary  societies  should  be 
chronicled.  Two  junior  societies  were  organized  during  the  year. 
Students  in  the  first  and  second  years  and  those  under  the  third  year 
of  the  new  four-year  course  are  eligible  to  membership  in  these  junior 
societies.  These  meet  during  the  afternoon  so  as  to  enable  the  large 
number  of  traveling  students  to  participate  in  their  exercises. 

As  the  events  of  the  year  pass  in  review  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that 
the  spirit  of  co-operation  and  harmony  has  prevailed  and  that  the 
product  of  the  institution  has  received  most  hearty  welcome  into  the 
schools,  where  it  is  expected  with  confidence  they  will  make  good  as 
trained  teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  the  district. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT,  SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


ALBERT  E.  MA.LTBY,  Principal. 


The  Slippery  Rock  State  Normal  School  has  continued  to  prosper 
during  the  year  ending  June  28,  1016.  The  total  enrollment  of 
normal  school  students  was  six  hundred  and  four,  and  the  number 
in  our  model  school,  two  hundred  sixty-six;  making  a  grand  total 
of  eight  hundred  seventh'.  This  is  the  largest  enrollment  in  this 
school  since  the  adoption  of  the  four-year  course  by  the  State  Normal 
Schools  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  total  number  of  graduates  receiving  the  normal  certificates 
was  one  hundred  thirteen;  while  the  number  of  students  admitted 
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to  the  senior  class  was  one  hundred  forty-seven.  All  the  graduates 
attended  this  school  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  to  teach  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  State,  and  nearly  all  are  now  employed  as 
teachers. 

In  this  my  last  report,  closing  a  period  of  twenty-six  years  dur- 
ing which  I  have  filled  the  responsible  and  complex  position  of 
principal  of  this  State  normal  school,  I  desire  to  thank  my  fellow 
principals  in  other  State  normal  schools  for  their  unfailing  courtesy 
and  kindness  to  me;  and  also  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  State 
Superintendent  and  his  able  assistants  for  their  ever-ready  help  and 
kind  assistance  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  position.  To 
the  faculty  of  the  school  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  for  their  ef- 
forts in  assisting  me  to  carry  to  successful  issue  my  ideas  of  the 
purpose  and  province  of  a  State  normal  school.  In  many  respects 
there  has  been  at  least  partial  attainment  of  ideals, — as  in  the  rela- 
tion between  the  State  normal  school  and  the  borough  schools.  I 
can  only  regret  that  it  has  not  been  my  privilege  to  complete  this 
association  by  carrying  out  ray  plans  for  bringing  certain  rural 
schools  into  closer  relations  with  the  normal  school.  Certain  reduc- 
tions in  the  faculty  membership  during  the  past  year  have  also 
tended  to  the  loss  of  the  high  position  in  lines  of  library  work  which 
the  school  had  previously  held. 

In  general,  I  wish  to  express  to  the  men  who  have  been  members 
of  the  board  of  trustees  during  my  term  as  principal  of  this  insti- 
tution, my  appreciation  of  their  generous  support  of  the  efforts  of 
this  faculty  to  create  a  plant  worthy  of  the  cause  to  which  a  normal 
school  should  be  devoted.  There  has  been,  I  believe,  substantial 
increase  in  the  power  and  property  of  the  State  normal  school,  Slip- 
pery Rock,  Pa.  At  the  beginning  of  my  term  as  principal  in  1S90, 
the  total  inventory  of  the  normal  school  property  was  f  78,958.68.  In 
1916  the  value  of  the  plant  was  $403,886.07.  The  school  grounds  in 
1890  consisted  of  ten  acres,  with  a  forty-foot  right  of  way  as  a  front- 
age upon  Main  street.  Now,  with  open  frontage  on  Main  street  of 
about  eight  hundred  fifty  feet  and  over  sixty  acres  of  ground,  ample 
provision  has  been  made  for  the  athletic  grounds  and  building  needs 
of  a  great  State  institution. 

Without  special  reference  to  my  own  individual  case,  I  am  not 
at  all  sure  that  it  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the  normal  schools  that 
they  be  taken  under  complete  State  control.  Certainly  the  devotion 
of  a  quarter  century  of  honest,  upright,  careful  work  in  the  upbuild- 
ing and  strengthening  of  the  State  normal  schools  of  Pennsylvania 
in  general  ,and  the  planning,  engineering,  surveying  and  architec- 
tural supervision  of  Slippery  Rock  in  particular,  is  deserving  of 
something  better  than  the  assassin's  blow  when  the  State  takes  over 
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the  school.  But  after  all  is  said,  I  believe  that  Slippery  Rock  State 
Normal  School,  as  it  stands  here  this  morning  in  July,  1916,  is  monu- 
ment enough  for  any  man. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT,  EDINBORO. 


FRANK  E.   BAKER,    Principal. 


During  the  year  1915-16  our  main  effort  was  directed  toward  the 
improvement  of  the  scholastic  and  professional  standards  of  the 
school.  For  five  years  we  have  raised  our  scholarship  requirements! 
every  year,  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  just  past  we  felt  that 
the  school  had  reached  a  position  where  more  rapid  progress  could 
be  made. 

The  most  notable  improvement  from  the  professional  standpoint, 
was  the  establishment  of  a  rural  practice  school  and  the  rearrange- 
ment of  the  last  two  years  of  the  normal  course  for  graduates  of  first 
class  high  schools.  By  this  rearrangement  we  were  able  to  give  high 
school  graduates  who  entered  with  credit  in  four  years  of  foreign 
language,  physics,  and  history  of  English  and  American  literature, 
a  full  year's  work  in  principles  of  education,  school  hygiene,  and 
methods  in  reading,  and  a  course  in  English  of  college  grade.  The 
need  for  such  a  rearrangement  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  62. 8%  of 
the  members  of  our  junior  class  were  graduates  of  first  class  high 
schools. 

The  rural  practice  school  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Mabel  Enter- 
line  as  critic  teacher,  was  a  valuable  and  successful  feature  of  our 
work. 
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THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT,  CLARION. 


AMOS  P.   REESE,  Principal. 


On  June  2Sth,  191G,  the  twenty-ninth  annual  commencement  of 
the  Clarion  State  Normal  School  was  held  in  the  auditorium.  The 
graduating  class  numbered  56  and  two  young  women  received  certifi- 
cates from  the  music  department. 

'  February  9th  the  transfer  of  all  the  school  property  was  finally 
consummated  and  Clarion  normal  school  became  a  full  owned  State 
institution.  As  this  was  the  first  class  to  receive  diplomas  after  the 
school  had  been  purchased  by  the  State  it  seemed  most  fitting  that 
Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Har- 
risburg,  Pa.,  should  make  the  address;  this  he  most  kindly  consented 
to  do.  He  spent  two  days  of  commencement  week  at  Clarion  and  was 
the  guest  of  honor  at  the  alumni  banquet.  He  expressed  his  apprecia- 
tion of  the  condition  in  which  he  found  the  school,  the  splendid  atti- 
tude of  the  student  body,  and  the  loyalty  expressed  by  the  alumni. 

The  necessary  repairs  incident  to  the  wear  of  the  year  have  been 
made  and  two  or  three  new  tennis  courts  will  be  constructed  this 
summer.    Everything  is  in  splendid  shape  to  reopen  in  September. 

As  usual  the  library  has  received  special  attention.  The  senior 
class  of  1915  presented  to  the  school  a  gift  of  fifty  volumes.  The 
model  school  library  has  had  an  equal  number  added  to  its  shelves, 
while  the  general  reference  library  has  received  the  same  attention. 
The  manual  training  department  has  been  strengthened. 

All  departments  of  the  school  are  in  splendid  running  order,  meet- 
ing ,the  demand  of  the  student  body  in  a  most  satisfactory  way. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year  the  student  body  numbered  three 
hundred  eighty-six.  Next  year  approaches  with  bright  prospects  for 
a  large  increase  in  attendance. 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENT 


RELATING  TO  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  FOR  THE 
SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  3,  1916,  INCLUDING  PHILADELPHIA 


Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State, 2,582 

Number  of  school  houses,    15,375 

Number  of  schools,    40,655 

Number  of  first  grade  high  schools, 331 

Number  of  second  grade  high  schools, 275 

Number  of  third  grade  high  schools, 36S 

Number  of  county  superintendents, 66 

Number  of  assistant  county  superintendents,    ....  79 

Number  of  district  superintendents,   123 

Number  of  male  teachers,    9,163 

Number  of  female  teachers, 33,564 

Whole  number  of  teachers, 42,727 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $68  63 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,  ....  $50  55 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months,  ........  8.63 

Whole  number  of  pupils, 1,504,794 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance,  ....  1,212,157 

Cost  of  school  houses,  buildings,  renting,  etc., $12,867,491  99 

Teachers'  wages,   $27,290,569  59 

Cost  of  text  books, $1,240,508  19 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books,  includ- 
ing maps,  globes,  etc.,   $1,195,807  19 

Salaries  of  secretaries  of  school  boards, $259,913  96 

Fees  of  treasurers  of  school  boards, $275,853  92 

Total  cost  of  collection  of  taxes, $755,937  24 

Cost  of  enforcement  of  compulsory  attendance  law,  $207,929  97 

All  other  expenses, $17,576,908  28 

Total  expenditures,    $61,670,951  29 

Regular  appropriation  to  common  schools  for  the 

school  year  ending  July  3,  1916> $7,096,077  19 

Appropriation  for  free  tuition  of  students  in  State 
Normal   Schools  for  school   year  ending  July  3, 

1916,  $300,000  00 

Appropriation  to  Philadelphia  Normal  Schools,   .  .  $36,000  00 
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Appropriation  to  pay   tuition   of   non-resident   pu- 

Pils>    $50,000  00 

Appropriation  for    township     and     borough     high 

schools,    $225,000  00 

Appropriation  for  county  superintendents'  salaries,  $120,000  00 


Items  Compared  with  Those  of  the  Preceding  Year  Ending  July  5, 
1915,  Philadelphia  Included. 

Increase  in  number  of  schools,    1,349 

Increase  in  number  of  male  teachers,   216 

Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers, 1,198 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers,  per  month,.  .  .20 

Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers,  per  month,. .  .41 

Increase  in  length  of  school  term, .02 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils,   . .  .^ 44,857 

Increase  in  teachers'  wages,    $1,003,425  96 


Condition  of  System,  Not  Including  Philadelphia,  With  Comparisons. 

Number  of  districts,     2,581  Increase  6 

Number  of  schools,  35,674  Increase  1,160 

Number  of  pupils,    1,296,013  Increase  36,621 

Average  daily  attendance,  .  . .  1,028,682  Increase  38,131 

Per  cent,  of  attendance, .89  Same  as  last  year. 

Average  length  of  school  term 

in  months.  8 .  45  Increase  .  04 

Number  of  male  teachers,  . . .  8,428  Increase  162 
Number  of  female    teachers,.                  28,682  Increase                 1,020 
Whole  number  of  teachers, .. .                 37,110  Increase                 1,182 
Average  salary  of  male  teach- 
ers, per  month, $67  17  Increase  .23 

Average     salary     of     female 

teachers,  per  month,  $49  89  Increase  .42 

Teachers'  wages, $21,173,790  80  Increase  $1,101,853  35 

Cost  of  text  books, $1,081,365  32  Increase     $112,303  86 

Salaries  of  secretaries, $254,443  96  Increase         $9,736  42 

Cost  of  enforcement  of  com- 
pulsory attendance,    $155,570  93  Increase         $6,261  51 

Fees  of  treasurers, $270,315  23  Increase       $18,019  96 

All  other  expenses, $15,020,090  10  Increase  $1,122,940  50 

Total  expenditures,   $49,463,633  44  Increase  $2,619,184  50 

Average     number     of     mills 
levied,     9.60  Increase  .51 
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PHILADELPHIA. 

Number  of  schools, 4,981 

Number  of  male  teachers,   735 

Number  of  female  teachers,   4,882 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers,  per  mouth, $165  00 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers,  per  month,  ....  $94  30 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 208,781 

Average   attendance,    183,475 

Cost  of  school  houses,  purchasing,  renting,  etc.,  . . .  $3,116,032  23 

Teachers'  wages,   $6,116,778  79 

Cost  of  school  text  books, $159,142  87 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books,  ....  $170,571  64 

Salary  of  secretary,  $5,499  00 

Cost  of  enforcement  of  compulsory  attendance  law,  $52,359  04 

All  other  expenses,    $2,556,818  18 

Total  expenditures,    $12,207,317  85 


PITTSBUKGH. 

Number  of  schools,    2,468 

Number  of  male  teachers, 517 

Number  of  female  teachers,    2,386 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers,  per  month, $180  00 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers,  per  month,  ....  $90  00 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 96,265 

Average  attendance,  % 88,993 

Cost  of  school  houses,  purchasing,  renting,  etc.,  . .  $1,448,625  72 

Teachers'  wages,   $2,648,465  30 

Cost  of  school  text  books, $89,945  90 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books,  ....  $115,381  95 

Salary  of  secretary,   $5,000  00 

Fees  of  treasurer, $4,000  00 

All  other  expenses, $1,542,365  01 

Total  expenditures,    $5,898,500  08 
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THADDEUS  STEVENS  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL  LOCATED  AT 

LANCASTER,  PA. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MAY  31, 

1916. 


WALTER  A  MILLER,  Clerk  of  Board  of  Trustees. 

RECEIPTS. 
Received  from  the  State  on  account  of  maintenance, ....      f 27,735  39 
Received  from  the  sale  of  scrap  iron,  rags,  cement  bags, 

barrels,  beets  and  iron  turnings,   .  13  11 

Total  receipts, f 27,748  50 

EXPENDITURES. 

Barber,    $22  35 

Furniture     and     furnishings,     brooms     and 

brushes,  fixtures,  etc.,   86  43 

Conveyance,    32  39 

Clothing,  dry  goods,  etc., 2,196  62 

Provisions,  groceries,  fruit  and  vegetables,  .  .  4,747  74 

Fuel,  1,554  95 

Petty  cash  account  of  superintendent, 520  10 

Ice,   33  25 

Water  rent, 108  75 

Telephone  rent, 24  00 

Sundries,  61  68 

Interest,    69  88 

Lighting  and  power, 695  07 

Paint,  etc., 14  75 

Plumbing  supplies,  19  66 

Printing,  stationery  and  office  supplies,  ....  140  40 

Repairs,    251  54 

Educational   supplies,    1,843  35 

Farm  &  lawn  supplies, 314  82 

Medical  supplies,    34  13 

Salaries  and  wages,   14,976  64 

Total  expenditures,    f 27,748  50 
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Inventory  of  stored  goods  on  hand  May  31, 
1916,  |758  15 

Inventory  of  stored  goods  on  band  May  31, 
1915,  692  33 

Deduct  excess  of  May  31,  1916,  inventory, 65  82 

Net  cost  of  maintenance, $27,682  6S 


Number  of  scholars  enrolled: 

June  30,   1915,    74 

July  31,  1915,    64 

August  31,  1915,  64 

Sept.  30,  1915,  59 

Oct.  31,  1915,  62 

Nov.  30,  1915, 62 

Dec.  31,  1915,  62 

Jan.  31,  1916,    62 

Feb'y  29,  1916,    62 

March  31,  1916,  62 

April  30,  1916, 60 

May  31,  1916,  60 

Average  number  of  scholars  for  the  year,  63. 

Cost  of  maintaining  one  scbolar  one  week,  $8.44^. 

Cost  of  maintaining  one  scholar  one  year,  $439. 17|. 

Average  cost  per  week: 

1910-1911,    $10.22 

1911-1912,    9.15 

1912-1913,    .' 8.94 

1913-1914,    8.171 

1914-1915,    7.98^ 


1915-1916,    8.44 


Value  of  buildings,  $103,951 .45 

Value  of  grounds,  120,000.00 

Value  of  personal  property,  36,292.52 

Total,   $260,243.97 


Note.— The  amount  of  personal   property   iiK-linlcs  $138 . 72  for  Library. 
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Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Male  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  July  3,  1916. 


Delaware ,     $112  75 

Allegheny,      HI  27 

Elk,     93  83 

McKean ,     92  81 

Lackawanna ,     83  89 

Beaver,     82  58 

Luzerne,     79  96 

Westmoreland ,     79  55 

Washington ,    77  97 

Schuylkill 77  55 

Warren ,      77  51 

Cambria ,     77  29 

Chester ,      77  04 

Montgomery ,     75  93 

Fayette,    75  08 

Erie, 73  21 

Tioga,      72  58 

Susquehanna ,      72  42 

Blair 71  06 

Carbon 70  55 

Bucks ,     70  31 

Potter,      69  64 

Bradford ,     69  22 

Clinton ,     68  52 

Wayne,     68  36 

Cameron ,     67  91 

Wyoming,     67  83 

Northampton , 67  81 

Dauphin,    66  84 

Lancaster ,      66  84 

Lawrence,      65  26 

Lehigh ~ 65  02 

Northumberland ,     64  61 

Butler 63  29 

Jefferson 6.3  21 

Venango,     62  86 

Lebanon ,     62  78 

Columbia ,      62  38 

Union ,     62  28 

Mercer ,     ' 61  41 

Cumberland ,     6131 

Armstrong,    60  87 

Greene,     60  75 

Clearfield ,     60  64 

Forest 60  28 

Indiana 59  76 
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Berks,     59  51 

Pike,    59  51 

Somerset ,     59  22 

Sullivan 58  81 

Mifflin,     58  58 

Clarion,     58  39 

Crawford 58  15 

Montour ,     57  55 

Monroe,     57  31 

Centre ,    56  55 

Franklin ,      56  41 

Lycoming ,    55  89 

Bedford,     55  81 

York,     55  28 

Huntingdon 54  42 

Perry 54  03 

Juniata,    52  70 

Adams ,     52  65 

Snyder 50  70 

Fulton,      ." 46  15 


Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  July  3,   1916. 


Allegheny ,     $65  41 

Delaware 58  10 

Washington ,    57  12 

Westmoreland ,     56  39 

Fayette,    54  83 

Montgomery ,     54  78 

Schuylkill 54  68 

Beaver 54  51 

Northampton ,     53  75 

Elk 53  50 

McKean ,     53  23 

Luzerne,     53  03 

Greene ,     52  80 

Lackawanna ,     52  33 

Cambria 52  24 

Chester 5192 

Lehigh ,     51  81 

Lebanon ,      51  64 

Lancaster ,    51  63 

Blair,     51  42 

Berks,     51  36 

Bucks 51  30 
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Dauphin ,    

Venango ,     

Mifflin,     

Butler,    

Erie ,    

Union ,     

Northumberland ,      

Forest ,      

Carbon ,     

Columbia ,     

Indiana ,      

Cumberland ,    

Warren ,    

Cameron ,      

Montour ,     

Lawrence ,      

Tioga ,      

Armstrong,      

Franklin ,      

Bradford ,      ■ 

Clinton ,     

Jefferson ,     

York ,     

Potter ,     

Centre 

Juniata 

Lycoming ,    

Mercer ,     

Crawford ,     

Somerset ,     

Wayne,    

Clarion ,     

Bedford ,    

Monroe ,     

Wyoming ,     

Clearfield ,     

Susquehanna ,      

Adams ,     

Sullivan 

Perry ,    

Huntingdon ,     

Pike,      

Snyder ,     

Fulton ,    
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Average  Length  of  the  Annual  School  Term  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  July  3,  1916. 


Allegheny ,     9 .  51 

Lackawanna ,     9 .  49 

Delaware ,     9 .  46 

Luzerne 9 .  28 

Montgomery ,     9 .  27 

Northampton ,      9.06 

Erie ,      8.9 

Bucks 8 .  S3 

Schuylkill,     8.8 

Carbon ,     8.76 

Dauphin ,     8 .  74 

McKean 8 .  63 

Lehigh ,     8 .  58 

Northumberland ,     8 .  55 

Chester ,     8.5 

Elk , 8 .  45 

Beaver ,     8 .  44 

Lawrence,     8.38 

Westmoreland ,    8.34 

Blair,     8.34 

Warren 8.22 

Washington ,    8 .  21 

Lebanon ,     8 .  15 

Venango 8.13 

Berks ,    8.12 

Fayette,    8.11 

Mercer ,     8.09 

Lycoming ,    8.08 

Cambria .      .' 8.06 

Lancaster 8 .  02 

Cameron ,      7 .  96 

Forest ,    7.95 

Columbia ,     7.94 

Mifflin,     7.92 

Cumberland ,    7 .  87 

York 7.85 

Clinton ,     •    7 .  85 

Crawford ,     7.83 

Wyoming ,     7.8 

Bradford ,     7.8 

Montour ,      7 .  79 

Tioga ,      7.78 

Potter ,     7 .  76 

Monroe ,     7 .  76 

Butler ,     7 .  75 

Pike ,    7.7 

Clearfield ,     7 .  67 
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Jefferson ,      7 .  67 

Wayne,      7.58 

Franklin ,      7.58 

Susquehanna ,    7.54 

Armstrong 7.52 

Union,     7.46 

Centre 7.43 

Huntingdon ,    7 .  42 

Adams,    7.36 

Somerset ,     7.35 

Indiana 7.35 

Clarion 7.33 

Perry 7.3 

Greene,     7.3 

Juniata ,  - 7 .  24 

Bedford ,     7 .  15 

Sullivan,     7.13 

Snyder ,     7 .  09 

Pulton 7.04 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS 
RESPECTIVELY  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  3,  1916. 


County. 


Eight. 


Seven.       Total. 


Adams 

Allegheny,    

Armstrong,     

Beaver 

Bedford,     

Berks,     

Blair 

Bradford,    

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria,     

Cameron 

Carbon,     

Centre 

Chester,     

Clarion 

Clearfield,      

Clinton 

Columbia,     

Crawford,     

Cumberland,    

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Elk 

Erie,     

Payette,    

Forest 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene,     

Huntingdon 

Indiana,     

Jefferson 

Juniata,   

Lackawanna,    ... 

Lancaster,     

Lawrence 

Lebanon 

Lehigh,     

Luzerne,     

Lycoming 

McKean 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery,     ... 

Montour 

Northampton,     .. 
Northumberland, 

Perry,    

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder,     

Somerset,    

Sullivan,    

Susquehanna, 

Tioga 

Union,     

Venango 

Warren 

Washington, 

Wayne 

Westmoreland,    . 

Wyoming 

York 

Total 


2 

6 

26 

34 

87 

23 

4 

128 

6 

6 

32 

44 

21 

9 

25 

55 

5 

36 

41 

13 

14 

38 

66 

5 

6 

16 

27 

10 

11 

35 

56 

30 

10 

5 

52 

4 

13 

39 

56 

11 

17 

34 

62 

1 

3 

4 

8 

13 

4 

8 

26 

3 

5 

27 

35 

29 

40 

3 

73 

3 

8 

25 

36 

2 

10 

37 

49 

3 

7 

19 

29 

5 

& 

21 

32 

8 

12 

37 

67 

5 

9 

19 

33 

13 

8 

19 

40 

35 

1  .. 

44 

5 

6 

2 

13 

7 

21 

9 

39 

5 

27 

11 

43 

7 

2 

9 

3 

1 

16 

20 

1 

11 

12 

1 

2 

24 

27 

1 

5 

42 

48 

3 

3 

36 

42 

3 

7 

23 

33 

3 

14 

17 

21 

12 

7 

42 

6 

13 

41 

61 

4 

12 

11 

27 

8 

6 

10 

24 

9 

5 

10 

26 

36 

15 

14 

73 

4 

10 

38 

52 

10 

12  ■.. 

22 

9 

8 

31 

48 

2 

4 

8 

14 

5  .  .. 

14 

19 

29 

11 

9 

G3 

1  .. 

10 

11 

14 

11 

7 

41 

8 

6 

22 

37 

2 

4 

24 

30 

3 

3 

6 

12 

4 

8 

18 

30 

34 

8 

18 

68 

2 

16 

18 

2 

7 

38 

47 

1 

1 

U 

13 

4 

10 

28 

42 

6 

15 

19 

40 

13 

15 

5 

8 

18 

31 

4 

9 

IS 

31 

13 

37 

19 

69 

5 

6 

19 

30 

16 

28 

19 

63 

4 

8 

12 

24 

6 

26 

40 

72 

1,267 


2,581 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS 
RESPECTIVELY   FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  3,  1916. 


County. 


Eight. 


1.  Adams,     

2.  Allegheny 

3.  Armstrong,    

4.  Beaver 

5.  Bedford,     

6.  Berks,     

7.  Blair 

8.  Bradford 

9.  Bucks,     

10.  Butler 

11.  Cambria 

12.  Cameron,     

13.  Carbon,     

14.  Centre 

15.  Chester,     

16.  Clarion,    

17.  ClearBeld 

is.  Clinton 

19.  Columbia 

20.  Crawford 

21.  Cumberland 

22.  Dauphin,      

23.  Delaware 

24.  Elk 

25.  Erie 

26.  Payette 

27.  Forest 

28.  Franklin , 

29.  Fulton 

30.  Greene 

31.  Huntingdon, 

32.  Indiana 

33.  Jefferson 

34.  Juniata,     

35.  Lackawanna, 

36.  Lancaster,    

37.  Lawrence 

38.  Lebanon,     

39.  Lehigh 

40.  Luzerne,    

41.  Lycoming 

42.  McKean 

43.  Mercer 

44.  Mifflin 

45.  Monroe 

46.  Montgomery,     ... 

47.  Montour 

48.  Northampton. 

49.  Northumberland, 

50.  Perry 

51.  Pike 

52.  Potter 

53.  Schuylkill 

54.  Snyder 

55.  Somerset 

56.  Sullivan 

57.  Susquehanna, 

58.  Tioga 

59.  Union 

60.  Venango 

61.  Warren,     

62.  Washington,     . ., 

63.  Wayne,    

64.  Westmoreland. 

65.  Wyoming 

66.  York 

Total 


26 

27 

2.667 

1,805 

339 

127 

15 

370 

24 

43 

380 

127 

SI 

404 

96 

144 

80 

101 

193 

103 

127 

65 

442 

112 

17 

23 

22 

194 

19 

62 

16 

55 

313 

220 

27 

41 

122 

160 

24 

53 

117 

47 

162 

59 

100 

62 

480 

96 

128 

526 

1 

107 

87 

2s  1 

110 

200 

208 

645 

7^ 

118 

11 

26 

7 

36 

34 

53 

39, 

89 

89 

20 

649 

507 

i ! 

173 

92 

108 

214 

90 

173 

75 

33 

359 

59 

720 

885 

115 

217 

104 

220 

128 

242 

57 

59 

40 

69 

247 

539 
32 

73 

343 

123 

127 

37 

394 

32 

16 

22 

IS 

15 

54 

58 

142 

699 

61 

12 

56 

6S 

5 

3 

56 

43 

76 

96 

23 

173 

83 

157 

116 

375 

403 

42 

53 

570 

642 

25 

..1 

270 

128 

169 

222 

25 

4,836 

314 

456 

145 

539 

297 

340 

369 

957 

114 

614 

248 

472 

49 

446 

249 

441 

352 

936 

19 

59 

54 

289 

243 

321 

20 

608 

215 

283 

341 

623 

126 

- 

167 

331 

287 

508 

169 

331 

12S 

701 

655 

26 

220 

91 

682 

128 

9S1 

17 

95 

291 

420 

79 

83 

239 

272 

210 

280 

346 

438 

219 

397 

97 

117 

36 

1,240 

483 

858 

100 

434 

120 

368 

118 

569 

82 

1,802 

1S5 

50G 

::4s 

210 

509 

81 

lsO 

116 

185 

65 

921 

49 

81 

83 

676 

143 

606 

143 

1S1 

40 

73 

103 

215 

173 

1,075 

115 

127 

371 

495 

96 

104 

192 

291 

148 

320 

81 

104 

133 

389 

72 

345 

195 

973 

151 

246 

147 

1,359 

51 

133 

403 

801 

5,956        10,334        35,674 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF   STATE  AID  TO  NORMAL  SCHOOL  STUDENTS   FOR 
SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY,   1916. 

DISTRICT.  LOCATION.  AMOUNT. 

First West    Chester $50,39100 

Second Millersville 25.61S  50 

Third Kutztown 23, 746  50 

Fourth East   Stroudsburg 18.022  50 

Fifth Mansfield 24.3S4  00 

Sixth Bloomsburg 27, 232  00 

Seventh Shippensburg 19,537  50 

Eighth r.ock    Haven 14.883  00 

Ninth Indiana 53,155  50 

Tenth California 23,346  00 

Eleventh Slippery    Rock 26.36S  50 

Twelfth Edinboro 20. 65 S  00 

Thirteenth Clarion 15,610  50 


Total $342,973  50 

NOTE— The  amounts  given  paid  Uie  tuition  of  the  students  in  full,  the  State  thus  furnish- 
ing free  tuition  to  all  persons  desiring  to  prepare  themselves  for  teaching  in  the  public 
schools. 


COBNPLANTEE  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 


Receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  school  year  ending  July,  1916, 
for  the  Oornplanter  Indian  School,  situated  on  the  Allegheny  river 

in  Warren  County,  as  per  Act  of  Assembly  approved  April  10,  1905, 
and  amended  June  13,  1911. 

Receipts. 

Balance  from  last  year, $39  00 

State  appropriation,    600  00 

Total,     $639  00 

Expenditures. 

Teacher's  salary  and  institute  fee,  $155  00 

Fuel  (coal,  wood,  oil),  delivered, 110  39 

Insurance,     15  60 

Cleaning  house,  repairing,  etc., 7  50 

Books  and  supplies,   37  10 

Other  expenses,  8  95 

Total,     $634  54 

Balance  on  hand,   4  46 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled, 17 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  term,  91 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  last  month,   ..  S9.5 

Cost  per  pupil  per  month,  4  96 
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OFFICIAL  DOCUMENT.  No.  6. 


Report  on  Higher  Education 


To  the  Senate  arid  House  of  representatives: 

Gentlemen :  In  accordance  with  law,  the  College  and  University 
Council  begs  leave  to  oiler  the  following  report  on  Higher  Educa- 
tion in  Pennsylvania. 

The  attendance  at  our  colleges  is  increasing  rapidly  from  year 
to  year.  Most  of  the  students  now  come  from  the  high  schools 
with  four  year  courses.  Many  of  the  colleges  have  closed  their 
preparatory  departments.  The  attendance  at  private  schools  which 
tit  for  college  is  decreasing,  in  spite  of  the  excellent  quality  of  their 
woik.  The  public  high  schools  are  securing  the  patronage.  This 
problem  is  not  peculiar  to  Pennsylvania.  It  is  universal  through- 
out the  nation.  In  11)08  the  entire  number  of  students  in  the  pre- 
paratory departments  of  the  colleges  and  universities  of  the  United 
States  was  03,020;  in  11)14  it  was  51,854.  These  figures  show  that 
the  need  for  special  preparatory  schools  still  exists.  In  many  rural 
sections  there  are  no  high  schools  which  fit  for  college.  Where  the 
boy  and  the  girl  must  go  away  from  home  to  fit  for  college,  the 
private  preparatory  school  is  generally  selected  by  parents  who  can 
bear  the  expense.  Nevertheless,  the  private  academies  now  look  for- 
ward to  years  of  increasing  struggle.  Some  have  decided  to  close 
before  the  attendance  sinks  to  a  point  where  the  school  can  no 
longer  be  kept  running  without  financial  loss.  Others  linger  on 
until  the  attendance  is  too  small  for  efficient  work.  A  few,  by  rea- 
son of  financial  backing  or  vigorous  canvassing,  maintain  themselves 
in  competition  with  the  public  schools  of  secondary  grade.  Where 
the  academy  is  a  college  preparatory  school,  its  buildings  and  dor- 
mitories can  be  used  for  college  purposes. 

By  legislative  enactment,  it  has  been  made  possible  for  the  pub- 
lic school  authorities  to  acquire  the  buildings  formerly  used  by  de- 
funct academies.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  transition  will  not 
be  too  long  delayed,  nor  made  too  rapidly. 

All  schools  exist  for  service.  One  of  the  chief  functions  of  the 
school  is  to  discover  talent  and  to  give  it  an  opportunity  to  develop. 
Pennsylvania  still  has  many  communities  in  which  the  youth  can 
find  no  high  school  to  fit  him  for  college.  From  such  communities 
the  ambitious  boy  is  apt  to  go  to  a  private  school  of  secondary 
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grade.  So  long  as  this  condition  exists,  we  need  the  private  school 
to  supplement  the  work  of  the  public  schools.  And  when  a  college, 
for  the  sake  of  getting  students,  admits  applicants  with  inferior 
and  inadequate  preparation  as  special  students,  it  discounts  itself 
in  the  eyes  of  the  public  and  has  a  hard  task  in  securing  money  and 
keeping  up  the  attendance.  The  well  prepared  student  is  always 
inclined  to  seek  the  institution  with  high  standards  of  admission 
and  graduation. 


The  Industrial  Situation. 

The  industrial  situation  has  a  bearing  upon  the  question.  At  the 
close  of  the  Civil  War  many  youths  who  had  laid  up  money  from 
the  bounty  offered  for  enlistments  woke  up  to  the  fact  that  they 
needed  additional  schooling.  They  found  provision  made  for  them 
in  the  normal  schools.  At  the  close  of  the  present  war  the  youths 
who  are  now  earning  big  money  in  the  powder  and  munition  fac- 
tories will  be  out  of  employment  and  will  then  wish  to  go  to  school. 
The  high  schools  will  not  be  open  to  them  and  they  will,  in  most 
cases,  seek  private  schools  of  secondary  grade.  The  Carnegie  and 
the  Drexel  Institutes  were  established  to  teach  the  arts  and  handi- 
crafts to  any  who  might  apply.  The  former  is  moving  towards 
special  four  year  courses  based  upon  four  year  preparatory  courses. 
The  latter  has  made  this  a  requirement  and  now  devotes  its  ac- 
tivities to  engineering,  domestic  science  and  secretarial  preparation, 
giving  junior  and  senior  courses  of  two  and  four  years  respectively. 

At  no  distant  day  our  Pennsylvania  Normal  Schools  will  demand 
high  school  preparation  as  a  condition  of  admission  to  the  classes 
organized  for  the  professional  preparation  of  teachers,  and  then 
the  private  school  will  be  the  only  school  open  to  the  young  man 
whose  education  has  been  belated.  It  is  an  educational  calamity 
when  such  a  young  man -finds  the  schools  closed  against  him  and 
can  discover  no  avenue  open  for  the  realization  of  his  desire  for 
an  education. 


Entrance  Kequirements. 

In  1911  the  Association  of  College  Presidents  of  Pennsylvania 
began  a  study  of  admission  requirements,  which  extended  over  a 
number  of  years.  From  this  study  followed  a  number  of  very  de- 
sirable results. 

In  the  first  place,  the  unit,  as  applied  to  preparatory  studies  and 
as  defined  by  the  National  Conference  Committee  on  standards  of 
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colleges  and  secondary  schools,  the  College  Entrance  Examination 
Board  and  the  Carnegie  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Teach- 
ing was  approved  and  eventually  adopted  by  practically  all  of  the 
higher  institutions  of  the  {State.  As  thus  used,  a  unit  represents  a 
year's  study  in  any  subject  in  a  secondary  school,  constituting  ap- 
proximately a  quarter  of  a  full  year's  work. 

The  next  step  was  the  establishment  of  approximate  uniformity 
among  the  colleges  of  the  State,  as  to  the  number  of  units  that  should 
be  required  for  admission  to  college.  The  requirement  in  practically 
all  of  the  institutions  now  consists  of  14^  or  15  units  and  this  re- 
quirement is  administered  with  much  more  strictness  than  hereto- 
fore. 

Another  feature  of  this  development  was  the  adoption  generally 
throughout  the  State  of  approximately  the  same  absolute  require- 
ments for  applicants  admitted  as  candidates  for  the  A.  B.  and  B.  S. 
degrees  respectively.  Many  minor  requirements  that  had  been 
insisted  upon  somewhat  arbitrarily  by  individual  colleges  were 
dropped  in  the  interest  of  a  more  satisfactory  correlation  with  the 
courses  of  study  in  the  high  schools. 

A  still  further  development  that  has  been  much  appreciated  in 
schools,  where  many  certificates  of  college  entrance  must  be  pre- 
pared, was  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  blank  for  submitting  school 
records.  The  same  form  with  minor  variations  adapting  it  to  local 
use  is  now  employed  by  a  considerable  number  of  the  higher  in- 
stitutions of  the  SSate  and  is  being  adopted  by  others  from  time  to 
time,  as  they  require  a  new  stock  of  blanks. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  at  no  distant  day  there  may  be  worked  out 
more  uniformity  between  the  credentials  of  preliminary  education 
for  professional  study  and  the  requirements  of  admission  to  the 
literary  and  technical  schools  of  the  State.  A  committee  is  at  work 
upon  a  plan  for  the  acceptance  of  the  work  in  the  normal  schools 
for  advanced  credit  in  the  colleges. 

At  present  a  student  may  go  from  an  ungraded  school,  or  a  gram- 
mar school,  to  a  normal  school,  and,  if  he  is  seventeen  years  of  age, 
he  is  almost  sure  to  take  up  pedagogic  studies  for  the  sake  of  draw- 
ing the  aid  toward  payment  of  tuition  which  the  State  pays  to 
those  who  are  preparing  to  teach.  Such  work  is,  of  course,  not  of 
college  grade.  Even  the  psychology  which  is  studied  in  the  normal 
school  classes  can  not  be  regarded  as  equal,  in  quality  and  grade, 
to  the  psychology  in  the  college  where  this  subject  is  usually  assigned 
to  the  junior  year.  If  the  grade  of  the  pedagogic  work  in  the  col- 
leges were  not  of  superior  quality,  there  would  be  no  sense  in  the 
appropriation  by  the  State  of  large  sums  of  money  to  keep  up  the 
schools  of  education  in  our  universities.  The  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  has  insisted  that  students  who  wish  advanced  college 
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credit  in  pedagogical  subjects  take  the  same  examinations  as  the 
other  college  students,  if  they  wish  such  credits  to  be  accepted  in 
the  issue  of  college  provisional  and  permanent  certificates. 

A  distinction  should  be  made  between  academic  and  pedagogic 
studies.  Some  subjects  can  be  as  well  taught  at  a  normal  school 
as  at  college;  and,  when  no  pecuniary  temptation  exists,  such  studies 
are  not  taken  up  until  the  student  has  a  preparation  equal  to  the 
completion  of  a  high  school  course  of  four  years.  But  the  equip- 
ment for  the  teaching  of  science  is  in  some  of  the  normal  schools 
hardly  equal  to  that  of  a  good  high  school.  In  such  instances  the 
work  of  the  normal  school  should  not  receive  advanced  credit  in 
the  college.  This  defect  will,  without  doubt,  be  remedied  after  the 
State  secures  complete  possession  of  the  normal  schools. 

To  persons  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  rural  school  problem, 
a  solution  seems  easy  enough.  But  when  one  takes  into  considera- 
tion that  many  thousands  of  pupils  in  rural  schools  have  no  access 
to  high  schools  and  that  the  teachers  for  these  rural  schools  must 
be  trained  at  our  State  Normal  Schools,  it  is  easy  to  see  abundant 
reason  for  the  arrangement  under  which  the  pupil  from  the  country 
school  is  admitted  to  the  normal  school  with  little  or  no  high  school 
preparation.  The  schools  exist  primarily  to  serve  the  people  and 
not  to  subserve  any  arbitrary  standards  which  seem  helpful  in 
promoting  higher  education.  Our  colleges  and  universities  have 
manifested  a  most  gratifying  willingness  to  help  the  teachers  and 
the  children  to  the  best  there  is  in  higher  education. 


Summer  Schools  and  Departments  of  Education. 
"Thirty  years  ago,"  says  one  of  the  college  catalogues,  "there 
were  no  departments  of  education  in  American  institutions  of  learn- 
ing. Now  all  first  class  colleges  and  universities  have  special  courses 
for  teachers  and  educators.  Recent  statistics  show  that  all  uni- 
versities, all  standard  colleges  and  about  one-half  of  those  institu- 
tions designated  as  colleges,  or  two  hundred  forty  out  of  five  hun- 
dred seventy-five  institutions,  support  a  department  of  education. 
In  most  cases,  where  this  department  exists,  a  majority  of  students 
are  found  enrolled  in  some  of  its  courses.  Such  students  find  the 
work  virtually  cultural.  Indeed  about  half  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment pertains  equally  to  all  students.  Here  one  may  learn  how 
individuals  have  come  to  be  what  they  are — what  they  are  by  in- 
heritance and  by  the  interaction  of  mind  upon  mind.  The  other 
part  of  the  course,  not  less  cultural  but  more  technically  pedagogi- 
cal, the  modern  teacher  finds  essential  to  success.  Superintendents 
not  only  demand  that  high  school  teachers  be  college  graduates,  but 
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that  they  have  professional  training  to  the  extent  of  one-third  to 
one-half  of  the  A.  B.  course." 

This  statement  shows  the  tendency  toward  professional  training 
on  the  part  of  those  who  are  preparing  to  teach,  as  well  as  of  those 
who  must  select  teachers.  There  is  difficulty  in  training  any  student 
or  undergraduate  for  all  types  of  high  school  work.  The  candidate 
who  specializes  in  a  particular  science  as  his  major  subject  hardly 
gets  enough  training  in  the  other  sciences  to  be  the  sole  science 
teacher  in  a  high  school.  And  if  he  devotes  most  of  his  time  to 
pedagogical  studies  in  a  school  of  education,  he  is  hardly  fitted  to 
be  anything  except  a  teacher  of  pedagogy,  or  a  supervisor  of  other 
teachers.  He  does  not  have  the  all-round  training  needed  to  be  a 
successful  superintendent. 

In  the  days  not  far  distant,  the  expensive  plants  in  which  the 
college  instruction  was  carried  forward,  remained  idle  during  the 
long  summer  vacation.  The  establishment  of  summer  schools  for 
teachers  and  others  has  made  much  of  this  invested  -capital  product- 
ive. The  attendance  shows  the  favor  with  which  this  movement  has 
met. 

The  Pennsylvania  State  College. 

At  The  Pennsylvania  State  College  the  registration  reached  1,104, 
as  against  1,024  for  the  preceding  year.  Of  the  total  number,  201 
were  men  and  903  women;  1,068  were  from  Pennsylvania.  The 
faculty  consisted  of  seventy-four  members,  fifty-two  men  and  twenty- 
two  women.  The  following  classification  of  students  is  interesting 
and  significant: 


CLASSIFICATION     ACCORDING     TO    TEACHING  POSITION. 

College  and  Normal  Schools,  10 

Superintendents  and  Principals,    103 

High   Schools,    107 

Elementary,    617 

Rural,    142 

Private,    3 

Special    Subjects,    74 

Librarians,    19 

Unclassified,  8 

Not  Teacher  or  Librarian,   21 

Total,   1,104 
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Credentials  for  Entrance. 

Normal  Diplomas,    342 

College   Diplomas,    59 

Permanent   Certificates,    175 

Professional  Certificates,    232 

Provisional  Certificates,    197 

Special  Certificates,  30 

No  Certificates,  51 

Librarians,    18 

Total,   1,104 

Students  Who  Had  Attended  Other  Schools. 

College,    192 

Normal  School, 471 

High  School,    577 

Preparatory  School,  21 

Special  School,    8 

College  Graduates,   79 

Previous  Summer  Session  of  the  College, 257 


1,605 


EDUCATIONAL   CONFERENCES   AT    THE    STATE    COLLEGE. 


Worthy  of  mention  as  a  means  of  bringing  the  schools  and  the 
college  into  closer  and  more  helpful  relationship  are  four  confer- 
ences held  at  The  Pennsylvania  State  College  during  the  year.  In 
May  53  principals  of  high  schools  upon  invitation  of  the  college 
spent  several  days  with  the  teachers  of  Freshmen  in  discussing  prob- 
lems common  to  both.  This  was  the  sixth  annual  conference  of 
this  nature,  intended  to  bridge  over  the  gap  between  fitting  school 
and  college. 

In  the  same  month  125  high  school  teachers  of  Central  Pennsyl- 
vania met  for  a  discussion  of  problems  bearing  upon  both  school 
and  college.  The  principal  address  was  made  by  Hon.  P.  P.  Clax- 
ton,  United  States  Commissioner  of  Education.  In  order  to  bring 
the  new  assistant  county  superintendents  into  closer  touch  with  the 
educational  work  of  the  college,  a  conference  of  superintendents  was 
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held  at  the  college  July  13-15,  which  was  attended  by  33  assistant 
county  superintendents  from  22  counties  of  the  State.  The  co-opera- 
tion of  the  United  States  Department  of  Education  in  this  conference 
was  most  valuable.  During  the  same  month,  the  annual  conference  of 
State*  Vocational  Supervisors  of  Education  under  the  leadership  of 
Professor  L.  H.  Dennis,  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
brought  41  of  these  men  together.  With  them  came  the  State  Board 
of  Education  and  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruciton. 
Improvement  and  enlargement  of  these  schools  in  content  and  num- 
ber formed  the  chief  topic  of  discussion. 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  PITTSBURGH. 


At  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  the  summer  school  registration 
was  560.  Students  are  encouraged  to  take  regular  work  toward  the 
securing  of  university  credit  by  completing  courses  and  taking  ex- 
aminations. By  spending  all  the  time  upon  a  specific  science  stu- 
dents may  supplement  their  previous  knowledge  of  that  science  so 
as  to  obtain  a  year  of  college  credit  in  the  same.  Men  of  national 
repute  give  lectures  and  hold  conferences  almost  daily,  thus  adding 
to  the  value  of  the  summer  work. 

One  of  the  conspicuous  developments  in  the  University  of  Pitts- 
burgh has  been  upon  the  growth  of  the  University  Extension  De- 
partment. During  the  past  year  more  than  one  thousand  lectures 
have  been  given  by  members  of  its  faculties  before  organizations — 
social,  civic,  political,  religious,  etc. 

A  visual  division  is  maintained  which  furnishes  lantern  slides 
and  motion  pictures  free  of  charge  to  all  organizations  wishing  to  use 
them  for  education  services.  Nearly  six  hundred  thousand  were 
served  in  this  way  last  year. 

A  specialist  in  community  development  has  been  placed  in  the 
field  to  make  the  connections  between  the  University  and  the  people 
of  the  district  more  intimate  and  effective. 

For  the  past  seven  years  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  has  been 
devoting  the  Friday  and  Saturday  of  Thanksgiving  week  to  a  con- 
ference of  school  men  and  women,  brought  together  as  guests  of 
the  University  for  the  discussion  of  current  educational  topics. 
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The  conferences  have  taken  the  form  of  several  general  sessions 
and  at  least  two  one-half  day  periods  devoted  to  round  table  and 
section  meetings. 

The  meetings  have  been  participated  in  by  the  Colleges  and  Nor- 
mal Schools  of  Western  Pennsylvania ;  by  the  association  of  Second- 
ary Schools  of  the  Upper  Ohio  Valley;  by  the  Classical  Association 
of  Pittsburgh  and  vicinity;  by  the  Pennsylvania  School  Men's  Asso- 
ciation; by  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Round  Table,  and  a  number 
of  minor  educational  associations.  Specialists  of  national  reputa- 
tion have  been  present  at  each  annual  session  to  lead  in  the  discus- 
sion of  the  important  problems  of  their  respective  fields. 

The  meetings  have  been  attended  not  only  by  teachers  and  school 
officials  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  but  also  by  an  increasing  num- 
ber from  Ohio  and  West  Virginia,  and  in  some  instances  from  more 
remote  regions.  This  Thanksgiving  conference  has  come  to  be  re- 
garded by  many  school  men  as  one  of  the  most  important  conferences 
which  they  are  privileged  to  attend  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Another  evidence  of  the  participation  of  the  University  in  the 
educational  affairs  of  the  state  and  nation  is  the  increasing  num- 
ber of  its  professors  who  are  being  called  to  official  positions  in 
the  several  national  organizations  and  to  make  contributions  to 
their  programs. 

Important  contributions  to  the  literature  of  the  profession  during 
the  past  year  include: 

1.     "Co-operation  of  Schools  and  Departments  of  Education  with 
other  Departments  of  the  University  for  purpose  of  prac- 
tice teaching  and  supervision." 
II.     "Obligations  of  the  School  of  Education  to  their  mature  ir- 
regular students." 
III.     "The  Professional  School  vs.  the  College  in  the  training  of 

Secondary  Teachers." 
IV.     "Contributions   to   Childhood   Education." 


Conference  on  Highway  Construction  and  Maintenance. 
A  conference  on  the  Construction  and  Maintenance  of  Highways 
with  special  reference  to  the  conditions  and  material  available  in 
Western  Pennsylvania  was  held  under  the  general  title  of  a  Short 
Course  in  Highway  Engineering,  from  January  31st  to  February 
5th,  1916.  This  course  was  conducted  largely  by  and  through  the 
co-operation  of  the  officials  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Highway  De 
partment  together  with  the  Members  of  the  Faculty  of  the  School 
of  Engineering  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  and  special  lec- 
turers secured  for  the  occasion. 
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The  papers  which  formed  the  subject  of  discussion  of  the  con- 
ference are  as  follows: 

"Administration  and   Financing"— Commissioner  Kobert  J.   Cun- 
ningham, Pennsylvania  State  Highway  Department. 

''Highway  Location" — S.  A.  Taylor,  Consulting  Engineer,  Trustee 
of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh. 

"Drainage" — S.   W.    Jackson,    Assistant    Engineer,    Pennsylvania 
State  Highway  Department. 

"Natural  Road   Building  Materials  of  Western   Pennsylvania" — 
Richard  R.  Hice,  Pennsylvania  State  Geologist. 

"Natural  Road  Building  Materials" — Harry  J.  Lewis,  Consulting 
Engineer,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

"Earth  Roads" — W.  A.  Wynn,  Maintenance  Engineer,  Bureau  of 
Township  Highways,  Pennsylvania  State  Highway  Department. 

"Foundations" — Major  W.  W.  Crosby,  Consulting  Engineer,  For- 
merly State  Highway  Commissioner,  State  of  Maryland. 

"Foundations"  (continued) — Jos.  S.  Lambie,  Assistant  Professor 
of  Civil  Engineering,  School  of  Engineering. 

"Concrete  Roads" — William  M.  Mclntyre,  Chief  Highway  Engin- 
eer, Association  of  Portland  Cement  Manufacturers. 

"Block  Pavements" — W.  P.  Taylor,  Bureau  of  Highways,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

"Bituminous  Pavements" — Julius  Adler,  Engineer  of  Tests,  Penn- 
sylvania State  Highway  Department. 

"Bituminous  and  Waterbound  Macadam" — William  D.  Uhler, 
Chief  Engineer  Pennsylvania  State  Highway  Department. 

"Maintenance,  Organization  and  Operation" — George  H.  Biles, 
Second  Deputy  Commissioner,  Pennsylvania  State  Highway  Depart- 
ment. 

"Maintenance  of  Various  Types  of  Pavements  and  Roads" — A.  M. 
White,  Maintenance  Inspector,  Pennsylvania  State  Highway  Depart- 
ment. 

"Concrete  Bridges" — Willis  Whited,  Bridge  Engineer,  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Highway  Department. 

"Outline  of  Laboratory  Work  Conducted  During  the  Course" — J. 
Hammond  Smith,  Professor  Civil  Engineering,  University  of  Pitts- 
burgh. 

One  of  the  new  and  important  features  of  the  Conference  con- 
sisted of  a  number  of  laboratory  tests  conducted  under  the  direction 
of  Professor  J.  Hammond  Smith  of  the  Department  of  Civil  Engi- 
neering. The  papers,  which  formed  the  basis  of  discussion  of  this 
conference  were  issued  in  the  form  of  a  bulletin  Vol.  12  No.  4  of 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh  general  series. 
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Highway  officials  from  Ohio,  West  Virginia,  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York  attended  the  conference.  The  average  attendance,  includ- 
ing the  laboratory  sections,  was  between  fifty  and  sixty.  The  maxi- 
mum attendance  was  at  the  discussion  of  the  Administration  and 
Finance  by  Commissioner  K.  J.  Cunningham  and  there  were  one 
hundred  and  forty  present. 

The  Conference  will  be  repeated  in  1917  either  late  in  January 
or  early  in  February.  This  Conference  will  be  conducted  on  the 
same  general  plan  as  the  previous  one  and  in  close  co-operation  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Highway  Department. 


UNIVERSITY   OF   PENNSYLVANIA    SUMMER   SCHOOL,   1916. 


Total  attendance — Women,  552 ;  men,  493 ;  total,  1,045. 

Number  of  teachers  attending,  528. 

University,  College  and  Normal  School  teachers,..  60 
Superintendents,      Supervisors     and      Supervising 

Principals,    68 

High  School  teachers,  99 

Grade  teachers  in  town  or  city,    252 

Teachers  in  Rural   Schools,    9 

Teachers  in  Special  Subjects, 40 


528 

Number  of  students  preparing  to  teach,  40. 

Number  of  Instructors  giving  course  in  Education,  21;  Psychol- 
ogy,  10;  Philosophy,  2;  other  pedagogical  subjects,  34. 

Special  features  of  work  for  Teachers  not  included  in  above: 
Model  High  School, 
Model  Grade  School, 
Special  classes  for  Backward  Children, 
Special  Clinic  for  Backward  Children. 

Number  of  courses  offered  in  the  teaching  of  special  subjects  by 
Departments  other  than  the  Department  of  Education,  6.  Number 
of  courses  for  which  credit  was  allowed  in  College  or  School  of  Edu- 
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cation,  153.  Number  of  public  or  semi  public  lectures  on  educational 
topics,  S  (also  musicals  and  excursions). 

Faculty:  Professors  and  Assistant  Professors,  30;  Instructors, 
33;  total,  63. 

Teachers  in  Model  School  and  Special  School:  Men,  5;  women, 
10;  total,  15. 


SCHOOLMEN'S  WEEK"  AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


At  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  the  larger  part  of  one  week 
in  April  during  each  of  the  last  three  years  has  been  devoted  to  a 
series  of  conferences  known  collectively  as  "Schoolmen's  Week." 
Present  day  problems  involving  the  conduct  of  universities  and  col- 
leges, normal  schools,  rural  schools,  high  schools,  and  elementary 
schools,  as  well  as  those  relating  to  the  conduct  of  offices  of  city 
and  county  superintendents  have  been  considered.  The  speakers 
selected  to  present  the  various  topics  were  in  many  cases  national 
authorities  in  their  respective  fields.  The  result  was  a  large  gather- 
ing of  approximately  twelve  hundred  persons  at  each  of  the  con- 
ferences. 

The  advantage  to  the  State  from  these  two  sessions  of  School- 
men's Week  were,  without  doubt,  considerable.  Those  in  attendance 
were  a  selected  group  and  they  had  the  opportunity  of  asking  ques- 
tions and  of  engaging  in  discussion  with  the  speakers.  Several 
movements  have  had  their  inception  here,  among  them  being  that  of 
uniform  records  and  reports  of  city  school  systems  and  the  stand- 
ardization of  algebra  in  high  schools.  Another  effect  has  been  to 
promote  the  solution  of  certain  pressing  educational  questions  that 
have  been  of  large  concern  in  the  State,  such  as  those  relating  to 
the  training  of  teachers,  supervision  of  rural  schools,  improvements 
in  the  elementary  course  of  study,  college  entrance  requirements, 
and  methods  of  teaching  the  various  high  school  subjects. 

The  influence  of  these  conferences  has  been  greatly  enhanced  by 
the  form  of  publication  in  which  the  addresses  and  discussions  of 
Schoolmen's  Week  for  1916  appears.  This  is  a  neat  volume  of  three 
hundred  and  twelve  pages,  which  has  been  distributed  among  all 
those  in  attendance.  Copies  have  also  been  sent  gratis  to  every 
county  and  city  superintendent,  the  president  of  every  college,  and 


710  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

various  libraries  throughout  the  State.  A  geuerous  appropriation 
is  greatly  needed  by  the  University  to  continue  and  enlarge  upon  this 
work,  which  is  of  so  much  value  to  the  educational  interests  of 
Pennsylvania. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  all  the  colleges  which  have 
opened  their  doors  during  the  long  vacation  and  now  give  assistance 
in  the  preparation  of  teachers  for  work  in  the  public  schools. 


The  Size  of  Our  Colleges. 

The  policy  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  when  the  College  and  Uni- 
versity Council  was  created,  has  enabled  the  colleges  and  universi- 
ties of  Pennsylvania  to  grow  in  endowment,  equipment  and  attend- 
ance. The  University  of  Pennsylvania,  the  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
the  State  College  and  the  Carnegie  Technical  School  count  their 
students  by  the  thousand.  Lehigh  University  and  Lafayette  College, 
with  their  large  entering  classes,  can  look  forward  to  the 
day  when  each  will  have  a  thousand  students.  The  other 
colleges  count  their  students  by  the  hundred.  Many  of 
them  are  now  larger  and  better  equipped  than  were  Yale  and  Harvard 
in  1850.  This  growth  is  likely  to  continue  so  long  as  there  is  a  mar- 
ket for  the  product  of  our  higher  institutions.  It  may  in  time  give  us 
an  excess  of  men  and  women  trained  for  technical  and  professional 
pursuits.  At  present  the  problem  is  to  find  the  necessary  facilities 
and  teaching  force  for  the  proper  care  of  all  who  come.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  note  that  the  better  colleges  are  no  longer  willing  to  under- 
take work  for  which  they  are  not  thoroughly  equipped.  When  an 
institution  has  more  students  than  it  can  educate  properly,  the  work 
begins  to  deteriorate,  and  the  young  men  and  women  do  not  make 
the  most  of  the  years  which  should  furnish  the  golden  opportunity 
for  preparation  for  complete  living. 


Medico-Chi  College. 

The  students  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
College  are  now  a  part  of  the  student  body  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania;  the  students  in  the  dental  school  of  the  Medico-Chi- 
rurgical College  are  also  students  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
doing  their  work  in  the  Evans  Museum  at  40th  and  Spruce  Streets. 
The  students  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
College  have  been  handed  over  to  the  old  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy.  Other  mergers  are  likely  to  be  announced  in  the  near 
future. 
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The  Learned  Vocations. 

It  is  no  longer  necessary  for  a  Pennsylvanian  to  leave  his  State 
to  fit  himself  for  any  of  the  learned  vocations.  There  is  abundant 
provision  for  all  sorts  of  professional  training.  Instruction  is  given 
in  all  the  sciences  and  the  humanities.  Provision  is  made  for  prep- 
aration for  at  least  a  dozen  types  of  engineering.  We  have  schools, 
not  only  for  the  teaching  of  the  liberal  arts,  but  also  for  the  trades, 
handicrafts  and  the  most  technical  of  the  useful  arts.  Skilled  labor 
is  at  a  premium.  There  are  more  jobs  than  workmen,  more  crops 
than  are  needed  to  feed  our  own  people,  and  more  industrial  demands 
than  there  are  skilled  workers  to,  fill  them. 

The  study  of  the  college  catalogues  is  like  the  study  of  a  library  on 
industry  and  education,  and  there  is  no  better  index  to  our  manifold 
activities  and  to  our  complex  civilization. 


ONE  HUNDREDTH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  ALLEGHENY 

COLLEGE. 


In  June,  1915,  Allegheny  College  celebrated  the  One  Hundredth 
Anniversary.  The  occasion  was  a  notable  one.  The  main  features 
were  a  Historical  Pageant,  prepared  by  Prof.  George  P.  Baker  of 
Harvard;  a  Conference  on  the  American  College,  participated  in 
by  some  of  the  most  notable  educators  of  the  country;  the  home 
coming  of  the  alumni;  and  the  anniversary  exercises  proper,  at 
which  greetings  were  brought  from  educational  institutions  and 
learned  societies,  both  home  and  foreign.  More  than  ten  thousand 
people  saw  the  Historical  Pageant,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  in- 
stitutions were  represented  in  the  Academic  Procession.  Alumni, 
trustees,  faculty,  students  and  citizen  co-operated  so  unreservedly 
that  the  actualities  of  the  anniversary  surpassed  all  dreams  and 
sanguine  desires  for  the  occasion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 

Secretary,  College  and  University  Council. 
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COLLEGES  AND  UNIVERSITIES. 

Albright  College Myerstown Lebanon,     

Allegheny  College,   Meadville Crawford,     ... 

Beaver  College Beaver,    Beaver,    

Bryn   Mawr   College,    Bryn  Mawr Montgomery, 

Bueknell   University,    Lewisburg,    Union 

Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology Pittsburgh,     Allegheny.     .. 

Dickinson    College,     Carlisle Cumberland,    . 

Drexel    Institute,    Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Dropsie    College,     Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Duquesne  University,    Pittsburgh Allegheny,     .. 

Franklin   and   Marshall    College,    —  Lancaster Lancaster,    ... 

Beaver  Palls Beaver 

Grove   City Mercer 

Haverford Delaware,   

Mechanicsburg Cumberland,    . 

Huntingdon,     Huntingdon,    . 

Easton,    Northampton, 

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

Annville,     Lebanon 

South    Bethlehem,    Northampton, 

Lincoln    University,    ...Chester 

Bethlehem Northampton, 


Geneva  College,  ... 
Grove  City  College, 
Haverford  College, 
Irving  College,  ... 
Juniata  College,  . . . 
Lafayette   College, 


La  Salle  College,    

Lebanon  Valley  College, 

Lehigh    University,    . 

Lincoln     University,     . . 
Moravian    College 


Moravian    Seminary   and   College   for 
Women. 

Muhlenberg   College,    

Pennsylvania    College 

Pennsylvania  College  for  Women 

Pennsylvania    Military     College 

Pennsylvania    State    College,     

St.    Josephs    College,    

St.    Vincent   College 


Susquehanna  University,    .., 

Swarthmore   College 

Temple  University,    

Thiel  College,    

University  of  Pennsylvania, 
University   of  Pittsburgh,    , 

Ursinns    College 

Villanova  College 


Bethlehem,    Northampton, 

Allentown Lehigh,     

Gettysburg,    Adams 

Pittsburgh,    Allegheny, 

Chester,     Delaware 

State  College,   Centre 

Philadelphia Philadelphia,    . 

Beatty Westmoreland. 


Selinscrove,    Snyder 

Swarthmore Delaware,     .. 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Greenville,     Mercer 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Pittsburgh,    Allegheny,     . 

Collegeville,    Montgomery, 

Villanova Delaware,   ... 


Washington  and  Jefferson  College, 


Waynesburg  College, 
Westminster  College, 
Wilson  College 


Washington Washington, 


Waynesburg,     Greene, 

New  Wilmington Lawrence, 

Chambersburg Franklin, 


1815 

1817 

1853 

1853 

18S5 

1880 

1S46 

1S46 

1900 

1912 

1783 

1783 

1891 

1894 

1907 

1878 

1882 

17S7 

1787 

1848 

1849 

1876 

1884 

1833 

1833 

1856 

1857 

1876 

1878 

1832 

1826 

1867 

1863 

1866 

1867 

1866 

1866 

1854 

1854 

1807 

1863 

1742 

1863 

1867 

1S67 

1832 

1832 

1870 

1869 

1862 

1862 

1855 

1855 

1851 

1852 

1846 

1870 

1858 

1858 

1864 

1864 

1884 

18S8 

186S 

1870 

1740 

1753 

1787 

1787 

1869 

1869 

1849 

1802 

1851 

1850 

1852 

1852 

1868 

1869 

THEOLOGICAL   SEMINARIES. 


Crozer  Theological   Seminary,    ... 
Lutheran    Theological    Seminary, 


Meadville   Theological   Seminary, 


Moravian    Theological    Seminary,    ... 
St.  Vincent  Theological  Seminary,... 


Upland Delaware,     .. 

Philadelphia Philadelphia , 


Meadville,    Crawford, 


Bethlehem Northampton, 

Beatty Westmoreland, 


The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Theological  Gettysburg,    Adams,    .. 

Seminary. 
Theological    Seminary,    Lincoln    Uni-  Lincoln    University,     ..Chester,    .. 

versity. 
The  Western  Theological  Seminary,..    Pittsburgh Allegheny, 


1868 
1864 

1867 

1844 

1S46 

1807 
1846 

1863 
1870 

1826 

1827 

1854 

1854 

1825 

1827 
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Religious  Denomination. 


Official    Title    of    Officer 
in  Charge. 


Name   of  the   President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


United   Evangelical, 


Methodist     Episcopal, 
Undenominational, 


President Rev.   L.   Clarence  Hunt,   M.   A.,   B.   D., 

D.    D. 

President W.    H.    Crawford,    D.   D.    LL.    D. 

President Rev.   Le  Roy  Weller,   A.  M. 

President M.    Carey  Thomas,    Ph.   D.    LL.    D. 

Baptist President John  Howard  Harris,   Ph.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Non-sectarian Director,    Arthur  Artou  Hamersehlag,  Sc.  D.,  LL. 

D. 

Methodist    Episcopal President .Tames     H.     Morgan,     LL.     D. 

Non-sectarian I'resident Hollis   Godfrey,    Sc.   D.,    F.    R.   G.    S. 

Non-sectarian,      President Cyrus   Adler,    B.    A.,   M.    A.,    Ph.    D. 

Catholic President,     Very    Rev.    M.    A.    Heher,    LL.    D. 

Reformed President Henry   Hasbaugh   Apple,    A.   M.,    D.   D., 

LL.   D. 

Reformed    Presbyterian I'resident,    R.    H.    Martin,    A.   B. 

Nondenominational,      President Weir    C.    Ketler. 

Friends I'resident Isaac   Sharpless,    Sc.    D.,    LL.    D. 

Lutheran President E.    E.    Campbell.    A.    M.,    Ph.    D. 

Church   of    the    Brethren,    President,    ,T.   Harvey  Brumbaugh,    A.   M. 

Presbyterian President,     Dr.   John   H.    MacCracken,    Ph.    D.,    LL. 

D.  ( 

Catholic President,     Rev.   Bro.   D.   Edwards,    LL.   D. 

United  Brethren,    President George  Daniel  Gossard,   B.  D.,  D.  D. 

Non-sectarian President Henry   S.    Drinker,    E.    M.,    LL.   D. 

Presbyterian,      President Rev.   John   B.    Rendall,   D.   D. 

Moravian President Augustus    Schultze,    L.    H.   D. 


Moravian President, 


Lutheran President 

Lutheran,    President 

Undenominational President 

Non-sectarinn President 

Interdenominational,     President 

Roman   Catholic,    Reverend    President, 

Roman   Catholic Director 

Lutheran President 

Non-sectarian President,    

Undenominational President 

Evangelical  Lutheran,    President 

Non-sectarian,      Provost 

Non-sectarian,      Chancellor 

Reformed President 

Catholic President 


Non-sectarian, 


President, 


Presbyterian,      President, 

United  Presbyterian President, 

Presbyterian President, 


Rev.  J.  H.  Clewell,   Ph.  D. 

Rev.  John  A.  W.  Haas,   D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

John  C.  Acheson,  LL.  D. 

W.    A.    Granville,    Ph.    D..    LL.    D. 

Charles    E.    Hyatt,    LL.    D. 

Edwin  Erie  Sparks,   Ph.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Rev.  J.   Charles  Davey,   S.  J. 

Rev.  Ernest  Gensheimer,  0.  S.  B.,  Ph. 

D. 
Charles  T.   Aikens,   D.   D. 
Joseph   Swain,    M.    S.,    LL.    D. 
Russell    H.    Conwell,    D.    D.,    LL.   D. 
Henry  W.  Elson.  A.  M.,  Ph.  P.,  Litt.  D. 
Dr.    Edgar   F.    Smith. 
S.    B.    McCormick,    D.   D.,    LL.   D. 
George  Leslie  Omwake,   A.  M.,    Pd.  D. 
Rev.  Edward  G.  Dohan,  A.  M.,  S.  T.  L., 

LL.  D.,  O.  S.  A. 
Frederick    William    Hinitt,    Ph.    D.,    D. 

D..   LL.  D. 
Herbert    Pierrepont   Houghton,    Ph.   D. 
Rev.    Charles   Wallace,    D.    D. 
Ethelbert   Dudley   Warfield,    D.    D.,    LL. 

D.,    Litt.   D. 


Baptist President Rev.  Milton  G.  Evans,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Lutheran Dean,    Rev.    Henry   Evster  Jacobs,    D.    D.,    LL. 

TT  Jt     .  •       D.,  S.   T.  D. 

Unitarian President Frnnklin  C.    Sonthworth,    A.   M.,   D.   D., 

Moravian President Augustus  Schultzs.   D.   D.,   L.   H.   D. 

Roman    Catholic Director Rev.    Ernest  Gersheimer,    0.    S.    B.,    Ph. 

D. 
Lutheran President J.   A.  Singmaster,   D.   D. 

Presbyterian, .   President Rev.   J.    B.   Rendall,    A.    B.,    D.   D. 

Presbyterian President lames  A.   Kelso,    Ph.  D.,   D.   D. 
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Location. 

o 
a 

o 

a 

13 

C 

be 

<u 

Name  of  Institution. 

u 

City   or 

Town. 

County. 

c 
c  of 

a 

J3 
o 

e 
S 

a 
Q 

MEDICAL  COLLEGES. 

Hahnemann   Medical   College,    

Medical  School,  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

School  of  Medicine,  University  of 
Pittsburgh. 

Temple  University,  Medical  Depart- 
ment. 

The  Woman's  Medical  College 

VETERINARY   MEDICINE. 

School  of  Veterinary  Medicine,  Uni- 
versity of   Pennsylvania. 

COLLEGE  OF  PHARMACY. 

Philadelphia    College    of   Pharmacy, . . 

Pittsburgh  College  of  Pharmacy 

Temple  University,   Pharmacy  Dept.,. 

DENTAL   COLLEGE. 

School     of    Dentistry,     University    of 

Pittsburgh. 
Temple  University,  Dental  College,... 

LAW    SCHOOLS. 

Dickinson  School  of  Law,    

University  of  Pennsylvania  Law 
School. 


Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Pittsburgh,     Allegheny, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 


Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Pittsburgh Allegheny, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia 


Pittsburgh Allegheny, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia 


Carlisle Cumberland 

Philadelphia,     Philadelphia, 


1848 
1765 

1848 

1886 

18S4 

1888 

1850 

1S50 

1821 

1822 

1878 

1884 

1896 

1878 
1S88 

1896 

1862 

1863 

1834 

1890 

1790 

1791 
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OF  LEARNING— Continued. 


Religious  Denomination. 


Official    Title    of    Officer 
in  Charge. 


Name   of  the   President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


Non-sectarian,    ... 
Undenominnt  ional, 

Non-sectarian,    ... 

Undenominational. 

Non-sectarian,    ... 


Dean,     William     A.     Pearson. 

Dean Provost  Edgar  F.   Smith,   Ph.D.,   Sc.  D., 

LL.    D. 
Dean Thomas   Shaw   Arbuthnot,    A.   B.,    M.   D. 

..     ..   Dean F.    C.    Hammond,    M.    D. 

..  ..  Dean Clara  Marshall,  M.  D. 


Non-sectarian Dean, 


Louis   A.    Klein,   V.    M.    D. 


Non-sectarian 

None 

Undenominational, 


..  Dean President.    Howard  B.   French. 

..   Dean Julius  A.   Koch,   Ph.   D. 

..    Dean President,  R.  H.  Conwell,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 


Non-sectarian,    

Undenominational, 


Dean, 
Dean, 


H.    Edmund   Friesell,    B.    S.,   D.    D.    S. 

S.  H.  Guilford,   A.  M.,   D.  D.  S.,   Ph.  D. 


Undenominational Dean William    Trickett,    A.    M.,    LL.    D. 

Non-sectarian Dean William  E.  Mikell,  B.  S.,   LL.  M. 
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College  and  University  Council. 

(Authorized   by   Act   of  June   26,    1895.) 
Members  Ex-officio — Governor  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh,  President;  Attorney-General, 

Francis  Shunk  Brown;  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer, 

Secretary. 
Edgar  F.  Smith,  Philadelphia. 
Edwin  E.   Sparks,  State  College,  Center  County. 
E.  De  V.  Morrel,  Philadelphia. 

Samuel  B.   McCormick,   Pittsburgh,   Allegheny  County. 
J.  H.  Harris,  Lewisburg,  Union  County. 
Henry  S.  Drinker,  South  Bethlehem,  Northampton  County 
H.  H.  Apple,  Lancaster,  Lancaster  County. 
W.  H.  Crawford,  Meadville,  Crawford  County. 
Samuel  Hamilton,  Wilkinsburg,  Allegheny  County. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

(Authorized   by   Act   of   May    IS,    1911.) 
(Office    in    Telegraph    Building.) 
President  and  Member  Ex-Officio — Nathan  C.  Schaeffer. 
William  Lauder,  Riddlesburg,   Bedford  County. 
James  M.  Coughlin,  Wilkes-Barre,  Luzerne  County. 
Robert  C.   Shaw,   Greensburg,  Westmoreland  County. 
E.  S.  Templeton,  Greenville,  Mercer  County. 
John  P.  Garber,  Philadelphia. 
Marcus  Aaron,  Pittsburgh. 
J.   George  Becht,  Executive  Secretary. 
Hubert  C.  Eicher,  Assistant  Secretary. 
H.  C.  Richards,  Consulting  Architect. 
M.  I.  Kast,  Consulting  Architect. 
Miss  Edna  M.  Kugler,  Stenographer . 
Miss  Emma  B.  Harclerode,  Stenographer. 
Miss  Edna  Viola  Eckert,  Stenographer. 
Miss  Helen  Glenn,  State  Supervisor  of  Mothers'  Pensions. 
Miss  Frances  Colbourne,  Clerk  to  State  Supervisor  of  Mothers'  Pensions. 

BUREAU  OF  MEDICAL  EDUCATION  AND  LICENSURE. 

MEMBERS   EX-OFFICIO. 
Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Harrisburg,  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Dixon,  Harrisburg. 

MEMBERS  BY  APPOINTMENT. 

(Authorized   by  Act  of  June   3,    it'll.) 
John  M.  Baldy,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia;  Daniel  P.  Maddux,  M.  D.,  Chester;  Irvin 
D.  Metzger,  M.  D.,  Pittsburgh;  Adolph  Koenig,  M.  D.,  Pittsburgh;  Calvin  R. 
Johnstonbaugh,  M.  D.,  Bethlehem. 
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OFFICERS. 
John  M.  Baldy,  M.  D.,  President,  2219  Delancy  St.,  Philadelphia;  Dr.  Nathan  C. 

Schaeffer,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Department  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg. 
Miss  Mary  Y.  McReynolds,  Clerk,  Harrisburg. 
Miss  Jennie  V.  Wagner,  Stenographer,  Harrisburg. 
Miss  Marguerite  V.  Witmyer,  Stenographer,  New  Cumberland. 


DENTAL  COUNCIL  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

(Authorized  by  Act  of  May  7,   1907.) 
Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  Henry  Houck,  President,   Lebanon,  Lebanon  County. 
Samuel  G.  Dixon,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  Sc.  D.,  Commissioner  of  Health,  Bryn  Mawr, 

Montgomery  County. 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,   Nathan  C.   Schaeffer,   Lancaster,   Lancaster 

County . 
President  of  the  Pennsylvania  Dental  Society  Samuel  P.  Cameron,  D.D.S.,  Girard 

College ,  Philadelphia . 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Dental  Examiners,  Alexander  H.  Reynolds,  4630  Chester 

Ave.,   Philadelphia. 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Clerks  and  Stenographer — 

Miss  Mary  Y.  McReynolds,  201  State  St.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Miss  Edith  L.  Breitinger,  1418  N.  Second  St.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
H.  H.  Fleisher,   1517  State  St.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


No.  6.  STATISTICS.  725 


Pennsylvania  State  School  Officers. 

HARRISBURG,  NOVEMBER  I,  1916. 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION 

(Office  in  the  Capitol.) 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
NATHAN   C.    SCHAEFFER. 


Deputy  Superintendents , 
A.  D.  GLENN  and  REED  B.  TEITRICK. 


High  School  Inspectors, 
CD.  KOCH,  W.  M.  DENISON, 

THOMAS  S.  MARCH,  JAMES  G.  PENTZ. 


Other  Officers  of  the  Department, 
R.  M.  McNEAL,  Financial  Clerk,  U.  G.  FRY,  Statistical  Clerk, 

H.  H.   FLEISHER,  Recording  Clerk,     J.  O.  KNAUSS,  Messenger. 


Stenographers, 
MISS  MARY  Y.  McREYNOLDS,  MISS  ETHEL  K.  BALDWIN, 

MISS  EDITH  L.  BREITINGER,  MISS  RUTH  L.  GRISSINGER. 


Bureau  of  Professional  Education. 
(Authorized   by   Act   of  June   19,    1911.) 
John  Loman,  Examiner. 

A.  Davis  Jackson,  Examiner  and  School  Visitor. 
Miss  Isabel  M.  Ralph,  Stenographer.     Office  422  Perry  Bldg.,  16th  &  Chestnut  Sts., 

Philadelphia . 
C.  Blaine  Smathers,   Examiner  and  School  Visitor. 

Miss  Flora  M.   Elderton,   Stenographer.     Office  ,  Room  101  State  Hall,  University 
of  Pittsburgh,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
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Bureau  of  Vocational  Education. 
(Office   in   Union   Trust   Building.) 

Agricultural  Division: 
L.  H.  DENNIS,  Director  of  Agricultural  Education. 
H.  C.  FETTEROLF,  Supervisor  of  Agricultural  Education. 
R.  W.  HEIM,  Supervisor  of  Agricultural  Education. 
MISS  ANNE  C.  PERRY,  Supervisor  of  Home  Education. 
MRS.  SUSAN  E.  SHAFFER,  Stenographer. 
MISS  RUTH  A.   BORING,  Stenographer. 
MISS  VIRGIE  E.  DETWEILER,  Stenographer. 

INDUSTRIAL  DIVISION. 
MILLARD  B.  KING,  Director  of  Industrial  Education. 
E.  L.  BOWMAN,  Supervisor  of  Industrial  Education. 
STANLEY  A.  ZWEIBEL,  Supervisor  of  Industrial  Education. 
WALLACE  E.  HACKETT,   Supervisor  of  Industrial  Education. 
PAUL  E.  BECK,  Supervisor  of  Music  and  Drawing. 
MISS  SARA  J.  HOERNER,  Stenographer. 
MISS  ANNA  R.  NEBINGER,  Stenogmher . 
MISS  MABEL  G.  BACKENSTOSS,  Stenographer. 


STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


District. 

Principal. 

Postofflce. 

West  Chester. 

P.    M.    Harbold 

East  Stroudsburg. 

Mansfield. 

Charles    Lose 

Bloomsburg. 

Shippensburg. 

Eighth 

Lock    Haven. 

Indiana. 

California. 

Twelfth                   

Edinboro. 

Clarion. 
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COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


County. 


Adams 

Allegheny 

Armstrong,     

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield 

Clinton 

Columbia 

Crawford 

Cumberland.     ... 

Dauphin 

Delaware.- 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon,     ... 

Indiana 

Jefferson 

Juniata 

Lackawanna,     .. 

Lancaster 

Lawrence 

Lebanon 

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

McKean 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery,    ... 

Montour 

Northampton.    .. 
Northumberland, 

Perry 

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snvder 

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna,    . . 

Tioga 

Pnion 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington.     ... 

Wa3'ne 

Westmoreland,   . 

Wyoming 

York 


Name. 

(Commission   expires 

May,    1918.) 


H.  Milton  Roth 

Samuel  Hamilton 

C.   M.   Heilman 

David  C.  Locke 

Lloyd    H.     Hinkle.     .. 

E.    M.    Rapp 

T.   S.   Davis 

Leon  J.    Russcl 

J.    H.    Hoffman 

Frank   A.   McClung,    .. 

M.  S.   Bentz 

C.   E.   Plasterer 

James   J.    Bevan 

David    0.    Etters 

Thomas   A.    Bock 

N.    E.   Heeter 

Cyrus    A.    Weisgerber, 
Ira    N.    McCloskey,    .. 

Wm.    W.    Evans 

P.   D.    Blair 

J.    Kelso   Green 

Frank    E.    Shambaugh. 
A.  G.  Criswell  Smith, 

J.   W.   Sweeney 

I.   H.    Russell 

John  S.   Carroll 

J.    O.    Carson 

L.   E.  Smith 

J.    Emery    Thomas,     .. 
Harry  D.   Freeland,    .. 

L.  E.  Boyer 

James  F.  Chapman,    .. 
L.  Mayne  Jones 

C.  E.    Kauffman 

J.    C.    Taylor 

Daniel   Fleisher 

R.  G.  Leslie 

John  W.   Snoke 

Alvin   Rupp,    

Frank  P.   Hopper,    

G.    B.    Milnor 

Chas.   W.   Lillibridge, 

H.    E.   McConnell 

Lawrence   Ruble 

Frank    Koehler,     

J.  Horace  Landis 

Chas.    W.    Derr 

Geo.   A.   Grim 

I.   H.   Mauser 

Daniel    A.    Kline,    

Lucian    Westbrook,     .. 

R.   .0.   Welfling 

Livingston    Seltzer,     .. 
T.    A.    Stetler 

D.  W.    Seibert 

Harry   R.   Henning,    .. 
Geo.    A.    Stearns 

E.  A.  Retan 

Wm.   W.   Spigelmyer, 
Dallas  W.   Armstrong, 

C.    S.    Knapp 

L.   R.  Crumrine 

J.   J.   Koehler 

Robert.    C.    Shaw 

John    E.    Morgan 

C.   W.  Stine 


Gettysburg 

Wilkinsburg.    .. 

Kittanning 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Reading 

Altoona 

Towanda 

Doylestown,    ... 

Butler 

Ebensburg 

Emporium 

Maueh  Chunk. 
State  College, 
West  Chester.    . 

Clarion 

Clearfield 

Lock  Haven,  .. 
Bloomsburg,    ... 

Meadville 

Carlisle 

Lykens 

Media 

St.    Marys 

North    East.    ... 

Union  town 

Tionesta 

Chambersburg. 
McConnellsljurg. 
Waynesburg,    . . 
Huntingdon.    ... 

Indiana 

Brookville 

McAlisterville. 

Scranton 

Lancaster 

New    Castle,     .. 

Lebanon 

Allen  town 

Wilkes-Barre,    . 

Muncy 

Smethport 

Mercer 

McVeytown,    ... 
Stroudsburg.     .. 
Norristown. 
Washington  vile, 

Nazareth 

Sunbury 

New  P.Ioomfield 
Matamoras,  . .  _ 
Coudersport,    ... 

Pottsville 

Middleburg 

Somerset 

Lopez 

Kingsley,     

Mansfield 

Mifflinburg 

Franklin 

Warren 

Washington.    ... 

Honesdale 

Greensburg.  ... 
Tunkhannock.  . 
York 


•Of   this   amount   Supt.    Hamilton   receives   $7.fli;0,    the   remainder   is   paid    to   assistants. 
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DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


City.    Borough  or 
Township. 


Abington  tvvp.  (Montgomery 
Co.) 

Altoona 

Allen  town 

Ambridge 

Archbald 

Ashland 

Bangor 

Beaver  Falls 

Berwick 

Bethlehem 

Blakely 

Bloonisburg 

Braddock 

Bradford 

Bristol 

Butler 

Carbondale 

Carlisle 

Carnegie 

Chambersburg 

Charleroi 

Cheltenham  township.  (Mont- 
gomery  Co.) 

Chester , 

Coal  township,  Northumber- 
land Co.) 

Coatesville 

Columbia 

Connellsville 

Conshohoeken , 

Corry , 

Danville .', 

Darby ,., 

Dickson  City ... 

Donora , 

DuBois 

Dunmore 

Dunuesne , ' 

Easton,    , 

Erie 

Parrell 

Franklin 

German  township  (Fayette 
Co.) 

Greensburg 

Greenville ..'.'.'. 

Hanover " . 

Harrisburg ! .. .. 

Hazleton 

Hazle  township,  (Luzerne 
Co.) 

Homestead 

Huntingdon 

.Teannette 

Johnstown 

Juniata 

Kane 

Kittanning 

Lancaster 

Lansford 

Latrobe 

Lebanon 

Tewistown 

Lock  Haven 

Lower  Morion  township, 
(Montgomery    Co.) 

McKeesport 

McKees   Rocks 

Mahanoy    City 

Mahanoy  township  (Schuyl- 
kill Co.) 

Mearlville 

Middletown '. 

Milton 

Minersvllle 

Monessen 

Monongahela    City 

Mount   farme! 

Mt.  Pleasant  town  ship, 
(Westmoreland    Co.) 

Nanticoke 

New  Brighton 

Newcastle 


Name. 

(Commission    expires 

May,    1918.) 


J.    Linwood    Eisenberg, 
P.    Frank   Brennan,    ... 


Wm.    T.    Gordon 

William   C.   Sampson, 

Stanley    P.    Ashe 

A.    M.    Weaver,    

Chas.    L.    Wilson 

D.    N.    Dioffenbacher, 
Wilmer    A.    Kreider, 

A.    W.    Marvin 

J.    M.     Layhue 

Ira  M.  Gast 

C.    F.    Hoban 

C.    H.    Wolford 

Robt.    E.    Laramy,     .. 

Ira  B.  Bush 

L.    R.    Eckles 

N.  P.   Kinsley 

Albert    Montgomery. 

John  H.   Alleman 

Grant    B.    Gerberieh, 

Oden    C.    Gortner 

Frederick  E.  Downes, 
David  A.  Harman,  .. 
Joseph    B.    Gabrio,     .. 


Landis  Tanger,  ... 
Wm.    M.    Rife 

E.  W.    Long 

J.   N.  Adee 

M.  B.  Wineland,  . 
H.    0.    Dietrich,    ... 

F.  W.  Goodwin,  . 
Hervey  B.  Work,  . 
Elmer  E.   Kuntz.    .. 

R.    M.    Steele 

E.  M.  Balshaugh,  . 
T.   Tatimer  Brooks, 

C.  W.  Hunt 

S.    E.    Downs 


Joseph  B.  Richey, 
Thos.  K.  Johnston, 
Harry  A.  O'Dny,  . 
Jos.    F.    Noonan,     .  . 


Edward  Sargent 

H.    J.    Wickey 

Wallace  W.  Fetzer, 
C.   E.    Raudabush,    ... 

H.     E.    Gress 

Renwick  G.  Dean,  . 
Samuel  H.  Dean.  ... 
Walter    E.    Evans.     . 

Alton  P.  Diffendafer, 

Floyd   Atwell 

George  A.  Dickson,    . 


Edward    S.    Ling Glenside 


H.    H.    Baish,    Altoona 

H.  W.  Dodd Allentown 

B.   S.   Bayle Ambridge 

William    A.    Kelly Archbald 

J.    C.    Weirick Ashland 

John  W.  Gruver Bangor 

Clyde  C.  Green Beaver  Falls.  . 

J.    Y.    Shambach Berwick 

Wm.    G.    Cleaver Bethlehem,     .., 

Harry   B.   Anthony Peckville 

L.    Parvin    Sterner Bloonisburg,    . 

F.    0.    Steltz Braddock.     ... 

Ed.    E.    Schermerhorn Bradford 

Louise   D.    Baggs Bristol 

John  A.   Gibson Butler 

Patrick   M.    Brennan Carbondale, 

John    C.    Wagner Carlisle 

Thomas  J.    George Carnegie 

A.    B.    Hess Chambersburg. 

Thos.   L.    Pollock Charleroi,     ... 

Oscar  W.   Ackerman Glenside 


Chester.     . 
Shamokin, 


Coatesville,      

Columbia 

Connellsvile,     .. 
Conshohoeken,    . 

Corry 

Danville 

Darby 

Dickson   City,    . 

Donora 

DuBois 

Dunmore 

Dunuesne 

Easton 

Erie 

Farrell 

Franklin 

McClelland  town. 


Greensburg. 
Greenville, 
Hanover,  .. 
Harrisburg, 
Hazleton,  . 
Hazleton.    . 


Homestead. 
Huntingdon, 
Jeannette.    . 
Johnstown, 
Juniata,     ... 

Kane 

Kittanning, 
Lancaster,    . 
Lansford,    .. 

latrobe 

Lebanon. 
Lewistown. 
Lock   Haven, 
Ardmore, 


McKeesport. 
McKees  Rocks, 
Mahanoy  City, 
Mahanoy  City, 


Meadville 

Middletown, 

Milton 

Minersville.     . . 

Monessen 

Monongahela,  . 
Mount  Carmel. 
Mt.   Pleasant. 


Nanticoke 

New  Brighton, 
New   Castle,    . 


$2,100 

3.400 
3.500 
2.620 
1.800 
1.700 
1.700 
3.600 
1.800 
2.600 
1,600 
2,000 
2.200 
2.400 
1,200 
3,500 
1,800 
1.800 
3.000 
1.500 
2,100 
2,500 

3.000 
2,500 

2.000 
1.600 
2.400 
1.500 
1.600 
1.400 
1.800 
1.800 
2,000 
2.400 
2.700 
2.500 
3.000 
4.000 
2.200 
2.000 
1.800 

3.000 
2.400 
1.500 
3.500 
3,000 
3.000 

2.400 
1.600 
1.800 
3.500 
1.500 
1.800 
2.000 
3.000 
2.000 
2.000 
2.000 
1.800 
1.800 
3.500 

3,500 
2.700 
2.000 
2.400 

2.500 
1,200 
1.800 
1.800 
2.400 
2.000 
1.800 
2.000 

2.600 
2.400 
2.800 
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DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS-Continued. 


City.    Borough  or 
Township. 


New  Kensington 

Newport  township,  (Luzerne 
Co.) 

Norristown 

Northampton 

Oil    City 

Old    Forge 

Olypliant 

Philadelphia 

Phoenixville 

Pittsburgh 

Pittston 

Pottstown 

Pottsville 

Punxsutawney 

Radnor  township,  (Delaware 
Co.) 

Reading 

Redstone  township.  (Fayette 
Co.) 

Rochester 

Rostraver  township,  (West- 
moreland  Co.) 

Scranton 

Shamolsin , 

Sharon 

Shenandoah 

South   Bethlehem 

Steelton 

Sunbury 

Swissvale 

Tamaqua 

Tarentum 

Taylor 

Throop 

Titusville , 

Tyrone 

Union  town 

Upper  Darby 

Vandergrift , 

Wa  rren 

Washington 

Wa  vnosboro , 

West  Chester 

West  Mahanoy  township, 
(Schuylkill    Co.) 

Wilkes-Barre 

Wilkinsburg 

Windber 

Wiliamsport 

Win  ton 

York 


Name. 

(Commission    expires 

May.    1918.) 


J.    E.    Hershberger New   Kensins 

Thomas  A.  Dixon Glenlyon.     ... 


Allen    S.    Martin 

William  D.   Landis,    ... 

James  J.   Palmer 

Francis    R.    Coyne,     ... 
M.    W.    Cummings.     ... 

John  P.   Garber 

Isaac  Doughton,-  

William    M.    Davidson, 
Francis    S.    McGuigan, 

Wm.    W.    Rupert 

E.    R.    Barclay 

Frank  S.  Jackson 

Geo.  H.  Wilson 


Chas.    S.    Foos. 
Ira    H.    Hess. 


William   S.    Taft. 
W.    H.    Cober,    .. 


S.    E.    Weber 

Joseph    Howerth.     

W.    D.    Gamble 

J.    W.    Cooper 

Abner  H.   Buck 

L.    E.    McGinnes 

I.   C.  M.   Ellenberger. 

C.   C.   Kelso 

J.    F.    Derr 

Andrew   D.    Endsley, 

Wm.  S.  Robinson 

John    J.    O'Hara 

Henry    Pease 

J.    L.    Gaunt 

Frank   W.    Wright.    . 
H.    M.   Mendenhall,    . 

T.   T.   Allen 

R.   T.   Adams , 

Thos.   G.   McCleary.    . 

J.    H.    Reber 

Addison  L.   Jones 

M.  H.  Carey 


Postoffice. 


Norristown.  .. 
Northampton.   . 

Oil    City 

Old    Forge.    ... 

Olypliant 

Philadelphia,  . 
Phoenixville,  . 
Pittsburgh,    ... 

Pittston 

Pottstown 

Pottsville 

Punxsutawney, 
Wayne 


Scranton 

Shamokin 

Sharon 

Shenandoah, 
So.   Bethlehem, 

Steelton,    

Sunbury 

Swissvale 

Tama'jua 

Tarentum 

Taylor 

Throop 

Titusville 

Tyrone 

Uniontown,    

Upper  Darby,  . 
Vandergrift.    ... 

Warren 

Washington.  .. 
Waynesboro.  . 
West  Chester, 
Lost  Creek,   


James    M.    Coughlin Wilkes-Barre. 

James  L.   Allison I  Wilkinsburg. 

W.   W.  Lantz Windber 

Fred   W.    Robbins '■  Williamsport. 

John  J.   Judge Jessup 

Atreus  Wanner York 


Reading 

Brownsville.    R.    D.   20 


Rochester 

Belle  Vernon,   R.  D.  34 


Salary. 


2,500 
2,000 

2.600 
2.000 
3.600 
1.800 
1.800 
9.000 
1,700 
9,000 
2.400 
2,000 
2.400 
2,400 
2.800 

4.000 
1.800 

2,100 
1,500 

5,000 
3,000 
2.300 
2,200 
1,800 
2,500 
2.400 
3,000 
1.800 
2.650 
1.700 
1.560 
2.250 
1.800 
3.000 
1,600 
2.600 
2.500 
3.000 
1.800 
2.500 
1.500 

4.500 
3.000 
1.650 
2.900 
1.800 
2.500 
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ASSISTANT  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


COUNTY. 

Adams. 
George   M.    Rice,    Gettysburg. 

Allegheny, 
Charles   E.    Dickey.    Avalon. 

W.   S.    Bryan.    Carnegie 

Orton  Lowe.  Wilkinsburg. 
S.  H.  Replogl".  Oakmont. 
J.   Elwood   Wherry,   Aspinwall. 

Armstrong. 
J.    L.    Hazlett,    Wortliington. 

Beaver. 

E.  D.    Davidson,    Beaver. 

Bedford. 
H.   D.   Metzger,    Bedford. 

Berks. 
Alvin  F.  Kemp,  Mertztown. 
William  H.   Mattes,    Sinking  Spring. 

Blair. 
H.    S.    Fleck,    Tyrone. 

Bradford. 
J.  Andrew  Morrow,  Towanda. 
Wm.  T.  Clarke,   Waverly,  N.  Y. 

Bucks. 
Albert   C.    Butter.    Perkasie. 
S.  Mervin  Smyser,   Morrisville. 

Butler. 
John  T.   Connell,    Butler. 

Cambria. 
Sarah  Tones.  Johnstown  (Westmontl. 
Victor  D.  Mulhollen,  Wilmore. 

Carbon. 
Elizabeth   C.   Wills.    Palmerton. 

Centre. 

F.  Milford  Pletcher,  Howard 

Chester. 
John  H.  Tyson.  Pottstown. 
Clyde   T.    Saylor,    Pottstown. 

Clarion. 
Cyrus  A.  Middleswarth.   Clarion. 

Clearfield. 
C.   B.   Wilson,    Clearfield. 
David  Tingling,   Westover. 

Columbia. 
Ida   M.    Walter,    Catawissa. 

Crawford. 
C.  F.  Adamson,   Meadville. 

Cumberland. 
W.   G.   Rice,    Carlisle. 

Dauphin. 
W.   R.  Zimmerman,   Harrisburg. 

Delaware. 
William  H.   Swank,   Media.   R.   F.  D.   No. 

Elk. 
O.    G.    F.    Bonnert.    Wilcox 

Erie. 
E.    R.    Hadlock,    Union   City. 


COUNTY. 

Fayette. 
Helen    N.    Carroll.    Connellsville. 
R.  V.   Ritenour.   Ohiopyle. 
James   G.   Robinson.    Smock. 

Franklin. 
J.   L.   Finafrock,   Mercersburg. 

Greene. 
Kent  Kelley,    Waynesburg. 

Huntingdon. 
Chaa.   L.   Isenberg,   McConnellstown. 

Indiana. 
C.    A.    Campbell,    Armagh. 
Joseph    E.    Weaver,    Indiana. 

Jefferson. 
C.   A.   Anderson,    Brookville. 

Lackawanna. 
Eunice  V.   Hall,    Scranton. 

Lancaster. 
G.    Read  Alexander.    Mount   Nebo. 
Daniel   W.    Geist.    Blue   Ball. 
Samuel  S.   Simons,    Marietta. 

Lawrence. 
Tad   E.    Shields.    New   Bedford. 

Lebanon. 
Harry   C.   Moyer.    Sehaefferstown. 

Lehigh. 
Mervin  J.   Wertman.   Orefield. 

iMzerne. 
Jesse  A.  Alden,   Freeland. 
William    G.    Jenkins.    Edwardsville. 
Asa    E.    Lewis,    Dallas. 
P.   J.    Manley.    Pittston. 

Tjycoming. 
E.    Lloyd    Rogers,    Williamsport. 

McKean. 
Burt  S.    Taylor.    Bradford. 

Mercer. 
Kate  G.   Barnes,   Grove  City. 

Montgomery, 
Caroline   E.   Niblo,    Conshohocken. 
W.  D.  Beyer,   Norristown,   R.  F.  D.  No.  3. 

Northampton. 
James  M.  Frankenfield.  Butztown. 

Northumberland. 
George    L.    Swank,    Sunbury. 

Potter. 
A.    P.    Akeley,    Coudersport. 

Schuylkill. 
M.    E.    Foyle.    Heckscherville. 
N.    M.    Frank,    Gordon. 
James  M.   Schrope.   Hegins. 

Somerset. 
J.    M.    Custer,    Somerset. 
M.   R.   Schrock.   Friedens,   R.   F.  D.   No.   2. 

Susquehanna. 
Clara    Winans,     Montrose. 

Tioga. 
J.    G.    March,    Wellsboro. 
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Venango. 
L.    H.    Peffer.    Franklin. 

Warren. 
IT.  LeRoy  Blair,  Clarendon. 

Washington. 
II.    S.    Kuder,    Canonsburg. 
C.    IJ.    Daubenspeck,    Washington. 

Wayne. 
W.    W.   Menhennett,    Lakewood. 


Westmoreland. 

Wilmer   G-.    Dugan,    Parnassus. 
C.    F.    Maxwell,    Greensburg. 
John   H.   Elliott.    Mount  Pleasant. 
s.    carbon    Wallace.    428    Oakland    Ave.. 
burg. 


Charles   Albright,    Hanover. 
William   F.    Wilson.    Highrock. 


NOTE:— The  salary  of  Assistant  County  Superintendents  is  fixed  by  law  at  twelve  hundred 
($1,200)  dollars,  which  is  paid  by  the  State,  but  the  convention  electing  the  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent may  vote   him   additional   salary   from   the  school  appropriation  due  its  own  county 
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Township. 

Name. 

(Commission   expires 

May,    1918. 

Postofflce. 

Salary. 

Charles    F.    Seidel 

$1,800 
2.300 
1.500 
2.700 

Franklin 

Charles    B.    Carter.    

Franklin 

Wilkes-Barre 
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